1929 

PROCEEDINGS 

or  THE 

GRAND  CHAPTER 

or 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS 
OF  CANADA 


SEVENTY-FIRST 

ANNUAL  CONVOCATION 

KINGSTON,  ONTARIO 

FEBRUARY  17th  and  Z8th,  19X9 


BROCK 

UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 


From  the 
Masonic  Library 
of 
Lawrence  Runnalls 
St.  Catharines 
August  1988 


LIE 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario 


http://archive.org/details/royalarchmasons1929cana 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada 

AT  THE 

Seventu-first  Annual  Convocation 


III mi tin 


A.D.  1929 


A.  Inv.  2459 


Held  in  Masonic  Temple 

Johnston  and  Wellington  Streets 
City  of  Kingston,  Ontario 

Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  27th  and  28th 
A.D.  1929,  A.  Inv.  2459 

Ordered  to  be  read  in  all  Chapters  and  preserved 


EDWIN  SMITH 

London,  Ont. 

Grand  Z. 


HENRY  T.  SMITH 

Toronto,  Ont. 

Grand  Scribe  E. 


M.  EX.  COMP.  EDWIN  SMITH, 
Grand    First    Principal    Z. 


BIOGRAPHICAL   SKETCH  OF   M.   EX.   COMP. 
EDWIN   SMITH, 

Grand  First  Principal  Z. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  was  born  at  London, 
Ont.,  Canada,  May  9th,  1886,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  its  Public  and  Secondary  Schools.  For  over 
twenty-one  years,  he  was  associated  with  the  T.  B. 
Escott  &  Company,  Limited,  Wholesale  Grocers,  the 
latter  ten  years  being  a  member  and  Director  of  the 
Company,  but  severed  his  connection  on  August  1st, 
1922,  to  open  a  General  Insurance  Brokerage,  carry- 
ing a  full  line  of  Fire  and  Casualty  Insurance.  To- 
day he  has  established  a  very  fine  clientele.  An 
Anglican  in  religion,  he  has  served  five  years  as 
Warden  of  Cronyn  Memorial  Church. 

His  Masonic  activities  have  been  confined  mainly 
to  the  Symbolic  and  Capitular  degrees.  He  received 
his  Entered  Apprentice  degree  in  St.  John's  Lodge, 
No.  209a,  G.Pv.C,  of  London,  Ont.,  on  June  5th,  1908; 
passed  to  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  on  October  9th, 

1908,  and  was  raised  a  Master  Mason  on  November 
13th,  1908.  After  holding  every  subordinate  office 
in  the  Lodge,  he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  in 
the  year  1921,  and  in  September,  1922,  became  its 
Secretary,  which  office  he  now  holds.  He  was  elected 
Grand  Registrar  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in 
July,  1923,  at  Toronto,  Ont. 

Receiving  the  degrees  of  Mark  Master  and  Most 
Excellent  Master,  in  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  St. 
George,  No.  5,  G.R.C.,  London,  he  was  exalted  to  the 
Supreme  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  on  May  25th, 

1909.  Having  served  the  several  offices  in  the  Chap- 
ter he  was  elected  First  Principal  Z.  in  1917.  He  has 
held  the  following  offices  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  being  elected  Grand  Scribe  N.,  in  1918,  and 
afterwards  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  many  years.  In  1924  he  was  elected  Grand 
Third  Principal  at  Toronto;  in  1926  Grand  Second 


Principal,  and  in  1928,  Grand  First  Principal,  in  his 
own  City  of  London.  He  is  a  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Ohio,  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

On  May  10th,  1922,  The  St.  Andrew  Chapter,  No. 
248,  G.R.C.,  London,  was  duly  instituted,  and  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Smith  occupied  the  First  Principal's  Chair 
for  two  years,  namely,  in  1922  and  1923.  This  Chap- 
ter received  its  Warrant  in  1923. 

Several  Chapters  have  conferred  upon  him 
honorary  membership  in  recognition  of  his  activity 
as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Enoch  Council,  No.  10,  of  Royal  and  Select 
Masters,  Cryptic  Rite,  of  London,  Ont.,  being- 
reorganized,  Comp.  Smith  was  elected  as  Im- 
mediate Past  Thrice  Illustrious  Master,  and 
he  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  degrees 
of  that  Order.  In  1926  his  activities  were 
recognized  by  the  Grand  Council,  and  he  was 
appointed  a  Grand  Steward.  He  was  elected  Grand 
Conductor  of  the  Council  in  1927,  and  further  elected 
as  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  in  1928. 

He  is  a  life  member  of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  Per- 
ceptory,  No.  4,  G.R.C.,  London,  Ont.,  Knights  Templar, 
receiving  all  his  degrees  in  1909,  and  a  life  member 
of  Mocha  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  receiving  his  degrees  on  May  26th, 
1911.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite,  Moore  Consistory,  Hamilton, 
being  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  having  received 
his  former  degrees  in  London  Lodge  of  Perfection 
and  London  Sovereign  Chapter  Rose  Croix. 

He  is  also  a  member  of  several  other  fraternities, 
being  a  life  member  and  Past  President  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  St.  George,  of  London,  Canada. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Smith  has  an  enviable  record  of 
Public  Service.  His  generous,  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  his  readiness  to  assist  in 
every  common  sense  movement  for  the  common  Weal, 
his  self-denial  when  the  less  fortunate  might  be 
benefited  by  the  giving  of  his  time,  labour  and  means, 
have  marked  him  out  as  a  leader  in  public  affairs. 
The  public  trusted  the  young  man  they  knew,  and 


his  record  proves  their  confidence  was  not  mis- 
placed. 

With  large  pluralities  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  London  Board  of  Education  in  1918,  1919, 
1920,  1921,  1922,  and  1923,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Board  in  1922,  and  Chairman  of  the  Vocational  Ad- 
visory Board  of  the  Technical  High  School  in  1923. 

Having  won  an  honourable  position  on  the  Board 
of  Education  he  transferred  his  interest  to  the  City 
Council  and  was  elected  an  Alderman  in  1924,  1925, 
1926  and  1927.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  in  1926,  and  served  as  Acting  Mayor  in 
1927,  when  he  had  the  honour  of  receiving  the 
Governor-General  of  Canada  and  his  wife,  Lord  and 
Lady  Willingdon,  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  London. 

He  is  a  brother  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  of  Toronto. — Comp.  S. 
Baker,  Citv  Clerk,  London,  Ont. 


Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 


PROCEEDINGS 

The  Seventy-First  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple, 
City  of  Kingston,  Ontario,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  February  27th  and  28th,  A.D., 
1929,  A.  INV.,  2459. 

Present 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  Grand  Z.   ] 

R.     "         "  Walter  G.  Price  .Grand  H.   }■  Grand  Council 

R.     "         "  C.  W.  Haentschel  Grand  J.    J 

M.    "         "  George   Moore Grand  Treasurer 

R.     "         "  Henry  T.   Smith  Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.     "         "  George  W.  Slack  Grand  Scribe  N. 

R.     "         "  A.   S.   H.   Cree  as  Grand  Principal  Sojourner 

R.     "         "  H.  G.  Meir  ...Grand  Registrar 

R.     "         "  W.  N.  Ponton,  K.C Grand  Historian 

"  Arthur  E.   Sedgwick...Grand  Janitor 

Assistant  Officers 

R.     "         "  J.  Austin  Evans  Grand  Lecturer 

V.     "         "  S.  G.  Newdick as  Grand  Senior  Sojourner 

"  A.  M.  Bond  as  Grand  Junior  Sojourner 

"  E.   C  Berkinshaw.as  Grand  Sword   Bearer 

"         "  John   Conley   as  Grand  Master  1st  Veil 

"  J.    King   _ as  Grand  Master  2nd  Veil 

"  G.  E.  French  as  Grand  Master  3rd  Veil 

"         "  H.  Rule     as  Grand  Master  4th  Veil 

"  G.  W.  Britton  as  Grand  Standard  Bearer 

V.     "         "  Joseph  E.  Baker  Grand  Dir.  of  Ceremonies 

"  Herman   W.   Ploss.as  Grand  Organist 

"         "  Joseph  Molloy  as  Grand  Pursuivant 

"  A.  Gillies as  Grand  Steward 

"  H.  E.  Menzies as  Grand  Steward 

"  R.   H.  Jamieson as  Grand  Steward 

"  E.   Blanchard  as  Grand  Steward 

"  W.  J.  Randle  as  Grand  Steward 

"  J.  E.  L.  Chatterton  as  Grand  Steward 

"  J.  T.  Power  as  Grand  Steward 

"         M  C.  C.  Stenhouse as  Grand  Steward 

"  F.  T.  Rowe  as  Grand  Steward 

"  J.  Smith  _ as  Grand  Steward 
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GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  L.  Stewart London  Dist.  No.  2 


Wm.  A.  Sutherland Ingersoll 

James  Ritchie     Gait 

Albert  P.  Goering  Hamilton 

George  H.  Ross  Wingham 

Henry  A.  Miller  Toronto 

Gordon  B.  Jackson Cooksville 

Wm.  F.  McMahon  Port  Hope 

Thomas  W.  Solmes Stirling 

Charles   W.   McLean...Brockville 
Edward  J.  McCleery... Ottawa 

PAST  GRAND  Zs. 


3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

8a 

10 

11 

12 

13 


M  Ex.  Comps.  George  Moore,  W.  N.  Ponton,  E.  T.  Malone 
and  K.  J.  Dunstan. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OPENED 

A  Constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  re- 
presented by  their  qualified  officers,  the  Seventy  - 
first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

COMMITTEES  ON  CREDENTIALS 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Marr,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  of  Representatives  and 
Proxies  from  Chapters,  reported  that  there  were 
156  Warranted  Chapters  on  the  Roll  of  Grand 
Chapter,  of  which  126  were  represented  by  the 
following  Companions: 

No.     1.  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui, 

Kingston. 
Ex.  Comps.  W.  H.  Gimblett,  Z.;  K.  N.  H.  McCullagh, 
H.;  Jas.  Leckey,  J.;  J.  Pearson,  Jas.  E.  L.  Chatter- 
ton,  W.  C.  Crozier,  W.  A.  Bearance,  Jos.  Bleakley, 
H.  V.  Moore,  W.  M.  Moore,  F.  G.  Moxley,  L.  C. 
Lockert;  V.  Ex.  Comps.  C.  J.  Brunke,  V.  W.  Bryant; 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  W.  M.  Campbell,  H.  J.  Milne,  W.  Y. 
Mills,  P.Z.'s. 

No.     2.  The  Hiram,  Hamilton. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore   (Proxy),  P.Z. 
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No.     3.  St.   John's,   London. 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  A.  Carrothers,  Oliver  Ellwood 
(Proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.     4.  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  Lester  G.  Jackson,  Z.;  W.  H.  Price,  H.; 
H.  D.  Allardyce,  J.;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Geo.  W.  Slack, 
Henry  T.  Smith;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  T.  Malone,  P.Z.'s. 

No.     5.  St.   George's,  London. 

Ex.  Comp.  R.  W.  Knapman,  Z. 

No.     6.  St.  John's,  Hamilton. 

Ex.  Comp.  G.  W.  Britton  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.     7.  The  Moira,  Belleville. 

Ex.  Comps.  Victor  H.  Graves,  Z.;  S.  C.  Licence; 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  P.Z.'s. 

No.     8.  King  Solomon's,    Toronto. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  P.Z. 

No.  15.  Wawanosh,  Sarnia. 

Ex.  Comp.  R.  E.  Stain,  Z. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander 
Saunders,  P.Z. 

No.  16.  Carleton,  Ottawa.. 

Ex.  Comps.  P.  L.  Young,  Z.;  F.  G.  Smith,  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  John  Gray,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  18.  Oxford,  Woodstock. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Y.  Morrison   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  19  Mount  Moriah,  St.  Catharines. 

Ex.  Comp.  H.  Rule   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  22.  Grenville,  Prescott. 

Ex.  Comp.  E.  H.  Cook,  P.Z. 

No.  23.  Ezra,  Simcoe. 

Ex.  Comp.  Sam'l  L.  King,  Z. 

No.  24.  Tecumseh,  Stratford. 

Ex.  Comp.  B.  C.  Atkins    (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  26.  St.   Mark's,    Trenton. 

Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  McCluhg,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  W.  J. 
Potts,  A.  D.  Maclntyre,  J.  B.  Little,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  27.  Manitou, .  Collingwood. 

Ex.  Comp.  A.  G.  Jarman,  Z. 


10        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

No.  28.  Pentalpha,   Oshawa. 

Ex.  Comp.  C.  C.  Stenhouse,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  E. 
Henry  (Proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  30.  Huron,  Goderich. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  D.  Croft  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  31.  Prince  Edward,  Picton. 

Ex.  Comp.  G.  A.  Piatt,  Z.;  W.  E.  Vick,  P.Z. 

No.  32.  Waterloo,  Gait. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Ritchie   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  34.  Signet,  Barrie. 

Ex.  Comp.  W.  F.  McMulkin,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alex- 
ander Cowan,   P.Z. 

No.  35.  Keystone,   Whitby, 

Ex.  Comps.  S.  J.  Spall,  F.  T.  Rowe,  F.  G.  Erskine; 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  W.  P.  Every,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  36.  Corinthian,  Peterboro. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  B.  Adair  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  37.  Victoria,  Port  Hope. 

Ex.  Comp.  S.  N.  Haskill,  Z. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  F.  Mc- 
Mahon,  P.Z. 

No.  40.  Guelph,  Guelph. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  T.  Power,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  F. 
Marr,   P.Z. 

No.  41.  Harris,  Ingersoll. 

Ex.  Comp.  James  R.  Spavin,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W. 
A.  Sutherland,  P.Z. 

No.  44.  Mount  Sinai,  Napanee. 

Ex.  Comps.  P.  U.  Laidley,  Z.;  Frank  C.  Gerow,  R.  D. 
Taylor;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  J.  G.  Fennell,  E.  J.  Walters, 
P.Z.'s. 

No.  45.  Excelsior,  Colborne. 

Ex.  Comps.  J.  R.  Hancock,  J.  F.  Gordon  (Proxy), 
P.Z.'s. 

No.  47.  Wellington,  Chatham. 

V.   Ex.   Comp.  J.  G.  Martin    (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  48.  St.  John's,  Cobourg. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.   W.  S.  Cooper,  P.Z. 
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No.  53.  Bruce,  Petrolia. 

Ex.   D.   W.   Duncan,   Z. 

No.  54.  Palestine,  St.  Thomas. 

Ex.  Comps.  G.  Whitworth,  Z.;  J.  S.  Spencer;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  T.  L.  Cochrane,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  55.  Niagara,  Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Ex.  Comp.  E.  H.  Brennan  (Proxy),  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
A.  J.  Wood,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  56.  Georgian,  Owen  Sound. 

Ex.  Comps.  J.  H.  Hart  (Proxy),  D.  R.  Dobie,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  58.  Pembroke,  Mattawa,. 

R.   Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel    (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  59.  Sussex,   Brockville. 

Ex.  Comps.  Chas.  A.  Beattie  (Proxy),  H.  B.  Smith; 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  McLean,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  60.  Doric,  Newmarket. 

Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  Muir,  H. 

No.  61.  Granite,  Almonte. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  J.  McCleery  (Proxy). 

No.  62.  York,    Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  S.  H.  Thomas,  Z.;  J.  T.  Watson,  F. 
Markham,  A.  B.  Dalby;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  F.  Brookes; 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.. Brown,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  63.  Havelock,   Kincardine, 

Ex.  Comp.  John  R.  McKay,  Z. 

No.  64.  Willson,  Welland. 

Ex.  Comps.  N.  J.  Penwarden,  H.;  J.  C.  Gotham,  P.Z. 

No.  65.  St.  PauVs,  Toronto. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  McCollum;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  K.  J. 
Dunstan,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  66.  The  Malloch,  Seaforth. 

Ex.  Comp.  Hugh  Hill  (Proxy). 

No.  67.  Enterprise,  Palmerston. 

Ex.  Comps.  William  Scrimgeour,  Z.;  Arnold  Smith, 
H.;  J.  F.  Edward,  J.;  D.  Wilson;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  G. 
Barton,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  70.  Grand  River,  Bracebridge. 

Ex.  Comp.  C.  Spreadborough   (Proxy),  P.Z. 
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No.  71.  Prince  of  Wales,  Amherstburg. 

Ex.  Camp.  T.  D.  Hutchinson,  H.;  Geo.  Mickle,  J. 

No.  72.  Keystone,  Stirling. 

Ex.  Comps.  E.  A.  Carleton,  Z.;  G.  B.  Bedford;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  T.  W.  Solmes,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  74.  Beaver,  Stratford. 

Ex.  Comps.  Wm.  Mac  Waddell,  Z. ;  Ed  McNeill,  P.Z. 

No.  76.  Mount  Nebo,  Niagara  Falls. 

Ex.  Comp.  French   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  77.  Occident,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  D.  W.  Markham,  Z.;  A.  Green,  H.;  J.  A. 
Graveley,  J.  Russell;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  G.  Newdick; 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Hickson,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  78.  Minnewawa,  Parkhill. 

Ex.  Comp.  B.  Bossenberry,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  H.  S. 
Cree,  P.Z. 

No.  79.  Orient,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps,  Thos.  McDonald,  Z.;  A.  H.  Jones,  P.Z. 

No.  80.  Ark,  Windsor. 

Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  Tweeny.  Z.;  J.  B.  Henderson;  R. 
Ex.  Comps.  P.  J.  McConnell,  W.  F.  Waddington,  M. 
B.  Squires,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  81.  Aylmer,  AyVmer. 

Ex.   J.   B.   Clark,  Z. 

No.  82.  Shuniah,  Port  Arthur. 

Ex.  Geo.  Blanchard,  Z. 

No.  83.  Ionic,  Orangeville. 

Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Price;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  E.  Annis 
(Proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  84.  Lebanon,  Wingham. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  H.  Ross   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  86.  Macpherson,  Meaford. 

Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  J.  Randle,  H. 

No.  90.  Golden,  Kenora. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  S.  Galloway   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  91.  Antiquity,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  A.  A.  Kitchen,  H. ;  J.  A.  Cooper,  A. 
Fletcher,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  94.  Midland,  Lindsay. 

Ex.  Comp.  S.  P.  Beal,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  L.  David- 
son, P.Z. 

No.  95.  Tuscan,  Sudbury. 

Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Bain,  Z. 

No.  100.  St.  Lawrence,  Brockville. 

Ex.  Comp.  K.  Moxley,  Z.;  H.  A.  Hansen,  G.  G. 
Grothier,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  102.  Algonquin,  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

Ex.  Comps.  E.  M.  Shaw,  Z.;  H.  F.  Goodfellow,  P.Z. 

No.  103.  St.  John's,  North  Bay. 

Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.  Parr,  Z.;  F.  C.  J.  Foster;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  B.  F.  Nott,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  110.  Warkworth,   Warkivorth. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  Phillips   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  112.  St.  John's,  Morrisburg. 

Ex.  Comps.  E.  A.  Mclnnis,  Z.;  David  Fink,  P.Z. 

No.  113.  Covenant,  Cornwall. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  Sugden  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  114.  Bonnechere,  Renfrew. 

Ex.  Comps.  W.  A.  McKay,  Z.;  John  Conley,  W.  J. 
Acton,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  115.  Brant,  Paris. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Logie  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  116.  Maple,  Carleton  Place. 

Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Menzies   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  117.  Kitchener,  Kitchener. 

Ex.  Comp.  W.  Duench,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Down- 
ing, P.Z. 

No.  130.  Chantry,  Southampton. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  E.  Sherwood   (Proxy). 

No.  132.  Leeds,  Gananoque. 

Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Dennison,  C.  Howard;  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
H.  F.  Ward,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  133.  St.  Francis,  Smith's  Falls. 

Ex.  Comps.  J.  Taylor  Mackay,  Z.;  John  J.  Gardiner, 
T.  S.  McDonald,  A.  L.  McGregor,  G.  H.  Saunders, 
W.  A.  Graham;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Craig,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  134  King  Darius,  Canning  ton. 

Ex.  Comps,  M.  Horner,  Z.;  Geo.  H.  Brabazon,  H.;  T. 
D.  Bell,   E.   Blanchard,   P.Z.'s, 

No.  135.  Succoth,  Uxbridge. 

Ex.  Comp,  Chas.  S.  Feasby,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  V.  M. 
Hare,  P.Z. 

No.  138.  Shekinah,  Toronto. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Marr   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  139  St.  Andrew's,  Havelock. 

Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  Aunger,  Z. 

No.  143  Glengarry,   Maxwell. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Howard  Munro,  Z. 

No.  144.  Presque  Isle,  Brighton. 

Ex.  Comps.  H.  Clarke,  Z.;  0.  L.  Morrow,  V.  Coulter, 
P.Z.'s. 

No.  145.  The  St.  Patrick,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  A.  W.  Neal,  Z.;  P.  Spragge,  F.  G.  Mc- 
Lean, Harold  W.  Thompson;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  W. 
Rogers;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Tow,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  146.  Bernard,  Listowel. 

Ex.  Comp.  R.  G.  Savage,  Z. 

No.  150.  London,  London. 

Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  W.  Copp;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  C. 
Woodward,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  151.  Laurentian,  Pembroke. 

Ex.  Comp.  E.  C.  McCullagh,  Z. 

No.  152.  Alberton,  Fort  Frances. 

M.  Ex.  Comp..  Edwin  Smith   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  153.  Sombra,  Wallaceburg. 

Ex.  Comps.  C.  H.  Harris,  Z.;  E.  U.  Dickenson,  P.Z. 

No.  154.  Klondike,  Dawson. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith  (Proxy). 

No.  155.  Ancaster,  Ancaster. 

Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Towers   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  161.  Modoc,  Madoc. 

Ex.  Comps.  Chas.  H.  Buskard,  Z.;  W.  L.  Smith,  W. 
J.  Hill,  J.  F.  Houston,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  163.  The  Beaches,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  A.  M.  Bond,  E.  C.  Berkinshaw;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Geo.  L.  Gardiner  (Proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  164.  Lorne,  West  Lome. 

Ex.  Comp.  Jas.  W.  Neil,  Z. 

No.  167.  Kichikewana,  Midland. 

Ex.  Comp.  D.  R.  Dobie   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  168-  Ionic,  Campbell  ford. 

Ex.  Comps.  L.  B.  Glover,  Z. ;  A.  J.  Meyers,  H. 

No.  169.  Temiskaming,  New  Liskeard. 

Ex.  Comp.  G.  H.  Hayward,  Z.;  Ross  McFarlane,  Roy 
O'Hara,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  175.  The  Hamilton,  Hamilton. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  P.  Goering  (Proxy),  P.Z., 

No.  185.  Toronto,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  Wheat  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  195.  Peel,  Brampton. 

Ex.  Comp.  John  Davidson,  Z. 

No.  198.  Couchiching,  Orillia. 

Ex.  Comps.   E.  H.  Good,  J.;   F.  A.   Hutchinson,  A. 
McClellan,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  203.  Cobalt,  Cobalt. 

Ex.  Comps.  W.  H.  Smith,  Z.;  A.  Brian,  P.Z. 

No.  205.  Victoria,  Thornhill. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Roberts;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Thomp- 
son; R.  Ex,  Comp.  H.  H.  Lang  (Proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  212.  Mount  Sinai,  Toronto. 

Ex.   Comp.    Max   Cooper,   Z.;   V.   Ex.   Comp.   Isidor 
Finberg,  P.Z. 

No.  213.  Northern  Lights,  Timmins. 

Ex.  Comp.  A.  Gilles,  Z. 

No.  214.  Vimy,  Inwood. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  S.  Maddock,  Z. 

No.  217.  St.  Alban's,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  Geo.  W.  McRae,  Z. ;  J.  A.  Cooper,  P.Z. 
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No.  218.  Prince  Edward,  Shelburne. 

Ex.  Comp.  T.  S.  Parkinson    (Proxy). 

No.  220.  Lebanon,  Lambton  Mills. 

Ex.  Comp.  Jos.  F.  Molloy  (Proxy),  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
J.  A.  Evans,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  221.  Durham,  Durham. 

Ex.  Comp.  W.  W.  Marshall   (Proxy). 

No.  222.  Ottawa,  Ottawa. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  T.  Jackson,  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  J. 
McCleery,  P.Z. 

No.  223.  Abitibi,  Iroquois  Falls. 

Ex.  Comp.  Frank  E.  Bell,  Z. 

No.  225.  Beaver,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  W.  G.  Anderson,  E.  S.  Calder;  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  E.  Baker;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  B.  Cairns 
(Proxy),  H.  A.  Millar,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  226.  Prince  of  Wales,  Perth. 

Ex.  Comps.  W.  E.  Thornton,  A.  H.  McLaren 
(Proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  227.  Quinte  Friendship,  Belleville. 

Ex.  Comps.  W.  M.  Barlow,  Z.;  W.  Walsh,  H.;  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  I.  Cole;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  J.  Clarke,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  230.  Port  Credit,  Port  Credit. 

Ex.  Comps.  R.  H.  Jamieson,  Z.;  D.  H.  Cowling;  R. 
Ex.  Comps.  Gordon  B.  Jackson,  Walter  G.  Price, 
P.Z.'s. 

No.  231.  The  St.  Clair,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comps.  Jas<  Woodland,  A.  A.  Gray  (Proxy), 
P.Z.'s. 

No.  232.  King  Cyrus,  Toronto. 

Ex.  Comp.  Earl  M.  Grose   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  234.  Halton,  Georgetown. 

Ex.  Comps.  W.  V.  Grant,  B.  G.  Arnold,  G.  C.  Brown; 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  T.  Cameron;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G. 
Meir,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  238.  The  St.  Andrew,  London. 

Ex.  Comp.  R.  L.  Armstrong;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  L. 
Stewart  (Proxy),  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  241.  University,  Toronto. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  C.  Wright  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  242.  St.  Paul's,  Lambeth. 

Ex.  Comps.  William  Heron,  Z.;  J.  H.  Hardy,  J.  W. 
Crinklaw,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  243.  McKay,  Stoney  Creek. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  S.  Forbes  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  244.  Cochrane,  Cochrane. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  Smith,  Z. 

No.  245.  Preston,  Preston. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  King  (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  247.  Nilestown,  Nilestown. 

Ex.  Comp.  G.  H.  Martin   (Proxy),  P.Z. 

No.  249.  Palestine,  Bowmanville. 

Ex.  Comps.  G.  C.  Bonnycastle,  H. ;  F.  C.  Hoar,  P.Z. 

No.  250.  The  Thomas  Peters,  Windsor. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Henderson,  Z. 

Seventy  Chapters  were  represented  by  regular 
officers;  forty-three  were  represented  by  proxy; 
thirteen  were  represented  by  Past  Z.'s;  total  Chap- 
ter represented  one  hundred  and  twenty-six.  There 
were  276  delegates  registered,  having  a  total  of 
547  votes. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

John   Marr,   Chairman, 
B.  Cairns, 
Alfred  H.  Jones, 
K.  N.  H.  McCullagh, 

GEORGE  A.  McRAE, 

J.  A.  Cooper, 
D.  A.  Shaw, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Marr,  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  of  Representa- 
tives was  received  and  adopted. 
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The  M.  Ex.  Grand  Z.  announced  that  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  good  standing,  and  properly 
vouched  for,  would  as  visitors  be  admitted  during 
the  sessions  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  reading  the 
minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Seventieth  An- 
nual Convocation,  held  in  the  City  of  London, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  22nd  and  23rd, 
1928,  when  it  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter 
G.  Price,  seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W. 
Haentschel,  and — 

Resolved, — That  as  the  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual 
Convocation  ,  held  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  22nd 
and  23rd,  1928,  have  been  printed  and  copies  thereof  sent  to 
all  the  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction,  the  recorded  minutes  be 
considered  as  read,  and  the  same  is  now  confirmed. 

CIVIC  WELCOME 

His  Worship  Mayor  W.  H.  Craig  was  introduced 
by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harvey  J.  Milne,  who  in  gracious 
terms,  extended  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  King- 
ston, a  welcome  to  the  delegates  in  attendance,  and 
the  Grand  Z.  in  felicitious  terms  replied  to  the 
words  of  Welcome. 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

The  following  distinguished  guests  were  in  at- 
tendance and  introduced  to  the  assembled  delegates : 

British  Columbia — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Donald 
Adams,  Revelstoke,  Grand  First  Principal,  intro- 
duced by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  C.  Wright. 

Quebec — M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Edwards,  Coati- 
cook,  Grand  First  Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  F.  W. 
Knowlton,  Montreal,  Grand  Second  Principal,  and 
W.  W.  Williamson,  Montreal,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  in- 
troduced by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Ellwood. 

Massachusetts — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Winthrop  J. 
Cushing,  Hingham,  Grand  High  Priest;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Raymond  T.  Sewell,  Boston,  Grand  Secre- 
tary, introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Tow. 

Michigan — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Elgin  Mifflin,  Lansing, 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Warner  K. 
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McSween,  Grand  King,  Iona,  introduced  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith. 

New  York — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Chauncey  B.  Ham- 
mond, Elmira,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  intro- 
duced by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  L.  Gardiner. 

Pennsylvania — M.  Ex.  Comps.  August  P.  Kunzig, 
Philadelphia,  Grand  High  Priest;  Thomas  McCon- 
nell,  Philadelphia,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
Grand  Treasurer,  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A. 
Cowan. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Canada — Comp.  The  Hon.  J.  S. 
Martin,  Toronto,  Grand  Master,  introduced  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore. 

Knights  Templar — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Horace  A. 
Porter,  St.  John,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick,  and  Supreme 
Grand  Master  of  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of 
Canada,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  A.  Eckhardt, 
Montreal,  Past  Grand  Scribe  N.  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  and  Grand  Chancellor  of  the 
Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  introduced  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  Y.  Mills. 

Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  in 
Canada — Comp.  John  J.  Miller,  Vancouver,  Grand 
Master;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  T.  L.  Cochrane,  Toronto, 
P.G.M. ;  Dr.  J.  Austin  Evans,  Toronto,  G.D.M. ;  J.  H. 
C.  Woodward,  London.  G.C.P.W. ;  introduced  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  M.  E.  Sherwood. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  at  the  request  of 
the  Grand  Z.,  in  felicitious  terms,  welcomed  the  dis- 
tinguished guests,  after  which  they  were  accorded 
Grand  honours. 

The  Grand  Z.  asked  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore 
to  convey  his  regrets,  as  well  as  the  expressions  of 
good  will  of  the  delegates,  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alfred  F. 
Webster,  Sovereign  Grand  Commander  of  the  A.  &  A. 
Scottish  Rite  of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada,  for  his  not  being  able  to  be  present 
at  this  Annual  Convocation.  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George 
Moore  said,  he  would  convey  as  requested  to  the  R. 
Ex.  Companion  the  expressions  of  goodwill. 
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ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME  FROM  THE 
KINGSTON  COMPANIONS 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Y.  Mills,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
panions of  Kingston  read  the  following  address  of 
welcome : 

'  'Having  received  the  welcome  of  our  citizens 
from  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  it  is  now  my  privilege 
to  extend  the  loyal,  royal  welcome  that  comes  from 
the  hearts  of  the  four  hundred  Companions  of 
Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  No.  1, 
whose  honour  and  pleasure  it  is  to  entertain  this 
Seventy-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada. 

"It  is  some  thirty-nine  years  since  this  honour 
has  been  conferred  upon  our  Ancient  Chapter  and 
we  are  heartily  glad  to  once  more  welcome  you  home. 
Can  we  not  say  home,  not  alone  because  our  proud 
history  dates  back  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  years 
with  'an  honourable  and  unblemished  Charter,'  but 
because  history  relates  that  in  July,  1805,  this  Chap- 
ter moved  for  the  formation  of  a  Provincial  Grand 
Chapter  and  in  1806  a  dispensation  was  received  to 
hold  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  here  under  a  warrant 
separate  from  that  of  a  Craft  Lodge.  In  February, 
1818,  the  first  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Canada 
was  held  and  consecrated  in  Kingston  with  six 
Chapters  under  its  Jurisdiction. 

"I  need  not  perhaps  delve  further  into  our 
history  except  to  point  out  that  our  very  existence 
and  every  success  for  this  Chapter  from  the  earliest 
years  up  to  the  present,  have  been  marked  by,  and 
are  perhaps  due  to,  its  unswerving  loyalty  to  the 
Grand  Chapter,  a  loyalty  which  I  am  authorized  to 
re-affirm  in  no  uncertain  words  to-day. 

"Only  in  passing  will  I  mention  with  pride  some 
names  on  our  records,  prominent  in  our  history  and 
in  the  life  of  this  Province:  William  Jarvis,  Ben- 
jamin Olcott,  John  W.  Ferguson,  Robert  Walker,  all 
Past  Grand  officers;  Judges  Hagerman  and  Cart- 
wright,  Marshall  Bidwell  then  the  Speaker,  and 
Hugh  C.  Thompson  a  member  of  the  Legislative  As- 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929         21 

sembly  of  Upper  Canada;  Sir  Richard  Bonnycastle, 
presiding  officer  in  1847;  Jas.  A.  Henderson,  First 
Principal  in  1851 ;  Robert  Hendry,  Grand  Z.  in  1887, 
and,  in  the  memorv  of  us  all,  Abraham  Shaw,  Grand 
Z.  in  1903  and  1904,  and  Wm.  S.  R.  Murch,  Grand 
Z.  in  1915  and  1916;  all  of  their  memories,  with 
others,  we  continue  to  honour  and  their  lives  we 
would  emulate. 

"In  1803  it  is  recorded  that  this  Chapter  at  great 
expense  fitted  up  a  hall  'with  an  arched  ceiling'  in 
the  home  of  Companion  Patrick  on  Brock  Street, 
which,  were  it  still  standing,  would  contrast  quite 
unfavorably  with  this  beautiful  Temple,  our  home 
of  to-day  in  which  this  Chapter  owns  a  one-seventh 
interest. 

"Proud  as  we  are,  Most  Excellent  Sir,  of  the 
history  of  our  city  going  back  250  years  and  linked 
up  as  it  has  been  with  the  development,  progress 
and  loyalty  of  this  fair  Dominion,  just  so  proud  are 
we  of  our  early  activities  and  associations  with  the 
Royal  Craft  and  the  other  branches  in  Kingston  of 
our  time  honoured  institution.  This  is  the  home  of 
the  Ancient  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  3,  warranted  in 
1794,  of  Cataraqui  Lodge,  No.  92,  warranted  in 
1858,  and  of  Minden  Lodge,  No.  253,  Queen's  Lodge, 
No.  578,  and  Royal  Edward  Lodge,  No.  585;  Hugh 
de  Pay  ens  Premier  Perceptory,  No.  1,  Knights 
Templar,  dating  from  1801,  also  meets  in  this 
Temple  and  is  a  joint  owner. 

"We  would  congratulate  you,  Most  Excellent  Sir, 
and  your  officers  on  the  continued  success  and  pros- 
perity of  Grand  Chapter  and  we  trust  that  your 
stay  in  our  city  as  guests  of  our  Chapter  will  mean 
for  you,  as  it  will  for  us,  increased  zeal  and  energy 
for  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

"We  want  you  one  and  all  to  accept  in  the 
fraternal  spirit  in  which  it  is  given  the  hospitality 
of  your  Kingston  Companions  and  our  fervent  wish 
is  that  you  may  carry  back  to  your  home  and  your 
Chapters  feelings  of  rightful  and  happy  participation 
in  that  proud  historical  incentive  for  'good  work, 
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square  work,'  and  more  work  among  all  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  this  splendid  Jurisdiction. 

"On  behalf  of  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui 
Chapter,  No.  1,  this  welcome  is  extended  and  signed 
by 

Wm.  H.  Gimblett,  First  Principal  Z. 

Wm.  Y.  Mills,  Chairman  of  the  Kingston  Com- 
mittee for  Grand  Chapter." 

The  Grand  Z.  in  a  happy  manner  thanked  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  Y.  Mills  for  the  words  of  welcome  ex- 
tended, and  asked  him  to  convey  to  the  Companions 
of  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter  his 
appreciation,  as  well  as  the  appreciation  of  the  as- 
sembled delegates,  for  the  welcome  accorded. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.,  directed  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  to  call  the  roll  of  Representatives  of  Sister 
Grand  Chapters  when  they  assembled  before  the 
Altar.  The  following  Grand  Representatives  an- 
swered to  their  names: 

C.  W.  Haentschel    Arizona 

Harvey  J.  Milne     ...Connecticut 

W.  N.  Ponton     Georgia 

W.  Y.  Mills     Louisiana 

M.  E.  Sherwood     Maine 

Henry  T.  Smith     Michigan 

Oliver  Ellwood     Minnesota 

W.  J.  Tow     Missouri 

W.  J.  Potts     Nebraska 

John  F.  Marr     Nevada 

K.  J.  Dunstan     New  Jersey 

J.  Austin  Evans    New  Zealand 

Geo.  L.  Gardiner    North  Dakota 

George  Moore     _ Nova  Scotia 

Edwin  Smith    Ohio 

J.  J.  Gardiner     Oregon 

B.  Cairns Saskatchewan 

Jas.  J.  Little    South  Carolina 

Walter  G.  Price Tennessee 

E.  T.  Malone    Texas 

J.   B.   Nixon     Vermont 

Jos.  W.  Hickson     Victoria 

W.  J.  McCallum    Virginia 

S.  S.  Forbes    _ Washington 

A.  Cowan West  Virginia 
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The  Grand  Z.,  welcomed  the  various  Grand 
Representatives  in  suitable  terms,  after  which  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  E.  T.  Malone  replied  on  behalf  of  the 
Representatives. 

Grand  honours  having  been  accorded,  the  Grand 
Representatives  took  seats  on  the  dais,  and  then 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  presented  the  following 
address: — 
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ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  Z. 

To  the  Officers  and  Excellent  Companions  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

We  are  assembled  to-day  at  the  Seventy-first 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  and  we  are  meeting  in  the 
old  Limestone  City,  Kingston,  a  city  that  played  a 
very  important  part  in  days  gone  bye,  in  the  early 
history  of  Upper  Canada.  Its  foundation  dates  from 
the  old  heroic  age  of  this  country  when  the  French 
pioneers  were  striving  against  great  odds  to  make 
the  Continent  of  America  a  Province  of  France.  In 
those  days  Quebec  was  but  a  village  and  Montreal  a 
stockaded  trading  post  when  Governor  de  Frontenac, 
determined  to  erect  a  "Fur  Depot"  with  defences  at 
Katarakoui,  the  present  site  of  this  beautiful  City  of 
Kingston. 

When  this  location,  or  City,  first  came  under 
British  influence,  Lord  Dorchester  was  anxious  that 
it  should  be  thoroughly  fortified  and  become  the 
Capital  of  Upper  Canada.  The  war  of  1812  checked 
the  progress  of  York,  or  Toronto,  and  it  helped  to 
greatly  increase  the  population  and  business  of  King- 
ston, as  well  as  strengthened  the  location  as  a  Gov- 
ernment Centre,  and  Military  and  Naval  Station. 

The  first  University  in  Ontario  to  begin  actively 
the  work  of  teaching,  was  Queen's  University  of  this 
City,  founded  by  a  Royal  Charter  in  1841.  Its  in- 
fluence as  an  educational  centre  is  felt  to-day  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  Dominion.  The  Royal 
Military  College  of  Canada,  well  known  throughout 
the  British  Empire,  is  situated  on  Point  Frederick, 
directly  opposite  the  City,  and  whose  three  shores 
are  washed  by  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Cataraqui  Rivers  and  Navy  Bay.  This  College  has 
had  a  wonderful  record  since  its  foundation,  for 
many  men  educated  therein  have  attained  high  rank 
in  the  Military  circles  of  the  British  Empire. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Craft  owes 
much  to  this  City,  especially  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
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for  we  find  the  first  actual  record  of  Royal  Arch 
Work,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  under  supreme 
authority,  was  in  the  issue  of  a  Warrant  by  R.W. 
Bro.  William  Jarvis,  Provincial  Grand  Master,  to  a 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Kingston,  on  the  7th  June, 
1795,  in  connection  with  a  Craft  Lodge,  No.  6,  now 
Ancient  St.  John's,  No.  3,  G.R.C.,  Kingston.  Then  a 
Warrant  was  issued  known  as  "St.  John's  Royal 
Arch  Lodge,  No.  12,  P.R.,"  located  at  York,  now  Tor- 
onto. In  1801  it  was  termed  St.  John's  Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  and  in  1819  it  became  St.  John's  Chap- 
ter of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  under  the  Provincial 
Grand  Chapter  of  Upper  Canada.  This  Chapter  in 
the  year  1870  merged  into  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  No.  4,  Toronto. 

A  Grand  Masonic  Convention,  it  is  recorded, 
met  at  Kingston  in  August,  1817,  to  reorganize  the 
Craft  and  have  a  Grand  Lodge  established  under  the 
leadership  of  R.W.  Bro.  Ziba  M.  Phillips.  It  was  de- 
termined also  at  the  time,  to  form  a  Provincial  Grand 
Chapter  for  Upper  Canada,  and  this  body  held  its 
first  meeting  at  Kingston  in  February,  1818.  The 
Royal  Arch  Chapters  forming  this  Provincial  Grand 
Chapter  were:  Frontenac,  No.  1;  Union,  No.  9; 
Ernestown;  and  St.  John's,  No.  4,  York  (Toronto). 
The  officers  of  this  body  were  designated  High  Priest, 
King  and  Scribe,  following  the  United  States  system, 
and  not  as  we  have  it  now,  First  Principal  Z.,  Second 
Principal  H.,  and  Third  Principal  J.  The  American 
ritual  and  degrees  of  Master  Mason,  Past  Master, 
Most  Excellent  Master,  and  Royal  Arch,  were  to  be 
worked. 

In  1894  the  Past  Masters'  degree  was  eliminated, 
but  the  Royal  Arch  degree  is,  as  when  first  adopted 
by  this  Jurisdiction,  very  similar  to  that  as  conferred 
by  the  Chapters  working  under  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  England. 

For  the  past  seventy-one  years  Grand  Chapter 
has  met  three  times  in  the  City  of  Kingston,  namely ; 
in  the  years  1869,  1873  and  1890,  this  year  making 
the  fourth  time. 
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Our  Departed. 

Those  of  our  Companions,  who  have  departed  to 
their  final  reward,  during-  the  past  year,  will  be 
fittingly  referred  to  in  the  report  on  the  Fraternal 
Dead.  Yet,  I  feel  I  should  briefly  comment  upon  the 
passing  on  August  4th,  1928,  of  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Richard  H.  Spencer,  a  Past  Grand  First  Principal  Z. 
of  this  Grand  Body. 

He  had  for  years  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  many  of  us  will  miss 
the  touch  of  his  hand  and  the  sound  of  his  voice  at 
our  yearly  Convocations. 

In  the  passing  of  our  friends  we  are  reminded  of 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  Daniel  Webster. 

"One  may  live  as  a  Conqueror,  a  King,  or  a 
Magistrate,  but  he  must  die  a  man.  The  bed  of 
death  bring-s  every  human  being  to  his  pure  in- 
dividuality, to  the  intense  contemplation  of  that 
deepest  and  most  solemn  of  all  relations,  the  rela- 
tions between  the  creature  and  his  Creator." 

Many  other  Companions  of  this  and  Sister  Juris- 
dictions have  been  called  to  that  Grand  Chapter  above, 
and  we  extend  to  those  bereft  our  sincere  and  tender 
sympathy.  May  He,  the  God  in  Whom  we  Trust, 
give  comfort  and  support  to  mend  those  broken  ties. 

Fraternal  Visits. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  Royal  Arch  Chap- 
ters in  every  section  of  this  great  jurisdiction,  and  in 
addition  have  visited  a  number  of  Lodges  and 
Councils.  I  have  seen  many  degrees  conferred  and 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  proper  decorum  was 
always  observed  during-  the  conferring.  Numerous 
invitations  I  have  been  forced  to  decline,  feeling  that 
I  was  sparing  as  much  time  as  available  and  to  my 
surprise  upon  totalling  my  mileage,  I  find  I  have 
covered  over  16,000  miles. 

I  have  visited  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  only 
sorry  that  I  could  not  have  visited  more,  but  feeling 
that  my  own  Chapters  were  first,  thus  my  report  I 
trust,  will  show  I  have  endeavoured  to  fulfill  the 
duties  and  be  worthy  of  the  office.   I  strongly  recom- 
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mend  that  my  successors  pay  more  attention  to  those 
Chapters  in  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  parts  of 
this  vast  Province.  They  look  to  us  in  these  fast 
growing  towns  and  cities  for  co-operation  and  I  trust 
that  their  loyalty  will  not  be  overlooked. 

Having  been  elected  Grand  First  Principal  Z.,  and 
duly  installed,  I  felt  my  first  duty  was  to  visit  my 
Mother  Chapter,  The  St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5, 
London,  which  I  did  on  Friday  evening,  February 
24th,  1928.  I  was  accompanied  by  many  newly  elect- 
ed officers  and  Companions,  including  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  of  Toronto; 
the  Grand  Superintendent  of  London  District,  No.  2, 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  L.  Stewart;  the  Grand  Principal 
Sojourner,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Wild;  the  Grand 
Junior  Sojourner,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Cousins,  and 
many  other  distinguished  Masons.  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
Harry  Abell,  the  Immediate  Past  Grand  Pursuivant 
and  Scribe  E.,  of  The  St.  George's  Chapter,  introduc- 
ing us,  and  we  were  received  by  the  Excellent  First 
Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  Fred.  Delaney.  I  am  the  second 
Past  Principal  of  The  St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5, 
to  hold  the  position  of  Grand  Z.,  the  former  being  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  Thompson  Wilson  who  held  the  position 
seventy  years  ago. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  March  14th,  1928,  I  paid 
my  first  visit  to  that  great  Masonic  Centre,  Toronto, 
and  visited  Beaver  Chapter,  No.  225.  I  was  pleased 
to  see  so  many  of  the  Grand  Chapter  officers  in  at- 
tendance, R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  W.  G.  Price,  Port  Credit, 
Grand  Second  Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comp  Dr.  C.  W. 
Haentschel,  Haileybury,  Grand  Third  Principal;  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  H.  A.  Miller,  Toronto,  Grand  Supt.  Tor- 
onto East  District,  No.  8;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Slack, 
Grand  Scribe  N.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G.  Meir,  Grand 
Registrar;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Joe  Baker,  Grand  Director 
of  Ceremonies,  and  a  very  large  number  of  present 
and  past  Grand  Chapter  officers.  The  attendance  at 
this  Chapter  was  very  large,  the  room  being  taxed  to 
its  capacity. 
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I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Nilestone  Chapter, 
No.  247,  Nilestown,  on  Thursday,  March  15th,  and 
was  accompanied  by  the  Grand  Superintendent  of 
London  District,  No.  2,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  L.  Stewart, 
and  the  Grand  Principal  Sojourner,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
J.  W.  Wild. 

Friday,  March  16th,  that  grand  old  Chapter  of 
The  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  No.  4,  Toronto,  re- 
ceived me  with  all  the  honour  and  dignity  it 
possessed,  and  once  more  I  was  accompanied  by  my 
Grand  Second  and  Third  Principals.  Many  Com- 
panions of  the  earlier  days  saw  the  light  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  old  Chapter. 

St.  Patrick's  Day,  Saturday,  March  17th,  1928, 
will  be  long  remembered  for  the  reception  tendered 
me  and  other  Grand  Chapter  officers  by  The  St. 
Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  Toronto.  The  auditorium 
of  the  large  Masonic  Temple,  Yonge  Street  and 
Davenport  Road,  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  A 
real  First  Principal,  enthusiastic,  yes  and  Irish,  Ex. 
Comp.  Harold  W.  Thompson,  occupied  the  Chair. 
Everything  was  suitable  to  the  Day,  even  to  speeches 
and  menu. 

Tuesday,  March  20th,  1928,  was  Ladies'  Night  at 
St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  242,  Lambeth,  and  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Smith,  I  accepted  their  hospitality. 
This  Chapter  knows  how  to  entertain  the  ladies. 

Having  accepted  an  invitation  from  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Alex.  Moore,  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  I,  accompanied  by  the  Grand 
Second  Principal,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Walter  G.  Price, 
and  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  attended  their  Fifty-first  Annual  Convoca- 
tion at  Montreal,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  March 
28th  and  29th  respectively,  and  conveyed  the  most 
cordial  fraternal  greetings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada.  At  this  Convocation  I  assured  their  Grand 
Council  that  I  would  arrange  for  their  Grand  Body 
witnessing  the  exemplification  of  the  three  degrees 
recently  adopted  by  our  Grand  Chapter,  and  used 
throughout  our  jurisdiction. 
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Occident  Chapter,  No.  77,  Toronto,  held  their 
Annual  "Indian  Night"  on  Friday,  April  13th,  and  I 
was  pleased  to  be  present  upon  this  special  occasion. 
The  gathering1  was  an  outstanding  one  and  will  be 
long  remembered  by  the  great  number  of  Com- 
panions in  attendance. 

The  Past  Grand  Superintendents  of  Wellington 
District  showed  their  interest  in  the  new  Ritual  by 
conferring  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree  at  Brant 
Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris,  on  Monday,  April  16th.  It 
was  a  credit  to  the  Grand  Chapter  officers,  present 
and  past,  who  occupied  the  chairs.  I  am  sure  the 
rendition  of  the  work  left  a  real  impression  upon  the 
candidates.  The  Chapter  room  could  not  accommo- 
date all  those  who  desired  to  witness  the  conferring 
of  the  degree. 

Palestine  Chapter,  No.  249,  Bowmanville,  was 
duly  dedicated  and  officers  installed  on  Friday,  April 
20th,  1928,  and  I  was  pleased  to  have  the  assistance 
of  my  Immediate  Past  Grand  Z.,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  K.  J. 
Dunstan,  a  number  of  present  and  past  Grand  Chap- 
ter officers,  as  well  as  many  Companions  from  Tor- 
onto. 

Being  in  Toronto  on  Saturday,  April  21st,  I  again 
visited  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  and  wit- 
nessed the  conferring  of  the  Most  Excellent  Masters' 
degree  with  full  musical  accompaniment.  Although 
a  very  cold  night,  there  was  a  good  attendance. 

On  Wednesday,  April  25th,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  present  at  Brigden,  Ontario,  when  Bruce  Chap- 
ter, No.  54,  Petrolia,  exalted  a  large  number  of  candi- 
dates, all  of  whom  resided  in  Brigden  and  vicinity. 

Accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  W.  G.  Price, 
Grand  Second  Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  George 
Slack,  Grand  Scribe  N.,  on  May  3rd  I  had  the 
privilege  of  dedicating  the  new  Masonic  Temple 
Chapter  room  of  King  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  57,  Port 
Colborne.  The  building  is  a  credit  to  the  Masons  of 
that  town,  and  I  was  delighted  with  their  new 
quarters. 
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On  May  9th,  this  being  the  sixth  birthday  of 
The  St.  Andrew's  Chapter,  No.  238,  London,  a  Chap- 
ter which  I  had  the  honour  of  instituting  and  being 
their  First  Principal  for  two  years,  with  a  very  large 
attendance  and  many  of  the  older  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  London  assisting,  I  conferred  the  Holy  Royal  Arch 
degree  with  full  musical  ritual. 

St.  James  Chapter,  No.  5,  St.  Marys,  having  the 
official  visit  on  May  14th  of  their  Grand  Superin- 
tendent, R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  G.  H.  Ross,  of  Wingham,  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  paying  them  a  friendly  visit 
and,  although  they  are  an  old  Chapter,  I  look  forward 
to  seeing  them  grow  much  faster  in  the  near  future 
than  they  have  been  doing  in  the  past. 

Accompanied  by  R*  Ex.  Comp.  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Ellwood,  my  Chairman 
of  Audit  and  Finance,  on  May  15th  to  17th  we  paid 
an  official  visit  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  at 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  and  received  a  welcome  such 
as  is  only  known  to  those  who  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  their  guests.  Our  good  friend,  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  William  Goff ,  was  our  Official  Guide. 

May  21st,  leaving  London  on  Monday,  accom- 
panied by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  we  visited  Ottawa 
District,  Ex.  Comp.  J.  J.  Gardiner,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
E.  J.  McClerry,  looking  after  our  welfare.  On  Tues- 
day evening,  May  22nd,  we  visited  St.  Francis  Chap- 
ter, No.  133,  Smith  Falls,  when  a  class  of  twenty- 
four  candidates  was  exalted  in  excellent  style. 

Ottawa  Chapter,  No.  222,  and  Carleton  Chapter, 
No.  16,  Ottawa,  received  me  officially  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  23rd,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent.  I  am  very  sorry  to  report  that  my  good 
friend,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Clark,  who  introduced  me  at 
the  banquet,  has  since  been  called  home  to  that 
Grand  Chapter  above,  to  reap  the  reward  of  the 
faithful. 

On  Victoria  Day,  May  24th,  accompanied  by 
many  Ottawa  Companions,  I  was  motored  by  Comp. 
Controller  Frank  Plant,  of  Ottawa,  to  Arnprior, 
where  Dochert  Chapter,  No.  248,  was  duly  dedicated 
and  consecrated. 
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Taking  advantage  of  the  fine  June  weather,  I 
visited  several  Northern  Chapters  in  Temiskaming 
District,  No.  16,  and  my  Grand  Third  Principal,  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  met  me  at  North 
Bay  on  Monday,  June  18th,  where  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  and  I  visited  their  new  Masonic  Temple,  which 
was  under  construction,  and  officially  visited  St. 
John's  Chapter,  No.  103,  North  Bay,  in  the  evening. 

Leaving  on  Tuesday,  June  19th,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  the  Companions  of  Cobalt  Chap- 
ter, No.  203,  Cobalt,  and  Temiskaming  Chapter,  No. 
169,  New  Liskeard,  at  the  new  Masonic  Temple, 
Haileybury.  Haileybury  being  the  home  town  of  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  the  Chapter  room 
was  filled  to  its  capacity,  as  in  addition  to  my  recep- 
tion, they  also  received  and  honoured  one  of  their 
own  Past  Principals,  the  Grand  Third  Principal. 

Then  leaving  Wednesday,  we  arrived  at  Iroquois 
Falls,  where  Companions  of  the  following  Chapters 
had  assembled,  Northern  Light,  No.  213,  Timmins; 
Cochrane  Chapter,  No.  244,  Cochrane;  and  Abitibi 
Chapter,  No.  223,  Iroquois  Falls.  Many  of  the  Com- 
panions had  travelled  sixty  miles  to  be  present.  We 
were  met  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  Ebbitt,  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Executive,  and  other  Rulers 
of  the  Royal  Craft,  and  we  were  looked  after  in  a 
most  happy  manner. 

Leaving  London  on  Saturday,  August  11th,  1928, 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  I  left  for  a  visit  to  Algoma 
and  New  Ontario  District,  visiting  Fort  William 
Chapter,  No.  140,  Fort  William  on  Monday,  August 
13th,  and  Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur, 
on  Tuesday,  August  14th,  when  they  celebrated 
their  Fiftieth  Anniversary.  At  this  function  the 
only  living  known  Charter  member  of  Shuniah  Chap- 
ter, R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  W.  Ray,  was  present.  Both  Port 
Arthur  and  Fort  William  Chapters  are  doing  good 
work  in  their  respective  communities. 

On  Wednesday,  August  15th,  Golden  Chapter,  No. 
90,  Kenora,  held  an  open  night  to  entertain  the 
Craft  Masons  and  to  show  how  the  brethren  are 
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seeking  further  light,  the  Chapter  room  although 
commodious,  as  well  as  the  ante-room,  were  not  large 
enough  to  hold  the  number  of  Master  Masons  and 
Companions  who  sought  admission. 

Leaving  Kenora  we  visited  Rainy  River,  arriving 
by  boat  very  late  in  the  evening,  but  yet  the  Com- 
panions of  Atwood  Chapter,  No.  149,  had  prepared  a 
sumptuous  repast,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing many  of  their  members. 

Our  journey  to  Fort  Frances  will  never  be  for- 
gotten, the  sixty  miles  of  ungraded  roads  and  fog 
made  the  trip  very  hazardous,  yet  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Wallace  W.  Wees,  my  Grand  Superintendent,  had 
arranged  a  meeting  which  never  before  had  been 
equalled  in  Capitular  Masonry  west  of  the  Great 
Lakes,  and  we  were  well  repaid.  Three  presiding 
officers  of  separate  jurisdictions  were  received,  ac- 
companied by  their  Grand  officers,  namely;  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Frank  Simmons,  Grand  Z.,  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Manitoba;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  V.  Mc- 
Coy, Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Minnesota,  and  myself.  The  Companions  demon- 
strated the  greatest  enthusiasm  in  this  reception. 

On  Monday,  August  20th,  Algonquin  Chapter,  No. 
102,  Saulte  Ste.  Marie,  held  a  reception,  when  again  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  renewing  old  acquaintances  of 
Companions. 

Tuscan  Chapter,  No.  95,  Sudbury,  received  me  offi- 
cially on  Tuesday,  Aug.  21st,  and  our  good  old  Super- 
intendent of  New  Ontario  District,  No.  15,  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  A.  Orr,  did  certainly  see  that  we  were  looked 
after ;  also  on  the  Wednesday,  along  with  other  Com- 
panions, we  visited  the  great  nickle  and  copper 
plants  in  the  vicinity  of  Sudbury.  Algoma  and  New 
Ontario  Districts  have  a  great  future,  and  I  repeat 
again  this  vast  part  of  the  Province  should  not  in 
the  future  be  neglected  by  Grand  Chapter  officials. 
They  desire  more  visits  from  the  rulers  of  the  Royal 
Craft  and  I  sincerely  trust  in  future  that  every  atten- 
tion possible  be  extended  to  them. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  September  26th,  Ionic  Chap- 
ter, No.    83,  Orangeville,  celebrated    their    Golden 
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Jubilee,  and  many  Companions  from  the  Chapters 
of  Wellington  District  assisted  in  the  celebration. 

Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74,  Strathroy,  demonstrated 
its  loyalty  to  the  Royal  Craft  on  Monday,  October 
1st,  and  by  a  very  large  attendance  I,  with  a  number 
of  other  present  and  past  Grand  Chapter  officers, 
were  welcomed. 

On  October  8th  I  attended  the  Diamond  Jubilee 
of  Waterloo  Chapter,  No.  32,  Gait,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  my  Grand  Treasurer,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George 
Moore;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  Davis,  Past  Grand  Z., 
and  many  Companions  from  Toronto,  Hamilton  and 
adjacent  towns  and  cities.  Waterloo  Chapter  has 
connected  with  it  many  veterans,  including  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Alfred  Taylor,  who  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Chapter  for  over  fifty-six  years. 

I  visited  Lebanon  Chapter,  Wingham,  on  October 
16th,  and  assisted  in  the  celebration  of  their  Fiftieth 
Anniversary. 

To  my  London  and  London  District  Companions 
I  pay  tribute  for  a  reception  tendered  me  on  Friday 
evening,  October  19th.  Royal  Craft  Masons  from  all 
parts  of  Ontario  were  in  attendance  and  no  greater 
honour  could  be  given  to  any  one  than  was  accorded 
me. 

On  October  23rd,  the  Rural  Royal  Arch  Chapters 
of  Toronto  East  District,  No.  8,  namely;  Doric,  No. 
60,  Newmarket;  Succoth,  No.  135,  Uxbridge; 
Victoria,  No.  205,  Thornhill,  and  Aurora,  No.  235, 
Aurora,  tendered  me  a  reception  at  Aurora  and  a 
very  large  attendance  of  Companions  greeted  me. 

King  Solomon  Chapter,  No.  8,  Toronto,  held  an 
Empire  Night  on  Thursday  evening,  October  25th, 
and  I,  accompanied  by  many  distinguished  Toronto 
Companions,  were  warmly  welcomed. 

On  Friday,  October  26th,  I  paid  a  visit  to  Sussex 
Chapter,  No.  59,  and  St.  Lawrence  Chapter,  No.  100, 
Brock ville,  and  enjoyed  witnessing  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch  degree  conferred  by  the  officers  from  both 
Chapters. 

I  still  keep  in  my  memory  the  visit  with  the 
Grand    Scribe    E.,  on    Friday,  November    16th,    to 
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Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  No.  1, 
Kingston,  when  arranging  the  details  for  this  annual 
Grand  Chapter  Convocation. 

Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham,  conferred 
the  Most  Excellent  Masters'  degree  on  Thursday,  No- 
vember 22nd,  in  a  most  impressive  manner,  and  I 
congratulate  them  on  their  interpretation  of  the  new 
Ritual. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  J.  Dunstan,  on  be- 
half of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  visited 
the  Grand  and  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  met  in  Philadelphia,  on  December  6th, 
and  conveyed  to  that  Body  the  felicitations  of  the 
Companions  of  this  Jurisdiction. 

During  the  month  of  December,  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  assisting  at  many  Installation  Ceremonies; 
Ark  Chapter,  Windsor;  King  Cyrus  Chapter,  Leam- 
ington; The  St.  Patrick's  Chapter,  Toronto;  and  at 
many  others. 

This  gives  to  you  a  few  of  my  many  visits,  some 
have  been  to  get  acquainted  with  the  Companions, 
but  the  majority  were  for  the  advancement  of  the 
teachings  of  our  Capitular  Degrees,  and  I  can  assure 
you  that  wherever  I  went  I  found  the  Companions 
were  most  anxious  for  further  light  and  knowledge 
respecting  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  I  trust  that  our 
visits  have  not  been  in  vain,  but  that  "as  we  sow  so 
shall  we  reap,"  and  may  the  Great  Jehovah  rule  and 
guide  us  in  all  our  deeds  and  actions. 

"  Tis  the  human  touch  in  the  world  that  counts, 

The  touch  of  your  hand  and  mine 
That  means  more  to  the  fainting-  heart 

Than  shelter  and  bread  and  wine, 
For  shelter  is  gone  when  the  night  is  o'er, 

And  food  lasts  only  a  day; 
But  the  touch  of  the  hand  and  the  sound  of  the  voice 

Will  live  in  the  soul  alway." 

Divine  Service. 

After  enquiry  and  being  officially  informed  I 
found  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Masonic  Authorities 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  in  all  the  other  Grand 
Chapter  Jurisdictions  in  Canada,  as  well  as  in  the 
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United  States,  to  allow  their  members,  in  a  body  to 
attend  Divine  Service.  I  agreed  to  the  custom  pre- 
vailing in  our  Jurisdiction  when  a  request  was  made, 
under  instructions  going  forth  from  the  Office  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  as  to  the  proper  guidance  of  such 
services. 

With  our  Grand  Master's  remarks  made  at  Lon- 
don, Ontario,  last  July,  at  the  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  in  the  Province 
of  Ontario,  I  fully  concur  when  he  said:  "The  prac- 
tice of  Lodges  attending  Divine  Worship  is  one  that 
should  receive  every  encouragement."  If  it  is  good 
for  our  Lodges,  then  it  is  also  good  for  our  Chapters 
to  do  likewise.  I  have  attended  several  of  the  Divine 
Services,  held  under  the  auspices  of  our  Chapters, 
and  I  was  more  than  impressed  by  the  appearance, 
dignity  and  devotion  displayed  at  these  services  by 
our  Companions.  At  two  of  the  services  I  attended 
one  in  London  when  Comp.  Bishop  Farthing,  of 
Montreal,  preached  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  to  close 
on  500  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  another  one  held  at 
St.  Thomas  Church,  Dover,  near  Chatham,  the 
preacher  being  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  A.  S.  H.  Cree.  Both 
services  were  inspiring  as  well  as  instructive  to  those 
in  attendance. 

RULINGS. 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

A  Scribe  E.  writes  that  three  years  ago  a  R.  Ex. 
Companion  was  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
A  written  notice  was  not  sent  at  the  time  advising 
him  of  his  suspension.  He  was,  however,  it  is  stated, 
aware  of  his  suspension,  and  did  not  attend  the 
Chapter.  He  subsequently  remarked,  he  had  never 
received  a  written  notice  of  his  suspension.  The 
Scribe  E.  wished  to  know  if  it  were  too  late  now  to 
advise  the  R.  Ex.  Companion  by  mail  of  his  suspen- 
sion. 

I  ruled  that  as  the  R.  Ex.  Companion  had  not  re- 
ceived a  written  notice,  as  required  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, he  had  not  been  properly  suspended,  and  if  he 
desired  now  to  pay  his  djies  he  had  a  perfect  right 


36  GRAND   CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

to  do  so.  That  if  the  Chapter  wished  now  to  suspend 
him  it  must  comply  with  the  Constitutional  require- 
ments. 

Action  of  Grand  Superintendent  Approved. 

A  Grand  Superintendent  in  an  Eastern  District 
reported  that  when  acting  as  Installing  Principal,  at 
one  of  the  Chapters  in  his  District,  he  had  declined 
to  install  and  invest  a  Third  Principal-elect  because 
the  Examining  Board  had  not  reported  favourably  in 
his  case,  and  he  had  directed  that  the  Chapter  should 
proceed  to  elect  a  Third  Principal  at  its  next  regular 
Convocation.  I  sustained  and  congratulated  this 
Grand  Superintendent  upon  his  action.  If  the  Ex- 
amining Board  in  connection  with  every  Chapter 
would  be  a  little  more  careful  in  the  discharge  of 
its  duty,  we  would  have  a  greater  number  of  skilful 
leaders  in  our  Royal  Craft. 

Should  Not  Hold  Two  Offices. 

A  Grand  Superintendent  wrote,  asking  if  a  Scribe 
E.  should  hold  the  office  of  Scribe  E.  as  well  as 
Treasurer,  as  it  was  being  done  in  a  Chapter  in  his 
District.  I  instructed  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  to  write 
that  I  was  opposed  to  a  Companion  holding  these  two 
important  offices,  and  that  the  Grand  Superintendent 
should  at  once  notify  the  Chapter  to  which  he  had 
referred  as  to  the  effect  of  my  ruling. 

By-Laws  Approved. 

Numerous  By-laws  have  been  submitted  which  I 
approved  and  I  find  that  the  majority  are  adopting 
the  uniform  copy  supplied  by  Grand  Chapter. 

Those  approved  are  as  follows:  Bruce  Chapter, 
No.  53,  Petrolia ;  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  72,  Stirling ; 
Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur ;  Golden  Chap- 
ter, No.  90,  Kenora;  St.  Andrews  Chapter,  No.  139, 
Havelock;  Bernard  Chapter,  No.  146,  Listowell; 
Dochert  Chapter,  No.  248,  Arnprior ;  Cobalt  Chapter, 
No.  203,  Cobalt ;  also  a  number  of  Chapters  submitted 
amendments  to  existing  By-laws. 
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Dispensations. 

Among  the  dispensations  asked  for  and  ordered 
to  be  issued  to  accept  applications  for  membership 
and  confer  the  Capitular  Degrees  on  disabled  breth- 
ren were: 

Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor.  Bro.  Archibald 
Henry  Ellis,  who  lost  his  left  arm  in  the  Great  War. 

Georgian  Chapter,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound.  Bro. 
Charles  Middlebore,  who  is  minus  of  his  left  arm. 

Chantry  Chapter,  No.  130,  Southampton.  Bro.  A. 
E.  Stewart,  whose  right  hand  and  arm  are  paralyzed. 

A  request  was  received  on  November  26th,  to  re- 
ceive a  petition  of  a  Brother  who  had  been  made  a 
Master  Mason  on  November  14th.  I  directed  a  reply 
be  sent  that  the  reason  set  forth  for  the  request  did 
not  warrant  the  granting-  of  a  Dispensation.  If  he 
had  been  a  Master  Mason  for  two  months  the  request 
might  have  been  considered,  but  less  than  twelve 
days  afterwards  to  make  an  application  for  member- 
ship seemed  to  be  hurrying  things  too  quickly. 

Dispensations  were  requested  and  also  issued  for 
officers  of  Chapters  to  proceed  to  properly  equipped 
Masonic  Halls  in  adjacent  towns  or  villages  where 
Chapters  are  located,  and  confer  the  Capitular  De- 
grees on  duly  qualified  candidates.  Requests  such  as 
this  should  be  encouraged  as  much  as  possible,  for 
in  some  of  these  small  towns  or  villages,  where  pro- 
per facilities  exist,  it  may  be  the  means,  at  some 
future  date,  of  having  new  Chapters  formed  there. 

New  Chapter. 

A  new  Chapter,  to  be  known  as  "The  Thomas 
Peters,"  has  been  instituted  at  Windsor  under  the 
most  favourable  conditions,  and  in  that  thriving  city 
should  become  a  prosperous  Chapter.  It  will  create, 
I  feel  sure,  a  greater  interest  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
by  having  two  Chapters,  working  together  in  Wind- 
sor, -as  there  will  be  now. 

There  are  other  suitable  locations  in  our  Jurisdic- 
tions where  in  due  course  Chapters  will  be  instituted 
with  advantage  to  the  communities.  Without  emula- 
tion we  sink  into  mediocrity,  for  nothing  great  or  ex- 
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cellent  can  be  done  without  it.  At  the  same  time  we 
ought  not  to  raise  an  expectation  which  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  satisfy,  but  when  a  good  opportunity 
offers  itself  we  should  not  neglect  to  take  advantage 
of  it. 

Grand  Representatives  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada. 

For  services  rendered  I  was  pleased  to  recommend 
for  appointment  the  following  Companions  to  repre- 
sent the  Grand  Chapters  named,  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada. 

Alabama — R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  W.  Lawrence,  To- 
ronto. 

Nebraska — R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Potts,  Trenton. 

Ohio — M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  London. 

Oregon — Ex.  Comp.  John  J.  Gardiner,  Ottawa. 

Representative  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Having  been  duly  recommended  the  following 
Companion  was  appointed  to  represent  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  near  his  respective  Grand  Juris- 
diction. 

Nevada — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  L.  Fulstone,  Reno. 

Our  Past  Grand  Z.'s. 

As  the  years  come  and  go  we  find  some  of  our 
Past  Grand  First  Principals,  owing  to  advanced  age 
or  ill-health,  are  unable  to  be  with  us  at  our  Annual 
Convocations.  Age  sits  with  decent  grace  upon  their 
bright  and  happy  faces,  and  worthily  becomes  their 
grey  streaked  or  silver  locks.  They  wear  the  marks 
of  many  years  of  well  spent,  well  tried  and  wise  ex- 
perience, given  freely  by  zealous  labour  for  the  wel- 
fare of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

When  we  look  at  our  ever  diminishing  list  of  Past 
Grand  First  Principals,  we  realize,  that  the  hand  of 
death  is  ever  upon  us.  May  I  be  pardoned  if  I  refer 
to  but  two,  who  take  an  active  interest  in  our  Grand 
Chapter  to-day,  by  being  in  constant  attendance  at 
our  Annual  Convocations.  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George 
Moore,  who  links  us  with  the  past,  M.  Ex.  Comps. 
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W.  N.  Ponton  and  E.  T.  Malone.  These  with  the 
other  Past  Grand  First  Principals,  who  have 
achieved  distinction  in  recent  years,  I  would  remind 
them  that  the  evening  of  a  well  spent  life  always 
brings  with  it  a  radiance  of  happiness  and  content- 
ment of  mind. 

Selection  of  Officers. 

I  would  suggest  to  the  constituent  Chapters  that 
the  greatest  care  be  taken  in  the  choice  and  selection 
of  officers.  Select  only  those  who  will  give  service. 
Remember  the  world  will  judge  our  Order  chiefly  by 
those  who  are  known  to  hold  high  positions  among 
us.  The  risk  is  too  great  to  entrust  to  carelessness, 
and  indifferent  hands  the  future  progress  of  our  be- 
loved Order.  The  election  to  office  of  unsuitable  ma- 
terial is  a  mistake.  Simply  because  a  Companion  is  a 
"hail  fellow  well  met"  is  not  sufficient  to-day  to  war- 
rant his  elevation.  The  future  well  being  of  the 
fraternity,  regardless  of  personality,  should  be  placed 
only  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  proven  their 
capability  as  leaders  of  men  and  moulders  of 
thoughtful  ideas. 

Advice  to  Officers. 

To  the  officers  of  constituent  Chapters  I  ask  you 
to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  our  ritualistic  ceremonies 
and  make  the  candidates  understand  the  full  import 
of  our  interesting  symbols.  If  your  Chapter  is 
apathetic,  because  you  have  not  applied  yourself  to 
your  duties  with  fervency  and  zeal,  then  that  apathy 
is  causing  much  qualified  and  worthy  material  in 
this  Jurisdiction  to  remain  unworked. 

Do  you  hold  your  Convocations  regularly  and  on 
time  and  transact  your  business  with  dispatch?  If 
this  is  not  being  done,  then  I  would  ask  you,  my  Com- 
panions, who  are  present  to-day,  that  upon  your  re- 
turn home,  double  your  efforts  to  remove  the  errors, 
seize  your  opportunities  and  fulfill  your  responsi- 
bilities. 

Lessons  of  good  citizenship,  greater  service  to  our 
Companions  and  to  our  fellow  men ;  development  of 
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the  moral  side  and  of  practical  Masonry  will  yield  a 
great  influence  for  good.  Nor  must  we  overlook  the 
social  activities.    All  are  essential  for  success. 

It  has  been  said,  "Work  is  a  weapon  of  honour 
and  he  that  lacks  it  will  never  prosper."  The  very 
essence  of  our  Ritual  is  work,  and  to  work  alone  you 
can  obtain  the  secrets  of  a  Master  Mason  and  the 
Master's  word,  that  all  worthy  Masons  are,  or  should 
be,  endeavouring  to  obtain. 

To  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  should  be  an  honour  of 
which  every  man  should  feel  proud  to  be  signally 
honoured,  by  being  elected  to  an  office  in  a  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  invested  with  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  appertaining  thereto.  It  should 
create  in  any  thinking  Companion  holding  an  office  a 
deep  sense  of  duty  and  responsibility,  and  give  per- 
sonal pleasure  that  comes  only  to  those  possessing  a 
knowledge  of  a  duty  well  done  and  a  task  well  per- 
formed. 

Financial  Condition  of  Chapters. 

Each  Chapter  knows  the  best  conditions  under 
which  it  labours,  but  in  considering  the  question  of 
dues,  I  sincerely  trust  you  will  not  fail  to  scrutinize 
the  financial  statement  of  your  Chapter.  With  few 
exceptions  you  will  find  that  we  have  been  trading 
upon  our  capital,  we  have  been  supplying  the  mem- 
bership in  the  Capitular  Craft  with  all  its  consequent 
benefits  and  advantages,  for  considerable  less  than  it 
costs  the  Chapter  to  carry  that  membership. 

Fundamentally,  the  whole  system  is  wrong.  The 
dues  should  provide  funds  for  maintenance  and 
operating  expenses,  and  the  exaltation  fee  should  be 
placed  in  the  capital  account  to  build  up  a  reserve 
fund  for  equipment,  benevolence  and  other  emergent 
calls  upon  our  finances.  While  not  desiring  to  step 
beyond  my  province  as  your  Grand  Z.,  I  would  urge, 
in  the  strongest  terms  possible,  that  concerted  effort 
be  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  Royal  Craft,  by 
placing  our  constituent  Chapters  upon  a  sound  busi- 
ness basis,  and  demand  a  greater  respect  from  our 
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membership  by  asking  a  fair  price  for  what  we  have 
to  offer. 

Finances. 

As  to  the  finances  of  Grand  Chapter,  under  the 
supervision  of  our  Grand  Treasurer,  we  have  noth- 
ing- to  complain  of.  Each  year  we  are  adding  slowly, 
if  not  largely  to  our  assets.  We  have  just  made  an 
investment  of  $4,000.00  in  registered  bonds. 

Membership. 

From  the  reports  to  be  presented  it  will  be  seen 
our  membership  for  the  past  year  does  not  show  a 
substantial  increase,  although  we  had  some  1,134 
admissions.  This  is  owing  to  the  larger  number  of 
suspensions  and  deaths  than  in  previous  years.  One 
Chapter  reports,  I  have  been  informed,  67  suspen- 
sions for  the  year.  This  is  a  regrettable  list  of  Com- 
panions being  suspended  at  one  time.  It  would  ap- 
pear, however,  our  membership  is  becoming  more 
stabilized.  Those  who  are  now  entering  the  portals 
of  our  Chapters  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  appreciate 
their  membership,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that 
they  do. 

Our  New  Ritual  to  be  Exemplified  in  Montreal 
Next  May. 

It  should  be  gratifying  to  you  to  know  that  our 
new  and  beautiful  ritualistic  work  is  to  be  exemplified 
in  the  City  of  Montreal  next  May  by  the  officers  and 
Companions  of  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145, 
G.R.C.,  Toronto,  under  the  auspices  of  Carnavon 
Chapter,  No.  5,  G.R.Q.,  Montreal. 

The  Principal  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Quebec,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick  will  be  in- 
vited to  be  present  to  witness  the  exemplification, 
and  some  have  already  intimated  their  acceptance. 
The  effect  of  this  presentation  of  our  work,  I  feel 
sure,  will  prove  beneficial  to  the  future  progress  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  throughout  the  Dominion  of 
Canada. 
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Our  Guests. 

Those  of  our  Guests  who  are  with  us  to-day  we 
bid  you  thrice  welcome.  We  have  representatives 
from  Sister  Jurisdictions  both  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  from  the  various  branches 
of  Masonry.  As  I  understand  it,  the  object  of  this 
Grand  Body  is  to  cultivate  and  extend  to  all  our 
guests  at  our  Annual  Convocations  the  sentiments 
of  a  lasting  Masonic  friendship,  for  a  true  friend  is 
forever  a  friend. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
and  appreciation  for  the  honour  of  serving  my  fellow 
Companions.  My  duties  of  office  have  been  most 
pleasant,  my  labours  have  not  been  too  arduous,  and 
I  am  happy  to  say  I  have  had  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  all  the  officers  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted, 


Grand  Z. 
London,  Ont. 

It  was  moved  by  R.Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  address  of  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z. 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  report  thereon 
during  the  present  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS'  REPORTS 

The  Reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents    of 
Districts  were  then  presented. 
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ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT  No.  I. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  a  report 
on  Capitular  Masonry  in  St.  Clair  District,  No.  1, 
for  1928,  and  at  the  same  time  express  my  thanks  to 
the  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  for  dispensations 
granted  to  this  District  during  the  year,  also  bear 
tribute  to  the  efficiency  of  service  rendered  me  at 
all  times  "by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Henry  T.  Smith,  the  counsel  and  co-operation  of  the 
Grand  Registrar,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G.  Meir,  who  ac- 
companied me  on  most  of  my  visits  and  appreciation 
to  the  District  for  electing  me  to  be  their  Grand 
Superintendent. 

The  new  Ritual  having  commended  itself  to  all 
as  much  superior  to  the  old,  I  tried  to  assist  all  the 
Chapters  with  it  to  the  greatest  degree  by  making 
all  my  official  visits  before  the  summer  recess. 
Having  nine  Chapters  in  the  District  I  divided  it 
into  three  groups  of  three  and  asked  each  Chapter 
of  a  group  to  work  a  different  degree  at  the  time  of 
my  visit  and  to  invite  the  other  two  Chapters  of  the 
group  to  attend.  In  this  way  each  group  had  the 
equivalent  of  a  Chapter  of  Instruction  when  the 
three  Chapters  of  a  group  had  been  visited.  The 
Chapters  and  the  degrees  selected  were  as  follows: 


Group  No.  1. 

Chapter. 

Place. 

No. 

Degree. 

Prince  of  Wales 

Amherstburg 

71 

R.A. 

Ark 

'Windsor 

80 

M.E.M. 

King  Cyrus 

Leamington 

Group  No.  2. 

119 

M.M.M. 

Chapter. 

Place. 

No. 

Degree. 

Sombra 

Wallaceburg 

153 

R.A. 

Wellington 

Chatham 

48 

M.E.M. 

MacNabb 

Dresden 

Group  No.  3. 

88 

M.M.M. 

Chapter. 

Place. 

No. 

Degree. 

Lome 

West  Lome 

164 

R.A. 

Erie 

Ridgetown 

73 

M.E.M. 

Blenheim 

Blenheim 

239 

M.M.M. 
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Official  Visits. 

MacNabb  Chapter,  No.  88,  Dresden. — Thurs- 
day evening,  April  5th,  was  the  occasion  of  a  regular 
Meeting  and  of  my  official  visit.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  sharing  the  honours  with  Ex.  Comp.  John  French, 
Scribe  E.  of  this  Chapter,  who  is  the  oldest  active 
Royal  Arch  Mason  in  St.  Clair  District.  Having 
been  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  almost  fifty  years 
ago,  he  has  been  a  regular  attendant  ever  since 
and  under  his  keen  supervision  this  Chapter  has 
none  of  the  difficulties  of  collecting  back  dues  which 
are  the  cause  of  so  many  suspensions  in  other  Chap- 
ters. 

The  work  of  conferring  the  Mark  Master  Mason 
degree  was  ably  done  by  the  officers  of  this  Chapter, 
and  a  good  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  to  the 
First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  Dusten,  who  for  the 
common  good  has  consented  to  carry  on  for  a  second 
term.  He  is  being  ably  assisted  by  Ex.  Comp.  Jeffs, 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  Laird  and  Ex.  Comp.  Biddell. 

I  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to  take  with  me 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  Worth,  a  past  First  Principal  of 
MacNabb  Chapter,  a  past  Grand  Superintendent  of 
St.  Clair  District,  and  the  present  representative  at 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Oklahoma. 

After  closing  we  were  royally  entertained  at 
luncheon,  and  were  loath  to  break  the  companion- 
ship which  this  social  hour  had  made. 

King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  119,  Leamington. — 
Monday  evening,  April  9th,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  this  Chapter  officially  and  of  witnessing  the 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree  conferred.  The  First 
Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  E.  J.  Aitken,  being  in  quaran- 
tine, the  Chapter  was  without  his  services,  but  his 
work  for  the  evening  was  done  by  the  I.P.Z.,  Ex. 
Comp.  B.  E.  Ellis,  assisted  by  Ex.  Comp.  W.  S. 
Setterington,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers.  I  was 
deeply  impressed  by  the  work  of  the  Second  Prin- 
cipal, Ex.  Comp.  C.  M.  Bogart,  who  took  a  great 
share  of  the  work  in  this  degree. 
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I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Ex.  Comp.  A.  T. 
Bristow,  who  up  to  this  year,  has  been  Scribe  E. 
of  this  Chapter,  and  who  has  missed  only  three 
meetings  in  the  last  seventeen  years. 

A  number  of  visiting  Companions  were  present, 
among  them,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  A.  McCubbin,  Grand 
Master  of  the  2nd  Veil,  who  is  at  home  in  King 
Cyrus  Chapter. 

After  the  degree  work,  luncheon  was  served  and 
the  Companions  enjoyed  a  friendly  hour  together. 

Prince  of  Wales  Chapter.  No.  71,  Amherst- 
BURG. — Friday  evening,  April  20th,  I  visited  this 
Chapter  and  as  prearranged,  Ark  Chapter  of  Wind- 
sor and  King  Cyrus  Chapter  of  Leamington  were 
invited  to  be  present. 

After  I  had  been  introduced  by  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E. 
Campbell,  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred 
by  Ex.  Comp.  P.  G.  French  and  his  Officers,  ably 
assisted  by  Ex.  Comps.  H.  E.  Campbell  and  George 
Mickle.  Comp.  H.  H.  Courtney  is  the  very  able  Scribe 
E.  of  this  Chapter  and  his  books  are  well  kept,  and  up 
to  date  with  the  exception  of  the  Mark  Book  which 
before  his  term  as  Scribe  E.,  was  left  incomplete. 
By  untiring  and  persistent  effort  it  too  is  rapidly 
being  brought  up  to  date. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  F.  Waddington  and  P.  J.  Mc- 
Connell,  of  Ark  Chapter,  were  present  and  intro- 
duced by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Y.  Dixon.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  G. 
A.  McCubbin  and  Ex.  Comp.  W.  S.  Setterington 
and  Bert  Ellis  with  a  number  of  others  from 
Leamington,  formed  a  strong  representation  of 
Companions  who  had  been  exalted  in  King  Cyrus 
Chapter. 

After  the  impressive  ceremony,  we  adjourned  to 
a  luncheon  where  a  profitable  hour  was  spent  which 
I  trust  will  keep  ablaze  a  spirit  of  co-operation  be- 
tween the  three  Chapters  in  Essex  County,  that  will 
prove  of  mutual  benefit,  and  bear  fruit  in  increased 
membership  to  the  Royal  Craft. 

Sombra  Chapter,  No.  153,  Wallaceburg. — As 
prearranged,  the  evening  of  April  24th,   was  the 
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occasion  of  a  special  Convocation  of  this  Chapter 
to  exemplify  the  Royal  Arch  degree  for  the  benefit 
of  MacNabb  and  Wellington  Chapters.  Not  only 
were  these  Chapters  represented  by  strong  deputa- 
tions but  four  Companions  from  the  farthest  part 
of  the  District  in  the  persons  of  Ex.  Comps.  G. 
Mickle,  P.  G.  French,  F.  E.  Wilson  and  Comp.  Roy 
Barnes  affirmed  by  their  presence  how  well  the 
District  is  getting  acquainted. 

Ex.  Comp.  Rose '  and  his  officers  conferred  the 
degree  in  most  capable  fashion,  and  his  Principal 
Sojourner,  Comp.  W.  H.  Col  well,  was  deserving  of 
the  compliments  bestowed  by  the  visitors. 

After  labour,  a  happy  hour  was  spent  in  the 
banquet  room,  and  it  looks  as  though  Sombra  Chap- 
ter is  about  to  enter  upon  a  progressive  campaign 
of  expansion. 

Blenheim  Chapter,  No.  239,  Blenheim. — Ac- 
companied by  the  Grand  Registrar,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H. 
G.  Meir,  I  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L. 
Rutherford  to  Blenheim  Chapter  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  2nd,  which  was  the  occasion  of  the 
official  visit. 

This  was  the  first  official  Convocation  of  the 
three  Chapters  of  the  Eastern  part  of  the  District 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Companions  of  Lome  and 
Erie  Chapters,  from  which  there  were  strong  dele- 
gations present,  the  Blenheim  Chapter  exemplified 
the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree.  There  was  also 
a  large  number  of  Companions  from  Wellington 
Chapter,  Chatham,  present  among  whom  were  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  T.  M.  Ferguson,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  G.  Martin 
and  Ex.  Comp.  V.  R.  Weatherhead. 

The  youngest  Chapter  of  the  District  has  even 
now  reached  the  proportions  of  a  strong  and  vigor- 
ous youth  and  this  year  promises  to  surpass  in 
strength  of  members  some  of  the  Chapters  of  this 
District  of  much  earlier  birth. 

The  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  T.  C.  Warwick, 
being  a  "Globe  Trotter"  had  just  returnend  from 
the  Holy  Land  and  European  Countries,  the  week 
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previously,  and  was  under  a  severe  handicap.  He 
presented  to  his  Chapter  a  gavel  made  of  olive  wood 
taken  from  the  Mount  of  Olives  and  "a  white  stone" 
from  the  Quarries  under  the  City  of  Jerusalem.  He 
was  ably  assisted  in  the  work  of  conferring  the 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L. 
Rutherford,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Shillington,  and  Ex.  Comp. 
Baird. 

The  Chapter  Room  is  a  beautiful  place  built 
square,  large  and  well  laid  out,  fitted  with  electrical 
devices,  rheostats,  etc.,  all  of  which  tend  to  make 
the  work  more  impressive.  Blenheim  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  vision  and  foresight  of  its  founders 
who  laid  the  foundations  deep  and  strong  and  from 
present  indications,  each  stone  is  ''well  laid,"  "true" 
and  "trusty." 

Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor. — Ark  Chapter 
is  the  largest  Chapter  in  St.  Clair  District  and  is 
nourished  by  ten  "Blue  Lodges"  in  Windsor  alone. 
All  are  suitably  and  comforably  accommodated  in 
in  the  large  and  spacious  Temple,  and  it  goes  with- 
out saying  that  here  is  one  of  the  greatest  fields  for 
advancing  the  standards  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
the  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Under  the  guidance  and 
vision  of  Ex.  Comp.  C.  S.  Smith,  ably  assisted  bv 
Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Waddington,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  A. 
McCubbin  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  J.  McConnell,  Capitu- 
lar Masonry  is  advancing  in  a  manner  that  will 
again  bring  credit  to  Ark  Chapter,  honour  to  St. 
Clair  District,  and  increase  in  number  of  loyal  and 
Royal  Craftsmen  on  the  roll  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Ark  Chapter  offi- 
cially on  May  21st,  and  Ex.  Comp.  C.  S.  Smith  with 
his  Officers  and  Past  First  Principals  conferred  the 
Most  Excellent  Master  degree  for  the  benefit  of  King 
Cyrus  Chapter,  of  Leamington,  and  Prince  of  Wales 
Chapter,  of  Amherstburg,  which  were  visiting,  in  a 
most  creditable  manner.  The  books  of  this  Chapter 
are  a  model,  complete  in  detail.  Ark  Chapter  has 
adopted  the  loose  leaf  system  of  filing  its  Marks  and 
this  Books  is  kept  up  to  date. 
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After  the  labour  of  the  evening  was  completed, 
we  repaired  to  the  banquet  hall  where  all  that  could 
be  desired  was  supplied  in  the  nature  of  speech, 
song"  and  repast.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  C.  Reid,  a  Past 
Grand  Supt.  of  London  District,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H. 
G.  Meir  contributed  materially  to  the  oratorical  and 
inspirational  uplift  of  the  banquet  table. 

Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham. — 
While  May  31st  was  to  bring  together  Sombra,  Mac- 
Nabb  and  Wellington  Chapters  in  Chatham  for  the 
exemplification  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree, 
nearly  every  Chapter  in  the  District  was  represented 
and  all  acknowledged  that  they  had  never  witnessed 
anything  finer  in  Masonry  and  avowed  that  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  degree  as  exemplified  by  Welling- 
ton Chapter  was  the  most  impressive  and  inspiring 
in  Masonry. 

The  Chapter  room  was  worthy  of  such  an  occas- 
ion. Wellington  Chapter  being  the  oldest  in  the  Dis- 
trict is  looked  up  to  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
completely  equipped.  The  East  was  crowded  with 
Grand  Chapter  Officers  and  First  Principals  from 
all  parts  of  the  District  and  the  "Princes  and 
Rulers"  were  represented  by  a  capacity  attendance 
of  Royal  Arch  Companions.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G. 
Meir,  Grand  Registrar,  accompanied  me  on  this 
official  visit  to  my  Mother  Chapter  and  we  were  in- 
troduced by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Cree,  Past  Grand  Principal 
Sojourner,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  M.  Ferguson,  Past 
Grand  Supt.  of  Rivers,  Manitoba. 

Chapter  was  called  off  and  Ex.  Comp.  V.  R. 
Weatherhead  and  his  Officers  with  a  degree  team 
of  sixteen  to  do  the  floor  work,  opened  in  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  degree  and  conferred  this  degree 
on  two  candidates  in  a  manner  that  impressed  not 
only  the  candidates  but  everyone  who  was  privileged 
to  be  present.  Many  were  witnessing  the  improved 
form  of  working  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree 
for  the  first  time  and  the  occasion  to  them  was  not 
only  a  revelation  of  the  wonderful  work  that  their 
Mother  Chapter  is  doing,  but  a  convincing  proof 
that  the  adoption  of  the  revised  Ritual  was  well 
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advised  and  most  of  all,  everyone  realized  himself 
a  Most  Excellent  Master  re-born,  instinctively  par- 
ticipating in  the  dramatic  setting  and  appreciating 
in  a  new  way  the  value  of  this  degree.  I  am  sure  that 
those  visitors  who  witnessed  the  degree  will  go  back 
to  their  Mother  Chapters  bearing  ideas  that  cannot 
fail  to  make  for  greater  efficiency  in  the  months  that 
lie  before. 

After  the  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters 
was  closed,  the  Chapter,  was  called  on  and 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Meir  complimented  the  First 
Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  V.  R.  Weatherhead,  and 
his  officers,  and  gave  a  very  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  historic  setting  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry.  He  pointed  out  that  we  might  do 
well  to  take  a  lesson  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
England  and  make  Capitular  Masonry  a  continua- 
tion of  Craft  Masonry  and  the  time  that  must  elapse 
between  the  Master  Mason's  degree  and  the  Mark 
degree  the  same  as  that  between  the  E.A.,  the  F., 
and  the  M.M.,  four  weeks  as  it  is  in  England  instead 
of  three  months. 

The  evening  was  now  far  spent  and  we  ad- 
journed to  the  banquet  hall  where  luncheon  was 
served  and  everyone  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
harmonious  companionship  always  evident  in  Wel- 
lington Chapter. 

Erie  Chapter,  No.  73,  Ridgetown. — On  June 
4th,  I  visited  Erie  Chapter  to  witness  the  conferring 
of  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree.  The  small 
attendance  of  Erie  members  was  augmented  by 
visitors  from  Chatham  and  West  Lome.  The  First 
Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  J.  G.  Montgomery,  was  some- 
what handicapped  in  being  without  his  Second  and 
Third  Principals,  but  was  ably  assisted  by  a  number 
of  Past  First  Principals. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  officers  conferred 
this  degree,  I  know  that  Erie  Chapter  is  making 
every  effort  to  keep  up  with  the  foremost  Chapters 
and  can  be  depended  on  to  show  steady  healthy 
growth.     The  officers  and   Past  Principals,   whom 
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I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  are  very  enthusiastic 
as  to  the  future  and  prophesy  an  era  of  progress 
for  their  Chapter. 

After  the  degree  work,  luncheon  was  served  and 
a  profitable  period  of  social  intercourse  followed 
during  which  good  ideas  were  exchanged  and  real 
benefit  derived. 

Lorne  Chapter,  No.  164,  West  Lorne. — Hav- 
ing obtained  special  dispensation  to  hold  their 
regular  Convocation  in  the  large  I.O.O.F.  Hall  on 
October  5th,  Lome  Chapter  was  free  to  send  in- 
vitations to  Erie  and  Blenheim  Chapters  to  make 
their  return  Fraternal  visit  to  watch  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  conferred  according  to  the  revised  Ritual. 
This  was  also  to  be  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit. 

Having  allotted  plenty  of  time  for  the  trip  from 
Windsor  to  West  Lorne  and  any  ordinary 
emergencies,  I  expected  to  reach  my  destination 
early  enough  to  look  over  the  small  quarters  in 
which  Lorne  Chapter  generally  carries  on  its  work. 
Extraordinary  difficulties  en  route  prevented  this 
and  when  I  arrived  was  disappointed  in  finding 
neither  Erie  Chapter  nor  Blenheim  Chapter  repre- 
sented and  there  were  no  candidates  available.  This 
proved  to  be  the  only  visit  on  which  I  was  not  per- 
mitted to  see  the  officers  confer  a  degree.  However, 
the  meeting  was  thrown  open  to  the  Companions 
who  used  the  rest  of  the  eveninng  to  clear  up  their 
difficulties  and  much  good  was  accomplished.  If 
it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Superintend- 
ent, of  London  District,  No.  2,  is  already  too  much 
over-worked,  I  would  advocate  that  Lorne  Chapter 
could  be  better  served  from  that  District. 

The  evening  was  closed  in  the  banquet  room 
where  all  enjoyed  a  social  hour  together. 

As  usual  a  faithful  coterie  of  Companions  from 
Wellington  Chapter  accompanied  me  in  the  persons 
of  Ex.  Comp.  V.  R.  Weatherhead,  Comps,  J.  D. 
Cameron,  C.  H.  Waghorne,  E.  A.  Miller,  J.  A. 
Aitken,  C.  E.  Clements,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  G. 
Martin. 
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Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham. — 
Knowing  that  Wellington  Chapter  always  tries,  at 
the  last  meeting  before  the  summer  recess  each  year, 
to  put  on  a  function  that  will  not  only  attract  Com- 
panions from  far  and  near  but  which  will  leave  them 
burning  with  enthusiasm  for  Capitular  Masonry 
and  eager  to  resume  their  labours  in  the  Fall,  I 
promised  Ex.  Comp.  V.  R.  Weatherhead,  First  Prin- 
cipal of  Wellington  Chapter,  that  I  would  take  the 
responsibility  of  filling  all  of  the  chairs  with  Grand 
Chapter  Officers  and  confer  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
on  whatever  condidates  he  would  produce. 

The  meeting  was  called  for  Thursday,  June  21st, 
at  which  every  Chapter  in  the  District  was  repre- 
sented and  the  Grand  Chapter  Officers  selected  to 
confer  the  degree  were  as  follows : 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  A.  McCubbin      G.M.  of  the  2nd  Veil Z. 

Grand   Registrar  _ H. 

P.G.  Supt _ J. 

P.G.  Steward  S.E. 

P.G.  Soj _ S.N. 

P.G.  Supt PS. 

P.G.  Supt S.S. 

P.G.  Supt _ J.S. 

P.G.  Supt 4th  Veil' 

P.G.  Steward 3rd  Veil 

G.  Supt _ 2nd  Veil 

P.G.  Scribe  (N.B.) 1st  Veil 


R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
V.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 
R.  Ex. 


H.  G.  Meir 

T.  M.  Ferguson 

J.  G.  Matrin 

A.  S.  H.  Cree 

P.  J.  McConnell 

Harry   Campbell 

Frank  Laird 

Ed.  Worth 

J.  L.  Smith 

W.  J.  Haydon 

E.  W.  Jarvis 

D.  W.  McDonald    P.G.  Supt.  ...  D.  of  C. 

This  team  left  nothing  to  be  desired  by  the  250 
Companions  assembled  and  gave  them  sustenance 
aplenty  for  the  summer  respite. 

The  banquet  table  was  presided  over  by  R.E. 
Comp.  Cree,  who  coupled  with  the  various  toasts 
the  names  of  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Meir,  McConnell,  Fergu- 
son and  Haydon. 

The  evening  of  November  22nd  (Thursday), 
was  the  occasion  of  a  happy  Convocation  at  Wel- 
lington Chapter,  Chatham,  to  receive  the  M.  Ex. 
Grand  First  Principal,  Edwin  Smith,  and  his  brother, 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.  Many 
Royal  Companions  gathered  and  robed  in  royal 
purple  and  gold  lace  were  received  into  the  Chapter 
room,  along  with  the  Grand  Z.,  by  the  First  Prin- 
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cipal  of  Wellington  Chapter,  Ex.  Comp.  V.  R. 
Weatherhead. 

After  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  had  been 
conferred  upon  two  candidates,  both  the  Grand  First 
Principal  and  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  congratulated 
the  officers  on  the  perfection  of  their  work  and 
particularly  on  the  floor  work  of  the  team. 

Perhaps  the  most  pleasant  surprise  of  my  Ma- 
sonic career  was  then  enacted.  The  Grand  Z., 
acting  for  Wellington  Chapter,  presented  me  with 
an*  Honorary  Membership  in  my  Mother  Chapter. 
I  was  further  honoured  by  being  asked  to  preside 
at  the  banquet  table  at  which  about  200  Companions 
assembled. 

The  Toast  List  included  the  names  of  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  H.  G.  Meir,  C.  E.  Awrey,  T.  M.  Ferguson 
and  John  W.  Wilde,  and  these  speeches  were  inter- 
spersed with  musical  numbers. 

Church  Services. 

The  16th  day  of  September,  1928,  Sunday,  was 
the  occasion  of  a  Divine  Service  for  Royal  Arch 
Masons  at  St.  Thomas  Church,  Dover,  for  which 
special  Dispensation  had  been  granted  by  the  Grand 
Z.  to  Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47.  The  preacher 
for  the  afternoon  was  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  S.  H.  Cree, 
a  Past  Grand  Principal  Sojourner,  and  his  message 
was  built  upon  the  text  "Ask  and  it  shall  be  given 
you,  seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you."  He  spoke  of  the  nobility  of 
labour  and  industry  in  striving  for  the  best  things 
in  life.  In  order  that  labour  may  be  successful  it 
must  be  dedicated  to  the  highest  cause  and  in  that 
event,  the  revelation  will  be  the  final  crown  of 
earnest  effort.  "Be  strong,  all  ye  people  of  the  land, 
saith  the  Lord,  and  work,  for  I  am  with  you,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts."  This  able  discourse  was  one  of 
the  bright  spots  of  the  inspiring  afternoon. 

Our  most  distinguished  visitor  was  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  who,  while  upholding  the  dignity  of 
his  high  office  showed  a  most  democratic  attitude 
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and  became  one  among  the  Companions.  After 
the  Divine  Service,  which  was  held  outside,  the  Com- 
panions assembled  in  the  Church,  where  they  had 
the  honour  and  pleasure  of  listening  to  an  inspiring 
and  glowing  account  of  the  wonderful  progress  and 
enthusiasm  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  all  parts  of  the 
(I rand  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Can- 
ada. 

Other  visitors  from  London  who  came  to  show 
honour  and  tribute  to  the  preacher  of  the  occasion 
were  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Plewes,  Grand  Senior  Warden 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario;  the  Grand  Principal  Sojourner,  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  John  W.  Wilde,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  C.  Wood- 
ward, a  past  Grand  Supt.,  of  London  District,  No.  2, 
and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Abell. 

Sombra  Chapter,  No.  153,  Wallaceburg. — 
After  obtaining  special  dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Z.,  Sombra  Chapter  called  the  District  to  Divine 
Service  in  Knox  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Wallace- 
burg on  Sunday,  September  23rd,  at  11  o'clock. 

While  MacNabb  and  Wellington  Chapters  were 
the  only  ones  represented  by  visitors,  the  meeting 
was  gratifying  to  those  in  charge  and  the  centre  of 
the  Church  was  reserved  for  and  well  filled  by  loyal 
Companions  of  the  Royal  Craft.  The  preacher  for 
the  occasion  was  Rev.  D.  J.  Lane,  B.A. 

After  the  service,  the  Companions  returned  to 
the  Chapter  room,  passed  the  usual  motions,  their 
appreciation  to  the  Grand  Z.,  for  granting  Dispensa- 
tion and  expressed  the  hope  that  much  benefit  to 
Sombra  Chapter  and  Capitular  Masonry  would  fol- 
low. 

Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor. — On  December 
3rd,  Ark  Chapter,  Windsor,  were  hosts  to  King 
Cyrus  Chapter,  Leamington,  at  a  joint  installation 
ceremony  over  which  I  had  been  asked  to  preside. 
The  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  had  granted  Dis- 
pensation to  King  Cyrus  Chapter  and  was  present. 

I  was  assisted  in  the  installation  by  the  Grand 
Z.,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  the  Grand  Registrar, 
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R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G.  Meir,  Past  Grand  Supts.  R.  Ex. 
Comps.  M.  B.  Squires,  P.  J.  McConnell,  H.  T.  Copus, 
J.  C.  Reid,  W.  F.  Waddington  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E. 
A.  McCubbin. 

The  installation  being  completed,  we  adjourned 
to  the  banquet  hall  where  a  moose  dinner  was  served 
under  the  direction  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Manley  B. 
Squires.  Here  two  happy  incidents  transpired. 
Ex.  Comp.  C.  S.  Smith,  I.P.Z.  of  Ark  Chapter,  was 
presented  with  a  Past  Z.'s  Jewel  by  the  Grand  Z., 
acting  for  Ark  Chapter,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  B. 
Squires  was  presented  with  a  Past  Grand  Superin- 
tendent's Jewel  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  J.  McConell  on 
behalf  of  Ark  Chapter. 

Just  before  the  Installation  ceremony,  Ark  Chap- 
ter held  a  short  regular  meeting  at  which  approval 
was  granted  and  recommendation  made  to  the  Grand 
Z.,  to  permit  the  formation  of  a  new  Chapter  in  the 
Border  Cities. 

A  New  Chapter. 

The  Thomas  Peters  Chapter,  U.D.,  Windsor. 
— Last  June  steps  were  taken  to  form  a  new  Chapter 
in  the  Border  Cities  but  until  Ark  Chapter  was 
asked  and  granted  its  approval  on  December  3rd, 
the  machinery  moved  slowly.  On  December  12th, 
the  Dispensation  was  received  to  hold  this  new 
Chapter  to  be  known  as  The  Thomas  Peters  Chap- 
ter. 

It  was  my  pleasant  privilege  to  institute  this 
new  Chapter,  with  which  ceremony  I  was  assisted 
by  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  A.  McCubbin  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H. 
G.  Meir.  It  started  with  thirty-one  Charter  mem- 
bers and  at  the  first  meeting  received  ten  applica- 
tions for  exaltation  and  two  for  affiliation. 

Feeling  that  this  Chapter  should  be  given  every 
care  I  was  present  at  its  second  regular  Convoca- 
tion. After  ten  applications  for  exaltation  and  two 
for  affiliation  had  successfully  passed  the  ballot,  I 
was  more  than  pleased  with  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  the  officers  conferred  the  Mark  Master  Ma- 
son degree  on  six  candidates. 
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Ark  Chapter,  No.  80  has  from  the  beginning 
taken  a  kindly  interest  in  the  birth  and  nourishment 
of  this  baby  Chapter  and  has  furnished  it  with  all 
regalia  and  equipment  for  its  work  as  it  passes 
through  the  initial  stages  of  its  development.  This 
sympathetic  attitude  of  co-operation  will  contribute 
to  the  strength  of  both  Windsor  Chapters. 

A  major  share  of  credit  is  due  the  Grand 
Registrar,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G.  Meir,  for  preliminary 
work  in  connection  with  this  Chapter,  and  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  McCubbin  was  the  power  which  served  to 
carry  the  conception  to  final  fulfillment. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  G.  Martin,  my  District  Scribe  E.,  who 
accompanied  me  on  all  of  my  visits,  inspected  the 
books  of  the  various  Chapters  and  made  timely 
suggestions ;  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Meir,  Grand  Registrar, 
for  valued  counsel  and  advice;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Meir 
carries  his  office  with  dignity  backed  by  a  fund  of 
knowledge  of  Capitular  Masonry  that  makes  him 
both  a  favourite  and  a  real  asset  in  any  District 
and  St.  Clair  may  well  boast  of  this  worthy  Grand 
Chapter  Officer  who  comes  to  us  from  Halton  Chap- 
ton,  No.  234,  of  Georgetown;  to  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H. 
Ferguson,  who  through  my  Masonic  career,  has 
given  cheer,  guidance  and  assistance  and  to  Ex. 
Comp.  V.  R.  Weatherhead  who  suported  me  on  all 
my  visits  most  loyally. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  with  best 
wishes  for  our  Royal  Fraternity. 

W.  J.  Haydon, 

Grand  Supt.  St.  Clair  District  No.  1. 
Chatham,  Ontario. 
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LONDON  DISTRICT  No.  2. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration my  report  on  Capitular  Masonry  in  Lon- 
don District,  No.  2,  for  the  year  1928. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  honour  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Companions 
of  the  District,  in  electing  me  to  the  office  of  the 
Grand  Superintendent,  and  also  to  the  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  different  Chapters  for  their  kind- 
ness and  consideration  during  my  official  visits.  It 
is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  perfect  harmony  pre- 
vails throughout  the  whole  District,  and  the  Com- 
panions are  of  the  go-ahead  spirit  which  augurs  well 
for  the  Royal  Craft  in  general.  Another  pleasant 
feature  of  my  official  visits  was  the  fact  that  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  H.  E.  Livermore,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E. 
Abell,  of  my  Mother  Chapter,  along  with  Ex.  Comp. 
G.  H.  Martin,  of  Nilestown  Chapter,  and  Ex.  Comp. 
R.  L.  Armstrong,  District  Secretary,  accompanied  me 
on  all  my  official  visits.  I  visited  each  Chapter  in  the 
District  once,  and  some  of  them  twice. 

In  all  my  visits  I  have  endeavoured  to  impress 
upon  the  members  the  act  of  sociability  amongst  the 
members,  especially  at  the  "Fourth  Degree" ;  also  the 
importance  of  keeping  the  Book  of  Marks  up  to  date. 

FRATERNAL  VISITS. 

On  April  12th,  I  visited  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54, 
St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  accompanied  by  the  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  Grand  First  Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
H.  E.  Livermore,  Past  Grant  Supt.,  London  District, 
No.  2;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Abell;  Ex.  Comp.  Mills,  of 
Sudbury,  now  residing  in  London;  Ex.  Comp.  G.  H. 
Martin,  of  Nilestown  Chapter;  Ex.  Comp.  R.  L.  Arm- 
strong, of  St.  Andrews'  Chapter,  London.  We  wit- 
nessed the  Royal  Arch  degree  conferred  by  Past  Prin- 
cipals of  the  Chapter,  which  we  enjoyed.  The  Chap- 
ter room  presented  a  most  profound  impression,  the 
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equipment  being-  adequate  in  every  particular.  We 
then  repaired  to  the  banquet  hall,  where  all  enjoyed 
the  "Fourth  Degree."  The  spirit  of  harmony  and 
good  fellowship  prevailed  among  those  present. 

I  visited  Wawanosh  Chapter,  No.  15,  Sarnia,  on 
April  13th,  assumed  the  Chair  and  conferred  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  I  complimented  the  officers  on 
the  proficient  way  in  which  the  degree  was  conferred. 

On  April  20th  I  visited  Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81, 
Aylmer,  accompanied  by  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Abell,  and 
witnessed  the  Royal  Arch  degree  conferred  in  an  im- 
pressive and  dignified  manner.  Afterwards  we  en- 
joyed a  half-an-hour  at  the  refreshment  board. 

I  accompanied  Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  of  Petrolia, 
on  April  25th,  on  its  pilgrimage  to  Brigden,  Ontario, 
accompanied  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand 
Z.;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Abell;  where  Ex.  Comp.  Hib- 
bert,  of  Bruce  Chapter,  and  his  officers,  conferred  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  on  a  class  of  nine  candidates,  all 
residents  of  Brigden.  This  meeting  will  no  doubt  be 
productive  of  many  applications  to  Bruce  Chapter. 

Official  Visits. 

On  April  27th  I  visited  St.  George's  Chapter,  No. 
5,  London,  Ont.,  accompanied  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin 
Smith,  Grand  First  Principal.  We  were  received  by 
Ex.  Comp.  Delaney  and  his  Council.  The  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  conferred  in  a  very  dignified  manner. 
After  the  meeting  we  all  adjourned  to  the  banquet 
hall,  where  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The 
guest  speaker  of  the  evening  being  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Sir 
George  Royle,  Grand  Standard  Bearer  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  England,  who  gave  a  very  interesting  and 
instructive  talk  on  Masonry.  This  is  my  Mother 
Chapter,  the  Register  showing  that  I  received  the 
degrees  in  July,  1908. 

On  May  4th  I  visited  Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81, 
Aylmer,  Ont.,  and  was  given  a  hearty  welcome  by 
the  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Fear,  acting  as  First  Principal, 
in  the  absence  of  Ex.  First  Principal  Montieth,  who 
was  ill.  I  witnessed  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree 
which  was  conferred  in  a  very  dignified  manner.    I 
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congratulated  the  First  Principal  on  the  class  of 
officers  in  this  Chapter,  and  for  the  excellent  work 
they  had  been  doing.  Immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  Chapter,  we  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall,  where 
one  hour  was  pleasantly  spent  listening  to  music  and 
speeches. 

I  visited  Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74,  Strathroy,  Ont., 
on  May  7th,  and  was  received  by  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Mc- 
Fadden,  the  Ex.  First  Principal,  and  witnessed  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  which  was  conferred  in  an  ex- 
cellent manner.  I  congratulated  the  First  Principal, 
and  his  officers,  for  the  class  of  work  they  were 
doing.  After  the  close  of  the  meeting  we  enjoyed 
refreshments  and  speeches  from  different  Com- 
panions. 

On  May  9th  I  visited  St.  Andrew  Chapter,  No. 
238,  London,  Ont.,  accompanied  by  the  M.  Ex.  Grand 
First  Principal,  Edwin  Smith,  and  eleven  Grand 
Chapter  Officers,  residing  in  London,  whose  names 
appear  below.  Also  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  McNeil,  Strath- 
roy; R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Y.  Morrison,  Woodstock;  Past 
Grand  Supts.  were  received  by  the  Ex.  First  Prin- 
cipal, R.  L.  Armstrong,  and  was  given  a  hearty  wel- 
come by  the  Companions.  This  being  the  Sixth 
Anniversary  of  this  Chapter,  the  roll  was  called  of 
the  Charter  Members.  Each  presented  himself  be^ 
fore  the  Altar,  but  one  of  the  members,  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
T.  P.  Elliott,  who  had  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond. 
The  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  spoke  in  fitting 
terms  and  draped  the  Warrant  in  memory  of  the  V. 
Ex.  Companion.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the 
conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  by  the  following 
Grand  Chapter  Officers :  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith, 
Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Graham,  H.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H. 
E.  Livermore,  J.;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  E.  Sommerville, 
S.E. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  A.  Boss,  S.N. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  0. 
Ellwood,  P.S.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Wild,  S.S.;  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  E.  A.  Webb,  J.S. ;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Abell, 
4th  V. ;  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Tom  Cousins,  3rd  V. ;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  S.  Barnard,  2nd  V.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  V.  A. 
Buchner,  1st  V. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Gilbert,  D.  of 
C. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  C.  Woodward,  Organist. 
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The  degree  was  conferred  in  a  very  impressive 
manner  with  full  musical  Ritual,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J. 
H.  C.  Woodward  at  the  Organ.  I  then  presented  the 
four  City  Chapters  with  a  Mosaic  floor  cloth  for 
the  Chapter  room.  The  First  Principals  of  the  four 
Chapters  being  present,  acknowledged,  expressing 
their  thanks  and  appreciation  for  such  a  kindly  gift. 
I  was  then  asked  by  the  First  Principal,  to  present 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Smith,  on  behalf  of  the  mem- 
bers of  St.  Andrew's  Chapter,  with  a  Gold  Bar,  a 
double  triangle  to  be  worn  on  his  Past  Principal's 
Jewel,  as  a  remembrance  of  the  Chapter,  he  being 
the  First  Principal,  when  the  Chapter  was  institut- 
ed; also  this  meeting  was  held  on  his  birthday. 
Afterwards  we  all  repaired  to  the  banquet  room 
where  music  and  speeches  were  listened  to  and  en- 
joyed. This  is  indeed  one  of  the  best  meetings  and 
more  in  attendance,  than  has  been  held  in  London 
for  some  time. 

I  visited  Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas, 
Ont.,  on  May  10th,  and  was  received  in  the  Chapter 
room  by  Ex.  First  Principal,  Warren  Miller.  Chap- 
ter was  then  "called  off,"  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ferring the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree,  which  was 
conferred  in  a  dignified  manner.  After  the  meeting 
a  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent  at  the  ' 'Fourth  De- 
gree." When  entering  the  Chapter  room  one  could 
not  but  be  impressed  by  the  completeness  of  their 
equipment.  It  is  one  of  the  best  conducted  Chap- 
ters that  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  sit  in. 

On  May  11th  I  visited  Wawanosh  Chapter,  No. 
15,  Sarnia,  Ont.,  was  given  a  very  warm  welcome  by 
the  Ex.  First  Principal,  A.  Chalmers.  After  the 
business  session,  the  Chapter  was  "called  off,"  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
degree.  The  marching  during  the  ceremony  was 
very  impressively  done,  and  the  untiring  efforts  of 
Comp.  Fry  at  the  Organ  added  much  zest.  After- 
wards harmony  and  good  fellowship  prevailed  at  the 
banquet  table. 

Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  Petrolia,  Ont.,  was  visited 
by  me  on  May  16th,  and  I  was  received  in  the  Chap- 
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ter  room  by  Ex.  First  Principal  Hibbert,  and  was 
given  a  very  kind  welcome.  This  Chapter  is  pro- 
gressing, in  a  very  satisfactory  way.  I  am  an  Hon- 
orary Member  of  this  Chapter,  and  have  witnessed 
the  degree  work  several  times  which  was  very 
efficiently  done.  There  was  not  any  degree  work  at 
this  meeting ;  the  entire  meeting  was  devoted  to  the 
revision  of  their  by-laws.  Afterwards  a  very  enjoy- 
able hour  was  spent  at  the  banquet  table,  which  in- 
cluded speeches  from  many  visitors.  At  the  request 
of  the  First  Principal,  I  presented  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
Burley  with  apron  and  sash  suitable  to  his  rank  as 
a  Grand  Chapter  Officer. 

On  May  23rd  I  visited  St.  John's  Chapter,  No,  3, 
London,  Ont.,  and  was  received  by  the  Ex.  First 
Principal,  W.  J.  Kilpatrick.  Being  a  Past  Z.'s  night 
the  Chair  was  occupied  by  the  Past  Z.  Elgie,  assist- 
ed by  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Ellwood  and  Gilbert,  two  old 
veterans.  The  work  was  carried  on  in  an  excellent 
and  impressive  manner.  This  Chapter  being  one  of 
the  original  bodies  at  the  formation  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter, R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ellwood  gave  a  review  of  its  his- 
tory from  the  birth  of  Grand  Chapter  down  to  the 
present. 

I  visited  on  June  4th  Vimy  Chapter,  No.  214, 
Inwood,  Ont.,  and  was  received  by  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G. 
Laws,  the  First  Principal,  in  the  Chapter  room,  and 
was  given  a  most  cordial  welcome.  I  witnessed  the 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree  which  was  given  in  a 
very  impressive  manner.  Then  we  adjourned  to 
banquet  room  where  we  all  enjoyed  ourselves  by 
partaking  of  a  dainty  served  repast  by  the  Ladies' 
Aid  of  Inwood.  The  meeting  came  to  a  close  by 
speeches  from  Companions  of  Inwood,  Petrolia  and 
Oil  Springs.  This  Chapter  seems  to  have  taken  on 
a  new  lease  of  life  and  I  look  forward  to  a  very 
healthy  growth  for  Vimy  Chapter. 

On  June  5th  I  visited  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No. 
242,  Lambeth,  Ont.,  and  was  received  in  the  Chap- 
ter room  by  acting  First  Principal,  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
A.  E.  Sommerville.  A  warm  welcome  was  given  me; 
As  the  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  D.  Irwin,  was  ill,  so 
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no  degrees  were  conferred.  After  the  business  of  the 
evening  was  transacted,  we  adjourned  to  the  ban- 
quet hall  where  interesting-  talks  were  given  on  Ma- 
sonry by  the  visiting  Companions.  One  of  the 
visitors  was  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  McDonald,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  spoke  on  the 
progress  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  United  States. 

Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78,  Parkhill,  Ont., 
was  visited  by  me  on  June  6th,  and  I  was  given  a 
most  cordial  welcome  in  the  Chapter  room  by  the 
First  Principal,  J.  C.  Lawson.  I  witnessed  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  which  was  conferred  in  a  very  impres- 
sive manner.  After  the  meeting  luncheon  was  given 
which  everyone  enjoyed.  I  find  this  Chapter  estab- 
lished in  their  new  quarters,  which  are  very  con- 
venient for  their  work,  and  the  Chapter  room  is  well 
equipped. 

On  September  19th  I  visited  Nilestown  Chapter, 
No.  247,  Nilestown,  Ont,  accompanied  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  who  is  a  Charter  member  of 
this  Chapter.  I  was  received  in  the  Chapter  room 
by  Ex.  Comp.  Beat  tie,  First  Principal,  who  present- 
ed for  inspection  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  using  the 
new  Ritual.  The  officers  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  presentation  of  this  Supreme  degree.  In  look- 
ing over  the  records,  I  find  this  Chapter  has  38 
members,  yet  their  paraphernalia  and  equipment 
equals  any  Chapter  in  the  District.  A  bright  future 
for  Nilestown  Chapter  is  assured. 

I  visited  London  Chapter,  No.  150,  London,  Ont., 
on  October  16th,  and  wras  received  in  a  most  cordial 
way  by  Ex.  Comp.  Legg,  First  Principal.  The  Mark 
Master  Mason  degree  was  conferred  in  a  particu- 
larly splendid  manner.  Every  member  participating 
in  the  degree  knew  his  work  thoroughly;  their  floor 
work  being  particularly  praise-worthy.  Several 
bright  and  interesting  speeches  were  given.  This 
Chapter  may  feel  proud  of  its  past  record,  and  a 
splendid  future  is  in  store  for  it. 

On  October  19th  I  arranged  a  reception  for  the 
Grand  First  Principal,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith, 
for  which  I  asked  for  committees  from  the  Chapters 
of  the  District  and  for  their  kind  co-operation.   I  was 
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rather  disappointed  in  the  attendance,  owing  to  ad- 
verse weather  conditions.  Over  500  Royal  Arch 
Masons  and  their  ladies  were  present.  Companions 
of  the  District  presented  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith 
with  a  beautiful  Grandfathers  clock.  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
0.  Ellwood  made  the  presentation,  and  Mrs.  Smith 
was  the  recipient  of  a  beautiful  bouquet  of  Am- 
erican cut  roses.  Dancing,  cards,  organ  recital  and  a 
miscellaneous  programme  was  furnished.  It  was  a 
splendid  evening's  entertainment  for  those  present. 

On  Sunday,  November  11th,  Armistice  Day,  the 
Companions  of  London  and  District  attended  Divine 
Worship  Service,  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  Over  400 
Companions  were  present  and  listened  to  a  most 
eloquent  and  instructive  sermon  by  His  Lordship, 
Bishop  Farthing,  of  Montreal. 

Aylmer  Chapter,  Aylmer,  was  visited  by  me  for 
the  purpose  of  installing  their  officers.  Assisted  by 
Ex.  Comp.  Elgie,  and  Ex.  Comps.  H.  E.  Abell,  and 
Charles  Gilbert,  who  acted  as  Director  of  Cere- 
monies. After  the  installation  a  happy  hour  was 
enjoyed  in  the  banquet  hall,  where  a  most  excellent 
address  was  given  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Fear. 

On  December  29th  one  of  the  outstanding  events 
of  the  District  took  place  at  the  Masonic  Temple, 
London,  Ont.,  by  the  joint  installation  of  the  four 
City  Chapters  and  of  the  Chapters  at  Lambeth,  and 
Nilestown.  It  was  a  privilege  to  occupy  the  Chair  as 
installing  Principal,  assisted  by  Comps.  Elgie,  Abell, 
Gilbert,  Boss,  Ellwood,  Barnard,  Wild,  Delaney,  Martin, 
Hardy,  Crinklaw,  Summers  and  the  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith.  Past  Principals'  Jewels  were  presented 
to  Comp.  Kilpatrick  (now  Mayor  of  London) ,  Comp. 
Delaney  and  Comp.  Beattie.  The  presentations  were 
made  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Smith,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Graham.  Many  distinguished  Companions  were 
present  including  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Austin  Evans, 
Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
who  gave  a  most  interesting  address  on  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.    A  splendid  banquet  followed. 

All  for  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
W.  L.  Stewart, 
London,  Ont.       Grand  Supt.  London  District,  No.  2. 
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WILSON  DISTRICT  No.  3. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Wilson  District, 
No.  3.  First  before  doing  so,  I  wish  to  express  to 
the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  First  Principal,  my  sincere 
appreciation  for  the  honour  he  conferred  upon  me 
when  he  entrusted  me  with  the  duty  and  privilege 
of  representing  him  in  this  District  for  the  current 
year.  I  also  wish  to  assure  him  that  throughout  the 
District  the  toast  to  the  Grand  Chapter  has  been 
received  with  unbounded  enthusiasm,  testifying  to 
the  popularity  of  our  Grand  Chapter  Officers. 

My  first  official  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp. 
A.  S.  Crawford,  of  Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersoll, 
as  District  Secretary,  a  well  informed  and  truly 
tried  Companion,  who  has  rendered  me  valuable 
assistance,  clerical  and  advisory.  I  must  also  render 
my  appreciation  to  every  official  and  Companion, 
throughout  my  District  for  their  help  and  good  will 
extended  to  me  during  my  term  of  office.  I  would 
be  negligent  if  I  did  not  mention  in  my  appreciation 
a  Grand  Chapter  Officer,  who  stands  out  prominent- 
ly in  Capitular  Masonry,  one  to  whom  we  all  look  for 
help  and  guidance,  and  one  who  never  fails,  our 
friend  and  Companion  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  District, 
with  at  least  benefit  to  myself,  if  not  instruction  to 
the  Chapters. 

Oxford  Chapter  No.  18,  Woodstock. — Work 
put  on  in  a  splendid  manner.  Every  Companion 
taking  a  whole-hearted  interest  in  the  work. 
Prospects  good. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brantford. — 
Work  excellent.  Companions  and  officers  taking  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter.  Its 
future  is  bright. 
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Ezra  Chapter,  No.  23,  Simcoe. — Work  excel- 
lent. Officers  and  Companions  sincere  and  earnest. 
The  Chapter's  future  better  than  usual. 

Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersoll. — Officers 
and  Companions  capable  and  earnest,  but  up  against 
the  usual  struggles  in  the  old  settled  portions  of  On- 
tario. Lack  of  candidates.  Something  must  be  done 
and  soon  to  create  a  stimulating  interest  in  this  por- 
tion of  Ontario,  if  we  are  to  hold  our  own.  And  I 
would  humbly  suggest  that  Grand  Chapter  take  the 
initiative  in  introducing  some  attractive  force  such 
as  the  Order  of  DeMolay,  or  other  stimulating  move- 
ment. A  good  deal  of  reorganiaztion  work  has  been 
accomplished  during  the  year,  with  I  believe  a  direct 
benefit  to  the  Chapter. 

Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris. — Work  done 
in  an  excellent  manner,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  very  best  type,  earnest,  capable  and  efficient.  I 
look  for  wonderful  returns  from  this  Chapter  in  the 
near  future. 

In  conclusion  let  me  thank  my  Companions  who 
nominated  me  for  this  appointment,  and  those  who  so 
kindly  accompanied  me  upon  my  visits  to  the  several 
Chapters.  I  wish  also  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  entertainment  that  was  offered  to  me  throughout 
the  District  at  which  I  have  found  harmony  and 
good  fellowship. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

W.  A.  Sutherland, 
Grant  Supt.  Wilson  District,  No.  3. 
Ingersoll,  Ont. 
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WELLINGTON  DISTRICT  No.  4. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consider- 
ation my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry in  Wellington  District  for  the  year  1928,  and 
in  doing  so  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Com- 
panions for  the  honour  they  conferred  upon  me  by 
having  my  name  submitted  to  the  Most  Excellent 
the  Grand  Z.  for  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent. 

It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  few  years  to 
have  the  Grand  Z.,  and  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  make  a 
visit  to  some  Chapter  in  the  District,  so  that  an 
opportunity  may  be  given  the  Companions  of  meeting 
them  in  an  official  capacity,  and  at  the  same  time 
benefit  by  the  personal  contact  with  them.  We  were 
very  fortunate  therefore  in  having  the  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  the  Grand  Z. ;  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry 
T.  Smith,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  come  into  our  District 
on  two  memorable  occasions,  namely,  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  Ionic  Chapter,  Orangeville,  and  the  60th 
anniversary  of  the  institution  of  Waterloo  Chapter, 
Gait. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  G.  Meir,  of 
Halton  Chapter,  Georgetown,  Grand  Registrar,  for 
his  unfailing  loyalty  during  the  year,  and  also  to  the 
other  Excellent  Companions  who  assisted  me  and 
tried  to  make  my  official  visits  a  success. 

Having  in  mind  the  responsibilities  attached  to 
my  official  position,  and  remembering  in  some  re- 
spects my  need  of  support  in  carrying  out  my  duties, 
my  first  official  act  was  to  appoint  a  tried  and  ex- 
perienced Companion  as  District  Secretary  in  the 
person  of  Ex.  Comp.  J.  P.  Stuart,  and  I  wish  to  ex- 
press my  sincere  appreciation  and  gratitude  for  his 
very  able  assistance  so  freely  given. 

Wellington  District,  in  my  opinion,  is  making- 
reasonable  progress  and  future  prospects  seem 
promising.  Only  two  of  the  Chapters  are  in  what 
may  be  considered  a  lethargic  state,  this  condition, 
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however,  has  been  overcome  to  some  extent  since  my 
official  visit. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  all 
the  Chapters  have  now  assumed  the  work  of  the  new 
Ritual,  and  it  should  be  much  easier  for  the  new 
officers  to  become  proficient  in  the  several  degrees. 
The  Book  of  Marks  is  also  receiving  some  attention 
from  the  Scribes  E.,  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that 
the  greatest  sinners  in  this  respect  are  the  older 
Chapters. 

My  official  visits  were  as  follows : — 

Halton  Chapter,  No.  234,  Georgetown. — My 
first  official  visit  was  made  to  this  Chapter  on  Friday 
evening,  May  18th,  and  having  met  the  Companions 
at  their  regular  Convocation,  the  previous  month,  I 
was  prepared  to  see  and  listen  to  work  of  a  high 
standard,  and  I  was  not  disappointed.  This  is  one  of 
the  young  Chapters,  with  respect  to  years,  but  one 
of  the  most  efficient  in  the  District,  having  had  most 
capable  and  enthusiastic  leaders.  The  degree  of  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch  was  conferred  by  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H. 
Long  and  his  officers  in  an  expressive  manner,  and 
in  keeping  with  the  reputation  of  the  Chapter.  Able 
assistance  was  given  by  the  Past  Principals.  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  H.  G.  Meir  is  the  Scribe  E.,  of  this  Chapter, 
one  of  its  leaders,  and  needless  to  say  the  books  are 
in  good  shape.  The  Grand  Registrar  and  his  family 
moved  to  Chatham  early  in  spring  for  business 
reasons,  and  he  will  be  greatly  missed  in  Halton 
Chapter  and  Wellington  District. 

Kitchener  Chapter,  No.  117,  Kitchener. — 
This  is  another  of  the  Chapters  that  I  have  had  very 
pleasant  fraternal  relations  with  during  past  years, 
and  they  called  an  Emergent  Convocation  on  Friday 
evening,  June  1st,  and  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree for  my  benefit.  I  regret  to  say  that  Ex.  Comp. 
E.  J.  Payson,  the  Excellent  Z.,  has  been  confined  to 
his  home  since  his  Installation,  and  now  has  passed 
to  the  Great  Beyond.  The  duties  of  First  Principal 
were  undertaken  by  Ex.  Comp.  C.  0.  Hemphill,  a 
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P.D.D.G.M.,  and  he,  with  his  officers  and  Past  Z.'s, 
did  whatever  was  allotted  to  them  in  a  creditable 
manner.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  DeKleinhans,  another 
P.D.D.G.M.,  is  the  efficient  Scribe  E.,  and  has  his 
books  in  fine  shape.  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I 
report  the  death  of  Comp.  Geo.  Ed.  DeKleinhans,  a 
son  of  the  above,  and  a  very  promising  officer.  The 
annual  dues  of  this  Chapter  are  considered  low,  but 
I  am  assured  that  attention  will  be  given  this  matter 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  paraphernalia  is  ex- 
cellent and  the  Book  of  Marks  good.  This  Chapter 
shows  a  good  fraternal  spirit.  May  prosperity  reward 
their  efforts. 

Guelph  Chapter,  No.  40,  Guelph. — On  Friday 
evening,  June  8th,  I  officially  visited  this  Chapter 
and  witnessed  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  con- 
ferred by  Ex.  Comp.  C.  F.  Griffenham  and  his  officers, 
the  Excellent  Z.  doing  the  work  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Past  Z.'s.  This  Chapter  has  the  largest 
membership  of  any  in  the  District.  Their  work  is 
also  equally  good,  but  such  is  to  be  expected  with  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  F.  Marr  taking  more  than  a  passing 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter.  I  find  the  Book 
of  Marks  to  be  almost  non-existent,  but  was  assured 
that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  remedy  this.  Dues 
outstanding  equal  about  one-third  of  their  member- 
ship, which  is  not  a  desirable  condition,  even  though 
their  financial  standing  is  good,  otherwise  the  books 
of  the  Scribe  E.,  Ex.  Comp.  R.  M.  Finlay,  are  reported 
by  the  District  Secretary  to  be  in  good  shape.  A  fine 
example  of  fraternal  visitation  is  being  set  by  this 
Chapter,  and  it  is  doing  its  full  share  in  keeping 
Capitular  Masonry  to  the  fore. 

Waterloo  Chapter,  No.  32,  Galt. — I  had  not 
intended  making  an  official  visit  to  my  own  Chapter, 
particularly  as  I  am  that  much  abused  and  criticized 
officer  the  Scribe  E.  However,  Ex.  Comp.  A.  G. 
Malcolm,  the  Excellent  Z.,  urged  me  to  visit  the 
Chapter  officially,  and  having  consented,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  sitting  in  my  own  Chapter  listening  to 
the  officers  confer  the  Royal  Arch  degree  without 
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having  to  assist  in  the  work.  This  was  on  Monday, 
June  11th,  the  last  meeting  before  the  summer  re- 
cess, and  there  was  very  little  opportunity  to  criticize. 
Perhaps  we  were  also  in  need  of  a  rest  after  our  long 
jaunts  through  the  District  making  unofficial  as  well 
as  official  visits. 

Prince  Edward  Chapter,  No.  218,  Shelburne. 
— My  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  on 
Friday  evening,  June  15th,  accompanied  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  R.  S.  Hamilton,  Ex.  Comps.  T.  W.  Rutherford 
and  J.  P.  Stuart,  District  Secretary.  This  Chapter 
has  been  in  the  doldrums  for  a  number  of  years, 
many  of  their  Past  Z.'s  having  left  the  town,  and  but 
for  one  or  two  enthusiasts  like  Ex.  Comp.  Sam 
Patterson,  who  are  content  to  stay  and  carry  on,  the 
Chapter  would  find  it  hard  to  exist.  Fortunately  the 
overhead  is  low,  decidedly  low,  and  this  enables  them 
to  keep  out  of  debt.  The  Mark  Master  Mason  degree 
was  conferred  with  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  J.  H.  Zinn,  in  the 
Chair,  and  a  substitute  candidate.  A  number  from 
Gait  and  Orangeville  assisted  in  the  work.  We  had 
the  pleasure  of  renewing  acquaintances  with  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Wm.  Downing,  Kitchener,  and  a  number  of 
his  Companions  in  Prince  Edward  Chapter,  and  this 
helped  to  brighten  things  up  a  little.  Ionic  Chapter, 
Orangeville,  have  since  held  out  a  helping  hand  and 
have  promised  to  assist  them  at  any  time.  This  is  the 
right  spirit  and  I  commend  their  kindly  interest  in 
a  weak  Chapter. 

Preston  Chapter,  No.  245,  Preston. — I  visited 
my  near  and  dear  neighbours  a  number  of  times  dur- 
ing the  year  when  circumstances  permitted,  and  my 
official  visit  was  made  on  Monday,  June  18th,  when 
Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Steel,  Second  Principal,  and  officers, 
conferred  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  for  my 
benefit.  They  seem  to  have  been  afraid  of  something 
as  I  have  seen  them  to-  better  advantage.  A  few 
fraternal  visits  to  other  Chapters  in  and  out  of  the 
District  would  soon  overcome  the  stage  fright,  and 
perhaps  help  them  to  become  acquainted  in  the  Dis- 
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trict.  Wake  up  Preston,  the  other  Chapters  are 
waiting  to  receive  you.  The  District  Secretary  re- 
ports the  books  to  be  in  first-class  shape. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  83,  Orangeville. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  Ionic  Chapter  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 11th,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Companions 
from  Gait  and  we  were  given  a  very  hearty  welcome 
by  Ex.  Comp.  W.  W.  Marshall,  the  First  Principal  of 
the  Chapter.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  degree,  and  Ex.  Comp.  Marshall  and 
his  officers  are  deserving  of  every  credit  for  their 
work.  This  Chapter  is  well  supported  by  the  Past 
Principals,  which,  perhaps  accounts  for  the  success  of 
the  Chapter,  and  which  means  so  much  to  the  officers. 
I  appreciate  also  the  support  given  me  by  Ex.  Comps. 
T.  S.  Parkinson,  W.  W.  Marshall,  A.  E.  Annis  and 
others,  when  I  made  my  official  visit  to  a  Chapter.  I 
would  commend  this  practice  to  others,  believing  it  to 
be  beneficial  to  all.  The  District  Secretary  gave  a 
very  promising  report  of  the  finances,  and  also  the 
books  of  the  Scribe  E. 

Durham  Chapter,  No.  221,  Durham.— I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  Monday,  October  15th,  being  intro- 
duced by  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  D.  McClocklin,  and  kindly 
received  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  F.  Grant,  First  Principal. 
The  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  conferred  on 
two  young  candidates,  whom,  I  feel  will  take  an 
active  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry,  if  they  are 
given  something  useful  to  do  and  not  allowed  to  drift 
along.  This  Chapter  has  very  good  accommodation 
and  with  a  leader  like  V.  Ex.  Comp.  McClocklin 
should  continue  to  go  ahead.  The  District  Secretary 
reports  the  books,  finances,  Books  of  Marks,  etc.,  etc., 
to  be  in  good  shade.  This  is  the  only  Chapter  where 
I  noticed  the  Charter  was  not  framed,  but  this  matter 
will  be  given  attention.  After  the  work  of  the  even- 
ing we  adjourned  to  the  banquet  room  and  enjoyed 
the  hospitality  of  the  Durham  Companions,  also  a 
number  of  short  addresses  were  given  by  the  visitors 
and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  McClocklin. 
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Enterprise  Chapter,  No.  67,  Palmerston.— - 
Having  become  well  acquainted  with  my  predecessor, 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  G.  Barton,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold 
Hall,  who  is  again  the  First  Principal  of  Enterprise 
Chapter,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  coming  to  Palmerston, 
even  though  it  was  my  first  visit.  I  was  accompanied 
on  this  long  trip  by  Ex.  Comps.  J.  P.  Stuart,  T.  W. 
Rutherford,  and  Comps.  R.  D.  Law  and  Q.  A.  Wight, 
and  was  introduced  and  received  by  my  two  friends, 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Barton,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Hall.  An 
Emergent  Convocation  was  called  for  my  benefit  on 
Fridajr  evening,  October  19th,  and  the  Mark  Master 
Mason  degree  was  exemplified  in  a  splendid  manner, 
the  First  Principal,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Hall,  doing  most 
of  the  work  himself,  with  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Corbitt,  as- 
sisting as  one  of  the  overseers.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  to  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Hall  a  set  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter regalia,  a  symbol  of  his  present  office  in  Grand 
Chapter.  Ex.  Comp.  David  Wilson  is  the  efficient 
Scribe  E.,  his  books  being  in  very  fine  shape.  A  very 
pleasant  time  was  spent  in  the  banquet  room,  which 
shows  they  know  how  to  entertain  visitors.  Ex. 
Comp.  Frank  Love  assisted  in  the  programme. 

A  Chapter  of  Instruction  was  held  in  Gait  on 
Good  Friday,  April  6th,  with  a  very  large  attendance 
of  the  Companions.  Ideal  weather  prevailed  in  Gait, 
but  the  Provincial  Government  and  the  bad  roads 
were  blamed  for  the  non-attendance  of  the  Chapters 
from  the  North.  Shortly  after  2  o'clock,  Halton 
Chapter,  Georgetown,  exemplified  the  Mark  Master 
Mason  degree,  and  considering  their  detour  of  50 
miles,  they  are  deserving  of  much  credit.  I  appreci- 
ate their  loyalty.  They  were  followed  by  Kitchener 
Chapter,  Kitchener,  exemplifying  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  degree,  with  a  new  combination  of  music  and 
artificial  fire.  They  were  highly  commended  for  their 
effort  and  it  was  considered  this  degree  was  made 
still  more  interesting.  I  am  indebted  to  Ex.  Comp. 
W.  B.  Powell,  a  Past  Z.  of  Waterloo  Chapter,  for  his 
generosity  in  supplying  the  printed  music,  copies  of 
which  have  been  sent  to  the  other  Chapters.  Dinner 
was  served  at  6  o'clock,  followed  by  a  programme  of 
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music  put  on  by  the  Maple  Leaf  Quartette.  At  8 
o'clock  a  number  of  new  faces  were  seen.  Guelph 
Chapter  then  exemplified  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 
The  work  of  this  Chapter  is  always  neatly  done  and 
on  this  occasion  it  was  no  exception.  A  very  pleasant 
and  profitable  afternoon  and  evening-  were  spent  by 
those  who  were  present. 

A  number  of  interesting  events  in  some  of  the 
Chapters  in  the  District  took  place  during  the  year 
of  which  I  would  like  to  mention  a  few.  The  celebra- 
tion of  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  Inoic  Chapter,  Orange- 
ville,  on  September  26th,  when  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand 
Z.,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  the  Grand  Superintendent 
and  many  others  from  Toronto  were  present  to  duly 
celebrate  the  event.  Kitchener  Chapter  was  hon- 
oured with  the  presence  of  the  Grand  H.  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  G.  Price,  and  a  number  of  others  from 
Port  Credit  on  Friday,  October  5th.  They  witnessed 
the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  with  full  musical 
Ritual,  and  complimented  the  Kitchener  Chapter 
upon  their  interpretation  of  this  degree.  A  very 
large  and  representative  gathering  of  present  and 
past  Grand  Chapter  Officers  were  present  in  Gait  on 
Monday,  October  8th,  to  celebrate  the  60th  anni- 
versary of  the  institution  of  Waterloo  Chapter,  No. 
32,  including  M.  Ex.  Comps.  Edwin  Smith, 
Grand  Z.;  George  Moore,  W.  H.  Davis;  R. 
Ex.  Comps.  Dr.  W.  G.  Price,  Grand  H.;  Henry 
T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.;  the  Grand  Super- 
intendents from  Wellington,  Hamilton  and  Lon- 
don Districts.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alfred  Taylor,  Treas- 
urer, and  an  active  member  of  the  Chapter  for  56 
years  was  presented  with  a  smoking  cabinet.  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  the  Grand  Z.,  was  presented 
with  a  reading  lamp,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  with  a  case  of  stainless 
cutlery  to  mark  the  event.  This  interesting  occasion 
will  long  be  remembered  in  Waterloo  Chapter. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  thank  all  those  who  assist- 
ed me  during  my  term  of  office.  It  has  been  a  wonder- 
ful experience,  although  very  exacting  at  times,  and 
I  wish  for  my  successor  the  same  loyal  support  to 
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enable  him  to  give  of  his  best  so  as  to  keep  Welling- 
ton District  to  the  front  in  Capitular  Masonary. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

James  Ritchie, 
Grand  Supt.  Wellington  District,  No.  4. 
Gait,  Ont. 
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HAMILTON  DISTRICT  No.  5. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Com  pennons  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion mv  report  on  conditions  in  Hamilton  District, 
No.  5,  during  1928. 

Let  me  first  express  my  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion to  the  Companions  who  so  kindly  and  ably  as- 
sisted me  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
office. 

I  appointed  Ex.  Comp.  Samuel  Vila,  P.Z.,  Dis- 
trict Secretary,  and  he  accompanied  me  on  all  my 
official  visits  but  two,  when  Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Riddell, 
Jr.  P.Z.,  capably  acted  in  his  stead. 

This  District  is  well  organized,  having  a  Past 
Principal's  Association  which  gives  it  strength,  con- 
fidence and  any  needed  assistance  to  the  officers  of 
the  Chapters.  Its  efficient  Secretarv  is  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Geo.  H.  Britton,  P.G.  Supt. 

The  prescribed  books  of  all  the  Chapters  are 
well  and  properly  kept.  All  the  Chapters  are  using 
the  authorized  form  of  Ritual  and  endeavouring  to 
conform  to  approved  pronunciation.  All  are  using 
Keystones  of  approved  dimensions.  Peace  and 
harmony  and  a  splendid  feeling  of  fellowship  prevail 
throughout  the  District  . 

Among  other  visits  outside  of  this  District,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  accompany  the  Most  Excellent  the 
Grand  First  Principal,  and  other  Grand  Chapter 
officers  to  the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  Waterloo  Chapter 
of  Gait,  on  October  8th. 

The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  Hamilton. — On 
my  official  visit  to  this  ancient  Chapter  on  November 
23rd,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore,  P.G.Z.,  and  Grand 
Treasurer. 

The  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  Lyman  Lee,  wel- 
comed me  cordially  and  invited  me  to  conduct  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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The  utmost  harmony  prevails  as  the  unanimity 
of  the  ballot  showed. 

Successful  economy  and  excellent  bookkeeping 
is  assured  by  having  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore, 
P.G.Z.,  as  Treasurer,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  R.  Gib- 
son, P.G.S.,  as  Scribe  E. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6,  Hamilton. — On 
October  the  11th,  I  was  officially  introduced  to  the 
officers  and  Companions  of  this  old  Chapter  by  V. 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  A.  Stephenson  and  cordially  received 
by  Ex.  Comp.  George  W.  Britton,  First  Principal, 
who  is  a  son  of  the  veteran  Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Geo.  H.  Britton,  P.G.  Supt. 

The  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  conferred 
by  Ex.  Comp.  G.  W.  Montomery,  Third  Principal, 
and  his  officers,  in  approved  and  efficient  manner. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  the  officers 
and  Companions  of  this  Chapter  on  a  visit  to  Mt. 
Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brantford,  on  October  5th, 
on  which  occasion  the  visitors,  St.  John's  Chapter, 
conferred  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree. 

Death  has  visited  this  Chapter  very  heavily  this 
year,  having  removed  nine  Companions. 

St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  75,  Milton. — Ac- 
companied by  Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  Wray,  P.Z.,  and  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  E.  Riddell,  Jr.,  P.Z.,  who  acted  as  District 
Secretary,  I  made  my  official  visit  to  St.  Clair  Chap- 
ter on  November  29th.  I  was  most  acceptably  re- 
ceived and  welcomed  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  McKenzie, 
First  Principal,  and  his  officers,  and  Companions. 

After  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  at  which  I  officiated,  we  retired  to  the  banquet 
hall  and  were  well  entertained  by  happy  reminis- 
cences and  stories,  especially  by  the  Grand  Old  Man 
of  Masonry  in  Milton,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Panton, 
P.G.  Supt,  and  also  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Judge  Elliott, 
P.G.  Supt, 

This  Chapter  is  prosperous  and  prospects  excel- 
lent. 

White  Oak  Chapter,  No.  104,  Oakville. — My 
official  visit  to  White  Oak  Chapter  was  made  on 
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December  18th,  when  after  being  introduced  by  V. 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Morton  and  warmly  welcomed  by 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  C.  Duff,  I  was  assisted  in  installing 
and  investing  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  by 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Mercer,  P.G.  Supt.  as  Second 
Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  H.  Hayhurst,  P.G.R., 
Third  Principal;  and  Ex.  Comp.  Samuel  Vila,  Dis- 
trict Secretary,  as  Director  of  Ceremonies. 

This  Chapter  has  passed  through  a  trying  year 
but  it  is  financially  sound  and  with  a  new  set  of 
officers  who  both  live  and  have  their  business  within 
the  town,  prospects  are  very  bright. 

Ancaster  Chapter,  No.  155,  Ancaster. — Ac- 
companied by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  H.  Hayhurst,  P.G.R., 
and  my  Secretary,  I  officially  visited  Ancaster 
Chapter  on  October  16th.  I  was  introduced  by 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Bates,  P.G.  Supt.,  and  cordially 
welcomed  by  Ex.  Comp.  A.  V.  Mason,  First  Prin- 
cipal. The  work  in  this  Chapter  is  done  in  a  man- 
ner showing  considerable  study  and  attention  to  de- 
tail by  the  officers. 

This  is  the  Mother  Chapter  of  the  enthusiastic 
President  of  the  Past  Principals'  Association  of  the 
District,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Bates,  P.G.  Supt.  Its  financial 
position  is  sound  and  prospects  good. 

The  Hamilton  Chapter,  No.  175,  Hamilton.— 
My  first  visit  after  being  installed  District  Superin- 
tendent at  London,  was  to  my  Mother  Chapter  on 
March  20th,  where  I  was  warmly  received  and  con- 
gratulated by  Ex.  Comp.  R.  C.  Ripley,  First  Prin- 
cipal, and  the  officers  and  Companions. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Davis,  P.G.Z.,  then  invested 
me  with  the  official  regalia  of  the  District  Superin- 
tendent presented  by  the  Chapters  of  the  District. 

The  Mark  Master  Mason  and  Most  Excellent 
Master  degrees  were  then  conferred  on  three  candi- 
dates in  a  commendable  manner  by  the  regular  offi- 
cers. My  District  Secretary,  Ex.  Comp.  Samuel 
Vila,  P.Z.,  is  Scribe  E.  of  this  Chapter,  and  a  very 
complete  Book  of  Marks  is  in  charge  of  Ex.  Comp. 
A.  H.  Baker,  P.Z. 
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Keystone  Chapter,  No.  224,  Hamilton. — 
November  5th,  marked  my  official  visit  to  this 
the  Junior  Chapter  of  the  city,  where  I  was  wel- 
comed by  a  large  turnout  of  Past  Officers  and  Com- 
panions. 

After  a  flowery  introduction  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Fred  Miller,  P.G.  Supt.,  I  was  fittingly  received  by 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Drysdale,  First  Principal,  at  whose 
request  I  conducted  the  annual  election  of  officers. 

I  feel  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  report  finding 
this  Chapter  the  most  prosperous  in  the  District 
as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  my  Statistical  Report, 
which  shows  an  admission  of  twenty-five  candidates 
and  two  affiliations. 

This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  earnest  endeavor  of 
the  officers  in  arousing  interest  in  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry, particularly  the  First  Principal,  Excellent 
Companion  Drysdale,  who  is  one  of  the  most  con- 
scientious, Royal  Arch  Masons  I  have  ever  met. 

My  Secretary  reports,  as  I  quite  anticipated, 
that  the  books  of  this  Chapter  were  found  to  be 
kept  in  an  exemplary  manner  by  the  Scribe  E.,  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  F.  R.  Martin,  P.  Grand  Scribe  N. 

One  of  the  most  notable  meetings  of  this  Dis- 
trict was  held  by  this  Chapter  in  June,  when  they 
entertained  the  Past  Principals'  Association,  there 
being  present  two  Most  Ex.  P.G.Z.'s,  seven  R.  Ex- 
cellent Companions,  three  V.  Excellent  Companions, 
and  twenty-seven  Excellent  Companions.  On  this 
occasion  a  team  from  the  Past  Principals'  Associa- 
tion conferred  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree  most 
impressively  on  seventeen  candidates. 

Caledonia  Chapter,  No.  236,  Caledonia. — On 
the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  the  Caledonia  Chapter 
on  October  25th,  T  was  accompanied  by  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
L.  F.  Stephens,  P.G.D.C. ;  Ex.  Comp.  William  Field, 
P.Z.,  and  Ex.  Comp.  J.  E.  Riddle,  Jr.,  P.Z.,  who  was 
Acting  District  Secretary. 

I  was  received  by  Ex.  Comp.  Howden,  First 
Principal,  who  warmly  welcomed  me  and  my  as- 
sociates. 
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The  internal  economy  and  financial  soundness  of 
this  Chapter  are  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  ex- 
ceptional fitness  for  their  offices  of  the  Scribe  E., 
and  Treasurer. 

Through  sickness  and  accident  the  officers  were 
disappointed  in  not  having  a  candidate  to  work  up- 
on, but  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  into  which  the 
Convocation  developed  was  probably  of  more  benefit, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  next  year  are  good. 

McKay  Chapter,  No.  243,  Stoney  Creek. — 
Making  my  official  visit  to  McKay  Chapter  on  De- 
cember 5th,  I  invited  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Miller, 
P.G.  Supt.,  and  his  team  of  veterans  to  come  with 
me  and  instal  the  officers. 

After  being  accorded  a  warm  welcome  by  Ex. 
Comp.  Ira  A.  Lee,  First  Principal,  the  installation 
ceremony  proceeded  with  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Miller, 
P.G.  Supt.,  First  Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  W. 
Evans,  P.G.  Reg.,  Second  Principal;  Ex.  Comp.  T. 
Towers,  P.Z.,  Third  Principal,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  S. 
Forbes,  P.G.  Supt.,  Director  of  Ceremonies. 

My  Secretary  found  the  books  and  records  well 
kept  and  in  good  order.  This  Chapter  is  young  and 
small,  but  the  officers  are  enthusiastic  and  to  them 
the  future  looks  bright. 

In  conclusion,  when  visiting  some  of  the  Chap- 
ters I  drew  attention  where  necessary  to  the  arrears 
of  dues  and  urged  special  attention  thereto. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  P.  L.  Goering, 
Grand  Supt.  Hamilton  District,  No.  5. 

Hamilton,  Ont. 
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HURON  DISTRICT,  No.  6. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consider- 
ation my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry in  Huron  District,  No.  6,  for  the  year  1928. 

First,  allow  me  to  express  to  the  Companions,  my 
sincere  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  honour  they 
conferred  in  submitting  my  name  to  the  Grand  First 
Principal  for  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent. 

I  have  visited  each  Chapter  in  the  District  with 
the  exception  of  Elliot  Chapter,  No.  129,  at  Mitchell, 
and  found  everywhere  a  high  standard  of  efficiency 
among  the  officers,  together  with  a  spirit  of  hearty 
co-operation  among  the  Companions. 

A  very  pleasing  feature  is  the  splendid  example 
set  by  the  Past  Principals  not  only  in  attendance  but 
in  assisting  with  the  work.  It  shows  the  true 
fraternal  spirit  that  is  to  be  found  in  Capitular 
Masonry. 

St.  James  Chapter,  No.  46,  St.  Marys. — On 
the  evening  of  May  11th,  I  paid  my  first  official  visit 
to  St.  James'  Chapter,  No.  46,  St.  Marys,  and  was 
accompanied  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  Stewart  and  Comps. 
0.  Thompson  and  A.  J.  Walker,  of  Lebanon  Chapter, 
No.  84,  Wingham. 

We  were  received  in  a  most  hearty  and  cordial 
manner,  and  had  the  great  honour  of  having  Most 
Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  First  Principal,  as 
guest  the  same  evening.  The  Most  Ex.  Comp.  was 
accompanied  by  several  Companions  from  London. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  two 
Companions  and  was  done  in  a  splendid  manner,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  St.  James'  Chapter  is  over  the  hard 
trials  of  the  past  and  will  go  forward  with  new  life. 

After  the  degree  work,  we  listened  with  great 
interest  to  a  talk  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  and 
received  much  enlightenment  and  enthusiasm.  Also, 
at  the  banquet  we  heard  talks  from  several  of  the 
visiting  Companions. 
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Withal,  the  visit  to  me  was  pleasant  and  profit- 
able, and  even  though  the  presiding  First  Principal 
of  the  Chapter  was  unavoidably  absent,  I  believe  the 
occasion  will  benefit  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  St. 
James'  Chapter.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Donaldson,  of  Bernard 
Chapter,  Listowel,  was  present  and  assisted  with  the 
work.  A  great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  him  in  assist- 
ing St.  James'  Chapter  during  his  term  as  Grand 
Superintendent. 

Bernard  Chapter,  No.  146,  Listowel.— I 
visited  Bernard  Chapter,  No.  146,  Listowel,  on  the 
evening  of  June  8th,  accompanied  by  Ex.  Comp.  T. 
McKenzie-  Smith  and  Comps.  Brackenbury,  Hanna, 
Gilmour  and  Sherbondy.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Blackmore 
introduced  me  to  the  Chapter  and  I  received  a  very 
cordial  welcome  from  Ex.  Comp.  Coghlin.  There  was 
a  splendid  turnout  at  the  meeting,  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  conferred  in  a  splendid  manner. 

Bernard  Chapter  is  one  of  the  banner  Chapters 
of  this  District,  and  they  have  plenty  of  work  on.  I 
trust  they  will  be  able  to  equal  if  not  better  the  num- 
ber of  exaltations  they  had  last  year.  After  the  de- 
gree work,  I  spoke  briefly  on  the  work  and  offered 
any  assistance  I  might. 

At  the  banquet  we  listened  to  talks  by  several  of 
the  home  and  visiting  Companions  and  passed  an 
evening  to  me,  pleasurable  and  profitable,  and  I  hope 
Bernard  Chapter  continues  to  flourish  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past. 

Havelock  Chapter,  No.  63,  Kincardine. — I 
visited  Havelock  Chapter,  No.  63,  Kincardine,  on 
June  15th.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  Reid,  a  former  resident,  ac- 
companied me.  I  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Clements  and  received  by  Ex.  Comp.  McKenzie  in  a 
most  hospitable  manner. 

The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  conferring  of 
the  Royal  Arch  degree  on  two  Companions,  which 
work  was  put  on  in  a  very  efficient  and  capable  man- 
ner, showing  full  well  that  the  present  officers  are 
capable  of  continuing  in  the  excellent  attainments  of 
their  predecessors  in  office. 
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I  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting-  Grand  Chapter 
certificates  to  several  of  the  newly  exalted  candidates 
and  spoke  on  the  merits  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

Havelock  Chapter  is  progressing  rapidly  in  mem- 
bership. They  always  have  plenty  of  work  on  hand 
and  the  Chapter  is  very  much  alive.  The  Past  Z.'s 
are  willing  and  do  good  work  in  assisting  the  present 
officers. 

After  the  Chapter  meeting  we  were  guests  at  a 
splendid  banquet  and  were  royally  entertained.  Have- 
lock Chapter  will  prosper,  because  it  has  the  will  be- 
hind it  to  do  so. 

Chantry  Chapter,  No.  130,  Southampton. — 
On  the  evening  of  September  25th,  I  visited  Chantry 
Chapter,  No.  130,  at  Southampton.  I  was  accom- 
panied by  Ex.  Comp.  T.  McKenzie  Smith,  and  was 
introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  J.  Scott,  and  received 
in  a  very  fitting  manner. 

The  weather  conditions  were  anything  but  favour- 
able as  it  was  raining*  and  hail  falling-,  and  at  times 
snowing.  This  not  only  kept  many  of  the  Companions 
away,  but  prevented  the  Candidate  from  coming,  as 
he  lives  some  eight  miles  distant. 

However,  we  spent  a  pleasurable  evening,  and  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Scott  told  us  considerable  about  the  earlier 
history  of  Chantry  Chapter  and  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  that  District.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Hillmer,  Scribe  E.,  also 
spoke.  I  feel  sure  that  guided  by  these  R.  Ex.  Com- 
panions that  Chantry  Chapter  will  continue  on  the 
even  tenor  of  its  way  and  like  many  more  will  have 
its  ups  and  downs. 

One  thing-  that  impressed  me  was  the  fact  that 
there  are  very  little  dues  outstanding,  which  shows 
that  keenness  of  the  Companions. 

A  luncheon  was  held  and  we  enjoyed  the  socia- 
bility very  much.  It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  go  to 
Chantry  Chapter. 

Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  84,  Wingham. — On 
October  16th,  I  visited  my  Mother  Chapter,  Lebanon, 
No.  84.  This  being-  the  50th  Anniversary,  the  occa- 
sion was  fittingly  celebrated.    Ex.  Comp.  Smith,  the 
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First  Principal,  opened  his  Chapter  at  7.30  and  con- 
ducted the  business.  About  8.15  I  had  the  honour 
of  introducing  to  the  Chapter  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin 
Smith,  Grand  First  Principal  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada,  accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Donaldson, 
Copus,  Scott,  Croft  and  Porterfield,  Past  Grand 
Supts.,  who  were  accorded  a  fitting  reception.  The 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  conferred  upon  four 
candidates  in  a  very  splendid  manner  by  the  officers. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  spoke  on  the  ren- 
dition of  this  degree,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith  gave  a  talk  on  the  symbolism  of  the  degree, 
and  also  explained  the  unwritten  work. 

Before  closing  in  the  Royal  Arch  the  Grand  Z. 
and  Grand  Scribe  E.  spoke  on  the  Royal  Arch  degree, 
and  their  talks  were  both  interesting  and  instructive. 

A  banquet  was  tendered  and  an  hour  was  spent 
in  talks  and  toasts  and  song.  Companions  were 
present  from  London,  Stratford,  Mitchell,  Goderich, 
Lucknow,  Kincardine,  Southampton  and  Listowel. 

Grand  Scribe  E.  gave  a  brief  historical  reference 
to  Lebanon  Chapter  from  1878-1928  during  the  even- 
ing. 

This  meeting  has  had  a  very  stimulating  effect  on 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Lebanon  Chapter  as  shown 
by  attendance  and  interest  of  the  Companions  since. 

Tecumseh  Chapter,  No.  24,  Stratford. — On 
October  26th,  I  visited  Tecumseh  Chapter,  No.  24, 
Stratford,  accompanied  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  Stewart, 
and  Companions  Thompson  and  Booth.  I  was  intro- 
duced by  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Copus  and  Stevenson  and 
was  received  by  Ex.  Comp  Gregory,  First  Principal, 
in  a  most  cordial  and  friendly  manner. 

The  work  for  the  evening  was  the  Royal  Arch 
degree,  which  was  conferred  in  a  most  excellent 
manner,  showing  the  efficiency  of  the  officers,  who 
were  ably  assisted  by  a  number  of  Past  First  Prin- 
cipals. I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  Companions  who 
are  exalted  in  Tecumseh  Chapter  will  long  remember 
and  cherish  the  fraternal  spirit  which  exists  among 
its  members. 
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The  books  of  the  Chapter  are  in  splendid  con- 
dition and  ably  kept  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Stevenson  as 
Scribe  E.  The  Mark  Book  appears  to  be  well  up  to 
date. 

At  the  banquet  after  the  close  of  the  Chapter  we 
were  royally  entertained,  there  being  community 
singing,  solos  and  quartettes,  together  with  the  toast 
list. 

Ex.  Comp.  Gregory,  the  First  Principal,  conducts 
his  Chapter  in  a  very  efficient  manner  and  is  a 
wonderful  host,  dispensing  hospitality  with  wonder- 
ful ease.  Tecumseh  Chapter  shows  good  growth  and 
is  progressing  very  favourably. 

Lucknow  Chapter,  No.  147,  Lucknow. — On 
October  30th,  I  visited  Lucknow  Chapter  and  was 
introducetd  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Armstrong,  and  Ex. 
Comp.  Joynt.  Ex.  Comp.  Reid  extended  a  very  cordial 
welcome  on  behalf  of  officers  and  Companions  of  the 
Chapter. 

Lucknow  Chapter  has  just  been  re-established 
after  a  serious  loss  due  to  fire,  and  their  new  quarters 
are  very  splendid  indeed.  The  Chapter  room  is 
beautifully  decorated,  the  furniture  and  ornaments 
splendid,  and  best  of  all  there  is  a  feeling  of  great 
enthusiasm  among  the  Companions. 

I  feel  quite  assured  that  Lucknow  Chapter  will 
prosper,  and  while  they  have  no  work  on  at  present 
I  understand  some  of  the  Companions  promise  appli- 
cations at  the  next  meeting.  After  Chapter  meeting, 
a  banquet  was  held  and  a  very  enjoyable  social  event 
it  was. 

Malloch  Chapter,  No.  66,  Seaforth. — I  visited 
Malloch  Chapter,  No.  66,  Seaforth,  on  the  evening 
of  November  19th,  accompanied  by  Ex.  Comp.  Smith. 
I  was  introduced  by  Ex.  Comps.  K.  McLean  and  A. 
D.  Sutherland.  We  were  accorded  a  splendid  and 
cordially  reception  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Jeffrey,  acting  on 
behalf  of  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Petrie,  who  was  unavoid- 
ably absent,  due  to  bereavement. 

The  work  of  the  evening  consisted  of  election  of 
officers,  ballotting  for  candidate  and  the  conferring 
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of  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree,  which  was  done  in 
a  most  capable  manner.  It  is  pleasing  to  see  the  in- 
terest taken  in  the  Chapter  by  the  Companions  from 
Clinton.  All  told  there  is  an  excellent  spirit  prevail- 
ing in  the  Chapter.  A  pleasant  feature  was  the 
presentation  of  a  Past  Z.'s  Jewel  to  Ex.  Comp.  W. 
Southgate,  the  I.P.Z. 

After  the  work  in  the  Chapter  room  we  were  in- 
vited to  a  banquet,  arranged  for  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Cheoros,  which  proved  to  be  a  most  sumptuous  one 
and  was  heartily  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  books  af  the  Chapter  are  well  looked  after  by 
the  Scribe  E.,  and  accurate  accounting  by  the 
Treasurer,  Ex.  Comp.  A.  D.  Sutherland. 

A  hearty  spirit  of  co-operation  exists  in  Malloch 
Chapter,  and  I  feel  quite  sure  that  its  progress  will 
continue  as  the  officers  are  enthusiastic  and  have  the 
able  assistance  of  several  Past  First  Principals. 

Huron  Chapter,  No.  30,  Goderich. — On  Tues- 
day evening,  November  20th,  I  visited  Huron  Chap- 
ter, No.  30,  at  Goderich,  accompanied  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Smith.  Havelock  Chapter,  Kincardine,  was  repre- 
sented by  eight  Companions.  I  was  introduced  by  R. 
Ex.  Comps.  Dunlop  and  Croft  and  received  a  very 
hospitable  and  cordial  reception  from  Ex.  Comp.  Mac- 
Kay  on  behalf  of  the  officers  and  Companions  of  the 
Chapter. 

The  work  consisted  in  the  conferring  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree,  which  was  very  ably  done  and  shows  the 
skill  of  the  Companions  in  the  work.  Able  assistance 
being  lent  by  Past  Principals,  which  tends  to  make 
the  degree  work  more  impressive. 

After  the  work  of  the  evening  was  over,  a  banquet 
was  given  with  a  splendid  toast  list.  Speeches  were 
given  by  visitors,  among  whom  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Hall, 
of  Kincardine,  who  introduced  a  suggestion,  that  the 
Chapters  of  the  District  interchange  officers  at  some 
meeting  and  have  the  visitors  put  on  the  work.  The 
suggestion  was  well  received,  and  I  hope  that  next 
year  there  will  be  several  occasions  of  this  sort  which 
will  cement  the  friendly  spirit  which  already  exists 
among  the  Companions  of  the  various  Chapters. 
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Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  very  aggressive  in  Huron 
Chapter,  and  I  feel  that  under  the  direction  of  the 
newly  elected  officers  and  the  guidance  of  the  Past 
Principals,  that  this  Chapter  will  continue  to  make 
even  better  progress  than  heights  already  attained. 

The  books  are  well  looked  after  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Dunlop,  who  is  ably  assisted  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Croft  as 
Scribe  N. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

G.  H.  Ross, 
Grand  Supt.  Huron  District,  No.  6. 

Wingham,  Ont. 
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NIAGARA  DISTRICT  No.   7. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

As  your  representative  in  Niagara  District,  No. 
7,  I  appreciate  the  honour  of  submitting  an  official 
report  of  stewardship  for  the  year  1928.  We  shall 
endeavour  to  make  this  report  as  brief  and  concise 
as  possible  and,  in  order  to  avoid  repetition,  a  num- 
ber of  the  subjects  discussed  in  our  various  ad- 
dresses will  be  listed  in  an  appendix. 

In  accepting  the  office  we  were  not  unmindful 
of  its  duties  and  responsibilities. 

We  found  another  avenue,  so  we  considered,  by 
which  we  might  still  be  of  service  to  the  Royal 
Craft. 

The  work  has  been  of  a  most  enjoyable  and  ed- 
ucational nature  and  our  sincere  gratitude  is  hereby 
formally  extended  to  all  the  Chapters  for  their  kind- 
ness, hospitality  and  the  frank  and  hearty  manner 
in  which  they  discussed  their  respective  problems 
with  the  District  Superintendent. 

Our  thanks  are  also  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  H. 
Patterson  for  much  valuable  assistance,  and  he  will 
please  accept  this  formal  acknowledgment  of  same. 

We  also  feel  deeply  indebted  to  Ex.  Comp.  John 
R.  Weare,  Scribe  E.  of  Mount  Nebo  Chapter,  No. 
76,  who  has  been  our  faithful  District  Secretary. 

Congratulations  are  again  due  to  that  noble  band 
of  workers, — the  Scribes,  who  ''carry  on"  year  after 
year, — and,  in  some  cases,  we  regret  to  say,  without 
other  recompense  than  exemption  from  yearly  dues. 
We  hope  that  early  measures  will  be  taken  to  more 
adequately  reward  faithful  services;  for  is  it  not 
written?  "The  Labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire." 
Salaries,  where  paid,  seem  to  be  at  about  the  rate 
of  50c.  per  Companion,  per  annum, — while  one  large 
Chapter  is  able  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  $1.00  per  mem- 
ber. 

Two  regretable  features  are  found  everywhere, 
nowadays, —  small  attendance  and  unpaid  dues.     At 
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the  present  time  we  are  enjoying  a  sort  of  opulence, 
are  becoming  "self-centred"  and  do  not  crave  that 
companionship  which  we  formerly  did.  A  con- 
tributing cause,  bearing  very  materially  on  this 
point,  may  be  traced  to  the  small  amount  charged 
for  dues.  To-day,  no  Institution  can  be  expected 
to  function  on  the  same  income  as  obtained,  say, 
20  years  ago;  yet  that  is  just  what  the  members 
are  asking  Masonry  to  do.  At  present  prices  for 
commodities,  some  Chapters  cannot  afford  even 
reasonable  sums  for  refreshments  and  the  same  is, 
therefore,  sadly  missed  by  those  who  are  denied  the 
pleasure  of  being  elected  or  assignd  to  office.  In 
addition,  if  dues  were  ample,  we  could  relieve  our 
members,  at  say  65  years  of  age,  from  further  dues 
and  provide,  besides,  a  Fund  for  Benevolence;  our 
"distinguishing  characteristic"  is  confronted  with 
quite  a  paradox  when  we  examine  the  year's  sum- 
mary.    "The  poor  ye  have  with  ye  always." 

Unpaid  dues,  when  they  lead  to  suspension,  tend 
to  sap  the  vitality  of  any  organization,  and  provided 
that  the  Companions  are  not  accessory  to  the  fact, — 
they  are  to  the  result.  When  finally,  the  constitu- 
tion, to  which  they  willingly  subscribed, — is  invoked 
against  them,  they  "comfort  themselves  with  the 
idea  that  they  have  received  harsh  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  their  Masonic  brethren.  By  turning  to  the 
section  dealing  with  Mount  Nebo  Chapter  you  will 
see  what  losses  it  has  experienced  through  N.P.D. 
We  trust  that  it  is  not  typical  of  the  District,  as  a 
whole.  Moral:  "If  you  do  not  wish  to  remain  a 
member,  pay  up  and  be  "HONORABLY  DIS- 
CHARGED!" 

Before  concluding  this  preamble,  we  must  pay 
our  respects  to  the  members  of  our  Mother  Chapter 
for  the  unstinted  manner  in  which  they  supported 
your  Representative  in  various  ways.  At  five  un- 
official visits  to  outside  Chapters  we  had  a  total  of 
30  Companions, — and  at  the  eight  official  visits  to 
outside  Chapters  we  constituted  or  comprised  89 
Companions. 
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Our  Staff  had  the  profit  and  pleasure  of  install- 
ing the  1929  officers  in  our  own  and  in  3  other  Chap- 
ters as  will  appear  in  the  detail. 

Many  new  acquaintances  have  been  formed  by 
these  contacts  with  other  Chapters.  Each  member 
of  our  Escort  seemed  to  find  something  worthy  of 
note  and  commendation,  wherever  we  went,  and  we 
feel  positive  that  our  Mount  Nebo  Chapter  is  bound 
to  be  greatly  benefited  thereby. 

Unofficial  Visits. 

We  attended  a  Joint  Meeting  on  April  25th 
of  Willson  Chapter,  No.  64,  with  Niagara  and 
Mount  Nebo  Chapters.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was 
being  conferred  and  the  visitors  were  invited  to  take 
any  parts  of  the  ceremony  they  wished,  and  a  num- 
ber availed  themselves  of  this  kind  offer. 

On  May  3rd,  1928,  we  were  present  at  King- 
Hiram  Chapter,  No.  57,  Port  Colbourne,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  Dedication  of  their  splendid  rooms. 
Following  this  ceremony  we  were  treated  to  en- 
lightening addresses  in  the  Chapter,  and  later  in 
the  banquet  hall,  by  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.  and 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  other  speakers  made  congratula- 
tory remarks  on  the  building  and  its  appointments. 
Being  called  on  for  a  few  remarks,  we  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  representative  gathering  of  the  Dis- 
trict to  urge  that  Chapter  dues  and  fees  be  made 
sufficiently  high  to  meet  operating  budgets,  and  ex- 
horted the  Companions  that  when  they  are  called 
upon  to  meet  these  questions  to  be  reasonable  in  the 
matter. 

We  dropped  in  to  see  Hugh  Murray  Chapter,  No. 
184,  Bridgeburg,  on  May  8th.  There  was  no  Work 
on  and  the  attendance  was  small,  but  we  found  a 
most  pleasant  welcome.  Their  well-appointed 
rooms  could  not  very  well  escape  our  notice  and 
commendation.  A  very  enjoyable  social  hour  was 
spent  in  the  adjourning  banquet  hall.  The  First 
Principal  informed  us  that  they  endeavor  to  serve 
light  refreshments  at  every  regular  meeting. 
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On  May  11th,  we  paid  a  visit  to  our  Companions 
at  Niagara  Chapter,  No.  55,  Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  conferring  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Master  degree  and  your  representa- 
tive was  accorded  the  pleasure  of  delivering  the 
Symbolical  Lecture.  We  assured  these  Companions 
that  the  officers  and  members  of  Mount  Nebo  Chap- 
ter would  be  delighted  to  be  of  any  assistance  to 
them,  at  any  time. 

We,  on  October  17th,  attended  an  emergent  Meet- 
ing of  Willson  Chapter,  Welland,  at  which  the  Mark 
Master  Mason  and  Most  Excellent  Master  degrees 
were  being  conferred  on  two  candidates ;  others  were 
expected  but  were  deterred  by  sickness.  Ex.  Comp. 
J.  R.  Ware  and  myself  were  honoured  by  being  called 
upon  to  deliver  some  of  the  Lecture ;  we  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  examining  and  instructing  the  candi- 
dates between  the  conferrinng  of  the  two  degrees. 

Official  Visits. 

Willson  Chapter,  No.  64,  Welland, — was  the 
first  Chapter  officially  visited,  on  October  31st,  and 
we  found  the  same  enthusiastic  officers  in  the  chairs 
as  were  wont  to  greet  us  on  informal  occasions. 
Formal  introduction  to  the  Chapter  was  made  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Holstock  and  Ex.  Comp.  Cook. 
There  was  not  a  very  large  attendance  owing,  no 
doubt,  in  large  measure,  to  celebrate  Hallow  E'en 
festivities.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  in  the 
Royal  Arch  degree,  and  all  of  our  party  were  much 
impressed  with  the  calm  dignity  with  which  this 
degree  was  conferred  on  the  two  candidates,  whom 
we  had  seen  admitted  and  advanced  two  weeks  pre- 
viously. We  could  not  refrain  from  complimenting 
the  officers  on  the  excellent  work  we  had  just  wit- 
nessed and,  in  fact,  we  would  have  been  remiss  if 
we  had  not  done  so.  The  work  of  the  Principal 
Sojourner, — a  difficult  one  at  any  time, — was 
especially  fine  and  "natural."  A  comparatively 
large  number  of  Past  Z.'s  were  present;  it  is  indeed 
gratifying  to  see  these  Companions,    who    having 
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once  been  "Commanders,"  still  find  joy  in  "remain- 
ing with  the  ship." 

At  this  meeting  the  Chapter  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  the  sitting  Principals  to  assist  Scribe  "E" 
in  the  collection  of  the  outstanding  dues.  Although 
we  did  not  think  of  it,  at  the  time,  we  are  now  of 
the  opinion  that  this  was  "good  business"  in  that  it 
puts  two  of  the  1929  Principals  in  personal  contact 
with  the  delinquents  whose  ranks  are  made  up 
chiefly  of  non-attenders. 

At  four  of  their  regular  meetings  this  Chapter 
has  been  host  to  the  other  eight  Chapters  of  the 
District, — in  groups  of  two.  Such  action  is  highly 
commendable  and  we  feel  sure  that  some  personal 
contributions  must  have  been  made  in  order  to  carry 
these  through  so  successfully. 

It  is  deemed  quite  in  order  to  compliment  Willson 
Chapter  on  having  had  Ex.  Comp.  Gothard  as  its 
First  Principal  during  1928. 

Niagara  Chapter,  No.  55,  Niagara-on-the- 
Lake, — was  visited  on  November  2nd.  We  were 
admitted  immediately  after  the  Chapter  had  been 
opened  and  were  formally  introduced  by  that  vener- 
able gentlemen,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.  Wood,  and  wel- 
comed by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Lutz.  Grand  Honours  were 
given  and  formally  acknowledged,  but  aside  from 
"what  was  our  due"  we  thought  that  the  customary 
heart-felt  manner  in  which  visitors  are  welcomed  at 
this  Chapter,  was  still  the  underlying  principle  of 
this  formal  reception. 

In  their  business  session  it  was  indeed  a  pleasure 
to  hear  their  Treasurer  give  a  monthly  statement  of 
his  stewardship, — this  in  combination  with  the  read- 
ing of  the  Minutes  keeps  the  members  continuously 
in  touch  with  certain  phrases  of  the  finances;  the 
great  problem,  however  is  not  so  much  in  control 
of  monies  as  in  the  getting  of  money  to  control, 
i.e.,  the  dues.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  an  ex- 
emplification of  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree 
which  was  done  in  a  very  impressive  manner. 

The  year  1928  has  been  a  favourable  one  for  this 
Chapter, — some  five  having  obtained  membership; 
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with  only  small  territory  to  draw  from,  it  has,  in  a 
sense,  to  await  the  making  of  Blue  Lodge  members. 

Grimsby  Chapter,  No.  69,  Grimsby, — was 
visited  on  November  5th,  and  we  were  introduced 
by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  E.  Phipps  and  welcomed  by  Ex. 
Comp.  Wells. 

Following  the  election  of  their  officers,  which 
was  done  very  expeditiously,  the  Chapter  was  "called 
off"  and  a  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  was 
opened.  The  work  was  rendered  in  a  very  efficient 
manner, — the  enunciation  of  the  Senior  Deacon  be- 
ing very  clear.  We  think  that  their  splendid  Chap- 
ter room  must  in  a  measure  help  to  promote  zeal 
and  efficiency.  It  was  a  pleasure  to  see  the  Past 
Z.'s  taking  their  plase  in  the  East  and  dividing  up 
the  work.  Their  presence  should  be  inspiring  both 
to  the  present  officers  and  to  the  members  on  the 
side  seats.  Their  Register  is  of  ample  size, — the 
pages  as  a  whole  being  well  filled  with  names  of  at- 
tending Companions.  We  were  pleased  to  see  that 
the  Scribe  E.  employs  a  Columnar  Cash  Book  from 
which  a  large  amount  of  information  is  quickly 
available. 

Smithville  Chapter,  No.  240,  Smithville, — 
was  visited  on  November  13th.  We  were  formally 
introduced  by  V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  R.  Kelly,  and  offi- 
cially welcomed  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Patterson, 
acting  Z.  Following  this  came  the  election  of  offi- 
cers which  passed  off  very  quietly.  There  was  no 
degree  work  on  this  occasion  but  the  acting  Z.,  as- 
sured us  that  everything  is  now  done  according  to 
the  new  form. 

Their  committee  appointed  to  assist  in  collecting 
unpaid  dues  is  meeting  with  much  success  and  ex- 
pects to  see  the  amount  very  materially  reduced  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Questioned  as  to  the  advisibility  of  "calling  off" 
labour  during  two  of  the  summer  months  we  replied 
that  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  "the  Companions 
owed  it  to  themselves  to  do  so."  So  far  as  we  know, 
this  is  the  only  Chapter  in  the  District  which  does 
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not  take  a  summer  recess.  Chapter  being  duly 
closed,  we  repaired  to  the  ante-rooms  where  a  very 
tempting  lunch  was  served,  and  we  later  returned 
to  the  Chapter  room  to  listen  to  a  number  of  short 
and  interesting  speeches,  and  spend  a  very  profit- 
able social  hour. 

McCallum  Chapter,  No.  29,  Dunnville. — 
November  15th,  was  the  date  of  our  visit  to  this 
Chapter.  Having  been  formally  presented  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  Parkes  and  Ex.  Comp.  Massie,  we 
were  heartily  received  by  Ex.  Comp.  R.  R.  Congdon. 
The  business  of  the  Chapter  having  been  completed, 
it  was  "called  off"  for  the  space  of  about  an  hour 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  Mark  Master 
Mason  degree.  Ex.  Comp.  Third  Principal  was  the 
Worshipful  Master  in  this  degree,  and  it  being  his 
first  opportunity,  he  conferred  the  work  very  cap- 
ably on  Bro.  Scott.  A  number  of  Past  Z.'s  assisted ; 
— the  obligation  being  most  impressively  administer- 
ed by  V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  Amsden. 

Chapter  having  resumed,  we  spoke  at  some 
length  on  such  subjects  as  would  be  of  interest  to  the 
Companions.  The  attendance  was  small,  owing  to 
a  counter  attraction  at  Cayuga.  The  Chapter  had 
just  given  Notice  of  Motion  to  change  date  of  meet- 
ing from  third  Thursday  to  third  Wednesday  to 
avoid  conflicting  with  the  meeting  night  of  St. 
John's  Lodge  at  Cayuga. 

King  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne. 
— This  Chapter  was  visited  on  December  6th,  and 
we  were  introduced  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  S.  Allen  and 
welcomed  by  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Cowan.  The  at- 
tendance was  small,  owing  to  counter  attractions. 
Scribe  E.  had  given  ample  and  timely  notice  of  the 
proposed  visit  of  the  representative  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter, therefore  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  him  for 
the  small  turnout.  They  have  had  only  one  candi- 
date during  the  year.  This  was  the  night  of  Instal- 
lation of  officers  and  the  staff  of  Mount  Nebo  Chap- 
ter being  requested  to  perform  this  ceremony,  the 
Chair  was  taken  by  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E.  French  and  the 
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work,  was  divided  amongst  Ex.  Comps.  Sheppard, 
Weare,  Escott,  and  the  writer.  Just  before  the  Chap- 
ter closed  we  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting  the 
retiring  Z.  with  a  very  fine  Jewel  and,  in  doing  so, 
we  congratulated  him  on  the  honour  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  he  would  still  retain  interest  in  his 
Chapter.  Following  the  labours  of  the  evening,  we 
proceeded  to  the  lower  hall  where  we  partook  of  a 
buffet  luncheon, — after  which  a  Crayon  Talk  was 
given  on  the  subject  of  a  balanced  budget,  yearly 
dues,  etc. 

Hugh  Murray  Chapter,  No.  184,  Bridgeburg. 
— The  evening  of  December  11th,  found  us  being 
presented  to  this  Chapter  by  our  old  acquaintances, 
Ex.  Comps.  Tait  and  Jamieson,  and  invited  to  as- 
sume the  Sceptre  by  First  Principal,  J.  H.  Sampson. 
After  having  thanked  this  Chapter  for  its  share  in 
contributing  to  our  election  to  the  high  and  import- 
ant office  of  District  Superintendent  we  were  called 
upon  to  instal  the  officers  for  1929,  Ex.  Comp. 
French  taking  the  position  of  Installing  Principal, 
and  Ex.  Comps.  Sheppard,  Weare,  and  myself  acting 
in  various  capacities.  This  ceremony  being  con- 
cluded, I  was  called  on  for  a  few  remarks  and,  re- 
ferring to  their  auditors'  report  presented  at  this 
meeting,  we  noted  that  their  anticipated  revenue 
from  79  members  at  $3.00  per  annum  (and  assum- 
ing 100  per  cent,  collection)  was  at  once  absorbed 
by  the  item  of  rent,  $250. 

Before  closing  we  listened  to  very  interesting 
addresses  by  Comps.  Drs.  Crandall,  of  Buffalo,  N.Y., 
and  Hatzan,  of  Mount  Nebo. 

Former  Grand  Superintendents  have  touched  on 
the  difficulties  under  which  this  Chapter  labours. 
We  feel  confident,  however,  that  the  officers  spare 
no  pains  to  make  things  congenial  to  members  and 
visitors  alike,  and  their  social  hour  after  each 
regular  Meeting  is  a  most  enjoyable  diversion.  We 
complimented  them  on  this  and  congratulated  them 
on  the  small  outlay  of  Chapter  Funds  therefor  which 
had  been  made  during  the  fiscal  year. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929         93 

Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  No.  19,  St.  Cathar- 
ines.— A  fair  turnout, — but  with  the  spirit  of 
Brotherhood  everywhere  apparent, — greeted  us  here 
on  December  14th,  Ex.  Comp.  S.  Kearns  introduced 
us  and  we  were  welcomed  by  Ex.  Comp.  First  Prin- 
cipal. 

We  entertain  pleasant  memories  of  a  Chapter 
of  Instruction  held  here  on  November  5th,  1920,  the 
three  degrees  being  exemplified  by  three  Chapters 
of  the  District, — and  presided  over  by  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
W.  N.  Ponton.  Reference  is  often  made  to  that 
Convocation  and  we  hope  to  see  another  such  meet- 
ing somewhere  in  the  District,  at  no  distant  date, — 
by  which  time  all  should  be  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  New  Work.  The  auditors'  report  for  1928 
was  presented  and  showed  the  finances  to  be  in  good 
condition.  Several  members  of  Niagara  Chapter 
were  visiting  Mount  Moriah  on  this  occasion. 

We  were  requested  to  instal  the  1929  officers 
and  this  time  our  staff  was  enlarged  by  adding  V. 
Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.  Wood,  of  Niagara  Chapter.  Before 
proceeding  to  close  the  Chapter,  we  were  assigned 
the  pleasant  duty  of  presenting  the  retiring  Z.,  Ex. 
Comp.  Harry  Rule,  with  a  very  handsome  Jewel, 
for  which  he  thanked  the  Chapter.  We  think  this 
is  an  excellent  way  of  recognizing  faithful  service, 
and  believe  that  Installation  Night  is  the  appropriate 
time  to  bestow  this  Mark. 

Mount  Nebo  Chapter,  No.  76,  Niagara  Falls. 
— Our  ninth,  and  final,  official  visit  was  made  to 
this  our  Mother  Chapter  on  December  21st.  There 
was  a  fair  attendance  of  the  members  and  a  number 
of  Companions  from  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.,  and  St. 
Catharines  were  present.  This  was  also  Installa- 
tion Night  and  our  staff  had  charge  of  the  ceremony. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  ensuing  business  ses- 
sion, R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  N.  Lindsay,  of  Mount  Moriah 
Chapter,  was  formally  introduced  to  the  Companions 
present.  In  reply  he  expressed  the  pleasure  he  had 
experienced  in  his  own  Chapter  on  the  previous 
Friday,  and  again  this  evening,  in  witnessing  the 
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Ceremony  of  Installation  by  the  staff  of  Mount  Nebo. 
A  few  minutes  later  Ex.  Comp.  Escott  was  presented 
with  his  P.Z.'s  regalia  by  this  distinguished  visitor. 
Niagara  Falls  is  a  "highly,"  or  one  might  say, 
"over"-organized  community.  This  Chapter  has 
had  to  meet  with  Masonic  competition  for  a  number 
of  years.  It  has  suffered  the  following  losses  in 
revenue: — 

Dues  of  Deceased  Comps.  (other  than  those 
killed  overseas)  for  the  years  1915  to 
1927,  both  inclusive $  89.25 

Dues  of  one  sick  Comp.  remitted,  1921  9.00 

Dues    remitted    Account    Service    Overseas, 

1915,  17,  19  ---  100.75 

Dues  of  Comps.  suspended  N.P.D.,  1919  to 

1927,  both  inclusive  557.50 

$756.50 

In  the  above  the  item  that  attracts  our  attention 
is,  of  course,  the  $557.50  which  is  owing  almost  en- 
tirely by  well-to-do  citizens,  several  of  whom  are 
Blue  Lodge  Past  Masters.  Years  ago,  one  of  the  prime 
concerns  of  a  committee  investigating  the  applica- 
tion of  a  prospective  candidate  for  Masonry  was  his 
attitude  toward  his  financial  obligations.  The 
deduction  is  obvious. 

This  District  Report  is  made  with  charity  and 
good  wishes  to  all,  but  we  feel  that  we  have  no  right 
to  disassociate  ourselves  entirely  from  business 
frankness. 

It  is  not  without  a  tinge  of  regret  that  the  writer 
prepares  to  hand  over  his  office  to  his  successor.  If 
the  latter  experiences  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
pleasure  which  has  been  ours,  we  believe  he  will  be 
amptly  repaid  for  any  time  and  efforts  he  may  de- 
vote thereto. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Chas.  H.  Stringer, 

Supt.  Niagara  District,  No.  7. 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
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TORONTO  EAST  DISTRICT,  No.  8. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion my  report  on  this  District  for  1928.  I  wish  to 
express  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  honour  con- 
ferred on  me  by  the  representatives  of  the  various 
Chapters  in  electing  me  to  the  office  of  Grand  Super- 
intendent, and  by  the  Grand  Z.  ratifying  their  choice. 
I  have  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  District  at  least, 
once  officially,  and  privately,  in  some  instances 
several  times.  In  every  instance  I  have  been  warmly 
received  as  your  representative.  After  witnessing 
the  ceremonial  work,  I  am  able  to  state  it  is  uniform- 
ly good.  While  some  officers  are  by  nature  endowed 
with  greater  ritualistic  ability  than  others,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  quite  evident  that  all  have  endeavoured  to 
interpret  the  beautiful  Capitular  degrees  to  the  very 
best  of  their  ability  and  for  this  they  must  be  com- 
mended. If  as  much  thought  and  consideration  were 
given,  by  some  of  the  Chapters,  to  the  internal 
economy  as  to  the  ceremonial  work,  it  would  greatly 
improve  the  former  which,  in  some  instances,  is  dis- 
tinctly bad.  Many  officers,  capable  of  giving  leader- 
ship, seem  content  to  get  into  office  and  then  sit  back 
and  "let  George  do  it,"  insofar  as  organizing  social 
and  fraternal  gatherings  and  stimulating  interest 
among  the  members  is  concerned.  Surely  it  is  not 
too  much  to  expect  that  an  officer  shall  set  an  ex- 
ample in  diligence,  interest  and  enthusiasm.  There  is 
no  excuse  for  a  lack  of  any  of  these  precepts. 

In  this  connection  may  I  again  emphasize  the  need 
of  closer  attention  to  the  question  of  dues.  In  some 
Chapters  this  is  becoming  a  very  serious  question. 
Surely  we  cannot  place  all  the  responsibility  on  the 
Scribes  E.  It  can  only  be  attributed  to  one  of  two 
influences.  Either  the  effect  of  business  conditions 
upon  the  individual  or  lack  of  interest  in  the  Chapter 
on  the  part  of  the  delinquent.  If  the  former,  time 
will  no  doubt  right  this.    If  it  is  "indifference,"  then 
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it  is  a  serious  matter  and  demonstrates  the  need  of 
such  action  on  the  part  of  Chapter  officers  as  will 
engender  and  stimulate  renewed  interest. 

The  District  is  greatly  indebted  to  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Z.,  for  his  visits  to  the  follow- 
ing Chapters  during  the  year,  viz. — March  14th, 
Beaver  Chapter.  March  16th,  The  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John.  March  17th, 
The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  also  April  21st,  and 
October  20th.  October  23rd,  a  reception  to  him  by 
the  Rural  Chapters  of  District,  namely,  Doric  Suc- 
coth,  Victoria  and  Aurora,  at  Aurora;  and  on 
October  25th,  King  Solomon's  Chapter. 

The  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  St.  Andrews  and 
St.  John,  No.  4,  Toronto. — I  officially  visited  this 
the  Mother  Chapter  of  the  District  on  April  20th, 
and  was  very  cordially  welcomed  by  the  First  Princi- 
pal, Ex.  Comp.  S.  R.  A.  Clement.  The  Mark  Master 
degree  was  conferred  in  a  very  creditable  manner. 
Officers,  Past  Principals  and  members  active. 
Steady  growth  in  membership.  Traditions  of  Royal 
Craft  well  maintained  and  demonstrated  by  amount 
expended  in  Benevolence.  Prospects  very  bright  for 
the  future.     Books  and  finances  in  good  shape. 

I  had  previously  the  privilege  of  accompanying 
the  Grand  Z.  and  Grand  Council  to  this  Chapter  on 
March  16th,  on  the  occasion  of  the  investiture  of 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  W.  Slack,  as  Grand  Scribe  N., 
and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  W.  Ash,  as  Grand  Master  of 
the  4th  Veil. 

King  Solomon's  Chapter,  No.  8,  Toronto.— 
I  visited  this  Chapter  officially  on  April  26th,  and 
was  warmly  welcomed  and  received  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Frank  Francis,  First  Principal,  who,  with  his  offi- 
cers, conferred  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch 
in  a  most  exemplary  manner.  Found  an  excellent 
fraternal  spirit  existing  among  the  Companions. 
Also  a  very  active  list  of  Past  Principals,  among 
whom  is  V,  Ex.  Comp.  Dan  McDonald,  who  I  under- 
stand has  not  missed  a  meeting  since  his  exaltation. 
Books  and  finances  in  splendid  shape. 
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On  October  25th,  I  again  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  this  Chapter  on  their  annual  "Empire" 
night  and  a  reception  to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Smith  and 
other  Grand  Chapter  officers.  We  were  privileged  to 
hear  an  excellent  address  on  "Canada  and  the  Em- 
pire" by  Rev.  Canon  H.  J.  Cody,  D.D. 

Doric  Chapter,  No.  60,  Newmarket. — On  May 
2nd,  I  officially  visited  this  Chapter  and  was  received 
in  a  very  hospitable  manner  by  Ex.  Comp.  W. 
Brown,  First  Principal,  who  with  his  splendid  staff 
of  young  and  efficient  officers  conferred  in  a  most 
pleasing  manner  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch. 
Many  visitors  were  present  from  Aurora  and  Ux- 
bridge.  Membership  growth  somewhat  slow,  but 
prospects  for  future  brighter.  Books  and  finances  in 
splendid  shape  and  officers  very  optimistic.  This 
Chapter  is  an  excellent  example  for  other  Chapters  to 
emulate  as  regards  outstanding  dues,  having  none. 

York  Chapter,  No.  62,  Toronto. — I  was 
cordially  received  on  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter, 
at  their  regular  Convocation  of  May  11th,  by  Ex. 
Comp.  Ben  Logie,  First  Principal.  The  work  put 
on  for  my  inspection  was  the  degree  of  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  which  was  conferred  in  an  exemplary 
manner.  Many  visitors  from  Sister  Chapters  were 
present.  District  Secretary  reported  books  and 
finances  in  good  shape.  In  this  vast  growing  section 
of  Toronto  I  believe  there  is  a  wonderful  op- 
portunity for  much  progress  by  this  old  Chapter 
with  a  united  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Past  Prin- 
cipals, officers  and  Companions  during  the  year  1929. 

St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  65,  Toronto.— I  visited 
this  Chapter  officially  at  its  regular  Convocation  in 
October  and  was  received  very  cordially  by  the  First 
Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  W.  D.  Greer.  The  work  of 
the  evening  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  was 
conferred  with  a  quiet  dignity  and  solemnity  be- 
fitting such  lessons  as  were  being  exemplified. 
Every  officer  showed  proficiency  in  his  work,  but, 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  of  the  Companions 
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do  not  attend  and  show  their  appreciation.  The 
First  Principal  was  ably  assisted  by  a  very  efficient 
staff  of  Past  Principals.  Books  and  finances  are  in 
good  condition. 

Orient  Chapter,  No.  79,  Toronto. — This  it  my 
Mother  Chapter  where  I  received  my  first  knowledge 
of  the  teachings  of  the  Royal  Craft.  I  visited  this 
Chapter  officially  at  the  regular  Convocation  of  April 
12th,  and  was  very  cordially  received  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Charles  Allen,  who,  with  his  officers,  conferred  in 
a  very  creditable  manner.the  Supreme  degree  of  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch.  He  was  ably  assisted  by  an  effi- 
cient and  loyal  staff  of  Past  Principals.  The  books 
and  finances  are  in  good  condition  despite  the  fact 
that  candidates  have  not  been  as  plentiful  this  year 
as  in  the  past.  They  have  a  capable  staff  of  officers 
and  are  looking  forward  with  optimism  to  the 
future. 

Succoth  Chapter,  No.  135,  Uxbridge. — I  offi- 
cially visited  this  Chapter  at  their  regular  Convoca- 
tion of  May  10th,  and  was  most  warmly  welcomed 
by  Ex.  Comp.  H.  J.  Cave,  First  Principal,  who,  with 
his  very  capable  staff  of  officers,  conferred  the 
Supreme  degree  of  the  Holy  Arch  in  a  very  impres- 
sive manner.  Good  attendance.  Books  and  fin- 
ances are  in  excellent  shape.  Practically  no  out- 
standing dues,  and  no  liabilities.  Officers  and  Com- 
panions are  very  enthusiastic  workers,  and  are  sup- 
ported by  a  capable  and  faithful  list  of  Past  Prin- 
cipals. R.  Ex.  Comps.  V.  M.  Hare  and  W.S.  Ormis- 
ton  are  towers  of  strength  to  the  Chapter,  and  I 
can  only  see  a  continued  era  of  prosperity  ahead  of 
this  Chapter. 

The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  Toronto. — 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  Grand  First  Principal,  and  the  Grand 
Council  when  they  visited  this  Chapter  on  their 
"Annual  Irish  Night,"  March  17th.  After  the  re- 
ception in  the  Chapter  room  all  adjourned  to  the 
Festive    Board,  laid  out  in  the  large    auditorium, 
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where  over  500  members  of  the  Chapter  and  their 
guests  sat  down  to  a  real  "Jiggs"  dinner,  presided 
over  by  the  genial  and  energetic  First  Principal  of 
the  Chapter,  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Thompson.  Many 
distinguished  visitors  were  present  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  also  different  parts  of  Canada. 

I  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  May 
19th,  and  was  most  cordially  received  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Harold  Thompson,  and  his  officers.  In  fact  it  is 
always  a  pleasure  to  visit  this  Chapter  for  the 
warmth  of  welcome  received  and  the  friendly  and 
kindly  spirit  that  exists.  The  degree  of  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  was  impressively  conferred,  and  the 
beauty  and  dignity  of  its  teaching  was  well  brought 
out  by  each  and  every  officer  concerned.  The  Chap- 
ter is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  efficient  staff  of 
officers. 

I  again  visited  this  Chapter  on  October  20th, 
when  an  "Historic  Night"  was  held.  This  to  me 
was  the  most  outstanding  event  of  the  year.  Many 
distinguished  Companions  were  present,  several  of 
whom  were  in  attendance  at  the  institution  and 
dedication  of  the  Chapter.  An  address  on  the 
history  of  the  Chapter  was  delivered  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  a  copy  of 
this  address  in  booklet  form  being  given  to  each 
Companion  present.  During  the  address  an  im- 
pressive incident  occured  when  a  glowing  tribute 
was  paid  to  those  Companions,  Soldiers,  founders  of 
the  Chapter,  and  others  who  had  "passed  to  their 
reward,"  amid  the  refrains  of  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  the  dimming  of  lights,  and  the  plac- 
ing of  a  memorial  wreath  on  the  Altar.  It  was  in- 
deed an  event  that  will  linger  long  in  one's  memory. 
Much  credit  is  due  the  Director  of  Music,  Comp.  E. 
R.  Bowles,  for  the  musical  portion  of  the  ceremony. 

The  records  and  finances  of  this  influential  Chap- 
ter are  in  a  very  healthy  condition  and  their  many 
recent  activities  lead  me  to  believe  that  their  pros- 
pects for  the  future  are  excellent.  Their  responsi- 
bility toward  Benevolence  is  to  be  comended. 
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The  Beaches  Chapter,  No.  163,  Toronto. — I 
had  previously  made  several  visits  to  'The  Beaches 
Chapter"  and  have  always  received  a  very  cordial 
and  fraternal  welcome,  and  my  official  visit  on  May 
11th,  was  no  exception.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  Smart, 
and  his  officers,  conferred  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree in  a  very  dignified  and  creditable  manner.  It 
it  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  a  local  counter  at- 
traction on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  more  Compan- 
ions were  not  present  to  witness  it.  The  absence 
of  Ex.  Comp.  E.  C.  Berkinshaw,  through  serious 
illness,  was  particularly  noticeable.  The  Past  Prin- 
cipals ably  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  evening. 
This  Chapter  prior  to  my  official  visit  was  suffer- 
ing from  a  dearth  of  candidates  but  have  since  made 
better  progress,  and  prospects  are  very  bright  for 
the  future.     Books  and  finances  in  good  shape. 

Victoria  Chapter,  No.  205,  Toronto. — My  offi- 
cial visit  of  inspection  to  this  Chapter  was  made  on 
their  Regular  Convocation  of  May  9th,  at  which 
time  I  received  a  right  royal  welcome  from  Ex. 
Comp.  Roberts,  First  Principal,  who,  with  his  offi- 
cers, conferred  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree 
in  a  most  impressive  and  efficient  manner.  Particu- 
larly, considering  it  was  the  first  time  rendered 
under  the  new  Ritual.  Unfortunately  the  attend- 
ance was  small  due  to  a  District  reception  the  pre- 
vious evening  to  the  Grand  Master.  Books  and 
finances  in  splendid  condition,  no  liabilities  and 
practically  no  outstanding  dues. 

St.  Albans  Chapter,  No.  217,  Toronto. — My 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  at  their 
Regular  Convocation  May  22nd,  when  I  was  ac- 
corded a  warm  welcome  by  the  First  Principal,  Ex. 
Comp.  L.  F.  Barnes,  who,  with  his  officers,  conferred 
the  Supreme  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in  a 
very  creditable  manner.  The  attendance  was  fair. 
The  records  and  finances  are  in  good  condition. 
Since  my  official  visit  this  Chapter  have  moved  into 
new  and  commodious  quarters  in  York  Temple, 
Eglington  Avenue,  North  Toronto.     A  new  era  of 
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prosperity  appears  to  be  ahead  of  this  aggressive 
Chapter. 

Beaver  Chapter,  No.  225,  Toronto.— This  the 
Chapter  of  my  adoption  and  over  which  I  had  the 
privilege  of  presiding  in  1925  tendered  the  first  re- 
ception in  Toronto  to  the  Grand  First  Principal,  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  on  March  14th,  when  the 
other  members  of  Grand  Council  and  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  ac- 
companied him.  The  Grand  Z.  was  made  and  pre- 
sented with  an  Honorary  Membership  and  an 
illuminated  certificate  confirming  the  honour.  He 
was  also  presented,  on  behalf  of  the  Chapter,  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  B.  Cairns,  "the  Daddy"  of  the  Chapter, 
with  a  travelling  bag,  suitably  equipped.  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith  acknowledged  both  gifts  in  his 
usual  happy  manner.  The  Grand  Z.,  was  en- 
thusiastically received  and  welcomed  at  the  Festive 
Board  by  over  200  Companions.  His  genial  per- 
sonality and  spirit  of  true  companionship  left  a  deep 
impression  on  all  present. 

My  official  visit  was  made  on  Wednesday,  April 
11th,  when  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree  was  con- 
ferred by  Ex.  Comp.  James  Alcorn,  First  Principal, 
and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers.  The  work  was 
conferred  in  a  very  dignified  and  impressive  manner. 
The  District  Secretary  reports  that  the  records  and 
books  of  the  Chapter  are  well  kept.  This  Chapter 
has  suffered  from  business  depression  which  has 
shown  itself  in  the  amount  of  dues  outstanding. 
Careful  survey  of  financial  situation  is  being  made 
and  there  is  every  indication  of  a  brighter  future 
ahead.  Officers  are  looking  for  an  aggressive 
campaign  in  1929. 

Aurora  Chapter,  No.  235,  Aurora. — On  May 
18th,  1  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  and  re- 
ceived a  very  warm  welcome  from  Ex.  Comp.  G.  E. 
Underhill,  First  Principal,  who,  with  his  officers, 
conferred  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in  a 
highly  efficient  manner,  ably  assisted  by  their 
splendid  staff  of  Past  Principals.       This  Chapter 
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has  not  the  scope  for  material  to  build  up  their 
ranks  that  many  other  Chapters  have,  but  have  set 
an  example  of  zealous  aggressive  enthusiasm  for 
Capitular  Masonry  that  others  might  well  emulate. 
Their  books,  records  and  general  financial  condition 
are  in  a  healthy  position. 

On  October  23rd,  this  Chapter,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  three  rural  Chapters  of  the  District, 
viz. — Doric,  Newmarket;  Succoth,  Uxbridge;  and 
Victoria  Chapter,  Thornhill,  tendered  a  reception  to 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Z.  The  recep- 
tion was  held  in  Aurora  Chapter  room,  Aurora,  and 
was  well  attended  by  many  distinguished  visitors 
among  whom  were  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  Price, 
Grand  H. ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  many  present  and  past  Grand  Chapter 
officers,  and  Principals  and  Companions  of  various 
city  and  rural  Chapters.  Much  credit  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  evening  is  due  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  H.  Lang, 
P.G.  Supt.,  as  Chairman,  and  Ex.  Comp.  Underhill,  as 
Secretary  of  the  committee  in  charge,  ably  assisted 
by  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Hare,  of  Uxbridge,  and  Winn,  of 
Newmarket,  Past  Grand  Superintendent,  and  the 
Principals  of  the  four  Chapters  concerned. 

University  Chapter,  No.  241,  Toronto. — On 
the  evening  of  April  3rd,  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  present  and  past  Grand  Chapter  officers  and 
many  present  and  past  Principals  of  City  Chapters, 
I  made  my  first  official  visit  in  the  District  which 
was  to  this  Chapter.  My  introduction  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  H.  C.  Wright,  P.G.  Supt.,  and  my  reception 
by  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  G.  W.  Lougheed,  his  officers  and 
members  was  of  such  a  cordial  nature  that  I  could 
not  but  feel  that  my  official  duties  for  the  future  had 
every  prospect  of  being  most  pleasant  (and  I  can 
truly  say  they  have  been) .  The  work  of  the  evening 
was  the  presentation  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree 
which  was  conferred  in  a  most  impressive  and 
dignified  manner  and  would,  no  doubt,  leave  in  the 
minds  of  the  candidates  the  desired  impression. 
This  Chapter  has  a  capable  and  efficient  staff  of  offi- 
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cers  assisted  by  a  good  staff  of  Past  Principals. 
They  are  making  good  growth  numerically.  The 
business  and  financial  condition  of  Chapter  is  good 
and  has  every  prospect  of  a  successful  future. 

I  have  refrained  from  mentioning  the  work  of 
any  particular  Scribe  E.  in  my  report,  but  desire 
to  pay  tribute  to  them  as  a  whole.  I  have  found 
them  hard  working,  conscientious  and  zealous 
officers  ever  working  in  the  interest  of  the  Royal 
Craft. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  ap- 
preciation of  the  service  of  Ex.  Comp.  E.  S.  Calder 
as  District  Secretary.  He  has  performed  his 
various  duties  in  a  most  efficient  and  commendable 
manner  and  has  rendered  me  invaluable  assistance 
during  my  term  of  office.  I  also  desire  to  express 
appreciation  to  my  colleague,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gordon 
B.  Jackson,  Grand  Superintendent  of  Toronto  West 
District,  for  his  co-operation  in  making  the  work 
in  the  Toronto  Districts  so  harmonious  this  year.  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  able  assistance,  coun- 
sel and  guidance  given  so  freely  to  me  by  my  good 
friend  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe 
E.  I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  R.  Ex.  Comps.  H. 
H.  Lang,  George  W.  Slack,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  J. 
Luttrell  and  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers,  who  ac- 
companied me  on  my  various  visits. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

H.  A.  Miller, 
Grand  Supt.  Toronto  East  District  No.  8. 

Toronto,  Ont. 
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TORONTO  WEST  DISTRICT,  No.  8a. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Toronto  West  District,  No.  8a.  I  desire 
to  express  at  the  outset  my  sincere  appreciation  for 
the  great  compliment  paid  to  me  by  my  Companions 
in  electing  me  during  my  absence,  owing  to  my 
severe  illness  last  February.  The  kindness  shown 
by  the  Companions  on  that  occasion  was  continued 
throughout  the  year.  I  owe  a  very  great  debt  of 
gratitude  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price,  Grand 
H.,  for  the  many  personal  inconveniences  under- 
taken by  him  to  assist  me  in  my  duties  throughout 
the  year  in  spite  of  the  many  other  demands  upon 
his  time.  I  also  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks 
to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  He  seems  never  too  busy  to  give  his  assistance, 
wherever  required  to  Capitular  Masonry. 

I  also  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  George  Slack,  Grand  Scribe  N. ;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Dr.  Austin  Evans,  Grand  Lecturer;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  P.  K.  Perry,  Past  Grand  Superintendent 
Toronto  West  District,  No.  8a,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
Ed.  Luttrell.  The  above  officers  were  untiring  in 
their  efforts  to  assist  me  in  the  work  of  the  Toronto 
West  District,  accompanying  me  on  practically  all 
of  my  official  visits,  and  attending  me  with  the  in- 
stallation of  the  officers  in  the  various  Chapters  in 
my  District. 

To  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  A.  Miller,  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Toronto  East  District,  No.  8,  I  wish 
to  extend  my  heartiest  feelings  of  appreciation.  In 
spite  of  the  many  demands  on  his  time  as  Grand 
Superintendent,  of  his  own  District,  he  still  found 
time  to  accompany  me,  together  with  his  Secretary, 
Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  Calder,  and  assisted  me  on  some  of 
my  official  visits,  and  in  all  of  my  installations  in 
the  Toronto  West  District,  a  courtesy  which  I  tried 
to  repay  by  assisting  him  in  his  District.     I  cannot 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929       105 

emphasize  too  strongly  the  wonderful  spirit  of  co- 
operation which  existed  throughout  the  year,  be- 
tween the  officers  and  Companions  of  the  various 
Chapters  in  the  two  Districts. 

One  of  my  first  official  acts,  after  being  installed 
into  my  office,  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  Dave  Cowl- 
ing, an  affiliated  member  of  Port  Credit  Chapter, 
and  Past  Principal,  of  Peel  Chapter,  as  the  District 
Secretary.  To  Ex.  Comp.  Cowling's  cheerful  as- 
sistance, during  the  year,  I  owe  a  great  deal  of  the 
pleasure  which  I  derived  in  discharging  my  official 
duties. 

The  routine  character  of  my  official  visits,  as 
District  Superintendent,  was  varied  and  rendered 
more  agreeable  to  the  officers  and  Companions  by 
the  large  attendances  on  each  occasion,  by  past  and 
present  Grand  Chapter  officers  and  Principals  of  the 
other  Chapters,  as  well  as  visiting  Companions, 
which  greatly  added  to  the  harmony  and  good  fel- 
lowship of  the  District  as  a  whole. 

My  visits  of  inspection  were  as  follows  : 

Antiquity  Chapter,  No.  91,  Toronto. — Follow- 
ing the  precedent  which  appears  to  have  been  estab- 
lished by  the  former  Superintendents,  my  first  offi- 
cial visit  was  to  Antiquity  Chapter  on  Wednesday, 
March  29th.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  Ex.  Comp. 
Cowling,  I  was  accompanied  on  this  visit  by  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  E.  Miller,  Past  Principal  of  Port  Credit, 
who  acted  as  District  Secretary.  We  were  received 
at  8.30  p.m.  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  con- 
ferred for  inspection,  the  work  being  done  according 
to  the  new  Ritual.  The  officers  of  the  Chapter  were 
in  their  places,  with  the  exception  of  two  of  the 
Veilsmen,  who  were  represented  by  substitutes. 
The  charges  were  well  delivered,  but  some  slight 
confusion  was  evident  owing  to  the  work  being 
carried  out  according  to  the  new  Ritual.  While  the 
work  of  the  officers  throughout,  was  not  strictly  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  of  the  new  Ritual,  it  was  de- 
livered very  impressively,  and  there  were  no  material 
omissions  or  changes  in  the  work.     I  find  the  officers 
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and  Companions  enthusiastic,  and  a  good  attendance 
was  recorded,  which  speaks  very  well  indeed  for  the 
future  prosperity  of  this  Chapter.  The  Secretary 
reported  that  the  books  were  kept  in  an  exception- 
ally fine  manner. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  212,  Toronto. — My 
second  official  visit  was  on  Tuesday,  April  3rd,  on 
which  date  I  visited  this  Chapter  accompanied  again 
by  Ex.  Comp.  W.  E.  Miller,  Past  Principal  of  Port 
Credit  Chapter,  who  acted  as  District  Secretary 
owing  to  the  continued  illness  of  Ex.  Comp.  Cowling. 
We  were  received  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  conferred  for  my  inspection,  partly  in 
the  new  Ritual,  and  partly  in  the  old.  The  parts 
that  were  delivered  according  to  the  new  Ritual  were 
obviously  new  to  the  officers  and  were  not  delivered 
with  the  assurance  of  the  older  lectures.  The  last 
lecture  according  to  the  new  Ritual  was  omitted. 
Such  confussion  as  was  evident,  however,  would 
obviously  soon  be  overcome  with  greater  familiarity 
with  the  work  of  the  new  Ritual.  The  work  on  the 
whole  was  dignified  and  impressive ;  the  officers  were 
very  earnest  and  the  attendance  was  good.  The 
Secretary  reported  that  the  books  were  kept  in  good 
shape,  the  dues  were  somewhat  behind,  and  the 
Mark  Book  was  not  complete. 

King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  232,  Toronto. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  Monday,  April  9th,  ac- 
companied by  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  E.  Burgess,  Past 
Principal  of  Port  Credit  Chapter,  who  acted  as  Dis- 
trict Secretary.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the 
conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  for  inspection. 
The  work  of  the  officers  of  King  Cyrus  Chapter,  on 
this  inspection  was  exceptional,  and  so  far  as  I  could 
ascertain,  letter  perfect,  without  being  in  any  way 
stiff  or  artificial  in  its  rendering.  The  work  of  all 
the  officers  was  exceptionally  good,  and  was  render- 
ed more  impressive  by  the  military  precision  and 
dignity  with  which  the  ritual  was  carried  out. 
There  was  a  splendid  attendance  of  the  Companions 
and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  officers  and  Companions, 
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as  a  whole,  was  particularly  noticeable.  The  books 
showed  a  considerable  gain  in  membership  and  the 
Chapter  arrears  to  be  entering  on  another  year  of 
great  prosperity.  The  Secretary  reported  that  the 
books  and  accounts  were  in  particularly  good  shape, 
with  75  per  cent,  of  the  1928  dues  already  paid. 

St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  231,  Toronto. — My 
visit  of  inspection  to  this  Chapter  was  on  Thursday, 
April  26th,  accompanied  by  Ex.  Comp.  Dave  Cowl- 
ing, District  Secretary.  The  Holy  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree was  exemplified  for  inspection,  there  being  six 
candidates  for.  Exaltation  and  eleven  other  candi- 
dates on  the  summons  for  advancement.  The  work 
was  well  done  by  all  of  the  officers,  the  rendition  be- 
ing smooth  and  easy.  The  First  Principal  showed 
his  efficiency  by  delivering  all  of  his  own  lectures, 
together  with  the  Past  Principal's  Lectures  through- 
out. There  were,  however,  no  other  Past  Principals 
of  the  Chapter  present,  which  in  my  opinion  shows 
the  weakness  of  the  First  Principals  endeavouring 
to  carry  on  his  shoulders  the  whole  load.  It  is 
necessary  for  a  successful  Chapter  to  have  the  sup- 
port of  the  Past  Principals.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr. 
Evans  delivered  a  supplementary  lecture  on  the 
History  of  the  Symbolical  Emblems  on  the  Pedestal. 
The  Secretary  reported  the  books  and  accounts  in 
excellent  shape,  and  a  balance  in  the  bank  and  a 
phenominal  increase  in  membership,  the  most  out- 
standing of  any  Chapter  in  the  District,  being  a  net 
increase  of  thirty-five  members. 

Port  Credit  Chapter,  No.  230,  Port  Credit.— 
My  inspection  of  this,  my  home  Chapter,  was  made 
on  Friday,  May  4th,  accompanied  by  the  District 
Secretary.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  ex- 
emplification of  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree,  ac- 
cording to  the  new  Ritual  and  it  was  very  well  done. 
The  Excellent  First  Principal,  who  conferred  the  de- 
gree, was  well-supported  by  a  goodly  attendance  of 
Past  Principals,  and  there  was  an  excellent  attend- 
ance of  Companions  of  the  Chapter.  The  candidate 
for  the  evening  was  also  a  good  one,  which  greatly 
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assisted  the  officers  in  the  efficiency  of  their  degree 
work.  The  Secretary  reported  the  books  to  be  in 
good  order,  but  the  Mark  Book  was  not  entered  up 
to  date.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  K.  Perry,  assisted  in 
criticizing  the  work  of  the  Chapter,  in  order  to  re- 
move any  bias  there  might  be  in  my  criticism  owing 
to  it  being  my  own  Chapter. 

Mimico  Chapter,  No.  215,  Mimico. — Accom- 
panied by  a  goodly  number  of  present  and  past 
Grand  Chapter  officers  and  Ruling  Principals,  and 
Past  Principals  of  various  Chapters,  I  inspected 
this  Chapter  on  Wednesday,  May  6th,  The  work 
for  inspection  was  the  Holy  Arch  degree.  The 
work  of  the  officers  was  faulty,  and  uncertain  in 
parts  but  on  the  whole  very  earnest  and  sincere. 
The  Royal  Arch  degree  had  not  previously  been  con- 
ferred by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter,  and  there  was 
evidently  a  very  great  desire  on  their  part  to  attain 
a  greater  degree  of  efficiency.  The  attendance  of 
Companions  was  poor.  The  books  were  well  kept, 
50  per  cent,  of  the  1927  dues  were  in.  Some  mem- 
bers were  required  to  be  struck  off,  and  I  urged  upon 
the  Principal  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  see 
if  they  could  not  be  redeemed.  The  Mark  Book 
was  up  to  date. 

Occident  Chapter,  No.  77,  Toronto. — My  offi- 
cial visit  to  this  Chapter  was  on  May  11th,  accom- 
panied by  the  District  Secretary.  Owing  to  illness 
the  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Graveley,  was  un- 
able to  be  present,  and  the  opening  of  the  Chapter 
and  reception  to  the  Grand  Superintendent  was  pre- 
sided over  by  the  immediate  Past  Principal,  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  Murchison.  The  last  minute  illness  of  the 
First  Prinncipal,  however,  did  not  throw  the  officers 
into  so  much  confusion  as  might  be  expected,  as 
the  work  in  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  was 
conferred  fairly  well,  according  to  the  new  Ritual. 
A  number  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Chapter  were 
also  absent,  necessitating  substitution,  and  there  was 
a  very  poor  attendance  at  the  Chapter.  Also  there 
were    very    few    Past    Principals    of    the    Chapter 
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present.  The  work  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
degree  was  conducted  by  Ex.  Comp.  D.  Markham, 
the  Second  Principal,  who  was  very  efficient  in  his 
own  parts.  Owing  to  substitution  amongst  his  offi- 
cers of  the  evening,  there  was  necessarily  some  con- 
fusion. On  the  whole  the  degree  work  suffered 
considerably  from  the  absence  of  a  number  of  the 
regular  officers  and  a  poor  attendance.  The  Secre- 
tary reports  the  books  to  be  in  excellent  shape.  The 
outstanding  dues  were  small  and  the  Mark  Book 
was  complete. 


Toronto  Chapter,  No.  185,  Toronto. — The  in- 
spection of  this  Chapter  took  place  on  Monday,  May 
21st,  on  which  occasion  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
District  Secretary.  The  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree 
was  conferred  according  to  the  new  Ritual.  In  this 
Chapter  also  the  First  Principal  was  unfortunately 
sick,  and  his  chair  was  occupied  by  Ex.  Comp.  Dr. 
Becker.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  conducted 
by  Ex.  Comp.  Sam.  Manuals,  and  was  uniformly 
good  throughout.  Two  candidates  were  exalted. 
The  Secretary  reported  the  books  to  be  in  good 
shape.  The  finances  also  were  in  good  shape. 
There  was  a  very  good  attendance  of  the  members 
of  the  Chapter. 

Humber  Chapter,  No.  246,  Weston. — My  in- 
spection of  this  Chapter  was  on  Friday,  June  15th, 
accompanied  by  the  District  Secretary.  The  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  conferred,  two  candidates  being 
exalted  according  to  the  new  Ritual.  The  work 
throughout  was  excellent,  and  was  particularly  im- 
pressive, the  officers  being  very  efficient  and  well 
versed  in  the  Ritual  appertaining  to  their  various 
parts.  The  attendance  was  a  little  below  par,  owing 
to  some  other  local  functions  being  held  on  the  same 
evening.  The  Secretary  reports  the  finances  in  good 
shape,  the  dues  well  paid,  and  the  Mark  Book  com- 
plete including  the  Marks  of  the  two  candidates  for 
the  evening. 
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Oakwood  Chapter,  No.  233,  Toronto. — This 
Chapter  was  sufficiently  ambitious  to  endeavour  to 
hold  an  inspection  durinng  the  National  Exhibition, 
with  the  result  that  the  enthusiasm  of  the  officers 
was  not  matched  by  the  attendance  of  the  Compan- 
ions. I  inspected  Oakwood  Chapter  on  September 
6th,  1928,  accompanied  by  the  District  Secretary 
and  First  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  other 
Chapters.  Seven  candidates  were  exalted.  Some 
of  the  officers  also  were  away  and  their  places  were 
filled  by  members  of  the  Chapter.  The  work,  as  a 
result,  was  somewhat  disjointed  and  there  was  con- 
siderable prompting.  Tart  of  the  work  was  ex- 
ceptionally good,  that  delivered  by  the  regular  offi- 
cers in  their  proper  places.  Considering  the  num- 
ber of  substitutions  the  work  as  a  whole  was  much 
better  than  would  naturally  have  been  expected. 
The  Secretary  gave  an  excellent  report  on  the  books 
of  the  Scribe  E.,  and  the  Chapter  dues. 

Ulster  Chapter,  No.  219,  Toronto. — I  inspect- 
ed this  Chapter  on  Wednesday,  September  17th, 
accompanied  by  the  District  Secretary.  The  work 
of  the  evening  was  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree, 
one  candidate  being  advanced.  The  attendance  was 
fair.  Good  spirit  and  enthusiasm  were  shown  by 
the  officers  and  Companions  and  the  work  was  very 
well  done,  showing  considerable  care  and  thought 
on  the  part  of  the  officers.  The  Secretary  also  re- 
ports the  books  and  finances  in  excellent  shape,  and 
the  dues  well  paid. 

Peel  Chapter,  No.  195,  Brampton. — This  in- 
spection was  remarkable  from  a  number  of  view 
points,  although  the  farthest  distant  Chapter  of  the 
Jurisdiction  we  had  the  largest  attendance  of  Grand 
Chapter  officers  and  visiting  Past  and  Ruling  Prin- 
cipals. The  inspection  took  place  on  Tuesday, 
October  2nd.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the 
Most  Excellent  Master  degree,  and  the  floor  work 
was  exceedingly  well  done  with  the  exception  of  a 
part  which  was  omitted.     The  lectures  by  the  Past 
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Principals  were  somewhat  weak  in  spots,  but  on  the 
whole  the  work  of  the  officers  throughout  was  well 
co-ordinated  and  dignified  and  impressive.  There 
were  two  good  candidates  for  the  evening  who  were 
received  into  this  degree.  The  books  were  in  shape 
and  the  District  Secretary  commented  on  the  new 
system  of  Loose  Leaf  records.  The  finances  were  in 
excellent  condition  only  $13.00  of  1927  dues  out, 
and  most  of  the  1928  dues  paid  and  the  Mark  Book 
entered  right  up  to  date. 

Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  138,  Toronto. — I  car- 
ried out  this  inspection  on  Tuesday,  October  9th, 
with  the  District  Secretary.  The  work  of  the  even- 
ing was  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  The  Principal  So- 
journer failing  to  attend,  his  position  was  taken  by 
a  substitute,  one  of  the  Past  Z.'s  of  the  Chapter.  The 
work  was  well  done  in  spots  but  ragged  in  many 
places.  The  Pedestal  Lecture  was  delivered  accord- 
ing to  the  old  Ritual.  The  books  of  the  Scribe  E., 
were  not  present  for  inspection,  with  the  exception 
of  the  minute  book,  which  the  Secretary  reported 
to  be  in  good  order,  and  the  Scribe  E.  himself  was 
absent.  Two  good  candidates  were  exalted  to  this 
degree.  The  attendance  of  the  Companions  was 
fair. 

Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  230,  Lambton  Mills. — 
My  concluding  inspection  was  of  Lebanon  Chapter 
on  Wednesday,  October  17th,  accompanied  by  Dis- 
trict Secretary,  Ex.  Comp.  Dave  Cowling.  The  work 
of  the  evening  was  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree. 
The  attendance  was  small,  but  the  work  through- 
out was  uniformly  good  and  exceptionally  well  put 
on.  The  District  Secretary  reported  the  books  and 
accounts  to  be  kept  in  excellent  condition. 

In  addition  to  the  above  official  visits  of  inspec- 
tion, at  the  request  of  the  First  Principals  of  the 
various  Chapters,  I  acted  as  Installing  Z.  at  the 
installation  of  officers  at  Peel  Chapter  on  Tuesday, 
December  4th,  accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Austin 
Evans,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Slack,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
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H.  A.  Miller,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  Luttrell,  and  other 
Grand  Chapter  officers  and  Past  Principals  of  Peel 
Chapter. 

On  Wednesday,  December  5th,  I  acted  as  In- 
stalling Z.  at  Mimico  Chapter,  assisted  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  G.  Price,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Slack,  and 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  Luttrell  and  Past  Principals  of 
Mimico  Chapter. 

On  Friday,  December  7th,  I  acted  as  Installing 
Z.  at  Port  Credit,  assisted  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  G. 
Price,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Austin  Evans,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Geo.  Slack,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  A.  Miller  and  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  Ed.  Luttrell,  and  Past  Principals  of  Port 
Credit  Chapter. 

During  the  year  I  had  great  pleasure  of  being 
present  at  numerous  regular  Convocations  of  the 
Chapter,  both  in  this  District  and  in  the  East  Dis- 
tricts, and  also  of  Chapters  in  other  Jurisdictions 
and  was  throughout  very  deeply  impressed  with  the 
interest  and  enthusiasm  shown  in  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry. 

In  connection  with  the  above  inspections  I 
thought  it  wise  to  impress  upon  Chapters  where  dues 
were  behind  the  appointing  of  a  committee  to  assist 
the  Scribe  E.,  in  his  arduous  duties,  and  also  that 
a  very  strong  endeavour  should  be  made  by  the  offi- 
cers and  Companions  to  interview  members  in 
arrears  and  ascertain  their  difficulties  before  strik- 
ing them  off. 

The  following  Chapters  showed  a  gain  in  mem- 
bership for  the  year — St.  Clair,  Lebanon,  Oakwood, 
Port  Credit,  King  Cyrus,  and  Humber. 

The  following  Chapters  showed  a  loss  in  member- 
ship for  the  year — Ulster,  Occident,  Toronto,  Mount 
Sinai,  Mimico,  Peel,  Shekinah,  and  Antiquity. 

At  all  of  the  above  inspections  the  most  con- 
spicuous feature  was  the  spirit  of  good  fellowship 
and  harmony  that  obtained,  and  also  the  number  of 
Grand  Chapter  officers  and  Past  Principals  and 
Companions  of  other  Chapters  who  took  pleasure 
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in  these  visits.  The  banquets  were  good  and  the 
entertainments  provided  of  a  high  order,  further 
demonstrating  the  spirit  of  good,  clean  companion- 
ship and  fraternity,  which  seems  to  be  the  outstand- 
ing characteristic  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Gordon  B.  Jackson, 
Grand  Supt.  Toronto  West  District,  No.  8a. 

Cooksville,  Ont. 
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GEORGIAN  DISTRICT  No.  9. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion my  report  on  the  conditions  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry in  Georgian  District,  No.  9,  for  the  year  1928. 

First,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
to  the  District  in  general  for  the  honour  of  holding 
this  high  and  responsible  office,  and  which  was  given 
to  me  by  acclamation  at  London,  and  also  to  express 
my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand 
First  Principal  for  confirming  the  same. 

My  first  official  act  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp. 
0.  D.  Williams,  of  Signet  Chapter,  No.  34,  of 
Barrie,  as  District  Secretary,  and  I  am  very  much 
indebted  to  him  for  assistance  rendered,  both  in 
clerical  capacity  and  in  examining  the  books  and 
records  of  the  various  Chapters  during  my  official 
visit. 

During  my  term  of  office  I  have  visited  each 
Chapter,  at  least  once,  and  was  accompanied  by  the 
District  Secretary. 

I  witnessed  degree  work  in  all  Chapters  except- 
ing one,  and  found  them  all  to  be  working  the  re- 
vised Ritual;  my  reception  was  most  cordial  in  all 
the  Chapters  throughout  the  District.  The  keen 
interest  shown  by  the  Companions  during  the  work- 
ing of  the  degrees  gave  evidence  of  the  anxiety  of 
the  members  to  see  that  their  officers  do  the  work 
in  the  best  possible  manner. 

My  official  visits  were  as  follows: 

Couchiching  Chapter,  No.  198,  Orillia. — My 
first  official  visit  was  made  to  this  Chapter  on  May 
22nd,  when  I  was  accompanied  by  the  District  Secre- 
tary, Ex.  Comp.  0.  D.  Williams,  and  several  Com- 
panions from  Barrie — I  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Patmore  and  received  by  Ex.  Comp.  Price, 
and  his  officers,    in    a    manner  befitting  the  Royal 
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Craft.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  degree  conferred  by  Ex.  Comp. 
M.  Baird,  Second  Principal;  Ex.  Comp.  Price,  First 
Principal,  acting  as  Senior  Warden  and  givng  the 
obligation.  The  degree  work  was  conferred  per- 
fectly in  accordance  with  the  revised  Ritual. 

The  books  are  kept  in  a  first  class  manner  and 
the  Chapter  is  to  be  congratulated  on  their  efficient 
Scribe  E.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  future  of 
Couchiching  Chapter. 

After  the  work  in  the  Chapter  room  we  repaired 
to  the  banquet  hall  where  a  very  pleasant  hour  was 
spent  in  speech  and  song. 

Grand  River  Chapter,  No.  70,  Bracebridge. — 
I  visited  this  Chapter  officially  on  June  21st,  accom- 
panied by  Companions  of  Signet  Chapter,  No.  34. 
I  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrews  and  was 
very  cordially  received  and  welcomed  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Spreadborough  and  the  officers  and  Companions. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  well  conferred  by 
Ex.  Comp.  Spreadborough  assisted  by  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
Fryer,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrews  and  Ex.  Comp.  John- 
son. The  work  of  the  officers  show  that  they  have 
devoted  much  time  in  preparing  the  revised  Ritual. 

Ex.  Comp.  Johnson,  who  is  long  past  his  three 
score  years  and  ten,  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  he  delivered  the  Lecture 
on  the  Pedestal,  and  also  the  Charge  at  the  comple- 
tion of  the  degree. 

Comp.  Gerhart,  Scribe  E.,  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  manner  in  which  he  has  kept  his  books  and 
records,  showing  that  he  is  taking  a  keen  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter. 

At  the  banquet  table  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent 
and  interesting  addresses  were  given  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Andrews  and  other  Companions. 

Kichikewana  Chapter,  No.  167,  Midland. — 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter  officially 
on  June  22nd,  accompanied  by  several  Companions 
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of  my  own  Chapter  and  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp  Luke  and  received  a  very  hearty  welcome  by 
Ex.  Comp  Ross,  and  his  officers. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  a  very 
impressive  manner  by  Ex.  Comp.  Ross  assisted  by 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Luke  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Keefe.  The 
books  and  records  of  this  Chapter  are  in  excellent 
shape  due  to  the  efficient  Scribe  E. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  Ex.  Comp.  Keller  which 
occured  a  few  days  previously  the  banquet  was  dis- 
pensed with.  The  true  spirit  of  companionship 
appears  to  prevade  this  Chapter. 

The  welfare  of  this  Chapter  is  being  properly 
guarded  and  its  continued  success  in  assured. 

Manitou  Chapter,  No.  27,  Collingwood. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  unofficially  on  April  27th,  ac- 
companied by  ten  Companions  from  Barrie  to  do 
honour  to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  J.  Dunstan,  P.G.Z. 

A  very  pleasant  and  profitable  evening  was  en- 
joyed, one  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  banquet 
was  a  very  instructive  address  given  by  the  Most 
Excellent  the  P.G.Z. 

I  visited  this  Chapter  officially,  September  28th, 
and  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robertson  and 
again  received  the  hearty  welcome  that  has  always 
been  extended  to  me  in  this  Chapter,  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Dey,  and  his  officers.  I  was  again  accompanied  by 
several  Companions  of  Signet  Chapter,  Barrie. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent Master  degree  which  was  conferred  in  a  very 
impressive  manner  by  Ex.  Comp.  Dey  assisted  by 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  Robertson  and  Whipps,  Ex.  Comp. 
Walker  and  other  Excellent  Companions.  The 
books  and  records  of  this  Chapter  are  in  excellent 
shape. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  this  Chapter 
is  the  number  of  Past  Z.'s  who  attend  all  Convoca- 
tions and  take  keen  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Chap- 
ter. 
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The  Companionship  existing  in  this  Chapter  is 
very  commendable  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
its  future  success. 

At  the  close  of  the  work  we  repaired  to  the  ban- 
quet hall  where  a  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent 
around  the  festive  board  enlivened  by  speech  and 
song  which  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

Amabel  Chapter,  No.  131,  Wiarton. — Accom- 
panied by  the  District  Secretary,  Ex.  Comp.  0.  D. 
Williams,  I  officially  visited  this  Chapter  on  October 
4th.  I  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Foster  and 
a  very  kind  reception  and  welcome  was  extended  to 
me  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dobson,  and  his  officers.  We 
did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  a  degree, 
there  being  no  work. 

The  financial  condition  of  this  Chapter  is  good 
and  the  books  and  records  are  in  excellent  shape. 

At  the  close  of  the  Chapter  we  enjoyed  light 
refreshments  and  a  heart  to  heart  talk  on  Capitular 
Masonry. 

Signet  Chapter,  No.  34,  Barrie. — I  paid  my 
official  visit  to  my  Mother  Chapter  on  October  16th, 
and  was  very  flatteringly  introduced  by  R.  Ex. 
Comps.  Cowan  and  Otton,  and  received  a  most 
hearty  welcome  by  Ex.  Comp.  Williams,  his  officers 
and  Companions. 

I  witnessed  the  Royal  Arch  degree  which  was 
conferred  in  a  most  perfect  manner;  the  work  of 
the  whole  staff  of  officers  being  given  almost  word 
perfect,  according  to  the  revised  Ritual. 

The  books  and  records  are  in  very  good  shape 
and  this  Chapter  has  enjoyed  a  very  prosperous 
year  and  has  a  bright  outlook  for  the  future. 

There  were  about  100  Companions  in  attendance, 
including  visitors  from  Collingwood  and  Orillia, 
which  added  materially  to  the  success  of  this  Con- 
vocation. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  we  adjourned  to  the 
banquet  hall  where  a  very  enjoyable  time  was  spent 


118  GRAND   CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

and  instructive  addresses  were  given  by  several  ex- 
cellent Companions. 

Georgian  Chapter,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound. — On 
October  the  19th,  accompanied  by  several  Compan- 
ions from  Barrie  we  journeyed  to  Owen  Sounnd  and 
I  paid  my  official  visit  to  Georgian  Chapter. 

On  being  introduced  by  Ex.  Comp.  Dobie  I  re- 
ceived a  very  hearty  welcome  by  the  First  Principal, 
officers,  and  Companions. 

The  Mark  Master  Masons  degree  was  conferred 
in  a  commendable  manner  by  Ex.  Comp.  Sivil,  and 
his  officers,  assisted  by  other  excellent  Companions. 
The  books  and  records  of  this  Chapter  are  in  ex- 
cellent condition  due  to  the  efficiency  of  Comp. 
Atkey,  S.E.  Their  finances  are  in  a  very  healthy 
condition. 

There  seems  to  be  a  little  lack  of  enthusiasm  in 
this  Chapter  which  I  believe  would  be  improved  by 
election  of  one  of  their  Companions  as  Grand 
Superintendent. 

The  banquet  was  very  fine  and  was  much  enjoyed 
by  myself  and  the  Companions  who  accompanied 
me. 

MacPherson  Chapter,  No.  86,  Meaford. — My 
last  official  visit  was  made  to  MacPherson  Chapter 
on  October  26th.  On  being  introduced  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  A.  G.  Bright  I  was  received  and  welcomed 
very  warmly  by  Ex.  Comp.  Randle,  officers  and  Com- 
panions. 

The  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  very  beauti- 
fully conferred  by  the  First  Principal,  and  his  offi- 
cers. The  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  F.  H.  Finley,  is  a  very 
efficient  officer  and  has  his  books  and  records  in  ex- 
cellent form. 

At  the  close  of  the  Chapter  we  enjoyed  a  very 
pleasant  hour  at  a  banquet  where  addresses  and 
songs  were  given  by  several  Companions  which  as- 
sisted in  making  it  a  very  profitable  evening. 

During  my  Official  term  I  have  found  that  all 
the  Chapters  in  this  District  are  doing  the  work  ac- 
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cording  to  the  new  Ritual  and  have  Books  of  Marks 
up  to  date  according  to  the  Constitution. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Ruling  Principals  of  this  District  who 
have  always  endeavoured  to  assist  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties  in  connection  with  the  office 
and  also  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  honour 
conferred  on  me. 

Respectfully  and  Fraternally  submitted, 

James  Shrubsole, 
Grand  Supt.  Georgian  District,  No.  9,  Barrie. 

Barrie,  Ont. 
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ONTARIO  DISTRICT  No.  10. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  as  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  Ontario  District,  No.  10,  for  the  year 
1928. 

Palestine  Chapter,  No.  249,  Bowmanville. — 
My  first  visit  after  election  to  the  Office  of  Grand 
Superintendent  was  to  Palestine  Chapter,  whose 
Warrant  had  just  been  granted  by  Grand  Chapter.  I 
found  the  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Hoar, 
valiantly  endeavouring  to  carry  on  notwithstanding 
the  severe  handicap  of  the  absence  through  illne.ss  of 
his  Second  Principal,  and  others  of  the  officers.  I 
subsequently  visited  this  Chapter  on  three  occasions, 
paying  my  official  visit  on  Monday,  the  21st  of  May, 
when  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  was  con- 
ferred in  a  most  capable  manner. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  work  of  Ex. 
Comp.  Hoar,  and  his  officers,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
the  confidence  expressed  by  Grand  Chapter  in  grant- 
ing a  Warrant  to  the  founders  of  Palestine  Chapter 
will  be  amply  repaid.  In  this  connection  I  might 
mention  that  the  effort  put  forth  by  my  predecessor, 
Ex.  Comp.  George  W.  P.  Every,  of  Whitby,  Ontario, 
was  highly  creditable.  I  suspect  that  without  his 
advice,  encouragement  and  assistance,  this  Chapter 
would  not  come  into  existence. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  168,  Campbellford. — My 
first  offcial  visit  was  made  to  Ionic  Chapter  on 
March  the  20th,  on  the  occasion  of  their  an- 
nual birthday  festival.  This  occasion  stands  out  in 
my  memory  as  the  most  pleasant  visit  I  made  dur- 
ing my  term  of  office.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was 
conferred  by  Ex.  Comp.  Tinney,  and  his  officers  in 
a  faultless  manner. 

In  keeping  with  a  local  tradition,  Ex.  Comp. 
Tinney  did  the  entire  work  of  the  First  Principal, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  had  had  access  to 
the  new  Ritual  for  less  than  three  weeks. 
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An  elaborate  banquet  followed  the  work  in  the 
Chapter  room,  after  which  was  presented  a  lengthy 
programme  of  toasts,  interspersed  with  music.  The 
selections  by  the  Chapter  Quartette,  headed  by  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  M.  Bygott,  were  particularly  enjoyable. 
The  meeting  was  graced  by  the  presence  of  several 
distinguished  visitors  from  Cobourg,  Warkworth 
and  Belleville,  including  the  Grand  Superintendent 
of  Prince  Edward  District.  This  Chapter  increased 
its  membership  during  the  year. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  48,  Cobourg.— I  visited 
St.  John's  Chapter  on  more  than  one  occasion  during 
the  year,  Tuesday,  the  Twenty-fourth  day  of  April, 
being  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit.  Owing  to  its 
proximity  to  Port  Hope,  I  have  been  a  frequent 
visitor  in  the  past  to  St.  John's,  and  number  its 
officers  and  members  among  my  most  intimate 
friends,  with  the  result  that  I  find  it  difficult  to  re- 
frain from  being  unduly  critical  of  their  actions. 
However,  the  work  of  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Y.  Youden,  and 
his  officers,  who  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  degree, 
was  such  as  to  satisfy  the  severest  critic.  Visitors 
from  Colborne  and  Port  Hope  were  present  and 
contributed  to  the  toast  list,  which  followed  the 
usual  banquet.  This  Chapter  increased  its  mem- 
bership during  the  year. 

Midland  Chapter,  No.  94,  Lindsay. — My  offi- 
cial visit  to  this  Chapter  took  place  at  an  Emergent 
Meeting  held  on  Thursday,  June  7th.  Unfortuna- 
tely both  the  First  and  Second  Prinipals  were 
absent,  one  through  illness,  and  the  other  because 
of  the  "pressing  emergency  of  his  private  vocation." 

Ex.  Comps.  Nugent  and  Warner,  assisted  by 
other  Past  First  Principals  and  officers  of  the  Chap- 
ter, conferred  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  a  creditable 
manner.  The  books  of  the  Chapter,  as  kept  by  the 
Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  L.  Davidson,  are 
particularly  worthy  of  mention.  This  Chapter  en- 
joyed a  substantial  gain  in  membership  during  the 
year. 
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St.  Andrew's  Chapter,  No.  139,  Havelock. — 
I  visited  St.  Andrew's  Chapter  on  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 24th.  Ex.  Comp.  Anderson,  and  his  officers, 
conferred  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  on  a  class 
of  four  candidates  in  a  manner  which  indicated 
complete  familiarity  with  the  work.  In  proportion 
to  the  membership,  the  attendance  was  above  the 
average  and  included  members  from  Norwood  and 
visitors  from  Campbellford.  I  consider  the  pros- 
pects of  this  Chapter  to  be  good. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  36,  Peterboro. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  officially  on  Friday,  September 
27th,  when  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  was 
conferred,  and  again  at  the  installation  of  officers 
on  December  19th.  Corinthian  Chapter  is  the  third 
oldest  and  has  the  largest  membership  in  the  Dis- 
trict. The  officers  are  efficient  and  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  work  and  the  membership  en- 
thuiastic.  The  Chapter  enjoyed  a  good  increase  in 
membership  and  the  prospects  are  very  bright. 

During  the  working  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  degree,  the  Second  Principal  occupied  the 
Dias,  Ex.  Comp.  Miller  doing  duty  in  the  West.  Ex. 
Comp.  Miller  suffered  from  a  severe  illness  during 
the  summer,  but  I  am  glad  to  report  that  he  has 
made  a  substantial  recovery,  as  he  is  is  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  experienced  officers  in  the  District. 

Pentalpha  Chapter,  No.  28,  Oshawa. — This 
is  the  oldest  Chapter  in  the  District  and  one  of  the 
largest,  and  is  the  Masonic  parent  of  Keystone  and 
Palestine  Chapter.  The  Chapter  is  located  in  the 
second  largest  Municipality  in  the  District,  and  one 
that  is  enjoying  remarkable  growth,  and  notwith- 
standing a  loss  of  membership  for  the  current  year 
(occasioned  largely  by  the  withdrawal  of  members 
who  affiliated  with  Palestine  Chapter),  I  consider 
the  Chapter's  prospects  very  good.  I  visited 
Pentalpha  twice,  my  official  visit  taking  place  on 
October  2nd. 
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Ex.  Comp.  Stenhouse,  and  his  officers,  conferred 
the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  in  a  manner  which 
left  little  to  be  desired. 

The  attendance  was  disappointing,  but  this  is 
explained  by  the  peculiar  industrial  conditions 
which  obtain  in  Oshawa.  I  am  particularly  pleased 
to  report  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  number  of 
members  twelve  months  or  more  in  arrears. 

I  wish  also  to  record  my  deep  appreciation  of  the 
encouragement  and  assistance  given  me  by  Ex. 
Comp.  Stenhouse  and  a  group  of  his  officers  and 
members  who  accompanied  me  on  several  of  my 
official  visits. 

Warkworth  Chapter,  No.  110,  Warworth.— 
I  was  able  to  visit  Warworth  Chapter  only  once 
during  the  year,  but  came  into  contact  with  several 
of  its  members  on  some  of  my  other  visits,  and 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  true  principles 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  are  veing  carried  out  in  this 
Chapter.  Owing  to  lack  of  population  from  which 
to  draw  the  membership,  it  is  not  likely  to  increase 
very  rapidly,  yet  the  Chapter  can  be  truly  said  to 
be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  Masons  of  Wark- 
worth own  their  own  Masonic  Building,  of  which 
they  are  justly  proud. 

My  official  visit  took  place  on  October  8th.  No 
candidate  being  available  for  any  of  the  degrees, 
after  the  business  of  the  Chapter  and  my  reception 
had  been  concluded,  the  officers  opened  a  Lodge  of 
Mark  Master  Masons  and  exemplified  that  degree. 
We  made  the  meeting  a  miniature  "Lodge  of  In- 
struction," which  was,  I  believe,  of  some  benefit  not 
only  to  the  members,  but  to  myself  and  the  visitors 
who  accompanied  me. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  35,  Whitby.— Keystone 
Chapter  is  an  offspring  of  Pentalpha,  and  is  the 
second  oldest  Chapter  in  the  District.  In  point  of 
members,  the  Chapter  is  not  overly  large,  but  Ma- 
sonic enthusiasm  runs  right  in  Whitby,  and  the 
Royal  Arch  body  possesses  a  very  large  share  of 
this  desirable  attribute.     The  Masonic  Quarters  are 


124       GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

excellent  and  are  owned  by  the  Craft.  In  this  re- 
spect the  child  has  set  an  example  to  the  parent 
which,  I  believe,  is  to  be  followed  very  shortly. 

I  spent  a  very  enjoyable  evening  with  the  Com- 
panions of  Keystone  Chapter  on  March  the  16th, 
and  had  the  pleasure,  on  behalf  of  the  District,  of 
presenting  a  suit  of  regalia  to  V.  Ex.  Comp.  William 
Meredith  Jermyn,  the  Grand  Sword  Bearer  for 
1928,  who,  incidentally,  performs  the  duties  of 
Scribe  E.,  for  this  Chapter  in  a  most  efficient  man- 
ner. 

Subsequently,  I  paid  my  official  visit  on  October 
19th,  when  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Rowe,  and  his  officers, 
assisted  by  the  Past  Principals,  conferred  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.  This  was  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Chapter  after  the  summer  vacation,  and  notwith- 
standing the  very  complete  familiarity  of  the  officers 
with  the  Ritual,  the  effect  of  lack  of  recent  practice 
was  noticeable.  My  observation  in  this  respect  were 
received  by  the  Companions  in  a  truly  Masonic 
spirit. 

I  must,  at  this  point,  record  my  gratitude  to  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  George  W.  P.  Every,  my  immediate  pre- 
decessor, (a  member  of  Keystone  Chapter)  for  much 
valuable  assistance  in  performing  the  duties  of  my 
office. 

King  Darius  Chapter,  No.  134,  Cannington. — 
The  Companions  of  King  Darius  Chapter,  chose 
October  31st,  as  the  date  for  my  official  visit,  and 
the  choice  was  a  happy  one.  Weather  conditions 
were  excellent  for  the  long  motor  ride.  Several 
Companions  were  present  from  Pentalpha  Chapter, 
including  the  First  Principal,  and  that  splendid  old 
Mason,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ambrose  Henry,  whose  four- 
score (and  more)  years  do  not  deter  him  from  at- 
tending any  Masonic  function  within  a  day's  travel 
of  his  home. 

The  work  of  the  evening,  the  Royal  Arch  degree, 
was  put  on  very  well  by  Ex.  Comp.  Bell,  and  his 
officers,  assisted  by  Ex  Comp.  Blanchard  and  other 
Past  Principals.     Upon  completion  of  the  work,  the 
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members  and  visitors  spent  a  happy  hour  around 
the  festive  board. 

I  had  looked  forward  to  meeting  the  Scribe  E., 
Ex.  Comp.  E.  M.  Bigg,  but  he  was  ill  and  his  death 
occured  shortly  afterwards.  I  am  told  that  most 
of  the  Chapter  furniture  was  made  by  this  Compan- 
ion, with  his  own  hands,  and  I  had  had  ample  proof 
of  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter 
through  the  prompt,  efficient  and  courteous  way 
in  which  he  attended  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  until 
his  illness  intervened. 

The  Chapter  membership  is  not  large,  and  pros- 
pective candidates  are  not  numerous,  but  there  is  a 
real  feeling  of  Masonic  fellowship  among  the  Com- 
panions, and  I  believe  that  the  prospects  of  the 
Chapter  are  bright  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word. 

Excelsior  Chapter,  No.  45,  Colborne. — I  visit- 
ed Excellsior  Chapter  on  November  8th,  accom- 
panied by  several  Companions  from  Victoria  Chap- 
ter and  St.  John's  Chapter.  The  work  of  the  even- 
ing was  the  Royal  Arch  degree  which  was  conferred 
ably  by  Ex.  Comp.  Hancock,  assisted  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Peebles.  Following  the  work,  the  visitors  were 
royally  entertained  in  the  banqueting  room. 

Excellsior  Chapter  is  one  of  the  older  Chapters 
of  the  District,  but  has  suffered  to  a  considerable 
extent  by  loss  of  membership  through  Companions 
moving  to  other  centres.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  the  officers  are  doing  everything  possible  to 
carry  on,  despite  this  handicap,  and  the  Chapter 
has  progressed  considerably  during  the  year. 

Victoria  Chapret,  No.  37,  Port  Hope. — I  visit- 
ed the  Chapter  within  whose  walls  I  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Craft  many  times  during  the  year, 
and  was  accompanied  by  some  of  its  members  on 
all  of  my  visits.  I  am  particularly  grateful  to  the 
First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  J.  C.  Beatty,  who 
acted  as  District  Secretary,  and  relieved  me  of  the 
details  of  arranging  visits,  and  to  the  other  Com- 
panions who  so  frequently  gave  up  their  time  and 
so  willingly  contributed  the  use  of  their  motor  cars. 
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I  visited  the  Chapter  officially  at  an  Emergent 
Meeting  on  Wednesday,  November  28th,  and  saw 
the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  conferred.  The 
work  was  sufficiently  satisfactory. 

On  this  occasion  the  Chapter  was  honoured  by 
the  presence  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  Price,  Grand 
Second  Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith, 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  a  number  of  distinguished  visitors 
from  Toronto  and  by  present  or  Past  Principals, 
and  members  of  five  other  Chapters  in  the  District. 

Victoria  Chapter  has  enjoyed  a  year  of  progress 
under  the  capable  guidance  of  Ex.  Comp.  Beatty, 
and  its  prospects  are  bright. 

Throughout  the  District  generally,  I  find  that  the 
books  are  very  well  kept,  the  Book  of  Marks  being 
in  general  use  as  laid  down  in  the  Constitution  and 
the  degree  work  carried  on  according  to  the  Ritual. 
The  Companions  are  intensely  loyal  to  and  deeply 
interested  in  the  affairs  of  their  governing  body.  T 
was  frequently  requested  to  amplify  the  rather 
sketchy  outline  of  the  affairs  of  Grand  Chapter, 
which  I  usually  presented  and  not  infrequently  a 
general  discussion  would  ensue.  I  find  and  con- 
sequently report,  a  growing  conviction  in  this  Dis- 
trict that  a  portion  of  the  ample  reserve  fund  could 
and  should  be  used  for  some  special  purpose  of  a 
charitable  nature  such  as  scholarships  for  worthy 
children  of  Companions  in  poor  circumstances  or 
such  other  purpose  as  a  competent  committee  might 
recommend. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  many 
courtesies  which  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  all  other  Grand  Chapter  offi- 
cers with  whom  I  have  come  in  contact,  and  to 
thank  the  Companions  of  this  District  for  their  con- 
fidence in  electing  me  to  this  office  and  to  the  Grand 
Z.,  for  confirming  the  same.  The  year  has  been  a 
very  happy  one. 

W.  F.  McMahon, 
Grand  Supt.  Ontario  District  No.  10. 

Port  Hope,  Ont. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  CHAPTER  No.  11. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

Having  completed  my  duties  as  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  Prince  Edward  District,  No.  11,  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the 
conditions  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  District. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  honour  conferred 
upon  me  by  the  representatives  of  the  Chapters  of 
this  District  in  electing  me  to  the  high  and  import- 
ant office  of  Grand  Superintendent,  and  to  express 
my  thanks  also,  to  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand 
First  Principal  for  confirming  the  same.  The  ap- 
pointment to  this  high  office  has  brought  to  me,  not 
only  many  privileges  and  opportunities,  but  also 
a  realization  of  responsibility,  as  well  as  a  chance 
to  study  more  thoroughly  the  lessons  of  our  beauti- 
ful degrees. 

I  wish  at  this  time  to  point  out  that  on  my  visits, 
official  and  social,  I  have  invariably  met  with  kind- 
ness itself  and  the  courtesy  and  co-operation  meted 
out  to  me  by  the  Principals  and  Companions  has 
made  my  duties  easy  to  bear.  Having  in  mind  the 
responsibility  of  representing  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal, I  have  endeavoured  in  some  small  measure  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  Royal  Craft  among  the 
Companions  and  Chapters,  by  making  such  sug- 
gestions that  I  deemed  advisable  as  a  means  of 
furthering  the  good  will  and  true  Masonic  spirit 
among  the  Companions  of  the  District  as  well  as 
individual  Chapters. 

Unfortunately  an  early  start  on  my  pleasant 
duties  was  impossible,  as  upon  my  return  from 
London,  there  was  sickness  in  my  home  which  pre- 
vented my  being  away  for  some  two  months.  I  re- 
gretted this  as  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  greatest 
good  to  the  Chapters  and  officers  in  particular  can 
only  be  obtained  by  an  early  visit  from  the  Grand 
Superintendent. 
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My  first  official  act  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp. 
G.  B.  Bedford  as  District  Secretary.  He  accom- 
panied me  on  nearly  every  official  visit  and  gave  of 
his  time  to  make  my  year  a  success.  To  him  I  ex- 
press my  gratitude  as  well  as  to  all  the  Companions 
from  my  Mother  Chapter  and  other  Chapters  of 
the  District,  who  accompanied  me  on  many  of  my 
visits. 

During  the  year  that  has  just  closed,  our  Dis- 
trict has  suffered  the  loss  of  many  distinguished 
and  very  active  members  of  the  Royal  Craft.  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer,  of  St.  Mark's  Chapter, 
Trenton,  Past  Grand  Principal;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H. 
Colden,  of  Prince  Edward  Chapter,  Picton,  Past 
Grand  Supt.  of  this  District,  and  Ex.  Comp.  Col.  S. 
S.  Lazier,  Quinte,  Friendship  Chapter,  Belleville. 
Besides  some  twenty  other  Companions  who  received 
the  last  summons  and  passed  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter above. 

Let  us,  Companions,  resolve  that  we  will  so 
spend  the  remaining  portion  of  our  alloted  span  of 
years  that  when  we  are  summoned  face  to  face  with 
the  inevitable  dissolution,  as  we  all  must  be,  that 
we  will  be  able  to  face  it  fearlessly  and  calmly  as 
did  our  late  distinguished  Companions,  whose  simple 
Masonic  Creed  was,  that  they  might  live  respected 
and  die  regretted. 

I  have  visited  each  of  the  Chapters  of  my  Dis- 
trict once  during  my  term  of  office,  and  I  am  proud 
to  say  I  found  in  the  different  Chapters  of  the  Dis- 
trict the  true  spirit  of  Masonry,  and  I  assure  the 
Mosjt  Excellent  The  Grand  Z.  that  the  new  Ritual 
is  being  followed  and  I  think  is  a  success. 

Official  Visits. 

Prince  Edward  Chapter,  No.  31,  Picton. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  June  4th.  It  was  my  first 
official  visit  and  I  was  accompanied  by  some  fifteen 
Companions  from  my  Mother  Chapter. 

I  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Garbutt,  and 
most  cordially  welcomed  by  the  First  Principal. 
The  work  of  the  evening  was  the  Most  Excellent  de- 
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gree,  and  the  officials  deserve  much  credit  for  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  presented.  The  Scribe  E. 
has  his  books  in  good  shape  and  I  think  this  Chapter 
should  give  a  good  account  of  its  work  in  the  future. 

Quinte  Friendship  Chapter,  No.  227,  Belle- 
ville.— This  is  the  baby  Chapter  of  the  District  and 
is  fast  growing.  I  made  my  official  visit  on  June 
5th.  I  was  accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Potts, 
of  my  Mother  Chapter  and  a  life  member  of  Quinte 
Friendship  Chapter,  also  Companions  A.  G.  Mac- 
Kenzie,  and  J.  S.  Barshall,  all  of  Keystone. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  meet  again  and  to  be 
presented  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  J.  Clarke,  Past 
Grand  Superintendent,  and  I  received  a  real 
welcome  from  the  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp. 
Findley,  and  the  Companions.  I  looked  for- 
ward to  this  visit  with  pleasure  and  I  certainly  was 
not  disappointed.  This  Chapter  although  the 
youngest  in  coming  along  fine  and  the  officers  have 
their  work  in  good  shape.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
work  of  the  evening  which  by  the  way,  was  the 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree,  a  very  profitable  hour 
was  spent  in  the  banquet  hall.  It  was  a  get- 
together  meeting  as  there  were  a  goodly  number  of 
Companions  present  from  the  Moira  Chapter,  Belle- 
ville and  other  Chapters. 

Presqu'isle  Chapter,  No.  144,  Brighon. — Ac- 
companied by  Ex.  Comps.  G.  B.  Bedford,  F.  R. 
Mallory  and  Geo.  Wright,  all  of  Keystone  Chapter. 
I  visited  this  Chapter  on  June  12th.  This  being  so 
close  to  St.  Mark's  Chapter,  Trenton,  and  meeting 
on  the  same  night  of  the  month  it  is  difficult  to  get 
a  large  attendance.  And  also  they  find  it  hard  to 
get  new  applications.  I  was  well  received  though 
and  there  being  no  work  the  evening  was  spent  in 
instruction  in  the  new  Work. 

The  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  Belleville. — My 
visit  to  this  Chapter,  the  oldest  and  largest  in  the 
District,  was  made  on  October  2nd.  I  was  accom- 
panied on  this  occasion  by  Comp.  A.  G.  MacKenzie, 
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of  Keystone.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  J.  Clarke,  Past 
Grand  Supt.  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Cole,  Grand  Steward, 
all  of  Quinte  Friendship  Chapter,  as  well  as  many 
other  Companions  from  Quinte  Friendship,  and  St. 
John's  Chapter,  Cobourg.  This  being  the  first 
meeting  after  the  summer  recess,  the  officers  have 
struck  their  usual  stride.  Ex.  Comp.  License, 
and  his  officers  did  the  work  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  this 
Chapter  on  many  social  occasions  among  them  being, 
their  birthday  party,  when  ancient  Frontenac  and 
Cataraqui,  No.  1.  Their  Mother  Chapter  made  a 
Fraternal  visit,  also  early  in  December  when  The 
St.  Patrick,  Toronto,  made  a  good  will  visit  and  in- 
stalled the  officers  for  1929.  The  Moira  Chapter 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  their  special  nights. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  44,  Napanee. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  October  3rd.  As  on  many 
other  visits  I  was  accompanied  by  a  goodly  number 
of  Companions  from  my  own  Chapter,  as  well  as 
from  the  Chapters  in  Belleville,  as  at  all  Chapters 
I  was  royally  received  and  entertained  both  in  the 
Chapter  room  and  in  the  banquet  hall. 

It  was  a  real  treat  to  see  Ex.  Comp.  Cuppage, 
and  his  officers  confer  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
degree,  and  I  may  just  add  it  was  the  best  I  have 
witnessed  any  place.  It  was  an  added  pleasure  to 
renew  the  friendship  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Fennell, 
and  the  Walters  Brothers. 

St.  Mark's  Chapter,  No.  26,  Trenton. — My 
visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  on  October  16th,  and 
I  was  accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  F.  Walt,  Ex. 
Comps.  G.  B.  Bedford,  T.  H.  Ketcheson,  and  F.  R. 
Mallory,  all  of  Keystone,  and  Wm.  T.  Nugent,  of 
Madoc  Chapter.  Here  I  missed  very  much  our  late 
distinguished  M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer.  To 
attend  St.  Mark's  Chapter  you  were  always  sure  to 
see  "Dick"  as  he  was  known  to  all  the  Companions 
of  the  District.  They  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  beautiful  Chapter  rooms,  the  best  in  the  Dis- 
trict.    The  work  was  not  as  good  as  I  expected  to 
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see,  but  I  am  assured  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Potts, 
that  the  prospects  for  the  future  are  very  good  in- 
deed. 

Madoc  Chapter,  No.  161,  Madoc. — I  made  this 
visit  on  October  29th,  and  it  was  the  largest  attend- 
ed, and  one  of  the  outstanding  nights  of  the  year. 
There  were  a  large  number  of  visitors  present  from 
the  Chapters,  Keystone,  Quinte,  Friendship,  and  the 
Moira,  of  Belleville. 

As  was  to  be  expected  the  conferring  of  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  well  done.  They  had  a 
large  class  of  candidates  for  the  degree.  This 
Chapter  is  growing  in  numbers  very  rapidly  and 
financially  their  position  is  enviable. 

The  banquet  which  the  ladies  of  the  Eastern 
Star  had  charge  of  was  one  of  the  finest  of  my  year, 
and  over  one  hundred  Companions  and  their  ladies 
sat  down  to  a  sumptuous  repast.  The  toast  to 
Grand  Chapter  was  royally  received,  and  as  all  other 
meetings  I  endeavored  to  say  somthing  to  the  Com- 
panions of  real  value  in  connection  with  Capitular 
Masonry. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  72,  Sterling. — This 
my  Mother  Chapter  was  the  last  of  my  visits  and  I 
made  this  on  December  10th,  at  the  same  time  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  installation  of  the  officers  for  1929. 
One  very  pleasing  feature  of  this  visit  to  me  was 
to  see  well  over  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  member- 
ship present  for  the  occasion.  I  was  present  at  nearly 
every  meeting  of  the  Chapter  this  year,  so  know  the 
kind  of  work  the  officers  can  do,  and  while  the  past 
year  was  not  all  that  we  hoped  for,  the  future  looks 
good. 

The  ladies  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  had  charge 
of  the  banquet  and  they  certainly  left  nothing  to  be 
desired  in  the  way  of  eatables.  The  toast  list  was 
in  charge  of  the  First  Principal,  Ex.  Comp.  Geo. 
E.  Sine,  who  kept  things  going.  After  the  toast  to 
the  Grand  Chapter,  which  was  royally  received,  I 
spoke  more  particularly  to  the  newly  installed  offi- 
cers.    We  next  had  a  real  treat  in  an  address  from 
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Ex.  Comp.  J.  0.  Herity,  now  D.D.G.M.,  of  Prince 
Edward  District,  on  Canada  and  Masonry,  in  which 
he  gave  the  Companions  some  wonderful  advice.  I 
wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Comp.  Herity,  for 
this  wonderful  address. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  that  I  made  no  mention 
of  many  social  visits  which  I  had  the  honour  to  at- 
tend, and  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
entertainment  that  was  given  me  through  the  District. 
We  lost  in  numbers  this  year  but  I  am  sure  the  spirit 
of  enthusiasm,  which  now  prevails  for  the  Royal 
Craft,  throughout  the  District,  will  make  for  suc- 
cess in  the  coming  year.  The  year  has  been  one  of 
inspiration  to  me  and  I  hope  it  has  been  one  of  profit 
to  the  District. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

Thomas  W.  Solmes, 
Grand  Supt.  Prince  Edward  District  No.  11. 
Stirling,  Ont. 
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ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT  No.  12. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  this,  my  report  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12, 
for  the  year  1928. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  deep  appreciation  for  the  honour  conferred  upon 
me  by  the  Companions  of  the  District  in  electing 
me  to  the  honoured  position  of  Grand  Superintend- 
ent of  St.  Lawrence  District.  This  has  been  an 
honour  which  I  have  enjoyed  to  the  fullest  extent, 
the  memory  of  which  will  remain  a  pleasure  for 
many  years  to  come. 

I  wish  also  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
hearty  manner  in  which  the  various  Chapters  wel- 
comed me  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Z.,  in 
this  District.  Also,  to  thank  the  many  Companions 
who  accompanied  me  while  making  my  visits;  thus 
helping  the  local  Chapters  to  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  other  Chapters  in  the  District  and, 
in  this  manner,  dispensing  that  Royal  and  Fraternal 
Companionship  which  permeates  wherever  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Craft  assemble. 

My  official  visits  were  as  follows : 

Leeds  Chapter,  No.  132,  Gananoque. — On  my 
official  visit  to  Leeds  Chapter  on  May  3rd,  I  was  ac- 
companied by  a  number  of  Companions  from  Brock- 
ville,  and  we  were  introduced  in  the  Chapter 
by  my  immediate  predecessor  in  office,  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  H.  F.  Ward,  who  is  occupying  the 
office  of  Scribe  E.  of  this  Chapter,  to  whose 
efforts  and  enthusiasm  the  success  of  this 
Chapter  is  largely  due.  Leeds  Chapter  has  not 
only  shown  an  increase  in  membership,  but  has  at 
the  present  time  nine  applications  which  came  too 
late  to  receive  degrees  in  1928. 

Here  we  witnessed  a  conferring  of  the  Mark 
Master  and  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason  degrees 
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done  for  the  first  time  as  per  the  new  Ritual  by  the 
officers  of  the  Chapter,  and  was  remarkably  well 
done  under  the  circumstances.  After  which,  we 
repaired  to  the  banquet  hall  where  the  customary 
toasts  were  honoured,  and  a  very  pleasant  hour  was 
spent. 

Grenville  Chapter,  No.  22,  Prescott. — On 
Tuesday  evening,  May  8th,  accompanied  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Stein,  Ex.  Comps.  Beattie,  Root,  and  Smith, 
of  Sussex  Chapter,  and  Ex.  Comp.  Gardiner,  of  St. 
Lawrence  Chapter,  and  ten  other  Companions  from 
Brockville,  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter. 
Here  I  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W. 
Elliott  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fleming,  and  welcomed 
by  the  Chapter  with  Grand  honours. 

The  Chapter,  on  this  occasion,  conferred  the  de- 
gree of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in  a  very  credit- 
able manner,  the  four  Principal  officers'  work  being 
of  a  high  degree  of  proficiency.  I  must  also  make 
mention  of  the  fact  that  this  Chapter  possesses  a 
Scribe  E.  in  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Scobie,  an  officer  whose 
qualification  for  that  office  is  seldom  surpassed.     . 

Anyone  visiting  this  Chapter  would  be  well  re- 
paid by  asking  the  Scribe  E.,  or  any  officer  to  show 
them  their  Ancient  and  Artistic  Book  of  Marks, 
which  is  a  work  of  art. 

Just  a  few  days  previous  to  our  visit,  Grenville 
Chapter  had  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  lose  of 
their  oldest  and  highly  esteemed  Companion,  in  the 
person  of  Comp.  John  Pyner,  who  will  be  very  much 
missed  at  their  Convocations. 

At  the  close  of  this  meeting,  a  very  pleasant 
hour  was  spent  at  the  banquet  table,  when  interest- 
ing addresses  were  given  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Elliott 
Fleming,  Ex.  Comp.  Cook,  and  a  number  of  visitors. 

I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter 
on  the  evening  of  December  11th,  and  installing 
the  officers,  with  the  assistance  of  R.  Ex.  Comps. 
Elliott  and  Fleming,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Scobie,  and  Ex. 
Comps.  Ball  and  Cook. 
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Maitland  Chapter,  No.  68,  North  Augusta. — 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  my  predecessor  found  it  im- 
possible to  visit  this  Chapter,  and  being  more 
favourably  situated  geographically  myself,  I  thought 
it  advisable  to  visit  them  unofficially,  and  get  ac- 
quainted with  the  Companions  and  become  familiar 
with  conditions  and  some  of  their  problems,  which 
I  found  to  be  a  membership  scattered  over  a  large 
farming  area,  where  good  roads  are  unknown,  and 
the  Companions  find  it  impossible  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year  to  get  to  the  Chapter  room. 

I  visited  this  Chapter  officially  on  the  evening 
of  October  1st,  1928,  where  with  some  assistance, 
they  conferred  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree.  I  do 
not  consider  there  is  any  cause  for  alarm  as  to  the 
future  of  this  Chapter,  as  they  are  financially  in 
good  condition  and  meeting  in  a  modernly  equipped 
Temple  of  most  durable  construction,  owned  by  the 
Craft  and,  we  belive,  entirely  free  from  financial 
obligations ;  besides,  this  locality  possesses  a  number 
of  faithful,  ardent  members  who  keep  close  tab  on 
Capitular  Masonry  in  their  locality. 

I  should  like  to  assure  my  successor  in  office 
that  I  will  lend  him  all  the  assistance  possible  in 
connection  with  the  progress  of  this  Chapter. 

Covenant  Chapter,  No.  113,  Cor  wall.— This 
Chapter  was  visited  officially  by  me  on  October 
17th,  1928,  in  company  with  Ex.  Comps.  Morrison, 
Smith,  Root,  Jacobs,  and  Board,  R.  Ex.  Comps. 
Stein   and  Birks. 

After  being  introduced  and  received  with  Grand 
honours,  I  witnessed  a  conferring  of  the  Mark 
Master  Mason  degree,  according  to  the  new  Ritual. 
Ex.  Comp.  Sugden,  the  First  Principal,  working 
the  degree  unassisted  throughout  and  it  was  done  in 
a  very  commendable  manner. 

This  Chapter  suffered  very  recently  a  loss 
through  death  of  Ex.  Comp.  John  Ridley,  who  had 
the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  acting  Scribe  E. 
in  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 
I  feel,  however,  that  the  office  is  being  ably  filled  by 
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the  Scribe  N.,  Comp.  Jas.  F.  Miller,  who,  I  am 
pleased  to  advise  has  since  been  elected  Scribe  E. 

I  regret  that  the  distance  prevented  a  second 
visit  to  Covenant  Chapter,  as  I  found  among  the 
many  Companions  who  were  absolute  strangers  to 
me  the  truest  spirit  of  companionship  and  loyalty 
to  the  Craft,  as  exemplified  by  the  welcome  and 
good  fellowship  they  extended  on  the  occasion  of 
my  official  visit. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  we  repaired  to  the 
banquet  hall,  where  a  bounteous  supper  fortified  us 
for  our  sixty-five  mile  journey  home. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morrisburg. — 
Accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Stein,  Ex.  Comps. 
Smith,  Root,  and  Comp.  Murray,  I  officially  visited 
St.  John's  Chapter,  October  19th,  1928,  and  most 
heartily  welcomed  by  Ex.  Comp.  David  Fink,  whom 
we  find  is  hale  and  hearty  and  still  in  office,  show- 
ing the  same  enthusiasm  as  in  former  years. 

There  being  no  work  before  this  Chapter  on 
the  occasion,  I  witnessed  the  opening  and  closing 
ceremonies  and  examined  the  Book  of  Scribe  E., 
which  were  neat  and  kept  in  an  orderly  manner. 

We  then  repaired  to  the  banquet  hall,  where  in- 
teresting addresses  were  heard  from  R.  Ex.  Comps. 
Davy,  Marsh,  and  Gorrell,  and  also  from  a  number 
of  visitors. 

Sussex  Chapter  No.  59,  and  St.  Lawrence 
Chapter,  No.  100,  Brockville. — As  these  Chapters 
are  located  in  my  own  home  town,I  am  looked  upon 
as  a  regular  attendant  at  their  Convocations. 

The  Companions  of  these  Chapters  in  previous 
years  have  always  had  the  pleasure  of  entertain- 
ing each  Grand  Z.,  some  time  during  his  term  of 
office.  An  invitation  was  therefore  extended  to 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  to  favour  us  with  a 
visit  at  a  time  suitable  to  himself.  He,  therefore, 
selected  October  26th,  and  I  took  the  opportunity 
of  paying  my  official  visit  to  these  Chapters,  know- 
ing that  any  instructions  I  had  overlooked  would 
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be  given  by  his  travelling  Companion,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

On  this  occasion,  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree 
was  conferred  on  four  candidates  by  a  combination 
of  officers  from  the  two  Chapters,  under  the  per- 
sonal direction  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith, 
whose  knowledge  of  decorum  and  efficiency  in 
Capitular  Masonry  is  unequalled,  and  is  indeed  a 
revelation  to  a  Chapter,  and  always  a  source  of 
inspiration  to  officers  wherever  he  may  appear. 

After  a  few  well  chosen  remarks  by  the  Grand 
Z.,  an  opportunity  was  given  every  Companion 
present  to  meet  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal personally.  After  closing  the  Chapter,  we  re- 
paired to  the  banquet  hall  where  the  toasts  to  the 
Royal  Craft  was  most  ably  responded  to  by  the 
M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.,  which  was  followed  by  a  talk 
by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E., 
whom  we  need  not  perhaps  mention,  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  an  authority  on  Masonry  from  its 
origin  to  the  application  of  present  day  conditions, 
and,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  referred  to  Ma- 
sonry as  it  exists  in  the  British  Isles,  Germany, 
Italy,  India  and  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  as 
well  as  in  Canada,  U.S.A.  and  Mexico. 

Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter, 
No.  1,  Kingston. — St.  Lawrence  District  was 
favoured  this  year  with  a  second  visit  by  the  M. 
Ex.  The  Grand  Z.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  in  Kingston  on  November  16th,  1928,  the 
principal  object  on  this  occasion  being  to  make 
arrangement  for  the  forth-coming  Seventy-first 
Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  which  is  to 
meet  in  that  city  in  February  next,  and  which  we 
are  pleased  to  realize  is  being  held  in  St.  Lawrence 
District,  No.  12. 

I  made  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  the 
evening  of  December  21st,  where  I  was  invited  to 
install  the  officers  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  R.  Ex.  and  Ex.  Companions,  the  cere- 
mony was  carried  out  in  a  manner  and  distinction 
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which  their  Ancient  and  beloved  Chapter,  No.  1, 
under  the  Registry  of  the  Grand  Chapter  well 
deserves. 

However,  I  also  feel  that  I  cannot  close  this 
Report  without  adding  a  few  words  of  congratula- 
tion to  my  Companions  of  Ancient  Frontenac  and 
Cataraqui  Chapters  on  their  ambition  in  inviting 
the  Grand  Chapter  to  their  city  for  its  Annual  Con- 
vocation. These  responsibilities  which  devolve 
upon  a  Chapter  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  either  of 
necessity  or  modest  courtesy,  call  for  considerable 
work  and  devotion  of  time,  which  I  am  sure  will  be 
felt  by  the  delegates  and  the  Grand  Chapter  offi- 
cers when  they  assemble  in  Annual  Convocation. 

In  closing,  I  should  like  to  congratulate  the 
Chapter  also  on  possession  of  a  Temple  where  such 
an  assembly  can  be  held,  certainly  from  points  of 
accomodation  for  committees  and  such;  also  a 
Chapter  room  for  Grand  Chapter  to  meet.  Few 
more  beautiful  or  better  equipped  Temples  are  to 
be  found,  and  I  trust  our  District  will  be  well  repre- 
sented at  this  meeting. 

Again  congratulating  Ancient  Frontenac  and 
Cataraqui  and  wishing  them  all  success,  a  goodly 
measure  of  which  I  feel  sure  will  follow  the  Annual 
meeting  of  Grand  Chapter,  I  close  this  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

C.  W.  McLean, 
Grand  Supt.  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12. 

Brockville,  Ont. 
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OTTAWA  DISTRICT  No.   13. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion my  report  on  Capitular  Masonry  in  Ottawa 
District,  No.  13,  for  the  past  year. 

First,  may  I  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Companions  of  the  District  for  the  honour  they 
have  conferred  upon  me  in  unanimously  electing  me 
as  their  Grand  Superintendent,  and  for  their  co- 
operation and  support  as  well  as  the  many  gracious 
courtesies  extended  to  me  at  all  times  throughout 
the  District,  and  which  I  have  regarded  as  a  mani- 
festation of  the  fealty  of  the  constituent  Chapters 
to  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  visit 
to  the  District  of  the  Grand  First  Principal,  M.  Fx. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  accompanied  by  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  when  they 
visited  St.  Francis  Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls, 
on  the  occasion  of  their  "Field  Day"  on  May  22nd, 
and  witnessed  a  class  of  24  candidates  exalted  to  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  On  the  following  evening, 
May  23rd,  a  reception  and  banquet  was  tendered 
the  Grand  Z.,  by  the  two  Chapters  in  the  City  of 
Ottawa  viz.: — Carleton,  No.  16,  and  Ottawa,  No. 
222.  The  reception  took  place  in  the  Chapter  room 
at  the  Masonic  Temple,  with  officers  from  both 
Chapters  filling  the  chairs  jointly.  The  Grand  Z., 
and  Grand  Scribe  E.,  being  escorted  by  a  large 
deputation  of  present  and  past  Grand  Chapter  offi- 
cers. This  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  and 
successful  functions  held  by  the  Royal  Craft  of 
Ottawa  for  some  time. 

The  next  evening,  May  24th,  the  Grand  Z.,  as- 
sisted by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  the  Grand  Supt.,  and 
other  Grand  officers,  and  Companions  from  Ottawa 
and  the  surrounding  District,  consecrated  and  dedi- 
cated Dochert  Chapter,  No.  248,  Arnprior;  after 
which  the  officers  were  Installed  and  invested  bv 
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the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  with  present  and  past  Grand 
officers  and  Principals  of  Chapters  assisting  in  the 
ceremony.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Royal 
Craftsmen  from  Ottawa,  and  with  their  Choir 
added  much  to  the  impressiveness  of  the  occasion. 
Afterwards  refreshments  were  served  and  a  pleas- 
ant social  hour  enjoyed. 

This  visit  of  the  Grand  Z.,  and  his  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive officer,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  did  much  to 
stimulate  interest  to  the  welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft 
in  the  District. 

In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the  Grand  Z., 
I  commenced  my  visits  to  the  Chapters,  soon  after 
taking  office,  and  before  the  summer  vacation 
period,  I  had  visited  officially  and  unofficially,  or 
rather  informally,  all  of  the  Chapters  except  two, 
and  it  was  deemed  to  be  the  best  interest  of  these 
two  Chapters  to  defer  my  visit  to  them  until  early 
in  the  fall.  In  addition  to  visiting  all  of  the  Chap- 
ters once,  several  have  been  visited  oftener,  and  I 
witnessed  degree  work  on  each  occasion.  Two 
Chapters  presented  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and  the 
other  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree  for  my  official 
inspection.  The  attendance  on  these  occasions  I 
found  generally  disappointing.  The  Z.  of  one  of 
the  Rural  Chapters  in  accounting  for  the  small  at- 
tendance at  the  time  of  my  visit  attributed  it  partly 
to  the  many  organizations  in  existence  to-day,  even 
in  the  country,  explaining  that  there  were  no  less 
than  five  different  meetings,  viz:  Agriculture; 
Church;  and  other  Associations  taking  place  in 
that  community  on  that  very  evening.  Like  their 
Companions  in  the  city,  who  also  are  connected  with 
the  various  Service  Clubs  and  kindred  Associations 
as  well  as  the  many  forms  of  amusement  and  recrea- 
tions which  draw  them  away  from  Chapter 
affairs.  Punctuality  is  not  practiced  by  the  various 
Chapters  in  opening  and  getting  started.  To  this 
however,  there  is  one  exception  to  my  knowledge, 
viz. :  Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa,  which  has 
opened  promptly  throughout  the  year.  These  late 
openings,  to  my  mind,  are  conducive,  to  a  falling  off 
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in  attendance  with  a  consequent  lack  of  interest  in 
the  Chapter's  welfare. 

All  the  Chapters  in  the  District,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two,  have  adopted  the  work  of  the  Re- 
vised Ritual  and  on  the  whole  the  work  has  been 
creditably  performed,  the  new  Ritual  being  gener- 
ally acknowledged  as  an  improvement  over  the  old 
form. 

During  my  different  inspections  any  criticisms 
that  I  deemed  necessary  to  offer  were  of  such  a 
nature,  as  I  felt  would  be  instructive  and  construc- 
tive, rather  than  destructive,  and  I  have  been  led 
to  hope  that  they  have  been  received  by  the  Com- 
panions in  the  same  friendly  spirit  in  which  they 
were  extended  to  them.  On  each  of  my  visits  I 
endeavoured  to  make  the  occasion  one  of  instruction 
as  well  as  of  inspection.  Following  the  close  of 
the  Chapters  the  usual  banquet  or  social  hour  was 
held  by  each,  which  most  enjoyable  functions  at 
which  many  courtesies  were  extended  to  me  by  the 
Companions. 

I  have  strongly  recommended  and  encouraged 
the  exchange  of  Fraternal  visits  between  Chapters 
as  a  means  of  creating  a  better  understanding  as 
well  as  stimulating  interest  and  attendance.  With 
two  exceptions  all  of  the  Chapters  participated  in 
these  inter-visitations. 

Every  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  the  District  is 
provided  with  excellent  quarters  in  which  their 
Convocations  are  held,  all  of  which  are  situated  in 
Craft  Lodge  rooms,  and  each  Chapter  is  well  sup- 
plied with  proper  paraphernalia. 

The  books  of  the  Scribe  E.  are  generally  ex- 
cellently kept.  These  officers,  with  perhaps  an  odd 
exception  or  so,  are  alive  to  their  duties  and  con- 
tribute much  to  the  welfare  of  their  respective 
Chapter.  It  must  be  borne,  in  mind,  however,  that 
the  Z.  should  not  give  over  entirely  the  manage- 
ment and  administration  of  his  Chapter  to  the 
Scribe  E.,  as  frequently  happens  perhaps,  when  the 
latter  officer  has  had  a  long  incumbency.  Un- 
fortunately all  First  Principals  do  not  keep  in  touch 


142       GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

with  Chapter  affairs  throughout  each  succeeding 
month,  leaving  everything  to  the  Scribe  E.,  some 
of  whom  seldom  consult  with  the  Z.  On  the  other 
hand  there  are  First  Principals  who  plan  ahead 
for  each  meeting  and  their  labours  are  reflected  in 
the  activities  and  successful  gatherings  of  their 
respective  Chapters.  I  find  that  many  Prinipals 
and  Scribe  E.  show  considerable  weakness  in  their 
not  knowing  the  Constitution  as  they  should.. 

As  to  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
District  I  feel  confident  in  saying  that  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  Chapters,  the  District  generally 
has  shown  good  progress  and  the  prospects  on  the 
whole  are  good.  There  is  still  a  too  large  amount 
of  dues  outstanding  in  several  Chapters,  and  it  is 
also  noted  that  many  Chapters  do  not  show  any 
grants  to  Benevolence  of  any  nature.  In  some 
parts  of  the  District  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
young  Farmer  Master  Masons  of  to-day  do  not 
evince  a  very  keen  desire  to  advance  beyond  the 
Master  Mason  degree.  This  condition  will  no  doubt 
adjust  itself  in  due  time.  However,  the  enthusiasm 
of  officers  and  Companions  prevails,  and  while  some 
may  not  have  shown  as  high  a  degree  of  excellence, 
as  might  be  expected  of  them,  yet  a  sincere  effort 
is  being  put  forth  to  carry  out  the  work  impres- 
sively, and  a  spirit  of  peace  and  harmony  as  well 
as  Good  Fellowship  prevails  throughout  the  Dis- 
trict. 

Visitations. 

Kitchener  Chapter,  No.  210,  Russell. — My 
first  official  inspection  was  made  to  this  Chapter 
on  April  6th.  Owing  to  a  sudden  spring  thaw 
which  that  day  made  the  country  roads  impassable, 
the  Chapter  was  not  opened  before  9.30  p.m.  due 
to  the  want  of  a  quorum.  Even  then  many  of  the 
officers  were  absent.  I  had  the  Z.,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  improvised  officers,  rehearse  the  Mark 
Master  Mason  degree  under  the  new  form  of  work. 
I  made  a  second  visit  on  September  24th,  accom- 
panied by  R.  Ex.  Comps.  J.  C.  Scott  and  John  Gray. 
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There  was  a  small  attendance  due  partly,  I  was  in- 
formed to  counter  attractions  in  the  locality.  The 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  conferred  upon  a 
candidate,  the  work  of  the  Ex.  First  Principal,  J. 
A.  Mitchell,  being  very  creditable  under  the  new 
Ritual.  Several  of  the  Junior  officers  were  absent. 
Ottawa  Chapter,  No.  222,  visited  this  Chapter  on 
November  23rd,  and  conferred  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  degree  in  its  new  form.  I  was  present  with 
them.  There  is  a  noticeable  stagnation  in  Capitu- 
lar Masonry  in  Russell  at  present,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  that  apart  from  the  faithful  few  such  as  Ex. 
Comps.  Kyle,  Gamble  and  Shepherd,  the  Principal 
officers  of  the  Chapter  were  not  receiving  that  de- 
serving support  due  to  them. 

Prince  of  Wales  Chapter,  No.  226,  Perth. — 
This  Chapter  was  visited  on  April  16th,  when  I 
was  given  a  most  cordial  and  warm  welcome  by  the 
Ex.  First  Prinipal,  A.  H.  McLaren,  Ex.  Comp.  C. 
M.  Forbes,  and  the  officers  of  the  Chapter.  The 
work  under  inspection  was  the  Mark  Master  Ma- 
son degree  which  was  conferred  on  a  candidate  by 
the  First  Principal  and  his  officers  in  a  very  digni- 
fied and  creditable  manner,  under  the  new  Ritual. 
It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  present,  on  behalf  of 
the  Chapter,  a  beautiful  Past  Z.  jewel  to  Ex.  Comp. 
C.  M.  Forbes,  the  I.P.Z.,  whom  I  have  no  doubt  will 
continue  his  good  services  to  the  Chapter.  The  at- 
tendance was  not  so  large  as  desired,  yet  I  was  much 
impressed  with  the  high  standard  of  the  personnel 
and  the  spirit  of  Companionship  and  harmony  which 
prevailed  throughout.  The  books  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Scribe  E.,  were  is  excellent  order. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  148,  Vankleek  Hill. 
— I  made  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  May 
4th.  For  want  of  a  quorum  it  was  long  past  9.30 
p.m.  before  the  Chapter  opened.  Several  of  the 
officers  were  absent,  including  the  third  Principal. 
I  was  most  cordially  welcomed  by  the  Ex.  First 
Principal,  W.  R.  Hall,  and  Ex.  Comp.  A.  D.  McRae. 
There  being  no  candidate,  the  Mark  Master  Mason 
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degree  was  exemplified  under  the  old  form.  The 
Ex.  Z.  is  most  capable  as  he  demonstrated  in  his 
work,  but  the  Chapter  is  located  in  a  part  of  the 
District  where  there  is  an  increasing  class  of 
population  that  are  not  favourably  inclined  towards 
Freemasonry;  with  a  consequent  dearth  of  material 
and  its  resultant  stagnation  in  Chapter  affairs. 
Some  sincere  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce 
the  arrearage,  there  being  about  75  per  cent,  of  the 
members  12  months  in  arrears. 

Charleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa. — This 
is  my  Mother  Chapter  of  which  I  am  a  member  and 
a  regular  attendant  at  its  Convocations,  so  con- 
sequently I  am  in  close  touch  with  its  affairs 
throughout  the  year.  My  official  visit  of  inspec- 
tion was  made  on  May  16th,  when  I  was  attended 
by  a  large  number  of  distinguished  Past  Grand 
Officers,  members  of  the  Chapter,  and  was  received 
most  cordially  by  Ex.  First  Principal,  Fred  G. 
Smith,  observing  the  procedure  prescribed  by 
Grand  Chapter.  The  work  under  review  was  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  was  conferred  by 
the  First  Principal,  and  his  office  bearers,  in  a  splen- 
did manner  under  the  new  Ritual.  In  the  absence  of 
the  Principal  Sojourner  and  Scribe  N.  the  duties 
of  those  officers  were  ably  carried  out  by  Ex. 
Comps.  W.  Eastwood  and  Geo.  Powers.  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  H.  A.  McCallum  is  a  very  capable  and 
energetic  Scribe  E.  whose  work  in  reducing  the  out- 
standing dues  is  deserving  of  praise.  A  Past  prin- 
cipals' night  was  held  at  the  November  Convoca- 
tion, the  chairs  being  filled  by  past  Grand  officers, 
and  Past  Z.'s,  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  worked 
under  the  new  Ritual.  On  December  19th,  I  in- 
stalled the  officers,  with  the  able  assistance  of  R. 
Ex.  Comps.  J.  C.  Scott  and  R.  S.  Simpson,  with  V. 
Ex.  Comp.  Lt.-Col.  A.  T.  Cooper  as  Director  of 
Ceremonies.  On  this  occasion  the  Board  of  in- 
stalled Principals  reporting  unfavourably  in  the 
case  of  the  Third  Principal-elect,  I,  in  accordance 
with  the  Constitution  would  not  install  him,  and 
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directed  the  Chapter  to  hold  a  new  election  for  that 
office  at  their  next  Convocation. 

Granite  Chapter,  No.  61,  Almonte. — Accom- 
panied by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Hooper,  V.  Ex. 
Comps.  H.  E.  Sinclair,  and  A.  T.  Cooper,  Ex.  Comp. 
Fred  G.  Smith,  J.  J.  Gardiner  and  others,  I  made 
my  official  inspection  of  this  Chapter  on  June  14th, 
when  the  work  presented  was  the  Mark  Master 
Mason  degree  which  was  conferred  in  a  creditable 
manner  under  the  new  Ritual.  The  work  of  the 
Ex.  Z.,  Dr.  W.  M.  Johnson,  being  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. On  May  10th,  Ottawa  Chapter  visited 
Granite  Chapter  and  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree in  its  new  form.  On  this  occasion  I  was 
present  as  an  honoured  guest.  This  was  a  very 
successful  event  with  a  large  attendance  of  visitors. 
A  splendid  banquet  followed,  which  was  held  in  the 
basement  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  functions  of  the  kind  I  have  been 
privileged  to  attend.  The  Chapter  has  made  good 
progress,  and  its  affairs  are  in  splendid  condition. 

Bonnechere  Chapter,  No.  114,  Renfrew.— R. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  C.  Scott,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Stewart 
Witten,  and  Ex.  Comp.  J.  J.  Gardiner  accompanied 
me  from  Ottawa  on  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter 
on  June  18th.  We  were  most  cordially  welcomed 
and  graciously  received  by  the  officers  and  Com- 
panions. The  work  under  inspection  was  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  degree  which  was  conferred  according 
to  the  new  Ritual  by  Ex.  First  Principal,  H.  Guest, 
and  his  officers,  in  a  dignified  manner.  The  work 
of  the  Principal  Sojourner  is  deserving  of  com- 
mendation. The  Mystical  Lecture  was  splendidly 
delivered  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  J.  Gardiner,  who  ac- 
companied me  from  Ottawa.  The  affairs  of  the 
Chapter  are  in  good  condition,  and  a  splendid  type 
of  Companions  and  past  Prinncipals  compose  its 
personnel. 

Glengarry  Chapter,  No.  143,  Maxville. — My 
visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  on  September  28th, 
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when  the  warmth  of  the  welcome  extended  me  by 
Ex.  First  Principal,  G.  H.  McDougall,  as  well  as 
the  many  courtesies  shown  by  the  Companions  was 
characteristic  of  their  inherent  Scotch  hospitality. 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Mitchell,  Z.,  of  Kitchener  Chapter, 
Russell,  with  his  two  Principals  were  present.  The 
Chapter  was  late  in  opening  with  some  of  the  offi- 
cers absent,  including  the  Second  Principal.  The 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  conferred  upon  a 
candidate;  the  first  the  Chapter  has  had  for  a  long 
period.  The  old  Ritual  was  worked.  The  Z.  was 
much  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  officers  and  the 
want  of  practise  for  lack  of  material.  The  Leaders 
of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  Chapter  should  endeavour 
by  every  means  to  stimulate  activity  in  reviving  in- 
terest in  its  affairs.  There  is  too  much  outstand- 
ing dues;  with  50  per  cent,  of  the  members  over 
twelve  months  in  arrears.  " Dearth  of  Material  for 
the  Temple"  contributes  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
present  stagnation. 

Dochert  Chapter,  No.  248,  Arnprior. — On 
October  1st,  accompanied  by  distinguished  Com- 
panions from  Ottawa  and  Carleton  Place,  I  made 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter,  the  youngest  in  the 
District,  being  constituted  and  dedicated  on  May 
24  th,  an  account  of  which  is  give  nin  the  fore  ward 
of  this  Report.  The  work  presented  for  my 
observation  was  the  Mark  Master  Mason  degree, 
which  was  done  by  Ex.  Comp.  A.  S.  McLaren,  Z., 
and  his  officers,  in  a  very  capable  manner.  The 
Chapter  suffered  the  loss  of  its  Scribe  E.  on 
November  5th,  in  the  death  of  Comp.  Henry  New- 
ham,  one  of  the  oldest  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Arn- 
prior, and  a  most  capable  officer.  It  may  truly  be 
said  of  the  late  Comp.  Henry  Newham  that  he  was 
"Faithful  unto  Death."  On  December  3rd,  assisted 
by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gray,  I  installed  the  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year.  The  Chapter  appears  well  offi- 
cered, and  if  the  enthusiasm,  necessary  to  the 
stimulating  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Com- 
munity, is  maintained,  the  success  of  the  Chapter 
is  assured. 
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Maple  Chapter,  No.  116,  Carleton  Place. — 1 
made  my  visit  of  inspection  to  this  Chapter  en 
October  3rd,  when  I  was  accompanied  by  a  large 
number  of  Companions  from  Ottawa,  including  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Comp.  R.  S.  Simpson,  V.  Ex.  Comps.  A. 
T.  Cooper,  H.  A.  McCallum,  Ex.  Comps.  W.  East- 
wood, J.  T.  Jackson,  J.  J.  Gardiner,  and  others. 
There  was  only  a  fair  attendance  of  members.  The 
Mark  Master  Mason  degree  was  conferred  upon  one 
candidate.  The  work  of  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Menzies, 
and  his  officers,  being  of  that  excellent  order  which 
is  rarely  excelled.  The  work  of  the  new  Ritual  was 
carried  out  in  every  detail  and  impressiveness. 
Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa,  made  a  Fraternal 
visit  to  this  Chapter  on  May  2nd,  when  I  was  also 
present.  I  am  sure  that  the  very  keen  interest 
shown  in  Maple  Chapter's  activities,  is  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  untiring  zeal  of  my  immediate 
predecessor,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Hooper  of  this 
Chapter. 

Ottawa  Chapter,  No.  222,  Ottawa. — My  offi- 
cial inspection  was  made  on  October  15th,  when  I 
was  accompanied  by  the  first  Principal  of  Carleton 
Chapter,  with  a  number  of  distinguished  past 
Grand  and  past  Ex.  Companions  from  that  Chap- 
ter. The  work  under  inspection  was  the  Mark 
Master  Mason  degree  which  was  excellently  con- 
ferred under  the  new  Ritual  by  Ex.  First  Principal, 
S.  D.  Hill,  and  his  officers,  all  of  whom  were  present 
and  did  the  work  of  their  respective  offices.  There 
was  an  unnecessary  loss  of  time,  however,  between 
the  "calling  off"  of  the  Chapter  and  the  opening 
on  the  Mark  Master  Mason  lodge.  Being  a  Char- 
ter member  of  this  Chapter  and  present  at  most  of 
its  Convocation,  I  have  had  ample  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  work  of  the  several  degrees,  all  of 
which  have  been  creditably  worked  under  the  new 
Ritual.  A  movement  is  under  way  in  the  Chapter 
to  put  on  a  drive  for  members  which  is  hoped  will 
be  successfully  caried  out;  as  a  revival  in  the 
activities  of  the  Chapter  is  very  desirable.       The 
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Chapter  suffered  a  severe  loss  in  the  very  sudden 
death  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  D.  A.  Clark,  a  Past 
Grand  Supt.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada,  and  a  Charter  member  of  the 
Chapter.  I  represented  the  Grand  Chapter  at  his 
funeral.  Assisted  by  R.  Ex.  Comps.  John  C.  Scott, 
and  John  Gray,  I  conducted  the  installation  of  offi- 
cers on  December  16th. 

Laurentian  Chapter,  No.  151,  Pembroke. — 
On  October  18th,  I  made  my  official  visit  to  this 
Chapter  and  was  accorded  a  very  cordial  reception 
and  welcome  by  the  First  Principal,  and  his  Com- 
panions during  my  stay  among  them.  I  was  very 
graciously  introduced  in  the  Chapter  room  by  Ex. 
Comp.  Dr.  Joseph.  The  Chapter  was  late  in  open- 
ing due  to  the  absence  of  some  of  the  officers.  The 
work  under  review  was  the  Mark  Master  Mason 
degree  which  was  conferred  upon  two  candidates 
and  was  fairly  well  presented.  The  Chapter  has 
made  some  progress  during  the  year  but  a  little 
more  enthusiasm,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and 
leaders,  in  its  affairs  in  much  to  be  desired  in  order 
to  stimulate  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
thriving  and  important  community. 

St.  Francis  Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls. 
— I  had  the  honour  to  accompany  the  M.  Ex.  the 
Grand  Z.  on  May  22nd,  when  this  Chapter  tendered 
him  a  reception  on  the  occasion  of  their  "Field 
Day."  The  Grand  Scribe  E.  was  also  present,  and 
there  was  a  splendid  attendance  of  Companions  of 
the  Chapter  as  well  as  from  the  surrounding  Dis- 
trict. A  splendid  and  well  organized  banquet  was 
held  at  6.30  p.m.  with  orchestral  music  and  other 
entertainment.  Inspiring  addresses  were  delivered 
by  the  Grand  Z.  and  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  At  the 
eveninng  session,  a  class  of  24  candidates  received 
the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  was  worked  entirely 
under  the  new  Ritual,  by  the  Past  Z.'s  of  the  Chap- 
ter, in  a  most  impressive  manner,  with  Ex.  Comp. 
A.  L.  McGregor,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Wilson,  and 
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Ex.  Comp.  T.  S.  McDonald  as  Z.,  H.  and  J.  respec- 
tively. 

I  made  my  official  inspection  on  November  9th, 
when  I  was  accompanied  from  Ottawa  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  C.  Scott,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Lt.-Col.  A.  T. 
Cooper,  Ex.  Comps.  Fred  G.  Smith,  J.  J.  Gardiner, 
J.  T.  Jackson,  W.  Eastwood,  and  others,  and  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  H.  Hooper  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Sinclair, 
of  Carleton  Place.  We  were  very  graciously  re- 
ceived by  the  Ex.  Z.  and  his  officers.  The  attend- 
ance of  members  on  this  occasion  was  just  a  little 
disappointing  considering  the  activity  and  enthusi- 
asm usually  displayed  in  this  centre  of  Capitular 
Masonry.  After  the  election  of  officers,  which  was 
conducted  in  good  order,  the  Mark  Master  Mason 
degree  was  conferred  under  the  new  Ritual  by  the 
Ex.  First  Principal,  C.  M.  Eaton,  and  his  officers, 
in  an  acceptable  manner.  The  communication  of 
the  secrets  of  the  degree  was  done  in  a  faultless 
manner  by  Ex.  Comp.  A.  L.  McGregor. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  again  convey  to  the 
Companions  of  the  District  my  warmest  apprecia- 
tion of  all  those  who  have  so  kindly  assisted  me  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duties;  and  for  the  many  kind- 
nesses shown  me  during  my  tenure  of  office.  I  be- 
speak for  my  successor  the  same  cordial  assistance 
which  was  so  cheerfully  extended  to  me. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  J.  McCleery, 
Grand  Supt.  Ottawa  District,  No.  13. 

Ottawa,  Ont. 
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ALGOMA  DISTRICT  No.  14. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  official  report 
as  Grand  Superintendent  of  Algoma  District,  No. 
14,  for  your  consideration. 

In  doing  so,  I  wish  to  express  my  deep  apprecia- 
tion for  the  honour  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Com- 
panions of  the  District  in  electing  me  to  this  high 
and  important  office.  I  also  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies  that  have  been 
extended  to  me,  by  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
Chapter.  Their  efforts  in  looking  after  me  during 
my  visits,  have  made  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties  a  real  pleasure,  and  the  origin  of  many  new 
valuable  friendships. 

In  expressing  my  sincere  appreciation,  for  the 
wonderful  support  and  prompt  attention  given  to 
me  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe 
E.,  it  is  beyond  words  to  express  my  feelings  to 
this  worthy  Companion,  and  I  understand  what 
Lord  Tennyson  must  have  felt  when,  looking  out 
upon  the  sea  and  listening  to  its  voices,  he  cried : 

"I  would  that  my  tongue  could  utter 
The  thoughts  that  arise  in  me." 

The  outstanding  event  in  the  history  of  the 
Chapters  of  Algoma  District,  during  the  year,  was 
the  visit  of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  the  Grand 
Z.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  Their  interesting  and  instructive  ad- 
dresses were  an  inspiration  to  all  the  Companions 
and  Brethren  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be 
present  at  the  meetings. 

I  found  the  work,  uniform  throughout  the  Dis- 
trict, and  also  that  the  new  Ritual  is  being  used  by 
all  the  Chapters.  It  is  taking  well  with  the  Com- 
panions and  it  is  a  big  improvement  over  the  old 
one.     I  am  also  pleased  to  report  that  the  Book  of 
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Marks  is  being  kept  according  to  the  requirements  of 
(I rand  Chapter. 

The  Ruling  Principals,  officers  and  past  Prin- 
cipals are  taking  a  great  interest  in  the  ritualistic 
work  of  Capitular  Masonry,  and  the  presiding  offi- 
cers very  competent  in  their  respective  chairs.  It 
was  very  gratifying  to  see  the  past  Principal  sup- 
porting the  present  officers,  as  they  are  really  the 
backbone  of  the  Chapter. 

Generally  speaking,  I  found  Capitular  Masonry 
in  a  very  healthy  condition  in  this  District.  My 
only  suggestion  for  a  larger  attendance  is  for  the 
Chapters  to  have  social  evenings  with  a  variety  of 
addresses,  not  necessarily  on  Masonry. 

Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  Kenora. — Accom- 
panied by  several  Companions  from  Alberton  Chap- 
ter, I  left  Fort  Frances  on  Friday,  June  15th,  for 
Warroad,  Minn.,  where  we  accepted  an  invitation 
to  visit  Tom  Morris  Chapter.  This  occasion  was 
the  visit  of  their  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Chas.  V.  McCoy,  and  some  of  the  Grand  officers. 
After  doing  justice  to  a  wonderful  fish  supper  we 
repaired  to  the  Chapter  room,  when  they  received 
their  Grand  officers.  M.  Ex.  Comp.  McCoy  then 
took  charge  and  declared  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Minnesota  opened  extraordinary  when  I  was  intro- 
duced and  received  with  Grand  Honours.  Tom 
Morris  Chapter  conferred  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree in  a  splendid  manner  and  the  evening  con- 
cluded with  interesting  addresses. 

At  6  a.m.  on  Saturday  a  party  comprising  the 
Grand  Chapter  officers,  and  Companions  from  War- 
road,  South  Dakota  and  Foil;  Frances,  with  their 
ladies,  left  on  the  boat  "Scout"  for  Kenora. 

On  arrival  at  Kenora  we  were  met  by  Compan- 
ions of  Golden  Chapter,  who  took  the  party  for  a 
sight  seeing  trip  around  the  city. 

I  officially  visited  Golden  Chapter  on  Saturday, 
June  16th,  and  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comps. 
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Brenchley  and  Whitaker,  and  was  cordially  received 
by  Ex.  Comp.  Tate,  officers  and  Companions.  I 
then  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Chas.  McCoy,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  of  Minnesota. 

At  the  request  of  Golden  Chapter,  Tom  Morris 
Chapter  exemplified  their  Royal  Arch  degree,  and 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  it  was  conferred.  In  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Cantelon 
they  have  a  real  Principal  Sojourner. 

Short  addresses  were  then  delivered,  after  which 
we  repaired  to  the  Tourist  Hotel  where  a  joint 
banquet  was  given  with  the  Blue  Lodges.  This 
was  an  elaborate  affair,  held  jointly  on  account  of 
M.  Ex.  Bro.  John  S.  Martin,  Grand  Master,  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  being  in  Kenora,  visiting 
and  the  Chapter  intertainning  the  American  Com- 
panions and  myself. 

After  the  usual  list  of  toasts  were  given,  we 
left  Kenora  feeling  that  Golden  Chapter  are  real 
entertainers,  and  while  they  have  not  grown  in 
numerical  strength  during  the  past  year,  they 
certainly  display  that  real  fellowship  which  should 
always  exist  in  Capitular  Masonry. 

These  interchanges  of  fraternal  visits  with  our 
Companions  south  of  the  imaginery  line  are  really 
to  be  commended,  "and  may  peace  be  within  thy 
walls  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces." 

Accompanied  by  some  ten  Companions  and  their 
wives,  I  again  visited  this  Chapter  on  Wednesday, 
August  15th.  We  chartered  the  "S.S.  Clipper" 
under  command  of  Ex.  Comp.  Budreau,  First  Prin- 
cipal of  Atwood  Chapter,  Rainy  River,  again  cross- 
ing the  beautiful  "Lake  of  the  Woods."  On  arrival 
at  Kenora  we  were  met  by  the  Companions  of 
Golden  Chapter  and  escorted  to  the  Tourist  Hotel. 

That  evening,  Golden  Chapter  was  honoured 
with  a  visit  from  the  Grand  Z.,  and  Grand  Scribe 
E.  On  being  introduced  the  Grand  Officers  re- 
ceived a  hearty  welcome  from  the  officers  and  Com- 
panions. 
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After  short  talks  were  given  to  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  they  admitted  all  Master  Masons  and  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith  delivered  a  very  instruc- 
tive and  inspiring  address  on  Symbolic  and  Capitu- 
lar Masonry.  The  Brethren  expressed  themselves 
as  being  much  impressed  with  his  talk,  and  I  feel 
that  Golden  Chapter  will  be  greatly  rewarded.  The 
evening  concluded  with  another  wonderful  banquet 
and  the  usual  toasts. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  Fort  Frances  Com- 
panions escorted  the  Grand  Z.  and  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  to  Rainy  River,  where  they  were  entertained  by 
Atwood  Chapter. 

Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur. — T 
officially  visited  Shuniah  Chapter  on  Wednesday 
evening,  June  20th.  After  being  introduced  by  R. 
Ex.  Comps.  A.  M.  Frank,  and  E.  Cocker,  both  Past 
Grand  Superintendents.  I  received  a  very  pleasant 
welcome  from  Ex.  Comp.  Lovelady,  his  officers  and 
Companions.  There  being  no  degree  work,  I  wit- 
nessed the  opening  and  closing  of  the  Chapter,  and 
was  more  than  satisfied  that  Ex.  Comp.  Lovelady, 
and  his  officers  were  very  efficient  in  the  work. 

After  addressing  the  Companions  on  Capitular 
Masonry,  we  repaired  to  the  banquet  hall  where 
luncheon  was  served  and  an  enjoyable  hour  spent. 

Shuniah  Chapter  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
splendid  progress  they  have  enjoyed  during  the  past 
year.  I  found  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  the 
Scribe  E.,  in  perfect  condition.  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Freed  is  a  very  ably  Scribe  E.  and  a  credit  to 
Shuniah  Chapter. 

I  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  attend  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  this  Chapter  on  August  14th,  which 
was  a  magnificent  affair.  The  Grand  Z.  and  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  being  the  guests  of  honour.  Many 
wonderful  speeches  were  given  and  several  presen- 
tations were  made  to  the  Grand  officers  and  one  to 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ray,  the  only  living  Charter  member 
of  Shuniah  Chapter. 
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Fort  William  Chapter,  No.  140,  Fort  Wil- 
liam.— I  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on 
June  21st,  and  was  introduced  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Cameron,  and  was  very  kindly  received  by  Ex. 
Comp  Dagger  and  the  Companions.  This  was  an 
Emergent  Convocation  called  at  my  request,  and 
they  were  unable  to  have  a  candidate  for  the  oc- 
casion. However,  I  witnessed  the  opening  and 
closing  of  the  Chapter  by  the  officers,  and  was  much 
impressed  with  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted 
the  meeting.  This  Chapter  has  been  very  un- 
fortunate in  receiving  petitions,  and  have  only  in- 
itiated one  candidate  during  the  year.  They  re- 
port the  prospects  of  the  Chapter  as  fair,  and  I 
hope  that  will  be  doubly  rewarded  in  1929. 

After  giving  the  Companions  a  talk  on  Masonry, 
we  retired  to  the  banquet  hall  where  a  delicious 
luncheon  was  served  and  the  evening  enjoyed  listen- 
ing to  speeches  and  singing. 

I  was  also  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
this  Chapter  when  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  the 
Grand  Z.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  were  the  guests  of  Fort  William 
Chapter  on  August  13th.  I  understand  that  the 
Grand  officers  delivered  their  usual  instructive  ad- 
dress. This  will  no  doubt  be  a  big  help  to  Fort 
William  Chapter  in  securing  new  applicants. 

Atwood  Chapter,  No.  149,  Rainy  River. — On 
Thursday,  October  18th,  accompanied  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Holbeck,  and  several  other  Companions  from  Al- 
berton  Chapter,  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chap- 
ter. I  was  introduced  by  Comp.  D.  McGregor  and 
I  received  a  very  cordial  welcome  by  Ex.  Comp. 
Budreau,  his  officers  and  Companions.  The 
Supreme  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  was  con- 
ferred for  my  benefit.  It  was  conferred  in  a  true 
and  impressive  manner,  and  I  was  more  than 
pleased  with  the  progress  that  this  Chapter  has 
made  during  the  year.  Ex.  Comp.  McGregor  acted 
as  Principal  Sojourner  and  filled  the  chair  in  a  very 
able  manner. 
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I  have  visited  this  Chapter  on  several  other  oc- 
casions, and  have  seen  them  confer  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent Master  degree. 

I  also  attended  a  banquet  tendered  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  and 
party  on  Thursday,  August  16th,  on  their  arrival 
from  Kenora.  This  was  a  grand  affair  and  the 
evening  concluded  with  speeches  from  the  Grand 
officers  and  ladies,  which  were  both  instructive  and 
humorous. 

The  books  of  the  Treasurer  and  Scribe  E.  are 
in  perfect  condition  and  Comp.  Ricci,  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated in  reducing  the  outstanding  dues. 

Alberton  Chapter,  No.  152,  Fort  Frances. — 
This  being  my  Mother  Chapter,  I  have  attended  all 
the  meetings  during  the  year,  and  have  witnessed 
the  conferring  of  all  the  degrees  from  the  new  work. 
I  paid  my  official  visit  to  my  Mother  Chapter  on 
Tuesday,  October  30th.  I  was  introduced  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Clark  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Walker,  and  re- 
ceived a  royal  welcome  by  Ex.  Comp.  Holbeck,  offi- 
cers and  Companions.  The  last  and  most  supreme 
degree  of  Freemasonry  was  then  conferred  on 
several  candidates,  By  Ex.  Comp.  Holbeck,  officers 
and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Walker,  and  was  conferred  with 
that  high  standard  of  solemnity  that  it  was  an  in- 
spiration to  all  the  Companions  as  well  as  to  Border 
Chapter  of  the  Minnesota  Jurisdiction,  who  were 
guests  of  Alberton  Chapter  that  evening. 

This  Chapter  is  fortunate  in  having  Comp. 
Angus,  for  Scribe  E.,  his  books  are  always  in  per- 
fect condition  and  he  has  very  few  outstanding- 
dues.  He  is  a  valuable  asset  to  this  Chapter  and 
is  responsible  for  a  large  share  of  the  prosperity 
which  this  Chapter  is  enjoying. 

Alberton  Chapter  is  to  be  congratulated  in  pro- 
moting fraternal  visits  with  Chapters  outside  of 
the  Jurisdiction.  Last  June  this  Chapter  enter- 
tained some  twenty  Companions  from  Prince 
Rupert  Chapter,  of  Manitoba  and  the  Grand  Z.,  and 
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Grand  Scribe  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  of  Manitoba. 
Prince  Hubert  Chapter  were  requested  to  confer 
the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  they  did  in  a 
very  impressive  and  efficient  manner.  Alberton 
Chapter  returned  the  visit  last  November,  going 
to  Winnipeg  some  thirty  strong,  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  on 
several  candidates  in  Prince  Rupert  Chapter. 

An  outstanding  event  occured  in  Alberton  Chap- 
ter, on  Friday,  August  17th,  when  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Z.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  visited  this  Chapter.  At 
the  banquet  table  were  the  Supreme  Rulers  of  three 
different  Grand  Chapters*  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin 
Smith,  Grand  Z.;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith, 
Grand  Scribe  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada; 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  Simmons,  Grand  Z. ;  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Geo.  Syme,  Grand  Scribe  E.  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Manitoba;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  V.  Mc- 
Coy, Grand  High  Priest;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J. 
Dutcher,  Grand  Lecturer;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  F.  Can- 
telon,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Minnesota.  During  the  banquet  these 
Grand  officers  delivered  interesting  and  humorous 
speeches.  After  the  banquet  the  Companions  re- 
paired to  the  Chapter  room,  where  Alberton  Chap- 
ter extended  a  warm  welcome  and  Grand  honours 
to  the  Grand  officers.  During  the  evening  ad- 
dresses on  Masonry  were  given  by  all  the  Grand 
officers,  these  were  very  instructive  and  educational. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  impressed  the  Com- 
panions with  his  explanation  of  the  Ritualistic 
work  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  this  ap- 
pealed to  the  American  Companions. 

The  evening  concluded  with  a  social  entertain- 
ment and  dance.  The  Companions  are  looking  for- 
ward to  another  visit  from  the  Smith  Bros. 

In  conclusion,  I  again  thank  my  Companions  for 
the  honour  conferred  and  I  hope  that  I  have  carried 
out  the  wishes  of  the  Grand  Z.  I  have  had  a  most 
enjoyable  term  and  know  that  my  successor  will 
receive  the  same  courtesies,  assistance  and  support 
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which  I  enjoyed.  I  hope  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
officers  will  not  forget  Algoma  District  when  plan- 
ning in  future  their  visits. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

Wallace  W  Wees, 
Grand  Supt.  Algoma  District,  No.  14. 

Fort  Frances,  Ont. 
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NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT  No.  15. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
New  Ontario  District,  No.  15,  for  the  year  just 
closed. 

First,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for 
and  deep  appreciation  of  the  honour  conferred  by 
unanimously  electing  me  as  Grand  Superintendent, 
and  also  to  thank  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  First 
Principal  for  confirming  the  same. 

My  report  will  necessarily  be  short,  as  for  over 
six  months  I  was  under  a  doctor's  care  and  my  first 
intention  to  make  my  official  visits  early  was 
frustrated,  consequently  my  report  is  not  nearly  as 
complete  as  I  could  wish  it  to  be.  The  reports  sent 
me  by  the  outside  Chapters  in  the  District  show, 
however,  that  very  fair  progress  has  been  made  in 
each,  while  my  home  Chapter,  Tuscan,  No.  95,  in- 
creased by  sixteen  new  members,  three  affiliations, 
and  three  re-instated,  during  the  year.  It  is  start- 
ing the  New  Year  with  three  applications  and  one 
affiliation. 

On  June  18th  I  accepted  an  invitation  to  St. 
John's  Chapter,  North  Bay,  to  meet  the  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Z.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  Companions,  and  the  Grand  Z. 
made  a  most  favourable  impression  by  his  affable 
manner  and  a  hearty  handshape  to  every  Compan- 
ion present.  The  Grand  Scribe  E.  gave  a  very  in- 
teresting address  on  Chapter  work  and  the  new 
Ritual  in  particular. 

On  July  18th,  I  visited  Pembroke  Chapter,  No. 
58,  Mattawa,  at  an  Emergent  Convocation  called 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  myself  and  conferring 
all  the  degrees  on  five  candidates,  a  special  Dis- 
pensation having  been  granted  for  the  latter.  The 
various  degrees  were  conferred  in  accordance  with 
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the  new  Ritual,  in  a  most  excellent  manner  by  the 
officers  of  St.  John's  Chapter,  North  Bay.  Pem- 
broke Chapter  has  been  in  hard  luck  for  the  past 
year  or  two,  owing  to  the  majority  of  the  members 
being  too  far  away  to  attend  regularly,  but  it  now 
appears  to  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  life,  and  shows 
vigorous  signs  of  renewed  prosperity.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  Chapter  I  regret  exceedingly  to  have 
to  record  the  death  of  Ex.  Comp.  John  D.  Mac- 
Donald,  Scribe  E.,  which  sad  event  took  place  on 
January  7th,  1928.  His  death  is  a  most  serious 
blow  to  the  Chapter,  as  it  was  mainly  through  his 
efforts  that  it  has  been  kept  alive  for  some  years. 
His  services  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

An  Emergent  Convocation  of  Tuscan  Chapter 
took  place  on  August  21st,  when  a  Past  Z.s'  Night 
was  held,  to  commemorate  the  opening  of  the  Chap- 
ter in  1894,  and  to  receive  a  visit  from  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  First  Principal  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry 
T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.  A  very  fine  address 
was  given  by  the  Grand  Z.,  who  concluded  with  a 
request  that  all  Companions  present  should  be  pre- 
sented to  him  individually.  He  was  followed  by 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  who  took  for  his  subject  the 
various  degrees  from  Entered  Apprentice  to  Royal 
Arch.,  also  explaining  and  exemplifying  portions 
of  the  new  Ritual.  A  banquet  followed,  and  a  good 
programme  of  speeches  and  vocal  and  intrumental 
music. 

Shortly  after  the  above  I  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  for  some  months,  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  several  of  the  Companions  for 
attending  to  the  duties  of  Scribe  E.,  of  Tuscan  Chap- 
ter during  my  absence.  I  also  wish  to  express  my 
most  sincere  thanks  to  the  Brethren  and  Companions 
of  Sudbury  for  their  frequent  visits  during  my  con- 
finement and  the  supply  of  books,  magazines,  cigars 
and  flowers,  some  of  the  latter  coming  from  Algon- 
quin Chapter,  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

As  I  was  unable  to  visit  Algonquin  Chapter,  No. 
102,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Jas.  A.  Sharp, 
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kindly  consented  to  take  my  place,  and  on  his  re- 
turn expressed  himself  as  well  pleased  with  the  gen- 
eral conditions,  and  of  the  splendid  reception  ac- 
corded him  by  the  Companions. 

A  pleasing  incident  during  my  illness  was  a  visit 
from  several  Companions  of  Tuscan  Chapter  on 
my  80th  birthday,  September  10th,  and  the  presen- 
tation of  a  beautiful  gold-headed  cane,  suitably  en- 
graved. This  expression  of  their  good  wishes  and 
friendship  will  never  be  forgotten. 

A  verse  which  I  picked  up  recently,  by  an  an- 
onymous writer,  seems  a  fitting  conclusion  to  this 
rather  rambling  report: 

"Life  is  sweet  just  because  of  the  friends  we  have 

made, 
And  the  things  which  in  common  we  share; 
We  want  to  live  on,  not  because  of  ourselves, 
But  because  of  the  people  who  care, 
Its  giving  and  doing  for  somebody  else, 
On  that  all  life's  splendor  depends, 
And  a  joy  of  this  world  when  you've  summed  it  all 

up, 
Is  found  in  the  making  of  friends." 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

Jas.  A.  Orr, 
Grand  Supt.  New  Ontario  District,  No.  15. 

Sudbury,  Ont. 
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TEMISKAMING  DISTRICT  No.  16. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  considera- 
tion my  report  on  Capitular  Masonry  in  Tamiskam- 
ing  District,  No.  16,  for  the  year  1928. 

First,  let  me  express  my  appreciation  to  Com- 
panions of  the  District  for  the  privilege  of  holding 
this  high  office  for  the  year  1928,  which  has  proved 
to  be  of  great  pleasure  and  profit  to  me,  and  I  trust 
of  some  material  benefit  to  the  Companions.  I  am 
very  pleased  to  report  that  perfect  harmony  exists 
throughout  the  District,  and  the  future  of  Capitu- 
lar Masonry  in  the  Temiskaming  District,  No.  16, 
is  assured. 

My  District  had  the  honour  of  an  official  visit 
from  the  most  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Z., 
accompanied  by  the  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  C.  W. 
Haenstschel,  Grand  H.,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry. 
T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.  This  visit  was  made  in 
June  and  was  a  grand  start  for  the  year's  work. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  the  M.  Ex. 
the  Grand  Z.,  the  R.  Ex.  the  Grand  H.,  and  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  on  their  visits  to  the  various 
Chapters,  and  the  royal  welcome  which  these  ex- 
alted Companions  received  speaks  well  for  the  feel- 
ing that  prevails  among  Chapter  Masons  in  this 
District. 

Northern  Lights  Chapter,  No.  213,  Timmins. 
— It  was  my  pleasure  to  pay  my  first  official  visit  to 
this  Chapter  on  October  17th.  A  large  number 
were  present  and  the  officers  are  to  be  commended 
on  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  conferred.  Ex.  Comp.  Dalzell  oc- 
cupied the  chair  and  gave  an  outstanding  example 
of  his  ability. 

Cobalt  Chapter,  No.  203,  Cobalt. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on   November  20th,   when  the   Mark 
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Master  Mason  and  Most  Excellent  Master  degrees 
were  conferred  on  the  candidates  present.  The 
Most  Excellent  Master  degree  was  exemplified 
under  the  new  Ritual  by  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  McKay 
in  a  most  excellent  manner  and  demonstrated  to  all 
how  beautiful  this  degree  is  when  properly  put  on. 
Harmony  is  the  watchword  in  this  Chapter,  and 
with  Companions  such  as  Ex.  Comp.  Neil  McAulay, 
Ex.  Comp.  A.  Brian,  and  Ex.  Comp.  K.  D.  McKay 
looking  after  its  welfare  its  future  is  assured. 

Temiskaming  Chapter,  No.  169,  New  Liskeard. 
— On  Wednesday,  November  21st,  I  made  my  official 
visit  to  this  Chapter,  when  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree was  conferred  in  a  pleasing  and  impressive 
manner.  Each  officer  was  in  his  proper  place  and 
had  his  work  word  perfect.  The  books  and  finances 
are  in  good  condition,  they  have  had  an  excellent 
year  and  the  prospects  for  the  future  are  bright. 

Abitibi  Chapter,  No.  223,  Iroquois  Falls. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  November  23rd,  when  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  in  a  most 
efficient  manner,  there  was  nothing  lacking  in  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  the  work  was  done  or  the 
royal  reception  extended  to  your  representative  on 
his  official  visit.  Harmony  reigns  supreme  in  this 
Chapter  and  it  is  ;n  a  thriving  condition  both 
financially  and  fraternally. 

Cochrane  Chapter,  No.  244,  Cochrane. — I  did 
not  make  an  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  as  I  had 
been  present  at  all  their  Convocations,  and  did  not 
deem  it  necessary.  This  is  the  youngest  Chapter 
in  the  District  and  although  it  had  a  rather  hard 
struggle  for  a  few  years,  it  is  now  on  sound  footing 
and  the  officers  are  efficient  and  their  interest  in 
Capitular  Masonry  is  not  lacking.  The  books  are 
well  kept  and  their  finances  are  in  good  condition, 
and  it  has  a  bright  future  ahead. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  must  say  that  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  in  this  District  was  never  in  a  more 
favourable  or  flourishing    condition,    the    impetus 
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which  it  received  from  the  visits  of  the  Grand  First 
Principal,  and  other  Grand  Chapter  officers,  will 
carry  it  far  and  all  of  which  have  helped  to  make 
my  year  of  office  full  of  pleasant  and  lasting 
memories. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

D.  W.  Cameron, 
Grand  Supt.  Temaskaming  District,  No.  16. 

Cochrane,  Ont. 
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YUKON  TERRITORY. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and. 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  a  short  re- 
port of  the  activities  of  Klondike  Chapter,  No.  154, 
the  only  Chapter  in  Yukon  District. 

First  allow  me  to  express  my  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  honour  conferred  on  me  by  my  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  Acting  Grand  Superintendent. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  Capitular  Masonry 
in  the  District  is  in  a  fairly  good  condition  con- 
sidering that  Klondike  Chapter  is  much  handi- 
capped, their  members  are  widely  scattered  and 
many  have  taken  up  their  abode  in  distant  places, 
but  still  retaining  their  membership. 

This  being  my  home  Chapter,  I  had  plenty  of 
opportunity  of  observing  the  manner  in  which  the 
work  and  business  of  the  Chapter  is  conducted.  I 
found  the  officers  very  proficient  in  their  work  and 
evinced  a  great  interest  in  the  duties  of  their 
various  stations  and  Capitular  Masonry  in  general. 
On  March  15th,  I  visited  unofficially  and  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  two  candidates  by 
Ex.  Comp.  John  N.  Spence,  First  Principal,  and  his 
officers,  according  to  the  new  work  in  a  very  credit- 
able and  impressive  manner.  On  September  20th,  I 
visited  the  Chapter  officially.  They  did  not  have  a 
candidate,  but  the  business  and  work  of  opening 
and  closing  was  of  a  very  high  standard  and  the 
meeting  was  well  attended. 

The  Chapter  is  very  fortunate  in  having  Comp. 
A.  Goldrick,  as  Scribe  E.,  who  is  naturally  well 
skilled  and  his  unfailing  courtesy  and  his  cheerful 
willingness  to  assist  at  all  times  is  greatly  appreci- 
ated. The  books  and  records  of  the  Chapter  are 
kept  in  excellent  order. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of 
the  District  for  their  kindness  and  courtesy  both  to 
me  personally  and  as  the  representative  of  Grand 
Chapter.     It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to 
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serve  as  Acting  Grand  Superintendent,  and  I  have 
been  ably  assisted  by  all  the  officers  and  Compan- 
ions in  the  District. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

John  R.  Fraser, 
Acting  Grand  Supt.  Yukon  District,  No.  17. 
Dawson,  Y.T. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  and — 
Resolved. — That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintend- 
ents of  the  District  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Condi- 
tions of  Capitular  Masonry,  to  report  later  at  this  Con- 
vocation. 
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GREETINGS  AND  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  stated  he  had  received  a 
number  of  letters  and  telegrams  conveying  greet- 
ings and  regretting  inability  to  be  present  at  this 
Annual  Convocation. 

Acknowledgments  of  the  yearly  greetings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  were  received  from  The 
Prince  of  Wales,  St.  James  Palace;  The  Duke  of 
York,  Piccadilly,  London,  England;  and  Earl 
Cassillis,  Newhailes,  Musselburgh,  Midlothian, 
First  Grand  Principal  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Scotland. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Brenton  F.  Porter,  Grand  Secre- 
tary, Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nova 
Scotia,  writes  saying,  the  Grand  High  Priest  and 
himself  regret  they  are  unable  to  accept  the  kind 
invitation  to  be  present  at  this  Convocation,  but  trust 
that  it  may  be  a  pleasant  and  constructive  one. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  Syme,  Grand  Scribe  E., 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Manitoba, 
expresses  the  wish  that  although  the  Grand  First 
Principal  and  himself  are  unable  to  attend  the  An- 
nual Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
yet  they  hope  at  some  future  time  to  be  able  to  send 
a  representative  knowing  the  results  of  the  visit 
would  help  the  daughter  in  the  West. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Francis  B.  Reilly,  Grand  Scribe 
E.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Saskatchewan,  regrets  that  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal and  himself  are  unable  to  be  with  us  and  ex- 
presses a  wish  for  the  continued  success  of  the 
"Mother  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand  old  Chapter  of 
Canada." 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  H.  Watson,  of  Vancouver,  B.C., 
who  is  an  Honorary  Past  Grand  First  Principal 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  says,  "the  date  of 
your  meeting  is  very  inconvenient  for  my  affairs 
out  here,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  the  ambi- 
tion of  my  life  to  attend  one  of  your  meetings, 
especially  so  because  you  honour  me  by  giving  me 
a  place  on  one  of  your  important  meetings." 
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M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edward  E.  Core,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  expresses 
his  regrets  at  not  being  able  to  be  present,  and  ex- 
tends the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  the  Com- 
panions of  Canada. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Norris  G.  Abbott,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  Grand  Representative  near  that  Grand  Body 
for  Canada,  regrets  not  being  able  to  enjoy  the  as- 
sociation of  the  Companions  of  Canada,  but  they 
have  his  best  wishes  for  a  constructive  and  success- 
ful Annual  Convocation. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Carl  W.  Sperling,  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  in  extending 
heartiest  greetings  and  felicitations  wishes  the 
"Session  will  be  filled  with  satisfaction  and  pleasure 
in  the  thought  of  having  succeeded  in  the  endeavour 
to  lead  men  in  the  right  path." 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  R.  Condit,  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
regrets  he  cannot  be  present,  but  says  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
W.  B.  Hammond,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  will 
be  in  attendance. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  M.  Simons,  Grand  Representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  North  Dakota,  is  sorry  that 
owing  to  his  Senatorial  duties  at  the  time  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  meets  in  Annual  Convocation, 
he  will  be  unable  to  be  present.  He  extends  to  the 
Companions  of,  Canada  his  hearty  felicitations,  and 
he  hopes  at  some  future  time  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  meeting  with  his  Canadian  Companions. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Edward  Rolle,  Grand  Representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  regrets  his  inability 
to  be  present. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  K.  Brydon,  Grand  Representa- 
tive of  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta,  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  writes,  owing  to  his  advanced 
age  regrets  he  will  not  be  able  to  be  present. 
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R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  R.  Wentzel,  Grand  Scribe  E. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta, 
regrets  that  the  Grand  Z.  of  his  Grand  Body  will 
be  unable  to  be  present  and  extends  heartiest  and 
fraternal  greetings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  K.  Ebbitt,  of  Iroquois  Falls, 
and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  owing 
to  illness  in  his  family,  regrets  he  will  not  be  able 
to  be  in  attendance  this  year. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  M.  Carleton,  Grand  Representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia,  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  by  telegram  regrets 
he  is  unable  to  be  present,  and  extends  heartiest 
fraternal  greetings. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Lawrence,  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama,  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  sends  greetings  from 
Mexico  where  is  is  sojourning  at  the  present  time. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  N.  Delap,  Grand  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Connecticut,  on  behalf  of  seventeen 
thousand  Royal  Arch  Masons,  extends  greetings. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  H.  Cowan,  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida,  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  regrets  he  cannot  be  in 
attendance. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Noble,  Grand  Representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Oklahoma,  expresses  his  best 
wishes  to  the  Grand  officers  and  members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Telegrams  and  letters  were  also  received  from 
the  Mayor  of  Toronto,  The  Board  of  Trade,  etc., 
the  Secretary  of  the  Principals'  Association,  as  to 
holding  its  next  Annual  Convocation  in  Toronto. 

There  were  also  received  letters  from  the 
Managing  Secretary  of  the  Hamilton  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Principals' 
Association  of  the  Hamilton  District,  inviting 
Grand  Chapter  to  hold  its  next  Annual  Convocation 
in  Hamilton. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929       169 

CABLE  SENT  TO  KING  GEORGE. 

During  the  morning  session,  on  motion  of  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  seconded  by  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
George  Moore,  the  following  cablegram  was  sent 
to  His  Majesty  the  King,  Bognor,  Sussex,  England. 

"The  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  in  Convoca- 
tion in  the  King's  Town  assembled,  again  express 
our  loyal  allegiance  and  loving  devotion  to  the 
King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  his  throne  and 
person. 

"With  grateful  hearts  we  rejoice  in  Your 
Majesty's  restoration  to  the  King's  highway  of 
renewed  health  and  strength  and  we  join  our  kins- 
men of  the  United  Empire  of  the  Seven  Seas  in 
prayer  for  the  welfare  of  Your  Majesty,  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  family  whom 
we  hold  in  affectionate  regard," 

Signed,  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  First  Principal. 

FLOWERS  SENT  TO  MRS.  ABRAHAM  SHAW. 

The  Grand  Z.,  stated  he  had  been  informed,  that 
Mrs.  Shaw,  widow  of  the  late  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Abra- 
ham Shaw,  who  was  in  1903-4,  Grand  Z.  of  this 
Grand  body,  was  living  and  residing  in  the  City  of 
Kingston,  and  he  had  directed  flowers  be  sent  to 
her  residence,  so  as  to  show  that  her  beloved  hus- 
band had  not  been  forgotten  by  his  Companions. 

Subsequently  Mrs.  Shaw  wrote  expressing  her 
appreciation  for  the  beautiful  basket  of  roses  she 
had  received  With  best  wishes  from  Grand  Chapter. 

SCRUTINEERS  OF  BALLOT 

The  Grand  Z.  appointed  the  following  Scruti- 
neers of  the  Ballot,  who  were  duly  sworn  in  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  George  Moore;  R.  Ex.  Comps.  H.  A.  Miller, 
Chairman;  B.  Cairns,  John  Gray;  V.  Ex.  Comps. 
V.  Bryant,  Sherman  Cooper;  Ex.  Comps.  V.  G. 
Arnold,  A.  M.  Bond,  W.  G.  Anderson,  F.  G.  Smith, 
J.  T.  Mackay,  D.  W.  Markham,  E.  M.  Grose,  C.  Sten- 
house,  and  L.  G.  Jackson. 
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Nominations  were  then  called  for  by  the  Grand 
Z.  for  the  elective  officers  of  Grand  Chapter,  and 
the  next  place  of  meeting. 

Election  of  Grand  Superintendents 
and  Luncheon 

Grand  Chapter  was  called,  at  12.45  o'clock  noon 
from  labour  for  luncheon,  as  well  as  to  enable  the 
District  to  select  their  Grand  Superintendents  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

After  the  election  of  the  Grand  Superintendents 
the  Companions  assembled  in  the  banqueting  hall 
where  a  dinner  was  served,  presided  over  by  the 
Grand  Z.,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith.  There  were 
over  400  Companions  present.  Comp.  Elmer  Davis 
delivered  an  interesting  address  on  the  history  and 
progress  of  the  City  of  Kingston. 

Labour  Resumed 

At  2.30  p.m.  the  Grand  Chapter  resumed  labour, 
when  the  nominations  for  Grand  Superintendents 
were  submitted  to  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.,  who 
was  pleased  to  approve  in  each  case,  and  the  follow- 
ing selections  were  confirmed: 

Grand  Superintendents  for  1929 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  George    Lester 

Mickle,    Amherst- 

burg     St.  Clair  Dist.  No.  1 

Gliddon    H.    Hardy, 

Lambeth     London  2 

Robert  David  Mont- 
gomery, Woodstock...  Wilson  3 
T.      S.      Parkinson, 

Orangeville     Wellington  4 

Thomas    Towers, 

Hamilton    Hamilton  5 

Hugh      Hill,      God- 

erich    Huron  6 

E.  H.  Brennan,  Ni- 

agara-on-the-Lake  Niagara  7 

Francis  G.  McLean, 

Toronto     Toronto  East  "         8 
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R.  Ex.  Comp.  Isidor  Finberg,  To- 
ronto     Toronto  West  "       8a 

R.     "         u         David  Russell  Dobie, 

Owen  Sound  Georgian  "         9 

R.     "         "         Edward    Blanchard, 

M.D.,  Cannington. Ontario  "       10 

R.     -         "         William  H.  Nugent, 

Belleville     Prince  Edward         "       11 

R.     "         "         D.  Fink,  Iroquois St.  Lawrence  "       12 

R.  "  M  Alexander  Lang  Mc- 
Gregor, Smith's 
Falls Ottawa  "       13 

R.  "  "  Hubert  Scott  Gallo- 
way, Kenora Algoma  "       14 

R  '"  "  Horace  F.  Goodf el- 
low,  S.S.  Marie  ...New  Ontario  "       15 

R.     "         "         Alfred     Brian, 

Haileybury     Temiskaming  "       16 

"         "         George     Ian      Mac- 
Lean,  Dawson  Yukon  Territory 

The  newly-elected  Grand  Superintendents  were 
subsequently  given  the  necessary  instructions  as  to 
duties  pertaining  to  their  office,  by  the  Grand 
Lecturer,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Austin  Evans. 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  STATEMENT  OF 
ACCOUNT 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore,  Grand  Treasurer, 
presented  the  following  statement: 

February  1st,  1928,  to  January  31st,  1929. 

Received  by  Grand  Accounts  Paid — 

Scribe     E.     from  Cheque     and 

Chapters    on    ac-  Cash     $13,459.71 

count     of     Dues,  Benevolent    Grants.     2,540.00 

Fees,  etc $15,955.30  

Interest  on  Invest-  $15,999.71 

ments   and   Bank  Excess    Receipts 

Balances     4,115.71  over  Payments  ...     4,071.30 

(See  below,  A) 


$20,071.01  $20,071.01 


INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Investments — Feb.                           Investments — Jan. 
1st,       1928,       at                            31st,      1929,      at 
cost   as    per    last                            cost       as      per 
accounts     $74,374.70  Schedule     $78,464.70 

Bought— $4,000.00 
Dom.   of   Canada 
5V2%   Bonds   4,090.00 


$78,464.70  $78,464.70 


CAPITAL  ACCOUNT 

January  31st,  1929,  Capital: 

At  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  $  9,341.70 

Incidentals  Account  in  hand     4.47 

$  9,346.17 

Investments,  as  per  Schedule    78,464.70 

$87,810.87 

February  1st,  1928,  Capital: 

At  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce ...$  9,359.19 

Incidentals  Account  in  hand  5.68 

$  9,364.87 

Investments,   as  per   Schedule  74,374.70 

$83,739.57 

Increase   (see  above,  A)   $  4,071.30 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS 

Cost.  Par  Value 
City   of   Hamilton    Debenture,   Interest 

6%,  payable  half-yearly,  April  1st 

and  October   1st,  due   October   1st, 

1931.  (Registered  as  to  principal)  $2,092.20  $  2,000.00 
Dominion  of  Canada  War  Loan  Bonds, 

Interest  5%%,  payable  half-yearly, 

May    1st   and    November    1st,    due 

November      1st,      1933.  (Fully 

registered) _...._ 3,135.00         3,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada  War  Loan  Bonds, 

Interest  5V2%,  payable  half-yearly, 

May    1st   and    November    1st,    due 

November,  1934.  (Fully  regis- 
tered)        69,147.50       68,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada  War  Loan  Bonds, 

Interest  5%%,  payable  half-yearly, 

May    1st   and    November    1st,    due 

November      1st,      1934.  (Fully 

registered).    Bought  January  26th, 

1929 _ _ 4,090.00         4,000.00 


$78,464.70     $77,000.00 


(Signed)     George  Moore,  B.  F.  Griggs,  C.A., 

Grand  Treasurer.  Auditor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  and  the  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

As  Grand  Scribe  E.,  I  once  more  present  my  re- 
port upon  the  activities  of  my  office  for  the  past 
year.  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  in  close  touch 
with  the  workings  of  the  constituent  Chapters 
through  the  Scribes  E.  I  have  also  been  able 
through  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  the  Districts 
to  impart  readily  any  information  desired  by  the 
Grand  Z.,  to  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Chapters. 
It  is  pleasing  to  say,  that  the  best  of  feeling,  during 
the  past  year,  has  prevailed  in  all  transactions  be- 
tween the  Scribes  E.,  the  Grand  Superintendents  and 
the  office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Annual  Returns. 

Annual  Returns  were  received  from  155  Chap- 
ters, as  well  as  a  report  from  one  Chapter  working 
under  a  Dispensation.  Although  the  Returns  show 
there  were  many  exaltations,  yet  there  has  only 
been,  owing  to  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
suspensions  and  deaths  over  the  previous  year,  a 
net  increase  of  58  in  membership,  making  the  total 
membership  on  December  31st,  1928,  26,135. 
From  the  summonses  being  received  from  the  con- 
stituent Chapters  it  would  appear  in  many  of  them, 
which  did  not  show  a  substantial  increase  in  their 
membership  last  year,  they  will  do  better  this. 

Exaltations  and  Losses. 

For  the  year  1928,  there  were  1,030  Exaltations, 
two  more  than  the  previous  year,  when  we  had 
1,028.  There  were  98  Joinings,  being  27  less;  Re- 
storations 46,  being  6  more;  Withdrawals  290,  the 
same  number  as  the  previous  year;  Deaths  340,  be- 
ing 75  more;  Suspensions  486,  which  were  110  more 
than  in  1927.  One  Chapter  reported  67  suspen- 
sions. 
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Dispensations. 

There  have  been  during  the  past  year,  104  Dis- 
pensations issued.  These  were  largely  for  chang- 
ing dates  for  holding  Monthly  Convocations  of 
Chapters,  for  qualifying  Companions  elected  to  fill 
positions  of  First  and  Second  Principals.  A  few 
for  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  on  the  same 
evening  with  the  other  two  Capitular  degrees,  as 
well  as  for  attending  Divine  Services  at  Churches, 
and  for  holding  "At  Homes." 

Business  Methods  being  Adopted. 

The  constituent  Chapters  within  the  Jurisdiction 
it  would  appear  are  in  some  instances  commencing 
to  see  that  if  they  desire  to  become  a  successful 
body,  a  more  up  to  date  business  method  must  be 
adopted,  and  they  are  doing  so  in  the  financial 
management  of  the  Chapter.  They  are  realizing 
that  good  business  methods,  especially  in  the  collec- 
tion of  dues,  facilitate  every  kind  of  activity  in  the 
Chapters  by  making  the  conduct  of  their  affairs 
easy,  agreeable,  as  well  as  successful.  Good  busi- 
ness methods,  it  should  be  remembered,  travel  the 
same  road  as  enjoyment  and  duty,  and  progress  in 
our  Chapters  is  altogether  impossible  without  it. 

Revised  Ritual. 

The  revised  Ritual  is  now  in  general  use  among 
the  constituent  Chapters  throughout  our  Jurisdic- 
tion. The  Grand  Chapters  of  Manitoba,  Sas- 
katchewan and  Alberta,  at  Annual  Convocations, 
have  unanimously  adopted  it,  and  procure  all  their 
Ritualistic  Work,  as  well  as  the  Royal  Arch  Cere- 
monies from  the  office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  at 
Toronto.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia 
at  present  is  using  the  old  Ritualistic  Work  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  but  will  shortly,  we 
understand,  adopt  the  New  or  Revised  Ritual. 
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Receipts  from  Chapters. 

The  Annual  Statement  accompaning  this  Report, 
shows  that  the  amount  received  from  the  constit- 
uent Chapters  for  the  past  year,  in  dues  and  fees, 
amounted  to  $15,955.30,  and  with  the  interest  on 
investments  and  Bank  balance  of  $4,115.71,  making 
a  total  in  receipts  of  $20,071.01.  Full  information 
as  to  these  items  is  set  forth  with  disbursements 
in  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Audit 
and  Finance  Committee. 


Warrants  Issued. 

During  the  past  year  Warrants  were  issued  to 
Dochert  Chapter,  No.  248,  Arnprior,  Ont.,  and 
Palestine  Chapter,  No.  249,  Bowanville,  Ont.,  and 
these  two  Chapters  were  duly  consecrated  and  dedi- 
cated. 

Chapters  under  Dispensation. 

The  Thomas  Peters  Chapter,  Windsor,  Ont.,  re- 
ceived its  Dispensation  dated  December  17th,  1928, 
and  it  was  Instituted  on  Wednesday,  January  9th, 
1929,  with  a  membership  of  31.  It  has  now  a  mem- 
bership of  50,  and  asks  for  its  Warrant. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  all  the  Constituent 
Chapters  have  met  all  their  obligations  for  the  year 
1928  to  Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Henry  T.  Smith, 
Grand  Scribe  E. 

Active  Chapters. 

The  following  reporting  during  the  year  20  or 
more  Exaltations  are  as  follows : 

Ark,  No.  80,  Windsor,  21;  St.  Francis,  No.  133, 
Smith's  Falls,  28;  The  St.  Patrick,  No.  145,  Tor- 
onto, 28 ;  Tomiskaming,  No.  169,  New  Liskeard,  21 ; 
Keystone,  No.  224,  Hamilton,  25 ;  The  St.  Clair,  No. 
231,  Toronto,  38. 
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By-Laws. 

By-laws  have  been  presented  to  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent the  Grand  Z.,  and  approved  for  the  following 
Chapters  : 

Bruce,  No.  53;  Keystone,  No.  72;  Shuniah,  No. 
82 ;  Golden,  No.  90 ;  St.  Andrews,  No.  139 ;  Bernard, 
No.  146 ;  Cobalt,  No.  203 ;  Dochert,  No.  248. 

Amendments  to  By-laws  of  Chapters  also  been 
submitted  and  approved  as  follows: — 

Moria,  No.  7;  Ezra,  No.  23;  Niagara,  No.  55; 
Willson,  No.  64;  Warkworth,  No.  110;  St.  John's, 
No.  112;  Kitchener,  No.  117;  St.  Francis,  No.  133; 
Presque  Isle,  No.  144;  Alberton,  No.  152;  Klondike, 
No.  154;  Ancaster,  No.  155;  Hugh  Murray;  No. 
187 ;  Peel,  No.  195 ;  Victoria,  No.  203 ;  St.  Alban's, 
No.  217;  Ulster,  No.  219;  Lebanon,  No.  220; 
Ottawa,  No.  222 ;  Kingston,  No.  224 ;  The  St.  Clair, 
No.  231. 

Present  Standing  of  Membership 

The  following  table  shows  the  present  standing 

of  the  membership  of  Grand  Chapter : 

Number  of  Chapters  156 

Number  of  Members,  December  31st,  1927 26,077 

Number    of    Registrations,  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1928    1,030 

Number     of     Joinings,      December 

31st,  1928  .... 98 

Number    of    Restorations,    Decem- 
ber 31st,  1928    46 

1,174 

Number    of    Withdrawals,    Decem- 
ber 31st,  1928 290 

Number  of  Suspensions,  December 

31st,  1928    486 

Number  of  Deaths,  December  31st, 

1928    340 

1,116 

Net  Gain 58 


Total  Membership,  December  31st,  1928 26,135 
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Net  Additions.     Net  Removals. 

Ontario    494  431 

Yukon  Territory    5 


The  Jurisdiction  embraces  156  Chapters,  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1928,  distributed  as  follows : 

No.  of  Chapters.     Membership. 

Ontario    _ 155  26,025 

Yukon  Territory    1  110 


ANNUAL  STATEMENT 
Year  1st  February,  1928,  To  31st  January,  1929. 


FEES  AND  DUES  FROM  CHAPTERS. 


1  Anct.     Frontenac 

and  Cataraqui  ..$218  00 

2  The  Hiram    227  00 

3  St.  John     ....._ 209  50 

4  St.   Andrew    and 

St.  John     157  00 

5  St.  George  188  00 

6  St.  John  263  40 

7  The  Moira     178  30 

8  King  Solomon  167  50 

15  Wawanosh     197  10 

16  Carleton     145  60 

18  Oxford    129  10 

19  Mount   Moriah   ...  176  01 

20  Mount   Horeb   172  10 

22  Glenville     90  80 

23  Ezra      98  00 

24  Tecumseh       155  30 

26  St.  Mark    113  10 

27  Manitou      88  30 

28  Pentalpha     113  50 

29  McCallum    62  50 

30  Huron     105  50 

31  Prince  Edward  ...     81  00 

32  Waterloo  96  50 

34  Signet       120  00 

35  Keystone      70  00 

36  Corinthian     178  00 

37  Victoria      64  60 

40  Guelph      160  10 

41 
44 


Harris      54  00 

Mount  Sinai 103  20 


45  Excelsior 


46  50 


46  St.    James   

47  Wellington       

48  St.  John's      

53  Bruce      

54  Palestine      

55  Niagara     

56  Georgian      

57  King  Hiram 

58  Pembroke 

59  Sussex      

60  Doric     

61  Garnite     

62  York     

63  Havelock      

64  Willson     

65  St.  Paul's     

66  The  Malloch     

67  Enterprise     

68  Maitland    

69  Grimsby     

70  Grand  River     

71  Prince    of   Wales 

72  Keystone      

73  Erie      

74  Beaver      

75  St.  Clair    

76  Mount  Nebo     

77  Occident     

78  Minnewawa     

79  Orient  

80  Ark  

81  Aylmer  

82  Shuniah  


65  35 

209  20 

72  60 

149  00 

200  50 

56  50 

83  50 

43  00 

33  20 

130  60 

38  50 

62  50 

80  10 

93  20 

134  40 

65  00 

40  50 

71  00 

24  50 

96  00 

61  80 

71 

56 

111 


50 
10 
10 


76  50 
57  00 

147  10 
312  50 
85  00 
130  30 
302  50 

77  85 
230  30 
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83  Ionic      

84  Lebanon      

86  Macpherson     

88  MacNabb     

90  Golden    

91  Antiquity     

94  Midland      

95  Tuscan     

100  St.    Lawrence   

102  Algonquin      

103  St.  John's    _ 

104  White  Oak    

110  Warkworth      

112  St.  John's      

113  Covenant      

114  Bonnechere      

115  Brant      

116  Maple     

117  Kitchener       

119  King  Cyrus  

129  Elliot    

130  Chantry     

131  Amabel     

132  Leeds      

133  St.  Francis    _ 

134  King  Darius     

135  Succoth      _ 

138  Shekinah      

139  St.  Andrew's     

140  Fort    William   

143  Glengarry      

144  Presque  Isle 

145  The  St.   Patrick... 

146  Bernard      _ 

147  Lucknow      

148  St.   John's      

149  Atwood       

150  London     

151  Laurentian    

152  Alberton       

153  Sombra     

154  Klondike 

155  Ancaster      

161  Madoc 

163  The  Beaches     

164  Lome 

167  Kichikewana 

168  Ionic  _ 


69  10 

85  80 
54  00 
56  50 

118  50 

227  00 

120  85 

159  95 

98  50 

151  50 

69  00 

47  50 

36  50 

45  50 

111  10 

69  75 

84  90 

44  50 
128  65 

73  50 

35  50 

45  50 
28  00 
66   00 

146  30 
5  00 

92  70 
184  50 

63  80 
169  30 

30  50 

36  50 
457  70 

87  60 
41  50 
19  00 
66  00 
150  40 

46  00 
141  20 

68  50 

36  70 

83  50 

154  00 

86  30 
49  60 

87  10 

85  50 


169  Temiskaming    

175  The  Hamilton    .... 

184  Hugh  Murray    .... 

185  Toronto      

195  Peel     

198  Couchiching 

203  Cobalt       

205  Victoria      

210  Kitchener       

212  Mount  Sinai     

213  Northern   Lights. 

214  Vimy     

215  Mimico     

217  St.   Alban's   

218  Prince  Edward  ... 

219  Ulster       

220  Lebanon     _ 

221  Durham      

222  Ottawa     

223  Abitibi      

224  Keystone    _ 

225  Beaver      

226  Prince  of  Wales... 

227  Quinte  Friendship 

230  Port  Credit  

231  St.    Clair   

232  King    Cyrus      

233  Oakwood 

234  Halton      

235  Aurora 

236  Caledonia     

238  The  St.  Andrew... 

239  Blenheim    

240  Smithville      

241  University     

242  St.  Paul's  

243  McKay 

244  Cochrane      

245  Preston       

246  Humber 

247  Nilestown      

248  Dochert      

249  Palestine   

Sundries   


142  50 
74  50 
54  00 

150  00 
72  00 
94  10 

88  50 

67  80 
64  00 

89  50 
92  80 
48  10 
81  50 

109  00 
39  50 
97  20 
39  10 

68  80 
81  00 

59  75 
155  62 
150  00 

41  00 

63.60 

58  30 

199  00 

125  30 

100  50 

53  20 

32  50 

34  50 

67  60 

60  50 
46  25 

111  90 
45  80 
28  00 
3  80 
26  00 
38  40 
45  25 
24  00 
62  20 

653  42 


$15,955  30 


Fraternally  submitted, 

Henry  T.  Smith, 

Grand   Scribe 


E.. 
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It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  statements  of  the  Grand  Treasurer 
and  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  for  the  year  1928  be  received  and 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  report  thereon  at 
the  present  Convocation. 
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WARRANTS 

To  the  Mast  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  and  Compan- 
ions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Warrants  beg  to  report  as 
follows : 

The  Thomas  Peters  Chapter,  Windsor,  Ontario, 
was  Instituted  on  Wednesday,  January  9th,  1929, 
with  31  Petitioners.    It  has  now  a  membership  of  50. 

The  Grand  Superintendent  of  St.  Clair  District, 
No.  1,  in  which  the  Chapter  is  located,  reports  that 
the  Chapter  is  under  the  guidance  of  officers,  equal 
in  efficiency  to  any  of  the  other  Chapters  in  the  St. 
Clair  District.  That  twenty-three  applicants  who 
successfully  passed  the  ballot  for  advancement  and 
three  for  affiliation  have  been  received,  which  shows 
something  of  the  momentum  attained  by  the  Chapter 
in  a  little  more  than  two  months'  work.  The  Chapter 
has  ordered  about  $700.00  worth  of  equipment  and 
regalia,  and  is  in  a  position  to  pay  for  it  as  soon  as 
delivered.  He  asks  that  a  Warrant  be  granted  to 
this  Chapter  at  the  present  Annual  Convocation. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  a 
Warrant  be  granted  to  The  Thomas  Peters  Chapter, 
No.  250,  Windsor,  Ontario. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  Y.  Mills, 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Warrants. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Y.  Mills,  and— 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
warrants  be  received  and  adopted. 
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REPORT  ON  BENEVOLENCE 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  and  the  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada: 

The  Committee  on  Benevolence  have  examined 
the  applications  for  relief  presented  to  them,  and  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  the  following  grants  be 
made: 

Chapter  No.      1— Widow  of  G.  McN $  60  00 

3— Widow  of  A.  B.  F 60  00 

3— Widow  of  T.  W 60  00 

5— Widow  of  J.  B 60  00 

15— Widow  of  H.  E.  D 60  00 

18— Comp.  L.  E.  E 60  00 

20— Widow  of  F.  R 50  00 

27— Widow  of  W.  J.   M 60  00 

28— Widow  of  C.  W.  S 60  00 

37— Widow  of  R.  M.  J 

44— Widow  of  H.  R 

46— Comp.   W.  H.   E 

53— Comp.  E.  A.  M _ 

53— Daughter  of  J.  S 

54— Widow  of  J.  B 

54— Widow  of  J.  A.  S 

59— Comp.  O.  E.  Q 

62^Widow  of  W.  D 50  00 

63— Widow  of  P.  F 50  00 

63— Comp.  A.  M 100  00 

63— Widow  of  M.  M 60  00 

72— Comp.  L.  F.  M 100  00 

72— Comp.  P.  S 100  00 

72— Widow  of  G.  G.  M 60  00 

74— Comp.  J.  T.  N 100  00 

77— Widow  of  W.  P 50  00 

77— Widow  of  A.  S 60  00 

77— Widow  of  J.  M 60  00 

83— Widow  of  S.  S.  M 60  00 

91— Widow  of  A.  A 50  00 

91— Widow  of  N.  H.  B 60  00 

91— Widow  of  R.  J.  R 60  00 

100— Comp.  W.  H.  M 100  00 

112— Widow  of  A.  C 50  00 

119— Widow  of  W.   N 50  00 

H9_Widow  of  H.  M.  G 50  00 

135— Widow  of  I.  G 60  00 

135— Comp.  J.  T.  M 100  00 

138— Widow  of  W.  I _ - 50  00 


50 

00 

50 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

50 

00 

50 

00 

60 

00 

100 

00 
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«     140— Widow  of  C.  B.  S 60  00 

«     167— Comp.  J.  G.  M _ 100  00 

"     220— Comp.  G.  H _ 100  00 

$2,830  00 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the 
grants  to  the  Toronto  beneficiaries  be  payable 
through  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Local  Board 
of  Relief,  Toronto. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Walter  G.  Price, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Benevol- 
ence be  received  and  adopted. 
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AUDIT  AND  FINANCE 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Principal  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Audit  and  Finance  have 
pleasure  in  submitting  the  Financial  Statement  for 
year  ended  January  31st,  1929. 

Grand  Chapter  has  made  satisfactory  financial 
progress  during  the  past  year.  The  receipts 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $20,071.01,  and  the  expendi- 
tures to  the  sum  of  $15,999.71,  leaving  a  surplus  of 
$4,071.30. 

This  surplus  was  invested  in  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada War  Loan  Bonds  (1934),  increasing  the  total 
investments  of  Grand  Chapter  as  per  Grand 
Treasurer's  Statement  to  $78,464.70,  and  leaving  on 
hand  a  working  capital  of  $9,346.17. 

The  usual  detailed  information  as  to  receipts  and 
disbursements  follows: 

SUMMARY  CASH  ACCOUNT,  YEAR  ENDING, 
JANUARY   31st,   1929 

RECEIPTS. 

Balances,    February   1st,   1928,    in   Can- 
adian Bank  of  Commerce    $  9,359  19 

Incidentals  Account  in  hands  of  Grand 

Scribe   E _ 5  68 

$  9,364  87 

Receipts  from  Chapters: — 

Certificates     $      922  00 

Dues      12,297  10 

Fees     914  00 

Dispensations  and  Warrants        99  00 

Constitutions     253  30 

Sundries 1,469  90 

$15,955  30 

Interest     Received     on     Investments     and     Bank 

Balances      4,115  71 

$29,435  88 
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PAYMENTS. 

Benevolence      - _ $  2,540  00 

"  Inspection  of 50  00 

$  2,590  00 

Investments  Purchased: — 

$4,000.00  Dominion  of    Canada  5V2% 

Bonds    (1934) _ $  4,090  00 

Accrued  Interest  to  January  26th,  1929  51  83 

$  4,141  83 

Salaries    _ $5,050  00 

Foreign  Correspondence  Report     _ 300  00 

Office  Rent,  Telephone,  etc 1,111  80 

Premium  on  Guarantee  Bond    _ 6  25 

Insurance,  Office  Furniture    8  00 

Grand    Chapter    Convocation    Expenses, 

1928     _ 569  80 

Grand    Chapter    Convocation     Expenses 

on  Account,  1929     10  00 

Expenses    of    Executive    Committee    at- 
tending 1928  Convocation  of  Grand 

Chapter 981  25 

Printing,  Engrossing,  etc. — 

Proceedings $1,501  24 

Certificates      136  99 

Constitutions    139  05 

Rituals     973  36 

Ceremonies      233  30 

General   Printing  and  Sta- 
tionery and  Binding 442  97 

$  3,426  91 

Audit  and  Financial  Reports  to  January 

31st,  1928 250  00 

Grand  Z.  Expenses    900  00 

Funeral  Wreaths  and  Flowers  10  45 

Grand     Scribe     E.,     Office     Incidentals, 

Postage  and   General   Expenses 351  21 

Regalia  and  Repairs     _ 32  21 

Presentation— I. P.G.Z 350  00 

$13,357  88 


$20,089  71 
Balances,  January  31st,  1929 — 

In  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  $  9,341  70 

Incidentals     Account    in     hands     of 

Grand  Scribe  E 4  47 

$  9,346  17 


$29,435  88 


I  have  audited  the  books  and  vouchers  of  Grand  Chapter 
for  the  year  ended  January  31st,  1929,  and  found  them  in 
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order  and  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  summary  of  the 
Accounts.  I  also  certify  that  I  have  inspected  and  found 
in  order  the  investments  of  Grand  Chapter,  the  cost  of  same 
being  $78,464.70,  and  the  par  value  $77,000.00. 

B.  F.  Griggs, 

Chartered  Accountant, 
of  Sharp,  Milne  &  Co. 
Toronto,  February  18th,  1929. 

Your     Committee    recommends     the    following- 
appropriations  for  the  current  year : 

Benevolence    Grants   $2,830  00 

Inspections      50  00 

Salaries     5,050  00 

Foreign  Correspondence     300  00 

Office  Rent,  Telephone,  etc 1,110  00 

Bond  Premium  and  Insurance     15  00 

Grand  Chapter  Expenses     600'  00 

Expenses  of  Executive  Committee     900  00 

Printing  Proceedings 1,500  00 

Audit  and  Finance  Reports     250  00 

Grand  Z.  Expense  Account 1,000  00 

Grand  Scribe  E.,  Office  Incidentals 350  00 

Special  Grant  for  introduction  of  our  Ritual  in  the 

Province  of  Quebec  and  Maritime  Provinces 200  00 

Your    Committee    again    recommend    the    re- 
appointment of  Comp.  B.  F.  Griggs,  C.A.,  as  Auditor. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

O.  Ellwood,  Chairman. 
M.  E.  Sherwood, 
John  J.  Gardiner, 
W.  L.  Stewart. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Ellwood,  and, — 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive   Committee 
on  Audit  and  Finance  be  received  and  adopted. 
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CONDITIONS  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY 

To  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  within  the  confines  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  are  privileged  to  again  present  for  your 
consideration  and  reflection  the  annual  report. 

From  a  careful  study  of  the  excellent  statements 
submitted  by  the  Grand  Superintendents  as  well  as 
by  personal  observation  we  are  constrained  to  say 
that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  within  our  Jurisdiction,  is 
active,  virile,  and  energetic — appreciative  of  its 
privileges,  conscious  of  its  duty,  loyal  to  its  tradi- 
tions, and  ready  and  willing  to  discharge  its  obliga- 
tions and  responsibilities. 

A  retrospect  of  the  year  now  indicates  that  it  has 
been  one  of  unusual  activity  in  Capitular  affairs. 
We  are  now  progressing  with  a  healthy  stride  that 
should  in  due  course  carry  us  to  the  foot  of  the  rain- 
bow where  we  may  uncover  that  hidden  pot  of  gold 
which  we  have  mentally  labelled  "True  Success." 

The  reports  of  the  representatives  of  the  Most 
Excellent,  the  Grand  Z.,  all  indicates  in  no  uncertain 
terms  that  these  energetic,  loyal  and  skilled  Crafts- 
men gave  generously  of  their  time,  knowledge  and 
experience  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their 
respective  officers  and  we  pay  tribute  to  their  zeal 
and  assiduity  by  declaring  their  work  to  be  "good 
work,  true  work,  and  square  work." 

Your  committee  have  given  considerable  study 
and  thought  to  figures  compiled  to  show  the  present 
numerical  strength  and  composition  of  this  Grand 
Chapter.  We  are  proud  to  state  that  we  have  156 
Chapters  with  a  membership  of  26,135  Royal  Crafts- 
men actively  engaged  in  the  laudable  work  of  dis- 
seminating the  great  principles  and  truths  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry.  A  perusal  of  the  table  of  statistics 
which  follows  should  prove  interesting  as  it  clearly 
sets  forth  that  despite  a  regretable  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  and  suspensions,  we  are  making 
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satisfying  headway  in  the  right  direction.  The  ac- 
cessions to  our  ranks  have  been  such  as  to  enable  us 
not  only  to  look  back  on  the  year's  labour  with 
pardonable  pride  but  to  face  the  future  with  a 
serene  confidence  that  our  beloved  Royal  Craft  is  on 
the  threshold  of  an  era  of  great  prosperity. 

Inherent  in  man  is  the  desire  for  prosperity  but 
in  what  sense  shall  we  view  the  term  as  applied  to 
our  Masonic  work?  Increased  membership  pro- 
vides a  small  factor  in  prosperity,  as  also  does  a 
substantial  financial  standing,  but  in  both  only  so 
far  as  in  the  one  case  it  furnishes  more  active 
workers,  and  in  the  other  the  necessary  wherewithal 
to  carry  on  more  efficiently  the  function  for  which 
we  undoubtedly  were  created. 

Numerical  and  financial  strength  do  not  of  neces- 
sity spell  prosperity  in  things  Masonic.  While  it  is 
highly  gratifying  to  note  the  continued  growth  in 
our  Order,  and  the  addition  to  our  store  of  material 
things,  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  true 
strength  of  Masonry  is  measured  not  in  numbers  but 
rather  in  deeds  accomplished.  Unless  the  com- 
munity in  which  we  live  is  better  for  the  doctrines 
we  preach  and  the  truths  we  teach,  unless  there  is 
a  greater  purity  and  a  higher  sense  of  honour  in 
those  with  whom  we  come  in  contact,  we  assuredly 
fail  in  our  mission  and  fall  short  of  achieving  those 
aims  and  objects  to  which  our  forefathers  of  Ma- 
sonry have  dedicated  this  great  brotherhood. 

Our  social  system  is  becoming  more  and  more 
complex — our  luxuries  of  to-day  become  the  neces- 
sities of  to-morrow — selfishness  is  rampant — honour 
very  often  prostituted  to  self-advancement — the 
Golden  Rule  is  in  danger  of  passing  into  a  memory. 
The  great  need  to-day — as  ever  before — is  for  fear- 
less leaders  properly  qualified,  men  of  vision,  honest 
men,  strong  men  of  character  and  purpose.  And 
where  shall  we  seek  such  leaders  but  in  the  ranks  of 
that  great  fraternity  whose  professed  principles  are 
Virtue,  Honour,  and  Mercy?  With  such  leadership 
may  we  not  hope  that  a  constructive  effort  be  made 
to  widen  the  scope  of  Masonic  influence  ? 
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There  never  was  a  time  when  the  outside  world 
looked  upon  our  fraternity  with  greater  favour  than 
as  at  present.  Our  ideals  are  lofty,  our  doctrines 
sound  and  our  teachings  practical.  We  stand  firm 
on  the  rock  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Man.  But  our 
power  to  affect  the  outside  world,  to  leaven  its  ma- 
terialism and  indifference,  lies  solely  in  our  ability  to 
demonstrate  the  benign  influence  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry upon  the  character  of  all  who  profess  its  prin- 
ciples. 

Masonic  principles  when  fully  understood  and 
when  put  into  daily  practice  will  soon  establish  right 
standards  of  living,  engender  a  spirit  of  tolerance, 
encourage  altruism,  and  develop  a  fuller  understand- 
ing of  our  duties  and  our  relations  with  our  fellow 
men.  We  have  heard  the  clarion  call  to  duty.  It  is 
now  paramount  that  we  as  Royal  Craftsmen  should 
justify  our  existence  by  carrying  into  our  daily  lives, 
social,  business,  civic,  and  even  political,  those  pre- 
cepts that  we  have  heard  so  often  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  our  Chapters.  This,  then,  is  the  challenge 
of  the  hour,  this  the  day  of  Opportunity,  this  our 
avowed  mission,  and  in  proportion  to  the  service  we 
render  to  the  community,  to  the  country,  to  the  world 
at  large,  shall  we  enjoy  a  lasting  prosperity  that 
shall  carry  us  on  and  on  to  greater  heights. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  numerical 
strength  of  Grand  Chapter: — 

January  31st,  1929. 

Number  of  Chapters    _ 156 

Number  of  Members,  December  31st,  1927    26,077 

Number  of  Registrations,  December  31st,  1928  1,030 

Number  of  Joinings,  December  31st,  1928  98 

Number  of  Restorations,  December  31st,  1928 46 

1,174 

Number  of  Withdrawals,  December  31st,  1928 290 

Number  of  Suspensions,  December  31st,  1928  486 

Number  of  Deaths,  December  31st,  1928  340 

1,116 

Net  gain     , _ 58 

Total    Membership,    December    31st,    1928    26,135 
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"AND  THE  GREATEST  OF  THESE  IS  CHARITY." 

"In  faith  and  hope  the  world  will  disagree, 
But  all  mankind's  concern  is  Charity." 

It  adds  much  to  our  pleasure  to  note  the  progress 
made  during  the  past  12  months.  The  reports  be- 
fore us  lay  bare  the  activities  of  our  constituent 
Chapters,  and  while  we  read  with  pleasure  of  in- 
creased membership,  more  satisfactory  financial  con- 
ditions, better  attendance  and  greater  interest,  our 
hearts  rejoice  in  the  concrete  expressions  of  human 
love  and  affection  as  evidenced  in  the  increasing 
generosity  of  many  of  our  Chapters.  Upon  the  Altar 
of  Freemasonry  still  glows  that  unquenchable  fire 
that  symbolizes  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
a  Mason's  heart.  Generosity  is  recognized  by  all  as 
only  Benevolence  in  practice.  Our  Benevolent  Funds 
can  do  a  great  deal  to  help  the  needy  and  alleviate 
suffering,  but  it  requires  the  personal  contact  and 
sympathy  of  the  individual  member  to  render  the 
true  Masonic  Service.  The  hand  that  reaches  out  to 
steady  the  tottering  footsteps  of  some  weary  pilgrim 
is  but  demonstrating  that  the  real  greatness  of  this 
ancient  and  honourable  Fraternity  is  found  in  its 
capacity  for  service,  while  the  greatest  depth  of  Ma- 
sonic secrecy  is  reached  only  in  the  unpublished  act 
of  doing  good. 

Few  Chapters,  if  any,  have  failed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  that  duty  which  is  so  readily  prompted  by 
principle.  During  the  year  just  closed  the  Chapters 
of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  report  the  expenditure  in 
Benevolence  of  $6,190.00,  a  splendid  effort,  but  when 
combined  with  the  countless  unreported  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  charity,  offers  a  very  heavy  contribution 
to  the  cause  of  good  Masonry. 

Our  opportunities  to  serve  are  all  about  us,  our 
time  is  short,  our  obligations  infinite.  Let  us  be 
mindful  that  an  enduring  charity  flows  only  from 
a  love  of  duty  and  hope  in  future  happiness.  Num- 
berless as  the  stars  that  roll  in  brilliant  majesty 
through  silent  realms  of  space  are  those  who  walk 
the  paths  of  selfishness  seeking  gratification  of  their 
own  desires.    But  the  path  we  tread  as  members  of 
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this  world-wide  brotherhood,  though  toilsome,  nar- 
row, and  circuitous,  is  marked  by  Friendship,  Toler- 
ance, Kindness,  and  True  Charity.  As  our  Charity 
increases  our  interest,  our  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
in  things  Masonic  advance,  and  we  learn  to  appreci- 
ate the  thought  that  the  true  source  of  cheerfulness 
is  Benevolence,  and  that  a  life  of  passionate  gratifica- 
tion is  not  comparable  with  the  joy  of  a  life  of  active 
Charity. 

"If  I  can  make  some  pale  face  brighter, 
Or  add  new  lustre  to  a  tear-dimmed  eye, 
Or  e'en  impart  one  throb  of  comfort  to  an  aching  heart, 
If  I  can  lend  a  strong  arm  to  the  falling, 
Or  defend  the  right  against  the  wrong, 
My  life,  tho'  bare  perhaps  of  much  that  seemeth  great, 
Will  not  have  been  in  vain. 

FINANCES. 

A  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft 
would  be  incomplete  without  reference  to  financial 
affairs.  The  finances  of  Grand  Chapter  proper  do 
not  come  within  our  province  hence  we  content  our- 
selves with  the  remark  that  "All's  well."  Healthy, 
satisfactory,  and  encouraging,  define  conditions  as 
we  see  them  at  the  close  of  1928.  More  definite  in- 
formation as  well  as  an  analysis  of  our  financial 
standing  and  material  resources  will  be  furnished  by 
those  charged  with  this  responsibility.  Our  duty, 
however,  compels  us  to  make  more  than  a  passing- 
reference  to  the  financial  conditions  of  our  subordin- 
ate Chapters.  All  that  has  been  said  in  previous  re- 
ports on  this  subject  applies  to-day  with  equal  force. 
The  assets  of  the  combined  Districts  as  indicated  by 
the  statistical  figures  have  reached  the  enormous 
total  of  $221,916.00,  while  liabilities  are  recorded  as 
$12,085.00.  This  latter  figure  is  undoubtedly 
authentic  and  is  accepted  as  such. 

We,  however,  feel  that  we  should  not  place  too 
much  dependence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  amount 
tabled  as  "Assets."  Good  business  judgment  prompts 
the  statement  that  a  survey  of  the  properties  of  the 
various  Chapters  and  an  intensive  audit  of  the  Chap- 
ter records  would   probably  dispel   any  illusion   we 
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may  have  on  the  subject  and  establish  beyond  a  per- 
adventure  that  the  financial  statements  of  our  con- 
stituent Chapters  are  built  upon  an  insecure  founda- 
tion, calculated  to  lull  its  readers  into  a  false  sense 
of  financial  security.  True,  there  is  no  need  to  worry 
as  to  the  solvency  of  these  Chapters,  but  why  con- 
tinue to  report  assets  which  in  many  instances  are 
greatly  inflated  and  highly  unreliable? 

As  we  scan  the  District  reports  our  attention  is 
at  once  focussed  upon  the  huge  amount  outstanding 
in  dues.  This  total  to  $36,107.00  representing  2,752 
Companions  in  arrears.  Like  the  preceding  figures 
these  should  not  be  accepted  too  literally  as  un- 
doubtedly this  amount  has  been  greatly  reduced 
since  these  statistics  were  compiled.  Yet  is  there  not 
a  thought  in  the  recording  of  this  condition  as  to  the 
need  of  an  educational  campaign  within  our  ranks  to 
develop  a  keener  appreciation  of  individual  respon- 
sibility, to  bring  home  forcefully  and  effectively  a 
more  definite  sense  of  duty  to  the  Chapter  to  which 
we  owe  allegiance?  Occasionally  we  hear  criticisms 
of  that  very  much  overworked  official  who  faithfully, 
zealously  and  energetically  performs  the  duties  of 
Scribe  Ezra.  To  him  is  attributed  responsibility  for 
failure  of  many  of  our  Companions  to  discharge  that 
obligation  which  they  owe  to  their  respective  Chap- 
ters. Yet  the  Scribe  E.  can  carry  on  the  collection 
of  dues  only  to  a  certain  point — beyond  that  point  the 
decision  as  to  whether  he  shall  pay  his  assessment 
or  let  it  lapse  rests  entirely  with  the  member. 

If  the  great  light  of  the  Royal  Arch  has  become 
dim,  shadowy,  and  unattractive,  if  his  interest  wanes 
and  he  loses  contact  with  his  Companions,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  understand  neglect  in  the  matter  of  dues. 
The  duty  of  the  Chapter  is  clearly  to  re-create  with- 
in the  Companion's  breast  a  sense  of  his  responsibi- 
bility,  to  re-kindle  the  flame  of  enthusiasm,  to  revive 
his  latent  interest  and  when  this  is  successfully  ac- 
complished, the  question  of  dues  will  solve  itself. 
This,  of  course,  deals  only  with  one  class  of  delin- 
quent. There  is  also  the  member  who  is  very  active 
in  his  Chapter  but  who  is  careless,  indifferent,  or 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929       193 

who  procrastinates  in  the  settlement  of  his  account 
with  the  Chapter.  To  this  Companion,  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  has  a  definite  value  and  means  much.  With 
him,  a  little  good-natured  persuasion  should  soon 
place  matters  right.  But  there  is  a  third  class  whose 
name  appears  frequently  amongst  those  in  arrears. 
We  refer  to  that  Companion  who  through  circum- 
stances of  unforeseen  misfortune  and  calamity  is  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  ebb  financially.  His  duty  to  his 
home  and  family  perhaps  leaves  him  in  the  unhappy 
position  of  being  unable  to  meet  his  Chapter  obliga- 
tions. The  Spirit  of  Good  Masonry  will  prompt  the 
thoughtful  Chapter  to  remit  this  Companion's  dues, 
draw  about  him  the  broad  mantle  of  Brotherly  Love 
and  make  provision  to  keep  him  in  good  standing 
during  his  time  of  stress.  This,  of  course,  should  be 
done  quietly  and  without  ostentation  so  that  the 
embarrassed  Companion's  susceptibilities  may  not 
be  wounded.  Such  action  upon  the  part  of  a  Chapter 
may  be  considered  as  good  Masonry,  sound  judgment 
and  business-like.  In  many  cases,  it  results  in  the  re- 
turn of  a  wanderer  to  the  fold,  awakens  a  dormant 
interest  and  re-established  an  active  worker  in  the 
quarries  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

Your  Committee  have  no  desire  to  trespass  upon 
the  rights  of  the  constituent  Chapter,  and  while 
recognizing  that  the  collection  of  dues  must  always 
be  regarded  as  a  domestic  affair,  we  feel  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  Royal  Craft  as  a  whole,  some  ex- 
traordinary effort  should  be  made  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  dues.  A  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this 
question  will  relieve  the  officers  of  a  very  great 
worry,  enable  them  to  carry  on  with  greater  efficiency 
and  provide  for  the  membership  a  more  interesting 
and  attractive  Masonic  programme. 


Instruction. 

It  has  been  interesting  to  note  the  progress  made 
in  the  presentation  of  the  revised  ritualistic  work 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  Your  Committee 
desire  to  commend  the  Grand  Superintendents,  Past 
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and  Present  Grand  Chapter  Officers,  Past  Z.'s..  and 
Principals  Associations,  for  the  splendid  effort  made 
to  assist  the  Chapters  of  the  Jurisdiction  to  absorb 
and  properly  exemplify  the  changed  work. 

"We  progress  through  change"  is  an  oft-quoted 
phrase,  yet  we  have  been  curious  as  to  the  result 
when  applied  to  this  ancient  institution.  The  new 
work  is  generally  well  received  and  in  many  Chap- 
ters is  responsible  for  a  spirit  of  rejuvenation  which 
is  decidedly  encouraging.  Yet  as  we  peruse  the  re- 
ports before  us  we  find  that  the  trend  to-day  is  for  a 
more  complete,  a  fuller  knowledge  of  Masonry.  Our 
officers  appear  no  longer  content  to  memorize  "the 
work"  without  knowing  the  meaning  thereof.  We 
are  glad  to  say  that  the  knowledge  sought  is  not  that 
of  mere  ritualism,  but  an  earnest,  conscientious  wish 
for  a  full  comprehension  of  the  great  truths  of  Ma- 
sonry. Its  achievement  is  being  attained  in  the  same 
manner  as  all  most  worthy  accomplishments — 
through  the  individual.  The  honest,  sincere  Royal 
Arch  Mason  of  this  generation  is  not  narrow  in  his 
vision,  nor  prejudiced  in  his  views,  nor  is  he  small  in 
his  conception  of  his  duty  to  the  Royal  Craft,  but  he 
does  seek  to  delve  beneath  the  surface,  to  add  to  his 
store  of  knowlefge,  to  place  himself  in  the  position 
of  one  who  thoroughly  understands  the  signs,  sym- 
bols and  legends  of  our  esoteric  work.  This  is  com- 
mendable and  addresses  on  the  subject  of  the  Royal 
Arch  as  well  as  upon  forums  and  chapters  of  In- 
struction should  be  encouraged  as  the  best  medium 
of  enlightenment. 

And  in  the  education  of  the  active  officers  and 
members  let  us  not  forget  those  Past  Principals  who 
have  borne  the  brunt  of  battle  in  the  days  gone  by. 
Perhaps  it  is  expecting  too  much  to  ask  them  to 
commit  to  memory  the  revised  ritual,  yet  if  they  do 
not  do  so  is  there  not  a  grave  danger  that  they  may 
feel  that  their  day  of  usefulness  is  past,  and  with 
the  pleasure  of  participation  in  the  degree  work 
denied  them,  lose  interest  and  turn  elsewhere  for  an 
outlet  for  their  Masonic  energy?  This,  and  the  in- 
creased length  in  the  revised  work  constitute  the 
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only  criticisms  that  have  been  drawn  to  our  atten- 
tion. A  little  diplomacy  in  the  one  case  and  an  effort 
to  make  the  work  so  interesting  and  attractive  that 
time  shall  be  forgotten,  should  shortly  eliminate  this 
feeling  and  assist  in  building  up  a  loyalty  to  the  new 
work  that  will  assure  its  complete  success. 


Grand  Superintendents'  Reports. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  make 
interesting  reading,  carrying  us  with  them  on  their 
pilgrimage  throughout  the  seventeen  districts,  which 
comprise  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

From  Dawson  City,  in  the  Yukon,  comes  an  in- 
spiring message,  brimful  of  good  tidings  from  that 
gallant  band  of  Royal  Craftsmen  whose  fealty  to  this 
Grand  Chapter  stands  as  an  object  lesson  to  all  who 
falter  in  the  true  spirit  of  loyalty. 

Western — Northern — Central — and  Eastern  On- 
tario all  present  a  spirit  of  optimism  that  is  decided- 
ly encouraging. 

As  we  read  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the 
Grand  Superintendents — the  receptions,  the  many 
inspections,  the  Chapters  of  Instruction,  the  tre- 
mendous distances  covered  and  obstacles  encountered 
and  overcome,  we  realize  that  the  representatives  of 
the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.  have  not  been  idle.  They 
have  amply  justified  their  selection  for  the  office  they 
have  held  and  now  as  they  reach  that  time  when  their 
labour  is  over  they  may  rest  upon  their  laurels  and 
measure  their  reward  in  terms  of  Friendships  made 
and  deeds  accomplished.  To  them  we  tender  thanks, 
appreciation,  and  the  assurance  that  their  labours 
have  not  been  in  vain. 

We  quote  a  line  or  two  from  several  reports 
which,  aside  from  a  narration  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
Chapters  and  the  splendid  entertainment  provided, 
offer  some  very  constructive  suggestions,  ask 
pertinent  questions  and  contribute  some  wholesome 
criticism. 
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One  Grand  Superintendent  says,  "Punctuality  in 
opening  is  not  practised.  Late  opening  with  a  con- 
sequent late  closing,  is  responsible  for  falling  off  in 
attendance." 

Another  writes:  "Can  Masonry  accomplish  the 
impossible  ?  Are  we  not  attempting  to  do  so  in  pro- 
viding annual  membership  at  less  than  our  cost  of 
operation?  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  entirely  too 
cheap." 

Still  another  asks:  "Why,  as  an  organization, 
does  not  Royal  Arch  Masonry  initiate  some  worthy 
undertaking  to  stimulate  interest  and  keep  our  Com- 
panions busy?" 

One  report  suggests  that  auditors'  statements 
should  be  prepared  along  the  lines  of  modern  busi- 
ness methods.  Our  dues  should  be  increased  to  carry 
the  Chapter,  leaving  exaltation  fees  for  Benevolence 
and  other  purposes. 

Practically  every  report  refers  to  the  difficults 
in  collecting  dues  and  offers  various  suggestions  for 
the  betterment  of  this  condition. 

To  all  of  these  suggestions  your  Committee  desire 
to  lend  their  hearty  approval  and  express  the  hope 
that  these  reports  when  read  and  analyzed  may  be 
fruitful  of  the  desired  result. 

In  conclusion,  we  should  like  to  pay  well-merited 
tribute  to  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  Z.,  the 
Grand  Council,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  all  associ- 
ated in  the  direction  of  Grand  Chapter  affairs.  They 
have  proven  themselves  men  of  high  culture,  of  light 
and  learning,  and  have  given  to  us  a  leadership  that 
is  worthy  of  the  highest  traditions  of  the  past. 

Finally,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  within  this  jurisdiction  is  steadily  ad- 
vancing along  a  well-defined  course.  Of  its  past 
achievements  we  may  well  be  proud,  for  its  devotion 
to  the  problems  of  the  present  we  may  be  deeply 
gratified,  and  in  its  splendid  constructive  outlook 
for  the  future  we  may  be  filled  with  hope — 
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"Hope,   like  the   gleaming  taper's   light 
Adorns  and  cheers  our  way, 
And  still  as  darker  grows  the  night, 
Emits  a  brighter  ray." 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  L.  Gardiner, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  L.  Gardiner,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  be  received  and  adopted. 
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FRATERNAL  DEAD 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal 
and  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  the  Fraternal  Dead  beg  to 
report  the  following  Honour  Roll  for  the  past  year 
1928-1929.  The  Grim  Reaper  has  been  busier  this 
year  than  last,  for  where  we  lost  the  companionship 
in  1927  of  265  friends,  this  year  (1928)  we  regret 
to  record  340,  i.e.,  75  more  than  the  previous  year. 

A  year  ago  this  Grand  Chapter  was  very  anxious 
about  the  health  of  our  genial  friend,  Most  Excellent 
Companion  Richard  Henry  Spencer,  and  to-day  we 
mourn  his  loss.  We  have  lost  the  personal  touch  of 
a  warm  friend.  He  was  beloved  by  all  within  the 
portals  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and  his 
smile  and  congeniality  made  him  a  warm  personal 
friend  throughout  many  other  Grand  Chapters. 

Too  many  men  when  they  are  elevated  to  the 
highest  honour  that  a  Grand  Body  can  bestow  seem 
to  lose  touch  with  the  earth ;  we  mention  their  names 
with  awe  and  in  a  whisper;  but,  it  was  never  so 
with  our  departed  Grand  Z.  From  first  to  last,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  ending  he  was  always  Dick 
Spencer,  with  the  open  hand  and  heart,  and  as  such 
we  will  always  cherish  his  memory. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Spencer  was  made  a  Mason  in  Trent 
Lodge,  No.  38,  G.R.C.,  on  January  24th,  1893.  He 
was  exalted  in  St.  Mark's  Chapter,  R.A.M.,  No.  26, 
G.R.C.,  on  February  14th,  1898.  He  was  elected 
a  Grand  Superintendent  of  Prince  Edward  District, 
and  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  R.A.M.  of 
Canada  in  1922  and  1923.  In  addition  he  was  very 
active  in  many  other  branches  of  Masonry. 

The  Preceptory,  the  Shrine  and  the  Scottish  Rite 
in  which  body  he  attained  to  the  32nd  degree. 

On  August  4th,  1928,  he  answered  the  roll  call 
of  the  Great  Captain  of  our  Salvation,  and  his 
memory  is  now  cherished  by  every  branch  of  Free- 
masonry in  Canada. 
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Can  we  not  in  imagination  hear  him  saying  in 
the  language  of  Hiawatha — 

I  am  going,  O  my  brethren, 

On  a  long  and  distant  journey; 

Many  moons  and  many  winters 

Will  have  come,  and  will  have  vanished, 

Ere   I  come  again  to  greet  you. 

But  my  Lodge  I  leave  behind  me; 

Listen  to  its  words  of  wisdom, 

Listen  to  the  truth  it  tells  you, 

For  the  Master  of  Life  hath  sent  it 

From  the   land   of  light  and  morning! 

Thus  departed  our  Beloved, 

In  the  glory  of  the  sunset, 

In  the  purple  mists  of  evening, 

To  the  region  of  the  home-wind, 

To  the  islands  of  the  Blessed, 

To  the  kingdom  of  Ponemah, 

To  the  land  of  the  Hereafter ! 

Right   Excellent   Companions   of   this   Grand 
Jurisdiction  who  have  passed  away. 

"Men  drop  so  fast,  ere  life's  mid  stage  we  tread, 
Few  know  so  many  friends  alive  as  dead." 

— Young. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  H.  Colden,  of  Picton,  Grand 
Superintendent  of  Prince  Edward  District,  No.  11, 
in  1902,  died  March  8th,  1928. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  B.  Butterworth,  of  Ottawa, 
Grand  uperintendent  of  Central  District,  died  April 
28th,  1928. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  A.  Clark,  of  Ottawa,  Grand 
Superintendent  Toronto  District,  No.  8,  in  1908,  died 
July  14th,  1928. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  Stinson,  of  Toronto,  Grand 
Scribe  N.  in  1917,  died  September  9th,  1928. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Samuel  E.  Passmore,  of  Brantford, 
Grand  Superintendent  of  Wilson  District,  No.  31,  in 
1894,  died  September  15th,  1927. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Lorston  A.  Ross,  of  London,  Grand 
Scribe  N.  in  1923,  died  January  13th,  1929. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  William  McKeown,  of  Belleville, 
Grand  Master  4th  Veil  in  1913,  died  January  8th, 
1928. 
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V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  H.  Chase,  of  Port  Arthur,  Grand 
Steward  in  1903,  died  April  9th,  1928. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Glanville,  of  Toronto,  Grand 
Senior  Sojourner  in  1911,  died  May  17th,  1928. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Milo  Harris  Steele,  Carleton  Place, 
Grand  Sword  Bearer  in  1905,  died  July  21st,  1928. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Hugh  A.  MacKay,  of  Hamilton, 
Grand  Senior  Deacon  in  1871,  died  December  29th, 
1928. 

"Since  every  man  who  lives  is  born  to  die 
And  none  can  boast  sincere  felicity, 
With   equal   mind   what   happens   let   us   bear, 
Nor  joy  nor  grieve   for  things  beyond   our  care. 
Like  pilgrims  to  the  appointed  place  we  tend; 
The  world's  an  inn,  and  death  the  journey's  end." 

— Dryden. 

Jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Empire 

To  our  Companions  bound  to  us  with  the  addi- 
tional ties  of  a  common  Country,  Flag  and  King  we 
extend  the  heart-felt  hand  of  sympathy  for  their 
losses  by  death  throughout  the  past  year. 

"And  by  the  Cypresses 
Softly  o'ershadowed, 
Until  the  angel 
Calls  them  they  slumber!" 

— Longfellow. 

Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  of  America 

During  the  past  year  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of 
the  United  States  have  lost  by  death,  the  following 
prominent  Royal  Craftsmen: — 

Alabama— Albert  E.  Pace,  P.G.H.P. 

Arizona — George  James  R'oskruge,  P.G.H.P. 

District  of  Columbia — William  Barnum,  P.G.H.P. 

Georgia — John  C.  Joiner,  P.G.H.P. 

Illinois— Alfred  Augustus  Whipple,  P.G.H.P.; 
William  Bryant  Garlock,  P.G.H.P. ;  James  A.  Young, 
P.G.H.P. 

Indiana — Charles  Balch,  P.G.H.P.,  Henry  William 
Mordurst,  P.G.H.P. 

Kansas — Joseph  Duncan  Fell,  P.G.H.P. 

Kentucky— Bernard  Gratz  Witt,  P.G.H.P. 

Louisiana — Harry  Field  Grimm,  P.G.H.P. 
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Maryland — Oliver  Cornelius  Warehime,  P.G.H.P. 

Massachusetts — Frederick  Towne  Comee,  P.G. 
H.P.;  Samuel  F.  Hubbard,  P.G.H.P.;  Michael  W. 
Jacobs,  P.G.H.P. 

Mississippi — James  Thomas  Harrison,  P.G.H.P. 

Missouri— Olaf  Addison  Lucas,  P.G.H.P. 

Montana — Joseph  Jameson  Hindson,  P.G.H.P. 

Nevada — Pearis  Buckner  Ellis,  P.G.H.P. 

Nebraska — James  Wilbur  Maynard,  P.G.H.P.; 
Samuel  Presley  Davidson,  P.G.H.P. 

New  Jersey — Abram  Amerman  Reger,  P.G.H.P. 

North  Dakota — George  Hovey  Phelps,  P.G.H.P. 

Oklahoma— James  A.  Scott,  P.G.H.P. 

Oregon— Max  Bollack,  P.G.H.P.;  Wallace  Bald- 
win, P.G.H.P. 

Washington — Henry  Laurens  Kennan,  P.G.H.P. ; 
Abraham  Lincoln  Miller,  P.G.H.P.;  Francis  Bayly 
West,  P.G.H.P. 

Wyoming— Otto  Gramm,  P.G.H.P. 

"Peace  be  with  thee,   O  our  brother, 
In  the  spirit-land! 
Vainly  look  we  for  another 
In  thy  place  to  stand. 
Unto  truth  and  freedom  giving 
All  thy  earthly  powers, 
Be*  thy  virtues  with  the  living, 
And  thy  spirit  ours!" 

— Whittier. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  and  fraternally  sub- 
mitted. 

C.  H.  C.  Wright, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  C.  Wright,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Dead  be  received  and  adopted. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  BENEVOLENCE. 

R..  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon's  term  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Benevolence  having  expired, 
on  motion  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price,  second- 
ed by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  it  was  re- 
solved that  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  be  re-elected 
for  a  further  term  of  three  years. 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Com- 
mittee on  Benelolence,  and  are  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  Grand  Chapter  for  their  re- 
spective terms: — 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price,  retires  in  1930. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  retires  in  1931. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  retires  in  1932. 

GREETINGS  FROM  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS. 

The  Grand  Z.,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  said 
there  were  a  number  of  distinguished  Royal  Arch 
Masons  present  from  Sister  Jurisdictions,  as  well 
as  from  other  branches  of  Masonry.  He  was  sure 
that  the  delegates  would  be  pleased  to  hear  a  few 
words  from  each  of  them,  and  it  was  his  intention 
of  calling  upon  them  at  different  periods  during 
the  sessions  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Each  of  the  Companions  mentioned  in  pleasing 
terms  conveyed  the  greetings  of  his  respective 
Body:  — 

Comp.  The  Hon.  J.  S.  Martin,  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of  On- 
tario; M.  Ex.  Comp.  Donald  Adams,  Grand  First 
Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  British 
Columbia;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Edwards,  Grand 
First  Principal,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  W.  William- 
son, Grand  Scribe  E.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Quebec;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Winthrop  J.  Cushing,  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Raymond  T.  Sewell, 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; M.  Ex.  Comp.  Elgin  Mifflin,  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Warner  K.  McSween, 
Grand  King  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan;  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  Chauncey  B.  Hammond,  Deputy  Grand 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929       208 

High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York ;  M. 
Ex.  Comps.  August  P.  Kunzig,  Grand  High  Priest, 
and  Thomas  McConnell,  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
and  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Horace  A.  Porter,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the 
Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  and  Comp.  John  J. 
Miller,  Grand  Master  of  the  Royal  and  Select 
Masters  of  Canada. 

FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  presented  his  report 
on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  and  in  doing  so 
said:  He  would  like  to  see  the  printed  report,  that 
would  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates  in 
attendance,  not  only  read  by  them,  but  by  the  Com- 
panions generally  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  report  on  the  Fraternal  Corre- 
spondence be  received  and  adopted. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  "CALLED  OFF" 

At  4.30  p.m.  Grand  Chapter  was  "Called  Off." 

Thursday  Morning 

At  10  o'clock  a.m.  Grand  Chapter  resumed 
labour,  the  Grand  Z.,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith, 
presiding. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE   AD- 
DRESS OF  THE  GRAND  FIRST  PRINCIPAL 

To  the  Most  Excellent  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

The  opening  words  of  the  address  of  the  M.  Ex. 
the  Grand  First  Principal,  are  reminders  of  the 
early  life  of  this  historic  old  City  of  Kingston.  The 
point  of  entrance  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Great 
St.  Lawrence  River  and  the  Grand  Panorma  of 
'The  Thousand  Islands,"  famed  for  its  scenic  beauty 
the  world  over. 

But.  however,  pleasant  and  attractive  the 
picture  of  this  city  and  its  beautiful  surroundings 
of  the  present  day  may  appear,  we  cannot  easily 
forget  the  struggles  of  the  early  settlers,  who  toiled 
and  fought  and  bled  in  the  defence  of  Country  and 
Fireside,  what  giants  of  intellect  and  learning  were 
many  of  the  men  who  made  this  ancient  city  their 
home,  distinguished  by  their  loyalty,  courage  and 
devotion  to  home  and  duty,  men  who  long  since 
have  gone  to  their  reward,  leaving  behind  them 
footprints  in  the  sands  of  time. 

It  is  just  and  right,  however,  that  we  should 
remember  the  activities  of  Masonry  in  those  stirr- 
ing times,  and  the  trials  and  sacrifices  endured  by 
our  brethren  during  the  period  of  1817,  when  the 
clouds  were  dark  and  discouragement  cast  its 
shadow  in  the  pathway,  to  disconcert  the  timid  and 
faltering  brethren,  but  these  Masons,  thank  God, 
were  not  weaklings,  they  maintained  their  right  to 
live  as  became  Masons  holding  allegiance  to  con- 
stituted authority  and  sought  relief  from  their 
troubles  by  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Provincial 
Lodge  of  Upper  Canada.  The  late  M.W.  Bro.  John 
Ross  Robertson,  in  his  history  of  Masonry  in  Can- 
ada says,  "There  is  no  event  in  the  history  of  Free- 
masonry in  Upper  Canada  more  worthy  of  record 
than  the  assembling  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Craft  Lodges  in  the  town  of  Kingston  in  the  year 
1817  for  the  purpose,  not  only  of  re-organizing,  but 
of  placing  the  Government  of  the  fraternity  in  such 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929       205 

a  position  as  to  secure  permanence  and  stability  for 
all  times  to  come." 

So  to-day  this  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  meets  in  Annual  Convocation  in 
this  City  of  Kingston,  with  the  shadows  of  the  past 
flitting  before  our  eyes,  filling  us  with  inspiration 
and  faith,  and  urging  us  onward  and  upward  to 
greater  deeds  of  self  sacrifice  and  devotion  to  duty. 

We  join  with  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.,  in  expressing 
our  sympathy  to  those  who  mourn  the  loss  of  loved 
ones.  The  reference  to  our  late  M.  Ex.  Comp.  R. 
H.  Spencer,  recalls  to  our  minds  the  intense  in- 
terest which  he  took  in  all  branches  of  Masonry,  his 
happy  disposition  at  all  times  endeared  him  to  his 
brethren  and  Companions,  and  his  familiar  face 
and  form  will  long  be  missed  by  the  members  of  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  official  visits  of  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.,  have 
been  very  extensive,  and  must  have  entailed  a  great 
sacrifice  of  time  and  also  a  considerable  monetary 
consideration.  The  distance  of  16,000  miles  is  not 
often  accomplished  by  Grand  First  Principals  of 
Grand  Chapter,  and  your  Committee  hope  that  it  is 
not  intended  as  a  competitive  mark  to  be  aimed  at 
in  the  future. 

The  fruits  of  these  official  visits  by  the  M.  Ex. 
the  Grand  Z.,  will  doubtless  be  visible  during  the 
ensuing  year,  and  we  venture  the  opinion  that  if  the 
Companions  of  the  Chapters  visited  have  been  af- 
fected by  the  earnestness  of  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand 
Z.,  and  his  anxiety  for  greater  zeal  on  the  part  of 
the  Chapter  members,  then  there  will  be  an  interest 
developed  which  will  fully  repay  the  M.  Ex.  the 
Grand  Z.,  for  the  time  and  labour  he  has  contributed 
to  the  cause. 

Your  Committee  note  with  pleasure  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  Chapter  at  Windsor,  which  should 
prove  a  successful  addition  to  the  Royal  Arch  of 
that  city. 

Your  Committee  concur  in  the  appointments  and 
recommendations  of  Grand  Representatives  as  re- 
ported by  the  M,  Ex.  the  Grand  Z. 
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Your  Committee  concur  in  the  suggestions 
and  advice  to  officers  and  Companions  offered 
by  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  with  its  revised  Ritual,  makes  a 
strong  appeal  to  every  member  of  the  Craft. 
The  work  is  descriptive,  dignified,  and  im- 
pressive. It  is  clothed  in  beautiful  and  stately 
language,  and  it  requires  the  highest  standard  of 
excellence  in  its  interpretation.  Alas,  frequently 
too  much  thought  is  given  to  rank  and  title  instead 
of  a  loftier  ambition  of  becoming  responsible  leaders 
of  the  Chapter.  How  insignificant  a  Mason  is  he 
who  shirks  his  duty,  imposes  on  the  goodness  of  his 
predecessors  by  continually  seeking  their  aid  to  do 
his  work  because  he  himself  lacks  that  interest 
necessary  for  the  proper  performance  of  his  duties. 
He  accepts  the  Jewel  at  the  end  of  the  year  with 
perfect  equanimity  and  then  ceases  to  exhibit  any 
further  concern  for  the  Chatper.  Such  a  member 
without  doubt  exhibited  indications  of  his  incompet- 
ence and  lack  of  enthusiasm  from  the  time  he  was 
first  appointed,  and  should  have  been  dropped  from 
the  list  of  officers  long  before  attaining  high  rank. 

Your  Committee  note  that  in  the  previous  year 
Grand  Chapter  invested  $6,000,  in  Government 
securities,  and  this  year  only  $4,000. 

Membership  has  an  important  bearing  on  our 
financial  position.  The  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.  refers 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  substantial  increase 
last  year.  This  was  due  in  some  measure  to  the 
larger  number  of  suspensions  and  deaths. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  implicit  in- 
structions should  be  given  to  Grand  Superintend- 
ents, to  enquire  minutely  into  the  working  of  Chap- 
ter affairs,  to  find  the  cause  for  these  suspensions, 
and  by  enquiry  and  careful  observation  assist 
private  Chapters  and  the  Grand  Chapter  in  finding 
a  remedy.  They  should  make  special  reports  to 
the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.,  that  he  may  be  kept  fully 
informed. 

Your  Committee  join  with  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand 
Z.  in  welcoming  to  our  Annual  Convocation  our  dis- 
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tinguished  visitors  from  Sister  Jurisdictions,  may 
their  stay  with  us  prove  beneficial  to  themselves, 
and  may  their  pleasure  be  reflected  on  the  members 
of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Your  Committee  congratulates  the  M.  Ex.  the 
Grand  Z.,  and  the  officers  of  Grand  Chapter  on  their 
endeavours  to  further  the  interests  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

George  Moore,  Chairman, 
W.  N.  Ponton, 
K.  J.  Dunstan, 
W.  H.  Davis. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price, 
seconded  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the    report   of   the    Committee     on    the 
Grand  Z.'s  Address  be  received  and  adopted. 
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Election  of  Officers 

The  election  of  Grand  Officers    was  then    pro- 
ceeded with  and  resulted  as  follows : — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin   Smith,   Lon- 
don      Grand  Z.   ] 

Walter      G.      Price,  L 

Port  Credit    Grand  H.   I  J*™1"* 

C.    W.     Haentsehel,  [C°UnCl1 

Haileybury     Grand  J. 

George        Moore, 

Hamilton    Grand  Treasurer 

Henry  T.  Smith,  To- 
ronto    Grand  Scribe  E. 

John     J.     Gardiner, 

Ottawa    Grand  Scribe  N. 

W.      A.      Bearance, 

Kingston     Grand  Principal  Sojourner 

E.    C.    Berkinshaw, 

Toronto  Grand  Registrar 

W.  N.  Ponton,  Belle- 
ville       Grand  Historian 

Hiram  J.  Pritchard, 

Toronto     Grand  Janitor 
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Executive  Committee  Elected 

The  following:  Companions  were  elected  by  Grand 
Chapter  as  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for 
the  ensuing  year: — 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Y.  Mills Kingston 

R.     "         "         A.  Cowan    Barrie 

R.     "         "         Oliver  Ellwood  London 

R.     "         "         Geo.  L.  Gardiner Toronto 

R.     "         "         M.  E.  Sherwood    Woodstock 

Toronto  Next  Place  of  Meeting 

The  Cities  of  Toronto,  Hamilton,  and  Niagara 
Falls,  having  been  nominated  for  the  next  Annual 
Convocation,  in  the  month  of  February,  1930,  and 
the  nominations  being  put  to  the  ballot,  the  result 
showed  Toronto,  had  received  the  highest  number 
of  votes,  and  that  City  was  declared  to  be  the  choice 
of  Grand  Chapter. 
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Historian  Elected 

On  motion  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  G.  Price,  sec- 
onded by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton  was  re-elected  Grand  Historian 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

Credential  Committee  Receives  Thanks 

It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  K.  J.  Dunstan, 
seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  W.  Slack,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be 
tendered  to  the  Credential  Committee  for  the  capable  manner 
in  which  the  several  members  of  the  Committee  discharged 
the  duties  alloted  to  them. 

Thanks  to  Scrutineers  for  Services 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Tow,  second- 
ed by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  H.  Lang,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  be  ten- 
dered to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  A.  Millar,  and  the  other  Excellent 
Companions  who  acted  as  Scrutineers  for  services  so  capably 
rendered  in  the  election  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Officers. 

Kingston  Companions  Receive  Thanks 

It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton,  sec- 
onded by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore,  and — 

Resolved, — That  this  Grand  Body  tender  its  thanks  to  the 
Companions  of  the  City  of  Kingston  for  courtesies  extended, 
not  only  to  the  delegates,  but  to  the  ladies  who  accompanied 
them,  as  well  as  for  the  attention  specially  paid  the  dis- 
tinguished visitors  which  will  make  this  Annual  Convocation 
an  outstanding  event  long  to  be  remembered  by  those  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  and  participating  in  the 
several    activities    provided   for    their   enjoyment. 

Officers  Installed 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore,  assisted  by  M.  Ex. 
Comps.  W.  N.  Ponton  and  Kenneth  J.  Dunstan,  in- 
stalled and  invested  the  newly-elected  officers  of 
Grand  Chapter,  including  the  Grand  Superintendents 
of  the  several  Districts,  and  they  were  proclaimed 
and  saluted  according  to  ancient  custom. 
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Organist  Thanked  for  Services 

It  was  moved  by  V.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  W.  Rogers,  sec- 
onded by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  F.  Molloy,  and — 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  be  tendered 
to  Comp.  Herman  W.  Ploss,  for  the  excellent  music  rendered 
by  him,  as  organist,  during  the  sessions  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Jewel  to  be  Presented  to  Companions  who  have 

been   Members   of  Grand   Chapter   for 

Twenty-five  Years  or  More 

The  Grand  Z.  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  most  fitting  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  in 
some  way  to  recognize  those  who  had  been  connected 
with  the  Grand  Body  for  twenty-five  years  or  more. 
He  thought  that  those  who  had  been  members  of 
Grand  Chapter  for  twenty-five  years  and  upwards 
should  receive  a  silver  jewel,  while  those  who  had 
been  connected  with  the  Grand  Body  for  fifty  years 
or  more  a  gold  one. 

After  a  full  expression  of  opinion  by  a  number 
of  delegates — 

It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  J. 
Dunstan,  seconded  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore, 
and  unanimously — 

.Resolved, — That  Grand  Chapter  recognize  the  long  service 
of  Companions  belonging  to  this  Grand  Body  of  the  Royal 
Craft  by  conferring  some  distinguishing  mark  upon  them, 
and  that  the  Grand  Z.  be  asked  to  appoint  a  committee  that 
could  go  into  the  matter  of  detail  with  power  to  act,  between 
now  and  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  if 
the  expenditure  was  not  too  large  in  carrying  out  the  idea. 

Subsequently  the  Grand  Z.  appointed  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Walter  G.  Price,  President  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  to  assist  him  in  carrying  out  the  wishes 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

Installing  Board  Thanked 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  S.  Forbes,  sec- 
onded by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  V.  M.  Hare,  and — 
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Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  be  tendered 
to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore  and  those  who  assisted  him 
for  the  able  manner  in  which  the  ceremony  of  Installation 
had  been  performed. 

APPOINTMENTS  TO  OFFICE 

The  following'  appointments  by  the  M.  Ex.  the 
Grand  Z.  were  subsequently  announced: — 

Executive  Committee  Appointed 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  S.  Forbes Hamilton 

R.     "         "         J.  F.  Marr Guelph 

R.     "         "         A.  D.  Maclntyre Toronto 

R.     "         "         Frank  Ebbitt . Iroquois  Falls 

R.     "         "         C.  H.  C.  Wright Toronto 


Assistant  Officers 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Austin  Evans,  To- 
ronto    Grand  Lecturer 

Thomas  Westcott 

Copp,  Toronto  Grand  Sr.  Sojourner 

Roderick     B.     Dar- 

gavel,  Toronto  Grand  Jr.  Sojourner 

George       Powers 

Ottawa    - Grand  Sword  Bearer 

Alfred    H.    Watson, 

Fort  Frances  Grand  Master  1st  Veil 

John  A.  Cooper,  To- 
ronto     Grand  Master  2nd  Veil 

Leslie      Armstrong, 

London    Grand  Master  3rd  Veil 

Samuel  Vila,  Hamil- 
ton      _ Grand  Master  4th  Veil 

William  H.  Fergu- 
son, Chatham Grand  Standard  Bearer 

Edward    S.    Calder, 

Toronto     Grand  Dir.  of  Ceremonies 

John  Potter  Stuart, 

Gait   .-. Grand  Organist 

Joseph     F.     Molloy, 

Toronto     -..Grand  Pursuivant 

David    H.    Cowling, 

Port  Credit Grand  Steward 


V. 

«<             << 

V. 

(1             II 

V. 

II             «< 

V. 

It             fl 

V. 

(«            II 

V. 

M               II 

V. 

II             II 

V. 

««              < 

V. 

<<             ( 

V. 

«             < 

V. 

<<             1 

V. 

(<             1 
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V.     "         "         Gilbert  B.  Bedford, 

Stirling  Grand  Steward 

V.  "  "  Otto  Drury  Wil- 
liams, Barrie     Grand  Steward 

V.  "  "  Joseph  K.  Work- 
man, Sudbury Grand  Steward 

V.     "         "         William     Root, 

Brockville  Grand  Steward 

V.     "         "         Alexander       R  e  i  d, 

Wingham    Grand  Steward 

V.  "  "  George  Nelson  Tay- 
lor, Port  Hope Grand  Steward 

V.  "  "  Ernest  Morley  Hob- 
son,  Cochrane    Grand  Steward 

V.     "         "         Chs.    H.    Sheppard, 

Niagara  Falls  Grand  Steward 

V.  "  "  Arthur  S.  Craw- 
ford, Ingersoll  Grand  Steward 

V.  "  "  Alfred  Davis,  To- 
ronto       .....Grand  Steward 

V.     "         "         Fred.   C.   J.   Foster, 

North  Bay    Grand  Steward 

The  labours  of  the  Annual  Convocation  being 
ended,  Grand  Chapter  .was  closed  in  Ample  Form  at 
12.20  noon,  Kingston,  Thursday,  February  28th, 
1929. 

(A       Grand  Scribe  E. 


V>    \         (7         \         **  O  « 
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Reception  and  Grand  Chapter  Banquet 

On  Tuesday  evening,  February  26th,  after  the 
meeting*  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Grand  Z. 
and  other  Grand  Chapter  officers  were  tendered  a  re- 
ception and  a  presentation  was  made  to  the  Grand  Z. 
in  the  Temple  Building,  by  the  Companions  of  Ancient 
Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  Kingston,  and  the 
other  Chapters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  District,  at  which 
fully  150  ladies  were  present. 

A  banquet  on  Wednesday  evening,  at  6  o'clock  in 
Hotel  La  Salle,  was  tendered  to  the  Guests  of  Grand 
Chapter  and  the  newly-elected  Grand  Superintend- 
ents. M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  the  Grand  Z., 
presided. 

Later  in  the  evening  the  Past  Principals  of 
Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  Kingston, 
exemplified  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree,  with 
musical  accompaniment,  according  to  the  new  Ritual, 
with  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Y.  Mills,  in  the  Chair. 

SUB-COMMITTEES 

GRAND    Z.'S    ADDRESS 

M.    Ex.    Comps.    George    Moore    (Chairman),    M.    Walsh, 

F.  W.  Harcourt,  A.  S.  Gorrell,  W.  N.  Ponton,  W.  H.  Davis, 
Kenneth  J.  Dunstan,  Harry  H.  Watson,  E.  T.  Malone,  John 
M.  Gibson. 

BENEVOLENCE 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt  (Chairman),  R.  Ex. 
Comps.  Walter  G.  Price,  J.  B.  Nixon. 

AUDIT   AND    FINANCE 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  0.  Ellwood   (Chairman),  S.  S.  Forbes,  Geo. 
Lester  Mickle,  H.  F.  Goodfellow,  Thomas  Towers,  H.  Hill. 

GRIEVANCES  AND   APPEALS 

R.    Ex.    Comps.    A.    Cowan    (Chairman),   Isidor   Finberg, 

G.  H.  Hardy,  E.  H.  Brenman. 

WARRANTS 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  W.  Y.  Mills  (Chairman),  H.  S.  Galloway, 
A.  Brain,  W.  H.  Nugent,  R.  I).  Montgomery. 
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CONDITIONS   OF  CAPITULAR   MASONRY 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  George  L.  Gardiner  (Chairman),  M.  E. 
Sherwood,  J.  F.  Marr,  D.  R.  Dobie,  A.  L.  McGregor,  F.  G. 
McLean. 

CONSTITUTIONS,    LAWS,    AND    JURISPRUDENCE 

M.  Ex.  Comps.  E.  T.  Malone  (Chairman),  F.  W.  Har- 
court,  John  M.  Gibson. 


FRATERNAL  DEAD 

R.    Ex.     Comps.   C.   H.   C.   Wright     (Chairman),    Frank 
Ebbitt,  Edward  Blanchard,  T.  S.  Parkinson,  D.  Fink. 


PRINTING  COMMITTEE 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  Henry  T.  Smith   (Chairman),  Isador  Fin- 
berg,  F.  G.  McLean. 


CREDENTIAL    COMMITTEE 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  J.  H.  C.  Woodward  (Chairman),  B.  Cairns, 
W.  J.  Armstrong. 


FRATERNAL    COMMITTEE 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton   (Chairman). 

MILEAGE   AND    PER   DIEM 

R.    Ex.    Comps.    A.    D.    Maclntyre    (Chairman),   W.   J. 
Wadsworth. 
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LIST  OF  CHAPTERS— BY  DISTRICTS 


ST.    CLAIR   DISTRICT,    NO.    1 


Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  L.  Mickle, 
Amherstburg 


No. 

47.   Wellington Chatham 

71.  Pr.  of  Wales Amherstburg 

73.  Erie Ridgetown 

80.  Ark Windsor 

88.  MacNabb Dresden 


No. 
119. 
153. 
164. 
239. 
250. 


King  Cyrus Leamington 

Sombra ...Wallaceburg 

Lome West  Lome 

Blenheim Blenheim 

Thomas  Peters Windsor 


LONDON    DISTRICT,    NO.    2 

Grand  Superintendent' — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gliddon  H.  Hardy,  Lambeth* 


No. 

3.  St.  John's London 

5.  St.  George's.- London 

15.  Wawanosh Sai  nia 

53.  Bruce Petrolia 

54.  Palestine St.  Thomas 

74.  Beaver. Strathioy 


No. 

78.  Minnewawa...- Parkhill 

81.  Aylmer Aylmei 

150.  London..._ London 

214.  Vimy Inwood 

238.  St.  Andrew London 

242.  St.  Paul's Lambeth 

247.  Nilestown Nilestown 


WILSON    DISTRICT,    NO.    3 

Grand  Superintendent — R.   Ex.   Comp.   Robert   D.    Montgomery, 
Woodstock. 


No. 

18.  Oxford Woodstock 

20.  Mount  Horeb Brantford 

23.  Ezra Simcoe 


No. 

41.  Harris Ingersoll 

115.  Brant Paris 


WELLINGTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    4 

Grand  Superintendent' — R.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  S.  Parkinson,  Orangeville. 


No. 

32.  Waterl oo Gait 

40.  Guelph Guelph 

(37.  Enterprise Palmerston 

S3.  Ionic Orangeville 


No. 

117.  Kitchener Kitchener 

218.  Prince  Edward....Shelbume 

221.  Durham Duiham 

234.  Halton Georgetown 

245.  Preston    Preston 
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HAMILTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    5 

Grand  Superintendent- — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Towers,  Hamilton. 


No. 

2.  The  Hiram Hamilton 

6.  St.  John's Hamilton 

75.  St.  Clair Milton 

104.  White  Oak Oakville 


No. 

155.  Ancaster Ancaster 

175.  The  Hamilton Hamilton 

224 .  Keystone Hamilton 

236.  Caledonia Caledonia 

243.  McKay Stoney  Creek 


HURON   DISTRICT.    NO.    6 

Grand   Superintendent' — R.    Ex.    Comp.    Hugh   Hill,    Goderich. 


No. 

24.  Tecumseh Stratford 

30.  Huron Goderich 

46    St.  James St.  Marys 

63.  Havelock Kincardine 

66.  The  Malloch Seaforth 


No. 
•84.  Lebanon Wingham 

129.  Elliot Mitchell 

130.  Chantry ...Southampton 

146.  Bernard Listowel 

147.  Lucknow.. ..Lucknow 


NIAGARA   DISTRICT,    NO.    7 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  H.  Brennan, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 


No. 

19.  Mt.  Moriah  ..St.  Catharines 

29.  McCallum Dunnville 

55.  Niagara.. ...Niagara 

57.  King  Hiram Pt.  Colborne 


No. 

64.  Willson Welland 

69.  Grimsby Grimsby 

76.  Mt.  Nebo Niagara  Falls 

184.  Hugh  Murray  ..Bridgeburg 

240.  Smithville Smithville 


TORONTO   EAST   DISTRICT,    NO.    8 

Grand  Superintendent' — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Francis  G.  McLean,  Toronto. 


No. 

4.  St.  Andrew  and  St. 

John Toronto 

8.  King  Solomon's Toronto 

60.  Doric Newmarket 

62.  York Toronto 

65.  St.  Paul's Toronto 

79.  Orient Toronto 


No. 

135.  Succoth Uxbridge 

145.  The  St.  Patrick Toronto 

163.  The  Beaches ......Toronto 

205.  Victoria Thornhill 

217.  St.  Alban's ....Toronto 

225.  Beaver Toronto 

235.  Aurora Aurora 

241.  University Toronto 
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TORONTO    WEST    DISTRICT,    NO.    8a 

Grand  Superintendent — R.   Ex.   Comp.   Isidor  Finberg,   Toronto. 


No. 

77.  Occident Toronto 

91.  Antiquity Toronto 

138.  Shekinah Toronto 

185 .  Toronto Toronto 

195.  Peel Brampton 

212.  Mount  Sinai Toronto 

215.  Mimico Mimico 


No. 

219.  Ulster.. Toronto 

220.  Lebanon Lambton  Mills 

230.  Port  Credit Port  Credit 

231.  St.  Clair Toronto 

232.  King  Cyrus Toronto 

233.  Oakwood Toronto 

246.  Humber  Weston 


GEORGIAN   DISTRICT,    NO.    9 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  David  R.  Dobie, 
Owen  Sound. 


No. 

27.  Manitou Collingwood 

34.  Signet Barrie 

56.  Georgian Owen  Sound 

70.  Grand  River  ....Bracebridge 


No. 

86.  Macpherson _ Meaford 

131.  Amabel Wiarton 

167.  Kichikewana Midland 

198.  Couchiching Orillia 


ONTARIO    DISTRJCT,    NO.    10 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Edward  Blanchard, 
Cannington. 


No. 

28.  Pentalpha Oshawa 

35.  Keystone Whitby 

36 .  Corinthian Peterboro ' 

37.  Victoria Port  Hope 

45.  Excelsior Colborne 

48.  St.  John's Cobourg 


No. 

94.  Midland Lindsay 

110.  Warkworth.. Warkworth 

134.  King  Darius  ....Cannington 

139.  St.  Andrew's Havelock 

168.  Ionic Camobellford 

249.  Palestine Bowmanville 


PRINCE    EDWARD    DISTRICT,    NO.    11 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  H.  Nugent, 
Belleville. 


No. 

7.  The  Moira Belleville 

26.  St.  Mark's Trenton 

31.  Prince  Edward Picton 

44.  Mount  Sinai Napanee 


No. 

72.  Keystone ._ Stirling 

144.  Presque     Isle Brighton 

161.  Madoc Madoc 

227.  Quinte  Friendship  Belleville 
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ST.    LAWRENCE   DISTRICT,    NO.    12 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  Fink,  Iroquois. 


No. 
1.  Ancient  Frontenac  and 

CataraquL— Kingston 

22.  Grenville Prescott 

59.  Sussex Brockville 

68.  Maitland N.  Augusta 


No. 

100.  St.  Lawrence Brockville 

112.  St.  John's  ._ Morrisburg 

1 13.  Covenant.- Cornwall 

132.  Leeds Gananoque 


OTTAWA   DISTRICT,    NO.    13 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  L.  McGregor' 
Smith's  Falls. 


No. 

1 6.  Carleton._ Ottawa 

61.  Granite._ Almonte 

1 14.  Bonnechere Renfrew 

116.  Maple Carleton  PL 

133.  St.  Francis Smith's  Falls 

143.  Glengarry Maxville 


No. 

148.  St.  John's Vankleek  Hill 

151.  Laurentian Pembroke 

210.  Kitchener Russell 

222.  Ottawa Ottawa 

226.  Prince  of  Wales Perth 

248.  Dochert Arnprior 


ALGOMA   DISTRICT,    NO.    14 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Hubert  S.  Galloway,  Kenora. 


No. 

82.  Shuniah Port  Arthur 

90.  Golden Kenora 

140.  Ft.  William Ft.  William 


No. 

149.  Atwood Rainy  River 

152.  Alberton Ft.  Francis 


NEW   ONTARIO   DISTRICT   NO.  15 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Horace  F.  Goodfellow, 
Sault  Ste.  Marie. 


No. 

58.  Pembroke Mattawa 

95.  Tuscan Sudbury 


No. 

102.  Algonquin,  Sault  Ste.  Marie 

103.  St.   John's North    Bay 


TEMISKAMINC    DISTRICT,  NO.  16 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alfred  Brian,  Haileybury. 


No. 

169.  Temiskaming 

New  Liskeard 
203.  Cobalt Cobalt 


No. 

213.  Northern  Lights.-Timmins 

223.  Abitibi Iroquois  Falls 

244.  Cochrane Cochrane 


UNATTACHED 

Acting  Grand  Superintendent — Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  Ian  MacLean, 
Dawson  City,  Y.T. 

No.  154.  Klondike : Dawson,  Y.T. 
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CHAPTER  RETURNS 


No. 


Name  of  Chapter 


Anct.  Frontenac  and 

Cataraqui 

The  Hiram 

St.  John's 

St.  And.  and  St. John 

St.  George's 

St.  John's 

The  Moira 

King  Solomon's 

Wawanosh 

Carleton 

Oxford 

Mt.  Moriah 

Mount  Horeb 

Grenville 

Ezra 

Tecumseh 

St.  Mark's 

Manitou 

Pentalpha 

McCallum 

Huron 

Prince  Edward 

Waterloo 

Signet 

Keystone 

Corinthian 

Victoria 

Guelph 

Harris 

Mount  Sinai 

Excelsior 

St.  James 

Wellington 

St.  John's 

Bruce 

Palestine 

Niagara 

Georgian 

King  Hiram 

Pembroke 

Sussex 

Doric 

Granite 

York 

Havelock 

Willson 

St.  Paul's 

The  Malloch 

Enterprise 

Maitland 

Grimsby 

Grand  River 

Prince  of  Wales 

Keystone 

Erie 

Beaver 

St.  Clair 

Mount  Nebo 

Occident 

Minnewawa 

Orient 

Ark 

Aylmer 

Shuniah 

Ionic 


Where  Held 


Kingston 

Hamilton 

London 

Toronto 

London 

Hamilton 

Belleville 

Toronto 

Sarnia 

Ottawa 

Woodstock .  .  . 
St.  Catharines 
Brantford 

Prescott 

Simcoe 

Stratford 

Trenton 

Collingwood .  . 

Oshawa 

Dunnville 

Goderich 

Picton 

Gait 

Barrie 

Whitby 

Peterborough . 
Port  Hope 

Guelph 

Ingersoll 

Napanee 

Colborne 

St.  Mary's 

Chatham 

Cobourg 

Petrolia 

St.  Thomas..  . 

Niagara 

Owen  Sound .  . 
Port  Colborne 

Mattawa 

Brockville 
Newmarket . . . 

Almonte 

Toronto 

Kincardine . .  . 

Welland 

Toronto 

Seaf orth 

Palmerston . .  . 
N.  Augusta. .  . 

Grimsby 

Bracebridge . . 
Amherstburg. 

Stirling 

Ridgetown 

Strathroy 

Milton 

Niagara  Falls. 

Toronto 

Parkhill 

Toronto 

Windsor 

Aylmer 

Port  Arthur. . 
Orangeville.  .  , 


Regular  Convocation 


Third  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Fourth  Wednesday 

Third  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Second  Thursday 

First  Tuesday 

Fourth  Thursday 

Second  Friday 

Third  Wednesday 

Third  Friday 

Second  Friday 

First  Friday 

Second  Tuesday 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

Fourth  Friday 

Third  Tuesday 

Fourth  Friday 

First  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 

Third  Tuesday 

Monday  on  or  af.  f.  m.. .  . 

Second  Monday 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Second  Friday 

Second  Friday 

Second  Friday 

Wednesday  af.  f.  m 

First  Tuesday 

Second  Monday 

Second  Thursday 

Fourth  Tuesday 

Third  Wednesday 

Second  Thursday 

First  Friday  af.  f   m 

Third  Tuesday 

First  Thursday 

Third  Tuesday 

Second  Wednesday 

First  Wednesday 

Second  Thursday 

Second  Friday 

Third  Friday 

Last  Wednesday 

Second  Wednesday 

Third  Monday 

Second  Tuesday 

First  Monday 

First  Monday 

Third  Thursday 

First  Friday 

Second  Monday 

Monday  af .  f .  m 

First  Monday 

Thursday  af .  f .  m 

Third  Friday 

Second  Friday 

First  Wednesday  af.  f.  m. 

Second  Thursday 

First  Monday 

First  Friday 

Third  Wednesday 

Second  Tuesday 
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CHAPTER  RETURNS  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1928 


First  Principal  Z. 

for  the  Year  1929 


Scribe  E. 
for  the  Year  1929 
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\\  .  II.  Gimblett 

Win.  Turner 

R.  G.  Fowler 

i  G.  Jackson .... 

R.  W.  Knapman 

( '.  Jl.  Jackson 

Victor  H.  Graves 

Thos.  B.  Crabtree    ... 

R.  E.  Strain 

P.  Lome  Young: 

];.  1).  McKenzie 

W.  J.  Rose 

R.  W.  ]•:.  McFadden.. 
R.  J.  McMillan 

I..  Kinjj; 

W.  A.  Wilson 

11.  E.  Mc  Clung 

A.  '  i.  .larman 

C.  J.  Pirie 

W.  T.  Fralick 

.1.  H.  Yrooman 

Dr.  G.  A.  Piatt 

F.  W.  Rutherford 

W.  F.  Cecil  MeMulkin 

Berman  L.  Taylor 

(I.  1).  Mann    

ill 

J.  T.  Power 

.'a-.  R,  Spavin 

Percy  l".  Laidley 

!'.  Purdy 

If.  (  .  Fischer 

H .  Arundel! 

Robt.  S.  (Jilohrist 

D.  W.  Duncan 

( .    Whitworth 

John  Lutz 



W.  E.  Street 

J.  H.  -  

Howard  L.  Bishop 

Roy  Rhine-hart 

w.  M   Johnson 

S.  li.  Thomas 

Jno.  R.  McKay     

('.  M   ( iarmichael 

\    i  I    K'rmx 



Wm.  s  jrimgeourn 

n  L.  niii      

Mark  Frampton 

Francis  P.  Warne 

F.  E.  Wilson 

E.  A   Carleton 

Dr.  R    ('    MeCuteheon 

Wm.  McWaddell 

W.  T    Dates        



D    W.  Markham 

R.  Bossenberrv 

Thos.  MeDonald 

C.  R.  Iwenv 

J.  B.  Clark' 

Geo.  Blanchard 

R.  Fairburn 


■  laham 

D.  R.  Gibson 

O.  Ellwood 

J  as.  J.  Andrews 

II.  I,.  Abell 

( reo.  1 1 .  Britton 

C.  B.  Scantlebury 
Stanley  G.  Tinker.  .  . 

W.  W  .  Simpson 

Stewart  bitten 

R.  V.  Morrison 

A.  \.  Lindsay 

F.  S.  Blain.  .' 

CM.  Scobie 

\.  R.  Smith 

Jno.  St.  venson 

M.  W.  Andison 

W.  B.  Whippe 

N.  W.  Purdy 

.I.E.  Yocom 

H.  C.  Dunlop 

.1.  I..  Graydon 

"hie 

Trueman  J.  Williams 
Win.  M.  Jernivn 

Chas    B.  Adair 

.1 .  W.  San  dels 

R.  M.  Finlay 

( ;•'().  Russell 

Ernesl  .1.  Wall 

J.  F.  Gordoh 

W.  F.  Jacobi 
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Lebanon 

Macpherson 

MacNabb 

Golden 

Antiquity 

Midland 

Tuscan 

St.  Lawrence 

Algonquin 

St.  John's 

White  Oak 

Warkworth 

St.  John's 

Covenant 

Bonnechere 

Brant 

Maple 

Kitchener 

King  Cyrus 

Elliot 

Chantry 

Amabel 

Leeds 

St.  Francis 

King  Darius 

Succoth 

Shekinah 

St.  Andrew's.. . . 
Fort  William.... 

Glengarry 

Presque  Isle 

The  St.  Patrick . 

Bernard 

Lucknow 

St.  John's 

Atwood 

London 

Laurentian 

Alberton 

Sombra 

Klondike 

Ancaster 

Madoc 

The  Beaches... . 

Lome 

Kiohikewana 

Ionic 

Temiskaming .  .  . 
The  Hamilton . . , 
Hugh  Murray . . . 

Toronto 

Peel 

Couchiching 

Cobalt 

Victoria 

Kitchener 

Mount  Sinai 

Northern  Lights 

Vimy 

Mimico , 

St.  Alban's 

Prince  Edward. 

Ulster 

Lebanon  


Wingham 

Meaford 

Dresden 

Kenora 

Toronto 

Lindsay 

Sudbury 

Brockville 

Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

North  Bay 

Oakville 

Warkworth 

Morrisburg ..... 

Cornwall 

Renfrew 

Paris 

Carleton  Place .  . 

Kitchener 

Leamington 

Mitchell 

Southampton .  .  . 

Wiarton 

Gananoque 

Smith's  Falls .  .  . 

Cannington 

Uxbridge 

Toronto 
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Fort  William... . 

Maxville ! . 

Brighton 
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Listowel 

Lucknow 
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Rainy  River .... 

London 

Pembroke 

Fort  Frances 
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Ancaster 

Madoc 

Toronto 

West  Lome 

Midland 
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Bridgeburg 

Toronto 

Brampton 
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Cobalt 
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Russell 
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Timmins 

Inwood 

Mimico 
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Shelburne 

Toronto 

Lambton  Mi  Us  . 


Third  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

Third  Friday 

Fourth  Wednesday 

Third  Thursday 

Second  Tuesday 

First  Thursday 

Fourth  Friday 

First  Thursday 

Third  Tuesday 

Monday  after  First  Wed. 

Third  Friday 

Third  Wednesday 

Third  Monday 

Third  Monday 

First  Wednesday 

Third  Friday 

First  Monday 

Second  Tuesday  b.f.m... 

Tuesday  b.  f .  m 

First  Thursday 

First  Thursday 

Second  Friday  af .  f .  m .  . 
Wednesday  af.  f.  m  .... 

Second  Thursday 

Second  Tuesday 

Fourth  Monday 

First  Friday 

Fourth  Friday 

Third  Tuesday 

Third  Saturday 

Friday  af .  f .  m 

Tuesday  af .  f .  m 

First  Friday 

Third  Thursday 

Third  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 
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Third  Thursday 

Third  Tuesday 

Tuesday  af .  f.  m 

First  Monday 

Wednesday  af.  f.  m 

Fourth  Friday 

Second  Tuesday 

First  Wednesday 

Third  Tuesday 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Monday 

First  Tuesday 

Second  Friday 

Third  Tuesday 

Third  Wednesday 

First  Friday 

First  Tuesday 

Third  Wednesday 

Monday  af .  f .  m 

First  Wednesday 

Fourth  Monday 

Third  Friday 

Third  Wedneeday 

Third  Wednesdav 
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Regular  Convocation 

221 

Third  Monday 

?,?,?, 

Third  Monday 

223 

Iroquois  Falls 

Fourth  Friday 

224 

225 

Second  Wednesday 

Third  Monday 

m 

Prince  of  Wales 

Quinte  Friendship.. 

Port  Credit 

The  St.  Clair 

Perth  

?,?,7 

Belleville 

230 

Port  Credit 

First  Friday 

231 

23? 

Second  Monday 
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First  Thursday 
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Third  Friday 
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Third  Friday 
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Fourth  Thursday 
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The  St.  Andrew 
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First  Wednesday 
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First  Tuesdav 
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St.  Paul's.... 
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McKay 
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First  Wednesday 
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Third  Monday 

24R 
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Third  Thursday 
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Arnprior 

Bowmanville 

Windsor 

First  Monday 
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Third  Monday 

250 

Thomas  Peters 

Second  Wednesday 
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First  Principal  Z 
for  the  Year  1929 


T.  M.  McFadden. . . . 

,1.  T.  Jackson 

Frank  E.  Bell 

Robert  W.  Turner. 

S.  Spencer 

11.  II.  Bedford  Jones. 

\V.  M.  Barlow 

R.  II.  Jamieson 

Art.  E.  Johnson 

T.  M.  Hoose 

A.  G.  Ackland 

W.  V.  Grant 

F.  S.  Babcock 

Peter   Vndersonn  .  .  .  . 

H.  I.  Orr 

J.  Lee  Gosnell 

A.  A.  Hutchison 

('has.  T.   Heelmer  .  .  . 

William  Heron 

Lome  Lee 

.1.  \V.  Smith 

11.  W.  Steel 

Arnold  R.  Smith .  .  .   . 

J.  G.  Green 

Arch.  McNab 

( ;    11.  Dickenson 

J.  B.  Henderson 


Scribe  E. 
for  the  Year  1929 


W     S    Hunter 

.1.  M.  Montgomery . 

.lames  I!.  Spence  .  .  . 
Fred  R.  Martin 

.!    E    Baker 

P.  O.  McLaren 

W.  I.  Cole 

Jas.  H.  Pinchin 

Herb.  Johnson 

Geo.  F.  Hills 

A.  W:  Acheson 

W.  H.  Long 

Frank  R.  Underbill 

T.  J.  Hicks 

J.  C.  Ball 

J.  L.  Rutherford.  .  . 

M.  R.  Hil! 

Percy  W.  Rogers    . 
J.  C.  Crinkhuv    . 

H.  Wrav 

A.  A.  Bovd 

H.  L.  Clare 

( Jhas.  W .  Long. . . 

G.  H.  Martin 

H.  C.  Gardner.  .  .  . 

J:  R.  Stutt 

W.  S.  Gillespie: 
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50 
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41 
60 

1 
13 
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31 
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38 
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30 
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36 
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35 

31 

10 
31 

26.077 

1.030 

9P 

46 

290 

486 

340 

26.135 

494 

436 

RECAPITULATION 

Number  of  Chapters 156 

Number  of  Members  December  31st,  1927 20,077 

Number  of  Registrations  December  31st,  1928.  . .    1,030 

Number  of  Joinings  December  3Nt,  1928 98 

Number  of  Restorations,  December  31st,  1928  ...  46 

1,174 

Number  of  Withdrawals,  December  31st,  1928.  .  .  290 
Number  of  Suspensions,  December  31st.  1928.  .  .  .  486 
Number  of  Deaths,  December  31st,  1928 340 

1,116 

Net  Gain 58 

Total  Membership,  December  31st,  1928 26,135 
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SUSPENSIONS. 

Chapter 

No.  1.  John  Joseph  Baker,  Stead  Sutcliffe  Lamb, 
Sherman  Albert  Caverly,  Ross  Gerald 
Guess,  Wm.  Samuel  Reed,  Wm.  John 
Foley,  Neil  Herkimer  Steward,  Marshall 
Reid,  Wm.  John  Thomson,  Wm.  David  Bresee, 
Chas.  E.  Miller,  Robert  A.  Hill,  Wm.  Arthur 
Hambly,  Ernest  Richardson,  Wm.  J.  Arneil, 
Edwin  F.  Elliott,  Gordon  Campbell  Dewar. 

No.  2.  Phillip  Davis,  Alexander  McGregor,  Walter 
Loveridge,  Frederick  Culen,  Elven  H.  Taylor, 
George  E.  Bond,  W.  T.  Bull,  L.  Holmes,  P.  W. 
Sephton,  Wm.  H.  Zelland. 

No.  3.  James  R.  Elliott,  W.  J.  Evans,  C.  H.  Gould,  H.  D. 
Mope,  J.  D.  Rhynd,  Arch.  Laughrey,  M.  J. 
Sutherland,  A.  D.  Williams. 

No.  4.  George  S.  Brown,  J.  R.  Brown,  Edmund  A.  Grant, 
E.  L.  Wickham,  Jack  Welsh. 

No.  5.  Geo.  Nelson  Smith,  Roy  Simpson,  J.  R.  Steele, 
Thomas  Henry  Barrett,  Oliver  Boug,  James 
Alexander  Gay,  John  Alexander  McFarlane, 
Kenneth  George  Clarke,  Culling  E.  F.  Knowlys, 
Stanley  Newton  Leeder,  William  Poole  Milroy, 
Charles  Edward  Pearson,  Wallace  Clarke 
Rumble,  William  Charles  Morgan,  Joseph 
Heaslip,  William  Ernest  Knight. 

No.  7.  Percy  McDavitt,  Peter  David  McPherson,  W.  H. 
Wrightmeyer,  Claude  F.  Wallace,  James 
Malcolm  Wilson. 

No.  8.  George  Bennie,  Bruce  Edwin  Murdock,  Harry  R. 
Williams,  Ernest  G.  Cahoon. 

No.  16.  John  Robert  Alexander,  Jack  Bilsky,  J.  Ogle  Carss, 
James  Bell  Donaldson,  Francis  William  Howe, 
William  John  Lamb,  Frank  Wesley  Maguire, 
David  Archibald  McLean,  Kenneth  Campbell 
Peterkin,  Richard  T.  Porter,  Sterling  Victor 
Suggett.  John  Balmforth  Stott,  William  James 
Skillen,  Morgan  Orford  White,  Robert  John 
Willoughby,  Harry  P.  Wright. 

No.  18.  Clifford  E.  Bean,  Alfred  McEwan,  Gordon  Edwin 
Sage,  Malcolm  Patrick  Glaves. 

No.  20.  William  Kime,  David  Webster,  D.  Grant  McKay,  G. 
Gibbs,  J.  W.  Laird,  David  Mcintosh,  V.  Essig, 
L.  M.  Carver,  Chas.  Dunlop,  J.  H.  Moss,  A. 
Perry. 

No.     22.     John  Baker. 

No.     23.     Paull  Clark  Robinson,  Frederick  Wm.  Snell. 

No.     24.     J.  B.  Brown,  W.  C.  Bradshaw,  J.  H.  Beaumont. 

No.     28.     Frank  E.  Hallitt,  Morley  J.  Hillman. 
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No.  31.  Fred.  E.  McDonald,  Hubert  McDonald,  Charles  E. 
McGillivray,  Joseph  Mellor,  Kenneth  Brooks, 
C.  H.  Crockett,  Donald  H.  Fraser,  James  H. 
Allison,  Canniff  Haight,  Luther  Shourds, 
Nicholas  D.  Gilbert,  Albert  C.  Wagorn. 

No.  32.  Harvey  Llewellyn  Wilson,  William  Edward  Thomp- 
son. 

No.  34.  Percy  Frederick  Hodley,  George  H.  White,  WTm. 
Edwin  Yong,  John  Crawford  Miller,  Wm. 
George  Tooke,  Bruce  Emerson  Keill,  David 
Thomas  Brown. 

No.     35.     Albert  Henry  Greenwood,  Fred.  D.  Maundrell. 

No.     40.     Albert   W.    Smith,    Frank   W.     Chappell,    William 

Cavanagh,    Albert    Wills    Ogg,   John    George 

Wilson,  John  Stanley  Menich,  William  Knight, 

George  Yates,  James  Robert  Anderson,  Arthur 

•  Edward  Quaiffe,  W.  D.  Farrow. 

No.     45.     C.  H.  Byers. 

No.     46.     Alfred  Smith,  Wm.  R.  Martin,  Mervin  A.  Schofield. 

No.     48.     H.  Frank  Pillsworth. 

No.  54,  John  Johnston,  Samuel  Webb,  Lewis  Boyd,  C. 
Frank  Clark. 

No.     56.     Leighton  S.  Walker. 

No.  58.  Rupert  J.  Leach,  John  Duncan  Christie,  William 
John  Jardine,  John  Ephriam  Fraser,  John 
Baptiste  Jardine,  William  Napoleon  Vaughan. 

No.  62.  Richard  I.  Fry,  George  R.  N.  Collins,  Charles  Nicoll, 
Thomas  H.  Scott,  Ethelbert  D.  Whan. 

No.  64.  Samuel  L.  Lambert,  John  F.  Grassie,  David  G. 
Figgin,  Blake  L.  Booth,  James  E.  McVicker, 
Ralph  D.  Simpson,  Donald  Sharpe,  M.  J.  Mc- 
Alpin,  William  Eclestrand,  W.  Roy  Yokom, 
J.  H.  Creese,  Albert  P.  Brown,  J.  Y.  Albon, 
Alex.  Moran,  Arthur  D.  Johnson,  Wilfred 
Berkinshaw,  Seth  Welford. 

No.  69.  Amos  P.  Fisher,  Frederick  J.  Cross,  Enos  L.  Fisher, 
T.  E.  Weir,  M.  Davis  Irvin. 

No.  71.  V.  H.  Chisholm,  Asa  Garnet  Stewart,  Wm.  Charles 
Inch,  Bertrand  Edward  Abbott,  Isaac  Middle- 
ton,  Henry  E.  Fuller. 

No.  72.  Frank  Johnson,  William  M.  Chandler,  Charles  A. 
Welsh,  Frederick  A.  Windover,  Robert  J. 
Moore,  Percy  W.  Mikel,  William  A.  Jones. 

No.     73.     Fred.  D.  Bates. 

No.  75.  Geo.  Armstrong  Griffith,  Charles  Edward  Hollin- 
rake,  Albert  Edwin  Smith. 

No.  76.  John  Hamilton  Stuart,  N.  C.  Burdick,  Walter  D. 
Garner,  Geo.  Brundage,  Haggai   A.  A.  Cook. 

No.  77.  Robert  G.  Furness,  Harry  Hynes,  Joseph  H.  Shuter, 
George  Anstee,  John  Chester,  Alfred  Buckley, 
Andrew  John  Garling,  B.  W.  Copley,  Samuel 
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L.  Hall,  Henry  William  Hart,  Thomas 
Pritchard. 

No.  79.  Thos.  F.  Anderson,  John  Espie,  Sydney  F.  Lankin, 
John  McKay,  Robt.  H.  MacLean,  John  Mc- 
Naughton,  J  as.  Mitchell,  J.  J.  Monkman,  John 
Matthews,  John  N.  Williams,  Chas.  T.  Pearson. 

No.  80.  John  James  Beechill,  Edward  A.  Gabus,  Geo.  Albert 
Grant,  Lewis  Hill,  Andrew  Laing,  A.  S.  Mor- 
bury,  Edward  Watford,  H.  L.  Arbuckle,  J. 
Wallace,  J.  A.  MacDonald  Jeffrey,  Wm.  Arthur 
Brown. 

No.     81.     Frederick  C.  Muller,  Herman  Wisson. 

No.  82.  W.  J.  Smiley,  Charles  Hutcheon,  R.  W.  Fisher, 
Harry  Dulmage,  James  A.  Stewart,  J.  H. 
Eastham,  W.  J.  Stirrett,  H.  E.  Rogers,  J.  L. 
McMillan,  Neil  Mclver,  J.  G.  Leggatt,  C.  F. 
Leggatt,  Oakley  C.  Hall. 

No.     84.     Henry  Smith  Pendleton,  E.  J.  Mitchell. 

No.     86.     William  Moore,  Joseph  Jordan. 

No.  91.  Gordon  Allingham,  Earl  Frederick  Abell,  Frederick 
Bragg,  Charles  Frederick  Cansfield,  Herbert 
Cockcroft,  George  Oscar  Cawker,  Lloyd 
Harvey  Collins,  Alfred  M.  Deans,  Robert 
Albert  Dunlop,  John  Ought  Drummer,  Gordon 
Cameron  David,  John  Easton,  Thomas  Henry 
Ferguson,  Edmond  Philip  Forsey,  George  Carl 
Frederick,  Thomas  A.  Glover,  Wm.  Gladstone 
Griffith,  Wm.  Christopher  Grover,  Wm.  Thayer 
Glidden,  Edmond  Peter  Giradot,  J.  Lemon  Gal- 
braith,  Frederick  Wm.  Hider,  Bertram  Hardill, 
Richard  Hayes,  George  Hibbard,  John  Arthur 
Harris,  Edwin  Irvin  Harrington,  Elisha  George 
Hunt,  Wm.  Russell  Hermiston,  Herbert  S.  Hoi- 
born,  Francis  Thomas  Kinsella,  William  Kirby, 
Alfred  Henry  Loveridge,  William  Livingstone, 
Jesse  Leonard  Laughton,  Harry  J.  Long,  John 
Martin,  Thomas  Matthews,  Henry  Philip  Mang, 
John  McKinnon,  George  Wishart  McKellar, 
Wm.  Gurnett  Pink,  John  Henry  Pridham, 
Charles  Richard  Pearce,  Wm.  Henry  Pineo, 
Mark  Johnson  Paterson,  Benjamin  R.  Pearsall, 
John  Hector  Robertson,  Frederick  D.  Robert- 
son, Carl  N.  Schrag,  Wellington  Snyder,  Harry 
Percy  Stagg,  Joseph  Smith,  Alexander  W. 
Stringer,  James  Quarrie  Tamblyn,  William  J. 
J.  Terry,  Garnett  Blake  Upper,  David  Wright, 
Walter  H.  Whyte,  Stanley  Arnold  Waggatt, 
Leonard  Hammond  Wilkes,  Edward  W. 
Wright,  Henry  Winterbottom,  Alexander 
Munro  Anderson,  Frederick  Thomas  Henry 
Beaumont,  George  Andrew  Bentley,  Ernest 
Corey,  Reginald  Robert  Fraser. 


No. 
No. 
No. 

102. 
110. 
113. 

No. 

117. 

No. 
No. 

130. 
135. 

No. 

138. 

No. 
No. 

139. 
140. 

No. 
No. 

144. 
145. 

No. 

150. 

No. 
No. 

152. 
153. 

ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929       229 

James  Findlay,  Archibald  H.  Hugill. 

George  Murray  Walker. 

William  Ault,  Matthew  W.  Ridley,  A.  Carleton 
Pitts,  Nathan  J.  Roth. 

Joseph  H.  McCutcheon,  Charles  McCutcheon,  Ed- 
ward J.  Fisher. 

Samuel  Horace  Hawkins,  Roy  Frederick  Thomson. 

Adam  Wallace,  George  A.  Cole,  Wallace  Victor 
Hocken,  Miles  Vanluven,  Samuel  Armstrong, 
Albert  John  Slatter. 

Farnk  B.  Goodman,  Henry  Burleigh  Whitney, 
Reginald  Wm.  Rutter,  David  Edgar. 

William  Harry  Harper,  John  Lome  MacLean. 

Allan  McKay,  Kenneth  McDonald,  E.  E.  Orser, 
John  Page,  John  Henry  Zurbigge,  Winfield  S. 

Damond  G.  Wells,  Thomas  Stanley  Wells. 

Wilfred  Bruce  Ballanger,  Arnold  B.  Conger,  John 

Robert    Grimshaw,    Joseph    Arthur    Hudson, 

Arthur  Lindsay. 
George  Black,  Samuel  Lewis,  Sam  Vassall,  William 

Russell  Bailey,  Herbert  Roy  Henderson. 
Russell  Herman  Pattison. 
Allen  L.  Cameron,  William  N.  McCoy,  Alexander 

Sutherland,  A.  W.  D.  Yule. 
No.  154.     William  Oscar  Templeton,  Grace   Crouse,    William 

Wallace   Chipman,     Louis   L.     Krause,    Hugh 

Cutting. 
No.  155.     David  Smith,  Jno.  McNiven,  Norman  Kern,  Adam 

Beattie,   Walter  D.    Forster,    Merton    Smith, 

Frank.  Lloyd  Britton,  James  William  Mason, 

Chas.  Allen  Fisher,  Jno.  Geo.  Chappel,  Robert 

Roll,  Joseph  Ewart  Mart. 
No.  164.     Hartley  Robinson,  St.  Clair  Liddell. 
No.  168.     H.  E.  C.  Salisberry. 
No.  184.     Ward  R.  Kraffe,  Thos.  Raney,  Jacob  Nagel,  Arthur 

H.  Nolan. 
No.  185.     Albert  E.  Weston,  Gilbert  Long. 
No.  195.     Samuel     A.     Dolson,     Thomas     Henry     McKillip, 

William  Edward  Core,  Robert  Nelson. 
No.  198.     Edward  Farwell,  Wentworth  Smith,  S.  Burns,  Harry 

Smith,  S.  Harvie,  Duncan  McDougall. 
No.  205.     Thos.  Harper.  Lome  Johnson,  James  Atkinson,  F. 

W.  Routley,  G.  T.  Sloan,  Albert  Double. 
No.  210.     James  A.  Cochran,  George    A.   Dixon,  H.    Hooks, 

John  B.  Foster. 
No.  212.     Max.  D.  Eisen,  Benjamin  Cohen,  Irving  Maldaver. 
No.  213.     David     McDougal,     John     T.     McGregor,     Ernest 

Humphreys. 
No.  215.     Geo.  Cowan,  W.  Robertson,  Joseph  Weston,  William 

McRae,  W.  J.  McClentock. 
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No.  217.     Burt  Spence,  James    Lackey,  John    B.    Williams, 

Sydney     T.     Stephens,     Percy     Luttrell,     B. 

Emmanuel    Martin,    Norman    Bird,   John     0. 

Slatter,  Clarence  Douglas,  Herbert  A.  Bums, 

Geo.  A.  Moffatt. 
No.  218.     James  Higgins,  Wm.  Henry  Page,  Samuel  White, 

Wesley  Stewart  Mitchell,  William  Gemen,  John 

A.  Hogg. 
No.  219.     Edward  P.  Wilson,   Norman   Rogers,  John   Leslie 

Weir,  Fred.  E.  Wilford,  George  Brain,  Richard 

Bell,  Walter  H.  G.  Croucher,  Franklin  Nichols, 

Rev.  E.  G.  Burgess  Browne,  Dennis  Brown. 
No.  223.     Albert     Linton    Bridge,     Joseph    James    Hubert, 

William  Robert  Rolfe,  William  Ramsay. 
No.  224.     Arthur  Lainchbury,  Bertram  Webster,  William  G. 

Davidge,  J.  P.  McLeod,  Stanley  Albert  Boond. 
No.  225.     Fred.  W.  Nolan,  Wallace  G.  Brown. 
No.  231.     Arthur  Davis,  George  A.  Lee,  Fred.  W.  Pollard. 
No.  234.    Albert  E.  Parker,  Albert  T.  Parker. 
No.  239.    J.   H.   Colhar,   George  Bowden,   E.   M.   Shewbury, 

John  Mclntyre,  George  F.  Dalley. 
No.  240.     Charles  Moseley  Dumas,  Frank  W.  Upper,  Ernest 

Patterson. 
No.  242.     Ernest  Nelson  Chesham. 

RESTORATIONS. 

E.  C.  A.  Crawford. 

Guy  H.  Pugh. 

W.  A.  Mason. 

Walter  J.  Thomas. 

Robert  E.  Ryerson. 

Everett  Grier  Cross. 

Henry  Theodore  Scott. 

Lawrence  Maxwell. 

Charles  William  Inksater. 

John  Wesley  Breakey. 

Samuel  Robert  McClelland. 

George   A.  Bailey,  Norman  Easterly,   Milford  M. 

Meacham,  Victor  H.  Longstaffe. 
Henry  Grawburg. 
Walter    J.    Jones,    Thomas    Badger,    Wm.    John 

Hamilton,   Robert   Bain,   Robt.   Geo.   Murray, 

N.  C.  Burdick. 
John  A.  Kerrin. 
Jesse  Allen,  Harry  Kingscott. 
John  W.  Adams. 
Allan  Lougheed  Maxwell. 
Rowland  B.  Orr. 
W.  A.  McCauley,  Joseph  Errington,  Henrick  Adolf 

Waern. 


Chapter 

No. 

1. 

No. 

2. 

No, 

3. 

No. 

5. 

No. 

20. 

No. 

24. 

No. 

28. 

No. 

46. 

No. 

55. 

No. 

62. 

No. 

70. 

No. 

72. 

No. 

73. 

No. 

76. 

No. 

77. 

No. 

79. 

No. 

80. 

No. 

83. 

No. 

91. 

No. 

95. 
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No. 

100. 

L.  S.  Davidson. 

No. 

102. 

Robert  John  Lang. 

No. 

110. 

Frederick  Simmons. 

No. 

112. 

Harry  Winstanley. 

No. 

140. 

Fred.  A.  Fair,  William  Duffus. 

No. 

145. 

Clarence  Bell. 

No. 

169. 

Smith  Ballentyne,  A.  H.  Stewart. 

No. 

185. 

Fred.  H.  Robinson,  Chas.  Albert  Matthews. 

No. 

213. 

Robt.  Philips  Teare. 

No. 

223. 

William  Ramsay. 

No. 

225. 

Edward  Neville. 

We   lay   upon   your   well-earned   grave 

The  wreath  of  asphodel, 
We  speak  above  your  peaceful  face 

The    tender   word    "Farewell!" 
And  well  you  fare  in  God's  good  care 

Somewhere  within  the  blue, 
You  know  to-day  your  dearest  dreams 

Are  true — and  true — and  true." 
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LIKE  HIM 

"To  be  like  Him  in  thought  and  deed, 
To  sacrifice  for  others'  need, 
To  go  about  just  doing  good — 
That  is  the  life  He  understood. 

"To  train  our  intellects  divine, 
To  let  our  hearts  in  love  entwine, 
To  tune  our  wills  to  Heaven's  song — 
That  is  the  life  for  which  men  long. 

"To  follow  Him,  to  have  that  rest 
Which  comes  to   all  whom  he  has  blessed, 
To  merge  our  lives  into  His  soul — 
That  is  for  man  a  worthy  Goal. 

— Walter  H.  Bonn. 


Their    spirits    are    now    enjoying    the    Garden    of 
Eden— 

"Where  the  faded  flower  shall  freshen, 
Freshen  never  more  to  fade; 
Where  the  shaded  sky  shall  brighten, 

Brighten  never  more  to  shade; 
Where  the  sun  blaze  never  scorches; 

Where  the  star  beams  cease  to  chill; 
Where  no  tempest  stirs  the  echoes 

Of  the  wood  or  wave  or  hill; 
Where  no  shadow  shall  bewilder; 

Where  life's  parade  is  o'er; 
Where  the  sleep  of  sin  is  broken, 
And  the  dreamer  dreams  no  more." 
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W&  understand  death  for  the  first  time,  when  he 
puts  his  hand  upon  one  whom  we  love. 


M.   EX.   COMPANION 

Etcfjarb  £.  Spencer 

GRAND  Z.,  1922.3 
GRAND  REPRESENTATIVE  NEBRASKA 


DIED  AUGUST  4th,  1928 


TRENTON,  ONT. 


R.  EX.  COMPANION 

fames;  $.  Colben 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 
PRINCE   EDWARD   DISTRICT,  No,  11 


DIED   MARCH  8th,  1928 


PICTON,  ONT. 


R.  EX.  COMPANION 

€.  $.  Puttertoorti) 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

CENTRAL   DISTRICT,    (REPLACED  BY 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT) 


DIED  APRIL  28th,  1928 


OTTAWA,  ONT. 
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R.  EX.  COMPANION 

Babib  &.  Clark,  Jfl.B. 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

TORONTO  DISTRICT,  No.  8 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVE  OREGON 


DIED  JUNE  14th,  1928 


OTTAWA,  ONT. 


R.  EX.  COMPANION 

Samuel  €.  ^as&more 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 
WILSON  DISTRICT,  No.  3 


DIED  SEPTEMBER  15th,  1927 


BRANTFORD,  ONT. 


R.  EX.  COMPANION 

^tlltam  iitftnsion 

PAST  GRAND   SCRIBE  N. 


DIED   SEPTEMBER  9th,   1928 


TORONTO,  ONT. 


R.  EX.  COMPANION 

Hot-stem  9.  Pos# 

PAST  GRAND   SCRIBE  N. 


DIED  JANUARY  13th,  1929 


LONDON,  ONT. 
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V.  EX.  COMPANION 

James  #lanbtile 

PAST  GRAND  SENIOR  SOJOURNER 
DIED  MAY  17th,  1928 


TORONTO,  ONT. 


V.  EX.  COMPANION 

2|ugl)  8L  Jfflacfeap 

PAST  GRAND  SENIOR  DEACON 
GRAND   REPRESENTATIVE   OHIO 


DIED  DECEMBER  29th,  1928 


HAMILTON,   ONT. 


V.  EX.  COMPANION 

l^tUtam  JfflcEeoton 

PAST  GRAND  MASTER  OF  FOURTH  VEIL 


DIED    JANUARY    8th,   1928 


BELLEVILLE,  ONT. 


V.  EX.  COMPANION 

Jfltlo  $.  Steele 

PAST   GRAND   SWORD   BEARER 


DIED  JULY  21st,  1928 


CARLETON  PLACE,  ONT. 
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V.  EX.  COMPANION 

S.  $.  Cfjasie 

PAST  GRAND  STEWARD 


DIED  APRIL  9th,  1928. 


PORT  ARTHUR,  ONT. 


Be  of  good  cheer  about  death,  and  know  this  of 
truth,  that  no  evil  can  happen  to  a  good  man,  either 
in  life  or  after  death. 


* 
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Dcatijs 

No  man  who  is  fit  to  live  need  fear  to  die. 

Chapter 

No.  1.  Anthony  Malone,  Jan.  27th,  1928;  A.  W. 
Winnett,  Oct.  27th,  1928;  Charles 
Turner,  Jan.  21st,  1928;  Wallace  Mont- 
gomery, April  28th,  1928;  Alex.  Fowler, 
Nov.  29th,  1928;  A.  Bu  Williamson, 
Dec.  24th,  1928. 

No.  2.  David  T.  Bloom,  July  17th,  1927;  Sper- 
man  E.  Townsand,  Sept.  5th,  1927;  R. 
M.  Griffin,  Sept.  18th,  1927;  Allen  Earl, 
July  27th,  1928;  J.  H.  Herring,  Dec. 
16th,  1928. 

No.  3.  John  Armour,  July  31st,  1928;  Wm.  R. 
Grant,  June  19th,  1928;  Fred.  Morgan, 
Dec.  28th,  1927;  George  Prodger,  Feb. 
20th,  1928;  Hugh  McPherson,  Oct.  3rd, 
1928;  Isaac  Newell,  Dec.  26th,  1928. 

No.  4.  James  Glanville,  May  17th,  1928;  W.  E. 
Struthers,  April  20th,  1928;  James 
Edwin  Curran,  July  12th,  1928. 

No.  5.  George  Boyce,  Jan.  17th,  1928;  Willett 
Maylard,  May  9th,  1928;  Root.  Mc- 
intosh, Simmie,  May  1st,  1928; 
Henry  Hicks  Hummiston,  March 
6th,  1928;  Chas.  R.  Furness, 
March  28th,  1928;  W.  J.  Underwood, 
Aug.  6th,  1928;  Chas.  Frederick  Nue, 
Oct.  10th,  1928;  Chas.  Edward  Robert- 
son, Oct.  23rd,  1928;  John  Stevenson, 
Mar.  26th,  1928;  Arthur  Borland,  Nov. 
23rd,  1928. 

No.  6.  Sidney  Walling,  Jan.  14th,  1928;  Albert 
Jennings,  Feb.  11th,  1928;  William 
Rowley,  Feb.  13th,  1928 ;  Charles  Black- 
man,  Mar.  13th,  1928;  James  Ola,  May 
9thv  1928;  George  Tuckett,  July  2nd, 
1928;  William  McAndrew,  July  3rd, 
1928;  Charles  H.  Pilgrim,  Aug.  18th, 
1928;  Hugh  A.  Mackay,  Dec.  29th,  1928. 

No.  7.  William  McKeown,  Jan.  8th,  1928;  Wm.  R. 
Meyers  Gilbert,  Feb.  7th,  1928;  Joseph 
A.    Davies,    May    26th,    1928;    W.    W. 
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No.       8. 


No.     15. 


No.  16. 

No.  18. 

No.  19. 

No.  20. 


No.  22. 

No.  23. 

No.  24. 

No.  26. 


Anderson,  May  28th,  1928;  Lome  W. 
Marsh,  June  4th,  1928;  Samuel  S. 
Lozier,  July  4th,  1928;  Benedict  A.  Fox, 
Nov.  19th,  1928;  Robert  T.  Gray,  (no 
date  given). 

F.  Steward,  Nov.  26th,  1928;  E.  W.  Owens, 
Nov.  11th,  1928;  D.  A.  Clark,  July  14th, 
1928;  William  Stinson,  Sept.  9th,  1928; 
J.  W.  Johnson,  April,  1928;  John  H. 
Copp,  July,  1928. 

James  Woods,  April  30th,  1928;  J.  C.  Mc- 
Naughton,  April  28th,  1928;  William 
McLeister,  May  15th,  1928;  L.  N. 
Phippen,  Oct.  14th,  1928;  W.  T.  McKee, 
Feb.  19th,  1928;  E.  H.  G.  Langley,  June 
15th,  1928;  William  T.  Goodison,  Dec. 
3rd,  1928;  Arthur  Nash,  Dec.  15th, 
1928 

Enoch  B.  Butterworth,  April  28th,  1928; 
Ernest  Edward  Hooper,  June  18th, 
1928;  Isaac  Potter,  Oct.  26th,  1928; 
George  Henry  Millen,  Nov.  3rd,  1928. 

F.  J.  Ure,  Nov.  11th,  1928;  J.  T.  Robin- 
son, April  7th,  1928;  H.  W.  Eggman, 
Oct.  4th,  1928. 

James  E.  Ruddle,  March  22nd,  1928;  Dan 
C.  Caldwell,  March  4th,  1928;  Bruce 
Chapmall,  Feb.  14th,  1928;  J.  A.  Grobb, 
May  25th,  1928. 

Samuel  F.  Passmore,  Sept.  15th,  1927; 
Robert  Moore,  Oct.  8th,  1927;  John 
Dougdale,  Sept.  10th,  1928;  J.  F. 
Matthews,  Sept.  15,  1928;  William  G. 
Book,  Dec.  1st,  1928. 

John  Tyner,  April  26th,  1928. 

Edward  Morgan,  6th  March,  1928. 

John  Marly,  Sept.  30th,  1928;  J.  H.  Robin- 
son, May  29th,  1928. 

Wm.  N.  -Gill,  Jan.  6th,  1928;  Richard  H. 
Spencer,  Aug.  6th,  1928;  Robert  Robert- 
son, October  8th,  1928;  George  R. 
Robertson,  October  29th,  1928;  William 
Elgin  Smith,  Dec.  19th,  1928. 
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No.     27.     Maurice  Gruller,  Jan.   19th,   1928;   James 

Wilson,  May  19th,  1928;  Thomas  Edgar 

McKim,  May  24th,  1928;  Wm.  J.  Swain, 

Aug.  23rd,  1928. 
No.     28.     Carl  August  Laube,  Mar.  29th,  1928. 
No.     29.     John  E.  Oldfield,  Nov.  11th,  1928. 
No.     30.     Robert  H.  Cutt,  Feb.  12th,  1928;  Alexander 

Saunders,  Oct.  10th,  1928. 
No.     31.     Peter    Clarke    McNee,    Jan.     3rd,     1928; 

William  Porter,  Feb.  2nd,  1928;  James 

H.  Colden,  March  8th,  1928;  William  W. 

Fitzgerald,   April  5th,   1928;    John    A. 

Rundle,  May    26th,   1928;    William    C. 

Killip,  June  11th,  1928;   E.   Scott,  Oct. 

28th,    1928;    Christopher    Atkins,    Dec. 

12th    1928 
No.     34.     Thomas     Wilber     Robbins,     April,     1928; 

Daniel  White  LeRoy,  June  11th,  1928; 

Louis     Ireland   Vair,     Feb.    9th,    1928; 

William  John  Martin,  Nov.  26th,  1928. 
No.     35.     Anson     G.    Henderson,    Jan.    9th,     1928; 

Arthur  Thomas  Lawler,  Nov.  24th,  1928; 

Thomas  Gill  Deverell,  Sept.  18th,  1928; 

B.  S.  Fitzgerald,  March,  1928;  Francis 

L,  Farewell,  Jan.  26th,  1928. 
No.     36.     Richard   P.  Watt,  Sept.   30th,  1928;  Ben- 
jamin Stacey,  Oct.  19th,  1928. 
No.     40.     William  Rupert  Curzon,  March  11th,  1928. 
No.     41.     James  A.  Cornfoot,  Aug.  7th,  1928. 
No.     44.     Dr.   Milton   Ash    McQuade,   March     12th, 

1928;     James     McMurrin,     Sept.     13th, 

1928 
No.     47.     Charles  Smith,  Feb.  20th,  1928;  Charles  H. 

Squarebrigg,  March  24th,  1928. 
No.     48.     William  Harston,  May  3rd,  1928. 
No.     53.     John  Fraser,  Feb.  1st,  1928;  William  Hod- 

ger,  Sept.  28th,  1928;  Charles  Richmond, 

Aug.  5th,  1928;  Alfred  Foien,  Feb.  12th, 

1927;  George  Lambert,  Sept,  15th,  1928. 
No.     54.     James    Atcheson,  Feb.   19th,   1928;    Wm. 

Frazer,    (date    not    given) ;     Frederick 

Bond,  March  15th,  1928;  O.  W.  Smith, 
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Oct.   3rd,   1927;   A.  W.   Campbell,   May 

9th,  1929. 
George  Waugh;  Sept.  23rd,  1928. 
Archie  Stewart  Ruttle,  April  22nd,  1929; 

A.  Ernest  Cummings,  Aug.  20th,  1928. 
James   Edward   Hollingshead,   Sept.   25th, 

1928. 
Robert  M.  Patterson,  Feb.  4th,  1928. 
H.  A.  Nicholls,  Jan.  6th,  1928;  J.  C.  Lines, 

Jan.  26th,  1928;  Joseph  Francis,  Sept. 

1st,  1928;  John  Gerald  Bain,  Oct.  31st, 

1928. 
Henry  Innes,  Feb.  14th,  1928. 
George  Aylmer  Macpherson,  March  22nd, 

1928;  Herbert  Macdonald  Mowat,  May, 

1928;  William  Mulock,  Dec.  16th,  1928. 
Wm.  G.  Neil,  Sept.  7th,  1928. 
John  B.  McCready,  Jan.  10th,  1928;  W.  J. 

Huston,  Jan.,  1928;  Robert  Holton,  Jan., 

1928. 
Samuel  Botham,  June  22nd,  1928. 
Arthur  H.  Phipps,  Dec.  27th,  1928;   Ernest 

W.  Aldridge,  Oct.  1st,  1928. 
No.     70.     David  Harvie  Colquhoun,  Feb.  5th,  1928; 

William  Fraser,  May  11th,  1928;  Walter 

Lumsden,  (no  date  given);  Harry  Corri- 

gan,  Nov.  29th,  1928. 
No.     71.     Wm.  Geo.  Pettypiece,  June  10th,  1928. 
No.     72.     James  M.  Fargey,  Feb.  1st,  1928;  Garnet 

McFarland,   May   16th,   1928. 
No.     73.     John  Mowbray,  Jan.  30th,  1928;  William 

Koehler,  July  18th,  1928;  Duncan  P.  Mc- 

Phail,  Dec.  7th,  1928. 
No.     74.     Ruben  Walters,  June,   1927;   John  Smith, 

Aug.   16th,   1916;   Neil   Campbell,    July 

24th,  1923;  Chas.  Bateman,  June  18th, 

1922;  Walter  Bowley,  May  28th,  1926; 

Reginald  Brown,  July  24th,  1928. 
No.     76.     George     Stanley     Phemister,     September, 

1928;   John  R.    Bonner,  August,    1928; 

Chas.  Kellar,  June    7th,  1898;    Thomas 

Sills,  1919. 


No. 
No. 

56. 
59. 

No. 

60. 

No. 
No. 

61. 
62. 

No. 
No. 

63. 
65. 

No. 
No. 

66. 
67. 

No. 
No. 

68. 
69. 
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No.     77. 


No.     78. 
No.     79. 


No.     80. 


No. 

81 

No. 

82 

No. 
No. 

83 

84 

No. 
No. 

No. 

86 
88 
90 

No.    91. 


Robert  Gallagher,  Feb.  12th,  1928;  Arthur 
L.  Spacey,  June  1st,  1928;  James  Paul, 
May  24th,  1928;  Frederick  W.  Davies, 
Nov.  3rd,  1928;  Willard  Douglas 
Shriner,  July  7th,  1928;  Joseph  Everett 
Mallough,  Dec.  9th,  1928;  Joseph 
Walker,  July  13th,  1928;  Gordon  John 
Cottenden,  Sept.  17th,  1928. 

George  Sutherland,  Oct.  7th,  1928. 

George  Innes,  Dec.  9th,  1927;  F.  A.  Morri- 
son, Jan.  16th,  1928;  William  Tafts, 
March  16th,  1928;  Ernest  W.  Nicholson, 
April  3rd,  1928;  J.  W.  Ingraham,  June 
1st,  1928;  Edward  H.  Smith,  Aug.  22nd, 
1928;  Sydney  Chas.  Parker,  Nov.  30th, 
1928. 

A.  W.  Bannister,  Feb.  5th,  1928;  W.  W. 
Allen,  Feb.  11th,  1928;  F.  W.  Graham, 
Aug,  22nd,  1928;  Chas.  Lewis  Chilvers, 
Aug.  30th,  1928;  Hugh  Mc Alpine,  Oct. 
12th,  1928;  Charles  Smith,  Nov.  28th, 
1928. 

William  C.  Bingham,  Sept.  6th,  1928; 
Arthur  Barons,  Feb.  4th,  1928;  George 
William  Garrett,  Nov.  6th,  1928. 

Alfred  H.  Chase,  April  9th,  1928;  John  H. 
Cook,  May,  1928;  John  Ritchie,  July, 
1928;  Wm.  Cowley,  August,  1928; 
Wm.  Currie  Dobie,  Nov.  13th,  1928. 

James  McGregor,  (no  date  given). 

Rev.  Adam  Linton,  Mar.  24th,  1928;  James 
Fox,  March  18th,  1928;  William  J. 
Boyce,  Sept.  28th,  1928. 

Robinson  Alexander  Hall,  Oct.  18th,  1928. 

James  Edward  Meredith,  Dec.  9th,  1928. 

S.  S.  Scovil,  Dec.  26th,  1927;  Norman 
Beverley  Jones,  July  8th,  1928;  Albert 
Edward  McAmmond,  Dec.  19th,  1925. 

Frederick  Wm.  Dunn,  April,  1927;  Thos. 
Edmund  Love,  April  26th,  1927;  Wm.  R. 
Corneil,  Jan.  29th,  1928;  J.  Bernard 
Devins,   March   14th,   1928;   Alfred   W. 
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Reeves,  Nov.  4th,  1928;  Walter  Simpson, 
Dec.  23rd,  1928;  James  Ferris,  April 
26th,  1928;  Arthur  R.  Steeper,  May 
10th,  1928;  John  B.  Newton,  Aug.  13th, 
1928;  Allan  Duck,  Oct.  6th,  1928. 

No.     94.     Henry  Ferguson,  July  23rd,  1928. 

No.  95.  K.  L.  Newton,  March  11th,  1928;  Reginald 
Lyle  Moorhouse,  May  6th,  1928;  Henry 
Goldwin  Cartwright,  July  4th,  1928. 

No.  100.     J.  N.  Tye,  Oct.  28th,  1928. 

No.  102.     David  Jannison,  March  3rd,  1928. 

No.  103.  Thomas  Reynolds,  March  6th,  1928;  Robert 
S.  Fulcher,  Aug.  21st,  1928. 

No.  110.     George  McCleary,  Jan.  19th,  1928. 

No.  112.  Chas.  F.  Whilleker,  Oct.  13th,  1928;  Thos. 
Wholehan,  (no  date  given). 

No.  113.  William  Henry  Carr,  June  5th,  1928;  John 
Ridley,  Aug.  18th,  1928;  Handyside 
Black,  Nov.  18th,  1928. 

No.  115.  Robert  Gourlay,  Nov.  23rd,  1927;  W.  J. 
Meredith,  Sept.  16th,  1928. 

No.  116.     Milo  Harris  Steele,  July  21st,  1928. 

No.  117.  Edward  James  Payson,  Dec.  4th,  Fred.  H. 
Bolkner,  Feb.  25th,  1928;  George  Edwin 
Dekleinhaus,  April  8th,  1928. 

No.  119.  Ernest  M.  Sharp,  Aug.  6th,  1928;  George 
Alfred  Evans,  Oct.  4th,  1928;  Arthur 
Reid,  Nov.  30th,  1928. 

No.  130.     George  Mclver,  Feb.  26th,   1928. 

No.  131.  Richard  M.  Fisher,  Feb.  6th,  1928;  C.  E.  E. 
Parke,  May  24th,  1928. 

No.  132.     W.  A.  Bell,  Jan.  19th,  1928. 

No.  133.     Wilber    L.    Drummond,   May    17th,    1928; 
Frank  W.  Waterhouse,  Aug.  7th,  1928. 

No.  134.     Edmund  M.  Bigg,  Nov.  22nd  1928. 

No.  135.  David  Andrew  Clark,  June  13th,  1928; 
Luther  Scott,  Aug.  24th,  1928;  Russell 
Parr,  Aug.  2nd,  1928;  Harvey  James 
Gould,  Dec.  6th,  1928. 

No.  138.  Alfred  E.  Millard,  Dec.  11th,  1928;  Ralph 
McAlpine,  Dec.  11th,  1928;  William  Mc- 
Caig,  Dec.   11th,  1928;  Harold  E.    Mc- 
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Lean,  Dec.  11th,  1928;  Stephen  Porter, 
Dec.  11th,  1928;  Frederick  W.  Prior, 
Dec.  11th,  1928. 

No.  139.  David  G.  Greenly,  Jan.  26th,  1928;  William 
Hugh  Rose,  Dec.  25th,  1928. 

No.  140.  Skene  Craig  Graham,  June  6th,  1928; 
Samuel  Hawkins,  Feb.  16th,  1928. 

No.  143.     Alexander  John  McEwen,  Feb.  29th,  1928. 

No.  144.     Harry  B.  Sprintall,  July  24th,  1928. 

No.  145.  William  Henry  Argles,  Sept.  16th,  1928 
John  Billinghurst,  Jan.  31st,  1928 
James  Irwin  Ball,  March  28th,  1928 
James  Glanville,  May  10th,  1928 
George  G.  Mackenzie,  July  23rd,  1928 
Thomas  McVittie,  Nov.  16th,  1928 
Richard  H.  Spencer,  Aug.  4th,  1928 
Robert  Waddington,  July  23rd,  1928. 

No.  146.     John  Watson,  April  1st,  1928. 

No.  147.     Jas.  McGregor,  Feb.,  1927. 

No.  150.  Percy  G.  Fitzgerald,  June  11th,  1928;  John 
Agnew,  June  12th,  1928;  Thomas 
Woolley,  Dec.  20th,  1927. 

No.  152.     John  Ludwig  Locking,  Nov.  9th,  1928. 

No.  153.     Hugh  A.   Stonehouse,  Oct.  10th,  1928. 

No.  154.  Norman  E.  Culbertson,  Feb.  12th,  1928; 
Alexander  Gillis,  Aug.  28th,  1928;  Allan 
Angus  McMillan,  June  3rd,  1928. 

No.  155.  George  D.  Farmer,  March  7th,  1928; 
Charles  Hetherington,  May  20th,  1928. 

No.  161.  Thomas  Albert  Bird,  July  8th,  1928; 
Charles  Wesley  O'Hara,  Dec.  27th,  1928. 

No.  163.     Dr.  D.  A.  Clark,  June  14th,  1928. 

No.  167.  Wm.  J.  Martin,  Nov.  26th,  1928;  M.  S. 
Keller,  June  16th,  1928. 

No.  169.  Angus  Sproul,  April  23rd,  1928;  Edward 
Niblett,  Dec.  13th,  1928. 

No.  175.  Daniel  J.  Peace,  June  5th,  1928;  Hugh  A. 
MacKay,  Dec.  29th,  1928. 

No.  184.     Alex.  S.  Jackson,  Feb.  12th,  1928. 

No.  203.  William  McAllister,  Oct.  28th,  1928; 
Lyman  McEwen,  Sept.  13th,  1928. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  KINGSTON,  1929       245 


Chapter 

No.  205.     Geo.  Herbert  Hooper,  Oct.  11th,  1928. 

No.  212.     John  Cowan,  Dec,  1927. 

No.  213.     William  Alex.  Boyd,  Nov.  23rd,  1928. 

No.  215.     William     Arthur    Edmonds,     March     7th, 

1928;  Yeo  S.  Brown,  June  13th,  1928. 
No.  217.     Emmerson    F.    Brown,   March    9th,    1928; 

Harville  W.  Tyndall,  June  7th,  1928. 
No.  219.     Alexander  G.   Horwood,  Dec.   26th,   1927; 

George  Peavoy,  Jan.  15th,  1928. 
No.  222.     Enoch    Bruce     Butterworth,    April     30th, 

1928;  David  Andrew  Clark,  June  14th, 

1928. 
No.  223.     Thomas  Robertson,  July  30th,  1928. 
No.  224.     Sidney  Walling,  Jan.  14th,  1928. 
No.  226.     Kenneth  Cameron,  March  10th,  1928. 
No.  227.     Lome   W.   Marsh,   4th   June,   1928;    S.   S. 

Larter,  4th  July,  1928;  R.  H.  Spencer, 

Aug.  4th,  1928. 
No.  230.     Adam  R.  Linton,  March  24th,  1928;  Louis 

B.  Joyce,  April  18th,  1928. 
No.  231.     Richard  H.  Spencer,  Aug.  4th,  1928. 
No.  232.     Arthur     R.     Steeper,     May     10th,     1928; 

William  J.  Charles,  Oct.  3rd,  1928. 
No.  233.     Richard  H.  Spencer,  Aug.  4th,  1928. 
No.  234.     Ambrose   W.    Grandy,   March   14th,   1928; 

Thomas  Marcellus,  Nov.  22nd,  1928. 
No.  238.     R.  H.  Spencer,  Aug.  4th,  1928. 
No.  241.     John  T.  Crawford,  (no  date  given);  Alex- 
ander  George  Horwood,  Dec.  24th,  1927. 
No.  242.     Richard  H.  Spencer,  Aug.  4th,  1928. 
No.  243.     John  Henry  Swauze,  Feb.  26th,  1928. 
No.  245.     Milton  Henderson  Hagey,  Feb.  23rd,  1928. 
No.  246.     Arthur  R.  Steeper,  May  10th,  1928. 
No.  248.     Harry  Newham,  Nov.  5th,  1928. 
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Grand  Chapter. 

Name. 

Residence. 

J.  K.  Brydon 

C.  W.  Haentschel 

Frederick  W.  Elliott 

E.  M.  Carleton 

J.  McC.  Potts 

St.  John,  N.B. 

Robert  W.  Clewlo 

Gait 

W.  N.  Ponton 

Belleville 

W.  H.  G.  Garrioch 

William  Henry  Ballard. .  . . 

W.  Y.  Mills 

Marshal  E.  Sherwood 

Robt.  Henry  Re.id 

Frank  Ebbitt 

Woodstock 

Woodstock 

Iroquois  Falls 

D.  H.  Mcintosh 

Belleville 

Wm.  J.  Tow 

Toronto 

W.  J.  Potts 

John  F.  Marr 

Guelph 

New  Brunswick 

Charles  T.  Wilkinson 

Walter  H.  Davis 

Brockville 

Toronto 

New  South  Wales 

W.H.Tudhope 

Orillia 

F.  W.  Harcourt 

New  Zealand 

Toronto 

North  Dakota 

George  L.  Gardiner 

Toronto 

Hamilton 

Ohio 

Ed.  Worth 

Chatham 

Toronto 

W.  H.  Wardrope. . . . 

South  Carolina 

Trenton 

Walter  G.  Price 

Port  Credit 

Texas 

E.  T.  Malone 

Toronto 

Utah 

A.  S.  Gorrell 

Joseph  W.  Hickson 

W.  J.  McCollum.. 

S.  S.  Forbes 

West  Virginia 

Barrie 

William  J.  Wadsworth 

David  H.   McCraoken 

Wyoming 

Port  Colborne 
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Alabama 

Alberta 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

British  Columbia 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  ot  Columbia . 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Manitoba  . . ., 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  South  Wales 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Saskatchewan 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Te^nesee.  . 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

Washington 

Western  Australia  .  .  . 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Lew  Lazarus 

F.  S.  Watson 

James  Henry  Barrett . 

Jeff  L.  Davis 

Harry  H.  Watson. . .  . 
Roland  E.  Hartley... 
Stanley  C.  Warner. . . 

Geo.  N.  Delap 

George  S .  Scott 

Lucien  G.  Yung 

Chester  de  Rocher . . . 
Chas.  R.  McCord... 
Frank  E.  Higsoc 

Fred  W.  Soady 

William  H.  Baugh..  . 
E.  W.  F.  Holler 


Roy  H.  Clossen 

A .  Gordon  Sulser 

John  W.  Armstrong 

James  A.  Richan 

Frank  W.  Brownell 

George.  I.  Daneker 

Lorenzo  L.  Green 

Charles  Arthur  Conover. . .  . 

J.  Arthur  Jensen 

Leon  S.  Lippincott 

Orson  H.  Swearinger 

Joseph  J.  Hindson 

Clemens  A.  Spellman 

L.  F.  Charles 

Edear  W.  Mair 

Arthur  McCartney  Dunstan 

Godfrey  Pittis 

James  McCreadie 

Edward  W    ftolle 

James  Hamilton  Harkness . 

Wiley  M.  Pickens 

Geo.  H.  Keyes 

G.  S.  Wright 

Wilden  E.  Joseph 

William  Noble 

Hugh  B.  Braden 

Samuel  Shaw 

John  Alex  Cameron 

Norris  G.  Abbott 

Arthur  S.  Gorrell 

A.  J.  Campbell 

Win.  W.  Wannamakcr 

L.  M.  Simons 

J.  Leonard  Wood 

B.  K.  Hawkins 

John  C.   Brown 

C.  W.  Whitcomb 

John  Byatt 

Arthur  L.  Mat  tern 

Robert  L.  McCroskey 

Wm.  Henry  Berry 

Fredetick  C.  Steinbiekcr  .  .  . 

David  Harlowe 

Richard  H.  Repath 


Birmingham 

Edmonton 

Douglas 

Fayetteville 

Vancouver 

San  Francisco 

Denver 

Hartford 

Wilmington 

Washington 

Bradentown 

Macon 

Pocatello 

Pekin 

Terre  Haute 

Brooklyn 

Coffeyville 

Maysville 

Welsh 

Rockland 

Winnipeg 

Baltimore 

Medford 

Coldwater 

Minneapolis 

Vicksburg 

Kansas  City 

Helena 

Beatrice 

Reno 

Woodstock 

Tilton 

Allendale 

Sydney 

New  York  City 

Westport 

Salisbury 

Ellendale 

Halifax 

Columbus 

Oklahoma  City 

Bend 

Philadelphia 

Montreal 

Providence 

Regina 

Dalmuir 

Orangeburg 

Belle  Fourche 

Memphis 

Brownwood 

Ogden 

Cavendish 

Melbourne 

Richmond 

Colfax 

West  Leaderville 

Wheeling 

Milwaukee 

Cheyenne 


N.B. — The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Mexico  does  not  exchange  representatives. 
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Grand  Chapters 


Name 

Geo.  A.  Beauchamp 

Clifford  R.  Wentzel 

Geo.  J.  Roskruge 

John  C.  Bone 

J.  W.  Prescott,  G.S.E.... 

Thos.  A.  Davies 

Henry  T.  Smith,  G.S.E... 

W.  W.  Cooper 

Geo.  A.  Kies 

John  W.  Macklem 

J.  Claude  Keiper 

P.  Colville  Smith,  G.S.E. 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

A.  G.  Miller 

Edward  H.  Way 

J.  E.  Jeffers 

Robt.  A.  Woods 

O.  F.  Graves 

H.  C.  Shellard,  G.  Reg.  . 

E.  Elmer  F.  Strain 

G.  Allison  Holland 

John  A.  Davilla 

Chas.  B.  Davis 

George  Syme 

Gustav  A.  Eitel 

Raymond  T.  Sewell 

Chas.  A.  Conover 

John  Fishel 

Edward  L.  Faucette 

Ray  V.  Denslow 

Luther  T.  Hauberg 

Lewis  E.  Smith 

Frank  D.  King 

J.  Twining  Hartt 

Harry  M.  Cheney 

Charles  D.  McCracken. .  . 
Alpheus  A.  Keen 

F.  R.  Sinden 

Chas.  C.  Hunt 

Chas.  W.  Nielsen 

John  B.  Griggs 

Walter  L.  Stockwell 

Brenton  F.  Porter 

Mont.  C.Hambright 

Ira  B.  Kirkland 

D.  Rufus  Cheney 

Joseph  E.  Quinby 

W.  W.  Williamson,  G.S.E 

Thos.  C.  Moxley 

William  R.  Greene 

Francis  B.  Reilly,  G.S.E.. 
Geo.  A.  Howell,  G.S.E.... 

O.  Frank  Hart 

Geo.  A.  Pettigrew 

Stith  M.  Cain 

T.  M.  Bartley 

G.  B.  Roberts 

Henry  H.  Ross 

Charles  K.  Cahn 

J.  G.  Hankins 

Wesley  C.  Stone 

Jno.  C.  Strickland 

G.  M.  Ford 

Wm.  W.  Perry 

Richard  H.  Repath 

Chas.  A.  Conover 

T.  G.  L.  Lumley-Smith. . . 


Residence 


Alabama 

Alberta 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

British  Columbia 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

England 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Manitoba 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  South  Wales 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Queensland 

Rhode  Island 

Saskatchewan 

Scotland 

South  Carolina : 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

Washington 

Western  Australia 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Gen.  Grand  Chapter,  U.S 

England-Wales  M.M.M.  Lodge 


Montgomery,  Mas.  Temple 

Calgary,  809-93^  St.  N.W. 

Tucson,  Box  J. 

Batesville,  100  Spring  St. 

Vancouver,  603  Hastings  St.  W. 

San  Francisco,  Rm.  421,  Mas.  Temple 

Toronto,  708  Temple  Bldg. 

Denver,  Rm.  319,  Mas.  Temple 

Hartford,  Mas.  Temple 

Wilmington,  Box  94 

Washington,  Mas.  Temple 

London,  W.C.,  Freemasons  Hall 

Jacksonville 

Macon 

Boise,  Box  1203 

Springfield,  Box  656 

Princeton,  Mas.  Temple 

Harlan 

Dublin,  Freemasons  Hall 

Topeka,  Masonic  Temple 

Lexington 

New  Orleans,  Rm.  301,  Mas.  Temple 

Portland,  Mas.  Temple 

Winnipeg,  Masonic  Temple 

Baltimore,  Mas.  Temple 

Boston,  Mas.  Temple,  Rm.  209 

Coldwater,  95  W.  Chicago  St. 

St.  Paul,  Masonic  Temple 

Meridian 

Trenton 

Helena 

Omaha,  M.T.,  19th  and  Douglas 

Box  595,  Reno 

St.  John,  Ritchie's  Bldg. 

Concord 

Lambertville 

Albuquerque,  Box  535 

Sydney,  32  Elizabeth  St. 

New  York  City,  Mas.  Hall 

Wellington,  Box  236 

Elizabeth  City,  Box  365 

Fargo 

Truro,  Box  145 

Springfield 

Muskogee,  Phoenix  Bldg. 

Portland,  Masonic  Temple 

Philadelphia,  Mas.  Temple 

Montreal,  Box  3172 

517  Stanley  St.,  South  Brisbane 

Providence,  Freemasons  Hall 

Regina,  312  Westman  Chambers 

Edinburgh,  76  Queen  St. 

Columbia 

Sioux  Falls,  Mas.  Temple 

Nashville,  306  7th  Ave.  N. 

Waco 

1221  25th  St.,  Ogden,  Utah 

Burlington,  Mas.  Temple 

Melbourne,  164  Flinders  St. 

Richmond,  Box  542 

Spokane,  412  Hyde  Bldg. 

Perth,  St.  George's  Terrace 

Wheeling,  1407  Market  St. 

Milwaukee,  470  VanBuren  St. 

Cheyenne,  P.O.  Box  816 

Coldwater,  Mich. 

London,  W.C.,  Mark  Masons'  Hall 
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Grand  First  Principals  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  from  1857  to  1929 


*W.  M.  Wilson 1857 

♦Thompson  Wilson 1858 

*T.  D.  Harington 1859-60 

*John  C.  Franck 1861-2 

*T.  D.  Harington 1863-4-5-6 

7-8-9-70-1 

*S.  B.  Harinan 1872 

*C.  D.  MaodoneU 1873 

♦Jas.  Seymour 1874 

*L.  H.  Henderson 1875-6 

♦F.  J.  Menet 1877-8 

♦Daniel  Spry 1879-80 

♦Donald  Ross 1881-2 

*H.  Macpherson 1883-4 

*Thos.  Sargant 1885-6 

♦Robt.  Hendry,  Jr 1887 

*R.  B.  Hungerford 1888-9 

*J.  J.  Mason 1890-1 

*J.  E.  Harding 1892-3 


*J.  Ross  Robertson 1894-5 

M.  Walsh 1896-7-8 

*Wm.  (1.  Reid 1899-1900 

*Wm.  Gibson 1901-2 

*A.  Shaw 1903-4 

♦William  Roaf 1905-6 

*John  Leslie 1907-8 

George  Moore. .  .  . 1909-10 

Fred.  W.  Harcourt 1911-2 

*Daniel  F.  Macwatt 1913-4 

*Wm.  S.  R.  Murch 1915-6 

A.  S.  Gorrell,  M.D 1917-8 

Wm.  N.  Ponton 1919-20 

*H.  S.  Griffin,  M.D 1921 

♦Richard  H.  Spencer 1922-3 

Walter  H.  Davis 1924-5 

Kenneth  J.  Dunstan 1926-7 

Edwin  Smith 1928-9 


Honorary  Past  Grand  First  Principals  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 


Elected 

*Henry  Robertson 1888 

♦KivasTully 1891 

♦Hugh  Murray 1903 

Harry  H.  Watson 1909 


Elected 

E.  T.  Malone 1919 

*A.  T.  Freed 1920 

Sir  John  M.  Gibson 1922 


Grand  Scribes  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada 


♦Thomas  B.  Harris 1857-73 

♦James  Seymour 1874-5 

♦Daniel  Spry 1876-7 

♦David  McLellan 1878-91 


♦Thomas  Sargant 1892-8 

♦George  J.  Bennett 1899-1915 

Henry  T.  Smith 1916 


Deceased. 
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APPENDIX 


CAPITULAR  CORRESPONDENCE 

AND  REVIEWS  OF  SISTER 

JURISDICTIONS 

M.  Ex.  Companion  William  Nisbet  Ponton,  P.G.Z. 

FOREWORD. 

We  Reviewers  of  the  Royal  Craft — "chosen  of  the  true" — 
find  this  year  as  last  a  wonderful  versatility  and  variety — 
(unity  in  diversity — )  in  the  written  and  printed  words  of 
Grand  High  Priests,  First  Principals,  Grand  Orators  and 
Committees,  winged  words  which  walked  up  and  down  in 
the  hearts  of  their  hearers.  As  colleagues  of  the  potential 
pen,  we  correspondents  embrace  one  another  with  pleasing 
unanimity — with  here  and  there  a  little  friendly  banter  and 
repartee.  If  we  see  aught  amiss,  we  have  eyes  but  we  have 
also  eyelids,  and  are  to  each  other's  virtues  very  kind, — to  each 
other's  faults  a  little  blind.  May  our  readers  be  of  a  like 
mind! 

We  Canadians,  and  Britishers  of  the  far  flung  Brother 
line,  have  been  deeply  touched  by  the  gracious  and  open- 
hearted  sympathy  and  generous  tribute  paid  by  all  Nations 
to  that  kindly,  courteous,  modest  and  efficient  gentleman, 
our  Sovereign  King,  in  his  gallant  fight  for  life.  We  of 
the  British  Empire  are  one  through  the  throne. 

With  all  our  hearts  we  appreciate  and  reciprocate  the 
abundant  good  wishes  expressed,  and  to  all  men  of  good 
will,  but  especially  to  those  of  the  Household  of  the  Faith- 
ful, we  extend  this  cumulative  benediction  of  Ancient  Days. 

"May  God  give  you  all  good,  pure,  sweet,  and  pleasant 
things,  the  gifts  of  Heaven,  the  products  of  Earth,  stability, 
serenity,  equanimity,  health,  strength,  power,  love  and  all 
joy  of  life." 
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ALABAMA. 

Siddons  Stollenwerck,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  First  Convocation  was  held 
December  5th,  1927,  in  Montgomery.  Thirteen 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  answered  honour  roll  call. 
Canada  was  as  usual,  faithfully  represented  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  Lew  Lazarus. 

Oliver  Day  Street,  well  known  for  his  literary 
lore,  Grand  Master,  was  introduced. 

The  report  of  the  Centennial  Committee  adopted 
at  this  Convocation  is  of  special  interest.  It  would 
appear  that  the  work  of  organization  proceeded 
through  various  steps  of  evolution  from  1823  to  1827 
and  was  finally  legally  consummated  June  2nd,  1827, 
at  Mobile.  The  records  are  complete  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  years  from  1831  till  1837,  the  explanation 
of  which  is  as  follows : — 

"This  hiatus  was  due  to  the  wave  of  intolerance  which 
swept  over  the  land  during  the  anti-Masonic  movement  which 
engulfed  the  country  at  this  period." 

The  following  further  excerpts  from  the  Com- 
mittee's Report  are  worth  reproducing : — 

"Only  the  mile-posts,  so  to  speak,  can  be  noted  as  we 
rapidly  and  superficially  traverse  the  years  along  the  capitu- 
lar centennial  highway,  and  briefly  call  attention  to  the  more 
outstanding  events  as  they  pass  in  silent  review  before  us. 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  in  the  minutes  that,  in  those 
early  days,  meetings  were  held,  not  at  a  fixed  hour,  as  at 
present,  but  always  at  'early  candle-light.'  " 

As  early  as  1848  the  Loan  Committee  reported 
on  monies  loaned  to  Brethren  for  fitting  up  a 
Masonic  Seminary  and  an  appeal  is  made  to  the 
Masons  of  the  present  to  do  likewise: — 

"Can  we  of  this  generation  do  less  than  encourage  public 
education  whenever  the  opportunity  is  afforded,  for  these 
Masonic  Institutes  of  learning  were  the  forerunners  of  the 
public  school  system  of  to-day." 

This  from  the  Committee's  conclusion: — 
"Too  frequently  we  overlook  the  spirit  of  our  Institution 
and  split  hairs  over  legalistic  problems,  while  the  purpose 
which  the  law  was  designed  to  serve,  has  been  lost  sight  of. 


APPENDIX  5 

"While  Masonry  is  said  to  be  a  progressive  science,  let 
us  be  very  sure  that  it  is  true  progress  rather  than  im- 
maturely  considered   innovations. 

"Are  we  doing  anything  Masonically  constructive?  Are 
we  doing  anything  for  the  real  uplift  of  humanity?  Have 
we  not  lost  in  a  great  measure,  the  real  spirit  of  Masonry, 
and  clothed  ourselves  only  with  the  outer  garments  of  ritual- 
ism? If  so,  we  should  ever  bear  in  mind  'that  the  letter 
killeth,  but  the  concealed  interpretation  giveth  life' 

"What  the  harvest  will  be  remains  for  us  to  determine." 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  said  in  his  address:  — 

"As  time  runs,  since  our  first  begining  in  1823,  one  hun- 
dred  and  four  years  have  limped  into  the  limbo  of  the  past; 
a  few  of  these  years,  however,  are  completely  blanked  from 
the    annals    of  this    Grand    Chapter 

"To  them  Masonry  made  a  far  different  appeal  than  to- 
day. 

"The  guttural,  pectoral,  manual  and  pedal  attributes  of 
the  Craft  were  lived  and  practiced  because  they  were  factors 
in  every-day  life.  The  'call'  to  one  another  in  the  wilder- 
ness; the  secrets  of  life  and  death  reposed;  the  helping  hand 
in  time  of  danger  and  suffering,  and  the  ready  feet  to  fiy 
to  the  cry  of  distress,  all  meant  to  them  a  thousand  times 
more  than  to  us  to-day. 

"The  highway  of  to-day  was  a  mere  byway  then." 

He  urged  the  Companions  not  to  be  weary  in 
well  doing.  As  to  the  Masonic  Home  he  well 
says: — 

"Nothing  is  dearer  to  the  hearts  of  the  Masons  of  Ala- 
bama than  our  Masonic  Home  and  the  continued  welfare 
of  its  residents." 

There  is  being  assembled  in  the  library  at 
Washington  a  permanent  exhibit  of  the  pennies  or 
tokens  issued  by  each  subordinate  Chapter  R.A.M., 
in  the  United  States  and  Alabama's  collection  is 
complete  with  the  exception  of  four  Chapters. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  Order  he  says:  — 

"There  is  never  a  rose  without  its  thorn  and  although 
we  have  had  our  share  of  the  thorns,  yet  the  roses  have  been 
most  sweet  and  I  am  sure  that  from  our  altars  rises  a  sweet 
smelling  savor  unto  the  Great  I  Am." 

Grand  Chapter  declined  to  act  in  connection 
with  Queensland  and  trusted  that  any  cause  of  dis- 
affection   between   them    and   the   Supreme    Grand 
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Chapters  of  England  and  Scotland  would  be  re- 
moved. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Williams  presented  an  address 
half  in  verse  and  half  in  prose,  which  was  well  re- 
ceived. 

A  new  hand  at  the  tiller  that  of  Francis  Marion 
Still  well  gives  good  promise  for  the  future  of 
Alabama's  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  succeeds 
Lawrence  H.  Lee,  who  laid  a  good  foundation. 
There  are  three  fundamental  factors  to  a  perfect 
performance  on  the  stage  so  also  with  regard  to 
another  phase  of  human  effort: — 

"These  factors  are:  Comment,  or  simple  factual  mention; 
Commendation,  or  approval  of  the  good;  Criticism,  or  the 
reviewer's  differing  point  of  view. 

"The  latter,  of  course,  is  at  the  reviewer's  peril,  but  none- 
theless to  be  risked  for  the  sake  of  readableness  and  a 
reasonable  hope  of  stimulating  better  effort.  But  we  pray 
that, 

"  'If  I  am  right,  Thy  grace  impart, 
Still  in  the  right  to  stay; 
If  I  am  wrong,  oh,  teach  my  heart 
To  find  a  better  way.'  " 

This  is  illuminating  under  Alberta: — 

"Alberta,  a  feminine  proper  name,  meaning  nobly  bright 
or  illustrious,  was  aptly  given  to  a  province  whose  people, 
at  least  of  the  Masonic  persuasion,  meet  in  Grand  Convoca- 
tion with  such  fine  attendance  and  warm  interest,  as  shown 
by  the  Proceedings. 

"Masonry  must  not  send  brethren  into  the  world  with 
their  newly  conferred  degrees  only,  but  with  the  knowledge 
of  Masonic  principles  which  they  deserve.  And  often  hunger 
for!" 

Canada's  Ottawa  meeting  is  well  reviewed.  Of 
the  address  of  Grand  Z.  Dunstan  he  says: — 

"Addressing   this   large  assemblage   the   Grand    Z.,   M.E. 
Companion   Dunstan,  greeted  and  seated  them  with — 
"  'An  inborn  grace  that  nothing  lacked 
Of  culture  or  appliance, 
The  warmth  of  genial  courtesy, 
The  calm  of  self-reliance.'  " 

To  Comp.  Gardiner's  report  he  gives  unstinted 
praise:  — 


APPENDIX  7 

"The  best  presentation  of  conditions,  however,  is  found 
in  a  remarkable  report  of  a  committee  whose  purview  of 
the  field  work  as  a  whole  epitomizes  everything  as  "All's 
Well! 

"But  no  feature  or  phase  of  the  situation  is  treated  in- 
differently by  them,  and  their  report  is  one  that  any  Grand 
Jurisdiction  should  be  proud  to  place  on  record." 

Generally  he  urges  upon  us  and  upon  all: — 

"To  all  is  said,  "Look  and  Listen,"  and  when  once  an 
office  is  accepted,  "Then  Service  Begins."  "Work"  is  their 
watchword!" 

He  apparently  appreciates  our  review  and 
says: — 

"Comments  and  excerpts  alternate  throughout  with  choice 
discrimination  and  variety  of  observation  that  keeps  one 
reading  each  review  to  his  last  words  of  questioning  to  ex- 
pose where  weakness  lies,  followed  by  his  cheering  challenge 
to  place  the  Royal  Craft  upon  the  pinnacle  of  perfection 
which  it  deserves." 

Under  Colorado  and  their  frank  Grand  Lecturer 
he  thus  comments: — 

"He  tells  the  unvarnished  truth,  and  a  valuable  lesson 
it  is  for  all  to  study.  Would  that  grand  and  subordinate 
officers  in  every  state  realized  as  does  Colorado  how  elusive 
is  this  thing  called  "Proficiency,"  until  it's  corralled  and 
counted.     Words  do,  but  figures  don't  lie!" 

He  speaks  of  the  pamphlet  form  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  England  which  he  finds  replete  in  activi- 
ties and  rich  in  expression  but  they  do  not  furnish 
the  information  which  is  regarded  as  essential. 
There  are  varieties: — 

"Ritual-forms,  however,  like  Heinz's  pickles,  are  found 
in  numerous  variety,  not  only  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  but  also  in 
the  British  Empire.  England's,  Scotland's  and  Ireland's 
vary;  British  American's  vary  to  some  extent  from  Mother- 
forms,  and  the  United  States  of  America's  vary  from  all 
others  and  from  one  another's.  And  if  "variety  is  the  spice 
of  life"  need  we  trouble  to  reconcile  these  differences,  know- 
ing that  the  spirit  is  everywhere  the  same?" 

He  however  pays  England  both  as  to  the  Royal 
Arch  and  the  Mark  Masons  the  sincerest  compli- 
ment giving  no  less  than  eighteen  pages,  the  great- 
est amount  that  we  have  met  with  as  accorded  to 
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any  Jurisdiction  in  any  review.     He  thus  concludes 
in  a  finely  phrased  and  stirring  sentence: — 

"American  statisticians  will  doubtless  be  disappointed 
with  this  review;  but  the  British  Empire  is  too  vast  to  keep 
tab  on  statistics  as  in  U.  S.  A.,  but  we  trust  that  readers 
will  have  learned  something  of  the  doings  of  our  British 
Brethren,  whose  Masonry  antedates  ours  but  is  still  grow- 
ing, and  will  continue  to  grow,  unchanged  and  unchange- 
able." 

He  prays  that  deflations  and  hurricanes  will  miss 
Florida  forever  more,  as  we  all  do. 

Georgia  gives  him  this  critical  thought: — 

"Again  we  comment  on  a  report  of  Companion  McHan's 
regarding  his  troubles  with  negligent  secretaries — a  tribe 
that  must  be  'eliminated'  before  there  can  be  any  return 
to  'normalcy.' 

"And  practically  all  abnormalcy  is  abso-dam-lutely 
chargeable  to  them — is  general  observation." 

Commenting  on  the  election  in  Manitoba  of 
Comp.  F.  E.  Simmons  as  Grand  Second  Principal, 
he  touches  upon  his  earlier  career  in  Alabama  thus 
pleasantly:  — 

"He  was  adopted  into  a  tribe  known  as  'The  Masons' 
and  initiated  into  their  'Mysteries,'  which  somewhat  cor- 
rected his  Canadian  conceits  and  improved  him  marvelously. 
They  taught  him  all  about  'Work'  and  the  secrets  of  Union 
Labour  and  to  "bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew 
not'  and  to  'make  crooked  things  straight.'  But  either 
the  old  Wanderlust  recurred,  or  he  shied  at  Prohibition, 
and  returned  to  Manitoba. 

"To  thus  again  find  him  in  good  company  is  supremely 
gratifying." 

Of  North  Dakota  and  Walter  L.  Stockwell, 
known  the  world  over,  he  thus  voices  our  opinion:  — 

"After  thirty-five  years  in  harness  he  is  still  pulling 
strong — a  leadhorse  in  as  fine  a  stepping  team  as  one  could 
wish." 

Saskatchewan  is  thus  amusingly  character- 
ized:— 

"  'Twenty  years'  increase  of  R.A.  Masons  from  48  to 
2,557;  Wheat,  26  to  240  million  bushels;  Oats,  19  to  175 
million  bushels. 

"Can  you  beat  it?  Those  Western  Canadians  are  simply 
'out  of  sight'  as  boasters!  But  they  have  some  granary  to 
boast  of  and  to  boost." 
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He  speaks  of  the  one  pamphlet  received  from 
Scotland  and  adds:  — 

"Not  having  the  four  Quarterlies,  or  their  Proceedings 
for  a  full  year,  we  can  neither  give  any  statistical  informa- 
ation  nor  make  the  study  that  is  desired  of  their  methods." 

Membership,  14,629.     Net  loss,  600. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  our  Grand  Z.,  is 
proud  to  represent  Alabama  and  Alabama  should 
be  proud  of  him. 

ALBERTA. 

M.  Ex.  William  M.  McNab,  Grand  First  Princi- 
pal. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
at  Edmonton,  21st  March,  1928. 

Seven  Past  Grand  First  Principals  worked  effi- 
ciently in  the  Grand  East. 

Canada  was,  as  usual,  worthily  represented  by 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  S.  Watson. 

Grand  Master  Cruickshank  was  introduced  and 
welcomed. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  First  Principal 
many  striking  passages  might  be  cited.  We  must 
content  ourselves  with  the  following:  — 

"First  of  all,  be  prompt,  open  punctually,  and  then  make 
every  effort  to  conserve  time  in  the  conduct  of  business.  In 
conferring  degrees,  work  with  a  never-failing  enthusiasm. 
Love  of  Masonry  implies  enthusiasm.  Lose  this  and  you 
lose  your  Masonic  Soul. 

"Levity  is  at  all  times  out  of  place.  Any  unnecessary 
embarrassment  of  the  candidate,  any  turning  of  the  Capi- 
tular Degrees  into  a  joke,  is  irreverence  toward  the  Great 
Light  upon  our  Altar  and  robs  the  candidate  of  the  great 
and  inspiring  lesson  of  the  degrees.  If  no  truth  is  included, 
no  lesson  learned,  of  what  possible  value  then  is  the  degree 
to  the  candidate? 

"If  Masonry  is  to  be  of  real  value,  if  it  is  really  to  mean 
anything  in  the  thought  and  morals  of  the  individual,  it  must 
be  a  searching  after  TRUTH.  Long  before  Pilate  voiced  the 
question:  'What  is  Truth?'  the  same  question  lay  deep-seated 
in  the  heart  of  every  man.  The  mere  repetition  of  Ritual, 
though  couched  in  words  of  beauty  and  grace  and  delivered 
with  all  the  force  of  oratorical  skill,  cannot  convey  its  in- 
tended message  if  the  message  means  nothing  to  those  con- 
ferring the  Work. 
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"There  really  should  be  some  legislation  devised  to  curb 
or  discontinue  the  using  of  Capitular  Masonry  as  a  stepping 
stone  to  something  else  and  as  that  alone.  The  By-laws  of 
the  original  Rhode  Island  Grand  Chapter  contained  the  fol-  , 
lowing  provision:  'THAT  NO  BROTHER  SHOULD  BE 
ELIGIBLE  TO  BE  BALLOTED  FOR  TO  RECEIVE  THE 
HONOURS  OF  THE  CHAPTER  .  .  .  until  he  had  been 
a  Master  Mason  for  two  years  .  .  .  and  who  had,  during 
this  time  of  being  a  Brother,  shown  by  a  regular  attendance 
at  Lodge  and  other  occasions,  THAT  HE  IS  A  REAL 
FRIEND  TO  THE  HONOUR  AND  PROSPERITY  OF 
THE  CRAFT.' 

"British  hearts  glow  at  the  stories  of  the  Crimean  War, 
of  Florence  Nightingale  and  her  nurses,  and  of  the  'thin 
red  line  at  Inkerman.'  The  work  of  the  late  Lord  Roberts, 
and  the  noble  efforts  of  Kitchener  at  Khartoum  are  but 
further  evidence  of  the  response  of  loyal  British  men  to 
the  call  of  duty 

"At  the  present  day  there  seems  to  be  a  spirit  of  care- 
lessness— I  will  not  call  it  disloyalty — among  many  people. 
How  often  at  public  gatherings  do  we  notice  the  weak,  half- 
hearted manner  in  which  the  National  Anthem  is  sung. 
Why  not  more  flag  flying  also? 

"Loyalty  does  not  require  a  blind  adherence  to  the  exist- 
ing government;  it  does  require  obedience  to  laws  and  ac- 
cepted customs  and  also  that  opposition  to  the  government 
shall  be  moved  by  a  desire  for  the  real  good  of  the  whole 
Nation. 

"In  this  question  of  citizenship,  is  it  not  also  our  duty  to  see 
that  our  own  children  and  those  of  the  foreigner  entering 
the  country  are  trained  in  a  manner  that  will  make  them 
good  loyal  citizens?  Let  us  first  have  the  will,  and  then 
the  way  will  be  easy." 

He  declined  Dispensations  which  were  intended 
for  the  mere  convenience  of  either  Chapters  or 
candidates,  as  a  violation  of  trust. 

He  rules  that  only  one  candidate  can  be  admitted 
at  a  time  up  to  the  "first  day  of  the  week." 

Another  decision  was: — 

"Having  learned  that  Mount  Olivet  Chapter,  was  in  the 
habit  of  sending  out  notices  of  exaltation  and  affiliation  to 
the  members  on  a  separate  sheet  from  the  regular  notice, 
I  ruled  that  such  notice  of  proposition  for  membership  by 
affiliation  or  exaltation  must  be  on  the  notice  sheet. 

"What  is  our  position,  if  two  of  a  committee  on  an  ap- 
plication for  membership  report  favourably,  and  one  un- 
favourably? 

"This  constitutes  a  majority  report,  and  a  ballot  must 
be  taken." 
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He  strongly  recommended:  — 

"That  the  present  practice  of  electing  Grand  Superin- 
tendents by  'Rotation'  be  abolished,  and  that  the  most  capable 
man  be  elected  without  regard  to  the  Chapter  to  which  he 
belongs." 

John  K.  Brydon  representing  Alberta,  sent  re- 
grets at  absence. 

From  the  Grand  Scribe  E.'s  report  we  note  that 
dual  membership  is  not  permitted  in  Alberta. 

Membership,  2,824.     Net  gain,  13. 

Arrears  of  dues  are  reported  to  be  $6,000. 

The  Committee  on  the  Fraternal  Dead  close  their 
report  with  this  verse:  — 

"Now   let   our   souls,  on   wings   sublime, 
Rise  from  the  vanities  of  time, 
Draw  back  the  parting  veil,  and  see 
The  Glories  of  Eternity." 

The  Library  receives  much  encouragement. 

For  the  last  time  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Stephen  Y. 
Taylor  (with  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Middleton)  installed  the 
officers  of  Grand  Chapter.  He  has  since  passed 
away  deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

An  address  was  delivered  by  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Middleton  at  the  Banquet  and  like  all  his  addresses, 
should  be  reprinted  in  full  for  circulation  among 
the  whole  Royal  Craft.  The  following  extracts  will 
illustrate  his  splendid  style  and  his  subtantive  mat- 
ter:— 

"I  am  to  speak  to-night  on,  'The  Spirit  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry.'  Such  opens  a  topic  of  boundless  resource,  for 
Masonry  is  something  tangible,  something  finite,  but  the 
spirit  is  something  intangible,  which  savours  of  the  infinite. 

"To  discover  a  Temple  4,000  years  old,  which  had  been 
buried  for  centuries,  is  sufficiently  exciting;  but  when  that 
Temple  is  a  shrine  in  ancient  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  where 
Abraham  himself  may  have  worshipped,  the  discovery  be- 
comes a  sensation.  Archaeologists  who  unearthed  this  long- 
buried  shrine  at  Ur,  in  Babylonia,  only  last  winter,  date  it 
about  2000  years  B.C.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  Abraham 
knew  this  Temple  in  his  youth,  and  there  he  may  have  tried 
to  find  GOD. 

"All  our  degrees  keep  equal  step  with  the  unfolding  of 
the  mysteries. 

"Yes,  Masonry  is  old,  yet  eternally  young — so  old  that 
the  hunters  and  the  shepherds  in  ancient  days — the  artisans 
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and  the  cunning  workmen,  longing  for  human  companion- 
ship, huddled  themselves  behind  walls,  or  by  living  waters, 
and  so  became  citizens  instead  of  wanderers,  and  began  to 
be  civilized  social  beings. 

"To  redeem  the  earth  from  oppression,  hatred  and  blood- 
shed— this  is  our  mission.     And  we  shall  not  fail. 

"Strive  that  future  generations  shall  be  in  no  way  in- 
ferior to  the  present.  Time  is  on  your  side.  Maintain  your 
values — your  standards  and  your  ancient  landmarks. 

"And  may  your  prayer  be  that  of  the  Greek  sailor,  which 
has  been  preserved  for  us  by  Seneca: 

'0  God,  you  may  save  me  if  you  will;  you  may  sink  me 
If  you  will ;  you  may  break  me  if  you  will. 

But  whatever  happens,  I  will  always  keep  my 
RUDDER  TRUE.'  " 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  by  S.  H. 
Middleton,  E.  G.  Ironside  and  F.  S.  Selwood,  who 
initial  the  Reviews  respectively  made  by  them. 

From  their  Foreword  we  take  the  following:  — 

"  'Give  mind  to  match  the  glory  of  the  gilt. 
Give  great  ideals  to  bridge  the  sordid  rift 
Between  our  heritage  and  our  use  of  it.' 

"This  fraternal  review  has  been  written  by  a  committee 
of  three  Past  Grand  First  Principals.  One  is  an  eminent 
barrister,  another  an  official  of  the  postal  service,  and  the 
last  and  least  has  the  fortune,  or  misfortune,  to  be  chairman 
of  this  committee. 

"'To  mount,  that  is  our  Destiny; 
To  mount,  and  even  in  rest 
To  feel  the  power  that  calls  us  up'  " 

Under  British  Columbia  we  read:— 

"His  review  of  our  Grand  Chapter  is  both  interesting 
and  voluminous.  He  appears  to  have  the  happy  faculty  of 
being  able  to  'nibble  the  choice  bits'  when  travelling  the 
Masonic  highway  in  'foreign  countries.'  " 

Canada  is  reviewed  by  S.  H.  Middleton  in  most 
friendly  and  comprehensive  manner.  He  speaks  in 
detail  of  our  meeting  in  Ottawa  and  gives  this  well 
merited  tribute  to  our  Grand  Z.  and  Comp. 
Gardiner: — 

"Knowing  Kenneth  Dunstan  and  the  office  he  holds  in 
public  life,  one  naturally  expects  the  same  efficiency  and 
dignity  in  connection  with  his  Masonic  career.  This  is  more 
than  justified.  Every  converging  line  in  the  whole  Juris- 
diction is  held  in  the  hand  of  this  noted  leader  of  Masons." 
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"The  report  on  'Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry'  should 
be  reprinted  and  sent  broadcast  to  all  Jurisdictions.  It  is 
not  a  'report'  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  rather  it  is  a 
book,  a  literary  exposition,  a  compendium  of  inspirational 
gems  and  thoughts." 

This  fine  eulogium  of  the  Mother  Grand  Chapter 
moves  us  deeply:  — 

"Alberta,  in  company  with  most  of  the  Canadian  Grand 
Chapters  has  since  adopted  this  Ritual.  Deep  gratitude  is 
herewith  expressed  to  our  'Capitular  Mother'  for  this  en- 
richment of  Masonic  lore  and  literature." 

Then  is  not  this  delicious ! — 

"The  'Capitular  Correspondence'  is  from  the  prolific  and 
original  pen  of  Comp.  Ponton.  This  master  of  reviewers, 
now  of  international  fame,  reminds  the  writer  of  a  certain 
Archbishop,  of  whom  it  has  been  said:  'He  is  one  of  those 
to  whom  the  world  is  a  garden  party  where  it  is  one's  duty 
to  be  suavely  polite,  and  where  the  unpardonable  sin  is 
over-emphasis.  He  moves  in  and  out  among  the  throng 
with  smooth  words  for  all,  and  frowns  for  none.  The  sun 
shines  aloft,  a  gentle  breeze  stirs  the  foliage,  and  on  the  lawn 
there  is  the  motion  of  colour  and  the  hum  of  well-mannered 
speech.'  .  .  .  'He  blurs  the  sharp  lines  of  controversy. 
He  sees  both  sides  of  a  question  so  clearly  that  he  takes 
neither.  Black  is  not  so  very  black,  and  white  is  really  only 
whitish.  He  differs  from  you  in  sorrow,  never  in  anger, 
and  he  leaves  the  door  ajar  for  reconcilation.  He  wears 
no  labels.  He  eludes  the  Ritualist  as  he  eludes  the  extreme 
Evangelical,  and  embraces  both  in  a  universal  benediction.'  " 

Under  New  Hampshire  we  read  about  the  trend 
of  the  times:  — 

"We  heartily  commend  the  Grand  High  Priest's  ruling, 
'to  shorten  the  work  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  where 
repetitions  occur;'  likewise,  'extend  the  cable-tow  of  friend- 
ship and  brotherly  love.'  " 

The  Reviewers  leave  the  dry  husks  aside  and 
give  to  the  Capitular  world  the  genuine  kernel.  We 
lay  down  the  Proceedings  of  Alberta  well  satisfied, 
and  attuned  to  their  spirit. 

ARIZONA. 

David  Benshimol,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
in  Tucson,  February  14th,  1928. 
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Seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  faith- 
ful and  fruitful  in  attendance. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  did  not  respond 
to  roll  call. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  showed  that  he 
had  kept  in  close  co-operation  with  his  Jurisdictions 
during  the  year. 

He  gives  unstinted  praise  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
Comp.  Roskruge,  who  is  also  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  who  we  regret  to  know,  is  not 
enjoying  good  health. 

Membership,  1,285.     Net  gain,  9. 

A  very  good  report  of  the  meeting  of  General 
Grand  Chapter  at  Denver  is  given  by  Comp.  Bledsoe, 
one  of  the  features  emphasized  being: — 

"A  Royal  Arch  Educational  Bureau  was  recommended 
and  endorsed  and  an  appropriation  for  financing  it  was 
made  so  its  scope  may  be  broadened  to  include  the  coming 
triennial." 

H.  D.  Aitken  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest. 
Among  the  decisions  recorded  is  the  following:  — 

"That  it  is  illegal  and  improper  to  confer  any  of  the 
Capitular  degrees  on  Sunday." 

The  names  of  all  members  in  the  Jurisdiction 
are  given. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  our  Third  Grand 
Principal,  is  the  Grand  Representative  of  Arizona. 

Canada  is  represented  by  Comp.  James  H.  Bar- 
rett. 

ARKANSAS,  1927. 

Shem  E.  Hollabaugh,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Seventy-eighth  Convocation  was  held  in  the 
Albert  Pike  Memorial  Temple,  Little  Rock,  No- 
vember 17th,  1927. 

Grand  Secretary  Bone  having  been  injured  a 
few  days  before,  his  place  was  taken  by  his  son. 

Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests  appeared  before 
the  altar  and  were  given  Grand  Honours. 

Canada  was  represented  by  Comp.  Jeff  L.  Davis. 
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Comp.  G.  Allison  Holland,  of  Kentucky,  was 
made  an  honourary  member  of  Arkansas. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  says  hopefully  in  his  ad- 
dress:— 

"Royal  Craft  Masonry  has  shown  a  good,  healthy  growth 
in  numbers  and  a  far  better  understanding  of  the  great 
moral  principles  therein  contained." 

Being  asked  how  much  of  the  Ritual  ceremonies 
should  be  used  in  opening  a  Chapter  in  the  Royal 
Arch,  his  answer  brief  and  full  "all  of  it." 

A  defunct  Chapter  having  opened  the  Mark 
Master's  Degree,  two  candidates  were  elected  and 
received  the  Degree,  the  G.H.P.,  ruled  "all  illegal 
and  irregular,"  the  fee  to  be  returned. 

He  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  Grand 
Orator  to  create  a  greater  interest  in  the  study  of 
the  great  truths. 

He  sounds  a  note  of  warning  and  quotes  statis- 
tics to  justify  it: — 

rse    figures    show   that    the    finances     of    the     Grand 
pter  are  gradually  diminishing  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
our  membership  and  receipts  are  increasing." 

A  Chapter's  charter  not  having  been  secured 
by  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee rule:  — 

"In  regard  to  the  arrest  of  the  Charter  at  Waldo  we 
hold  that  same  was  arrested  and  annulled  and  the  physical 
fact  of  the  recovery  of  the  Charter  is  immaterial." 

The  next  regular  Convocation  was  fixed  for 
March,  a  change  in  date. 

The  Committee  on  Memorials  is  composed  of 
two  well  known  men  and  Masons,  Fay  Hempstead 
and  Mark  P.  Olney.  They  conclude  their  report 
thus:  — 

"Though  these  are  gone  away  and  yet  live  and  speak  to 
us  in  many  ways  and  through  the  ministerings  of  their 
good  deeds  and  words  which  they  have  left  behind  and  con- 
stituting the  richest  heritage  we  may  leave  our  frien 

Fred.  M.  Elliott,  of  Prescott,  represents  Arkan- 
sas. 

Membership,  8,286.     Net  gain,  207. 
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Mark  P.  Olney  submits  his  seventh  annual  re- 
view. He  says  that  the  use  of  General  Grand 
Chapter  Ritual  is  growing.  He  does  not  believe  in 
being  discouraged  and  along  this  line  is  buoyant:— 

"This  proves  to  us  that  we  are  often  too  prone  to  be- 
come pessimistic  over  matters  when  by  a  careful  look  we 
would  see  the  outstanding  cause  of  encouragement. 

"It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  of  the  Companions  will 
read  these  resumes  upon  which  we  have  spent  many  nights 
in  preparation  and  thus  get  to  the  Craft  the  ideas  gathered 
and  condensed  to  the  end  that  a  broader  knowledge  on  the 
working  of  the  Craft  and  its  laws  and  customs  may  be  had 
by  all." 

Under  Alberta  he  comments  and  we  agree: — 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  held  it  is  wrong  to  print  even 
names  of  new  officers  elected  and  installed,  which  seems 
to  us  going  pretty  far." 

Under  Canada  he  says  that  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents do  much  of  the  work  in  the  District.  He 
reviews  our  statistics  and  speaks  of  our  reception 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  his 
robes  of  office  at  Ottawa. 

Of  our  review  and  of  the  Proceedings  of  Canada 
generally  he  says: — 

"It  is  a  good  review,  and  the  whole  Proceeding  in  fact 
is  well  written  and  edited,  and  is  about  the  largest  volume 
which  we  get  at  our  desk." 

His  reports  are  concentrated  miniatures.  New 
South  Wales  calls  them  "telegraphic  writings." 

Under  New  York  he  notes  that  application  for 
Knights  Templar  drill  team  to  drill  at  a  Chapter 
meeting  was  of  course  refused. 

Praise  from  North  Carolina  was  appreciated: — 

"These  kind  words  compose  the  biggest  pay  we  get  for 
these  nights  of  work,  reading  and  compiling  a  review." 

ARKANSAS,  1928. 

L.  P.  Kemper,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Proceedings  are  very  short  as  they  signal- 
ize the  transition  period  between  November  and 
March,  to  which  later  date  the  Annual  Meeting  has 
been  changed.     Special  interest,  however,  is  given 
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to  the  Transactions  by  the  fact  that  the  minutes 
of  the  Convention  held  in  Little  Rock,  April  28th, 
1851,  have  been  discovered  and  are  reprinted  in 
full,  showing  the  originating  proceedings  taken  in 
the  formation  of  Grand  Chapter.  Some  of  them 
are  very  personal,  such  as  the  contribution  of  $3.50 
each  by  the  delegates  to  enable  the  Secretary  to 
purchase  a  record  book.  A  Committee  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  was  even  at  that  early  date  estab- 
lished, and  Grand  Lodge  was  assured  of  Grand 
Chapter's  hearty  co-operation  in  the  establishment 
of  St.  John's  College. 

The  Seventy-ninth  Annual  Communication  was 
held  again  in  Little  Rock,  March  6th,  1928.  G.H.P. 
Kemper  was  absent  through  illness  and  his  place 
was  taken  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  W.  Moore,  who  was 
subsequently  elected  in  his  stead  for  the  succeeding 
year. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  received  Grand 
Honours. 

Canada's  Grand  Reresentative  possibly  may 
have  had  some  good  excuse  for  absence. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  report  owing  to  his 
incumbency  commencing  with  winter  and  closing 
with  spring,  was  necessarily  brief  but  he  managed 
to  condense  a  good  deal  of  active  work  and  did  not 
shirk  any  duty.  He  reports  the  absconding  of  the 
Secretary  of  a  Chapter  with  several  hundred  dollars 
and  his  expulsion,  also  the  arrest  of  a  Chapter 
which  had  dwindled  and  was  moribund.  Being 
asked  to  execute  a  deed  of  some  property  and  not 
finding  any  authority  for  doing  so,  he  declined  to 
deed  away  property  of  Grand  Chapter  without 
action  by  Grand  Chapter.  The  other  explanations 
are  detailed  in  the  following: — 

"The  deed  provided  for  the  title  of  the  said  real  estate 
to  be  vested  in  'Belleville  Lodge,  No.  35,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,'  whereas,  Subordinate  lodges,  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  cannot  hold  title  to 
any   real   estate." 

He  says  it  is  appalling  how  many  Rituals  are 
lost  and  never  transmitted  to  the  successor  in  office 
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not  only  by  the  officers  of  the  subordinate  Chapters 
but  also  by  Grand  Chapter  Officers  themselves. 

Many  of  the  Chapters  were  not  represented  at 
this  "Semi-Annual"  meeting. 

A  motion  was  made  to  return  to  the  original 
date  of  meeting  in  November  but  after  a  long  debate 
this  was  negatived. 

A  Committee  composed  of  three  such  well  known 
men  and  Masons  as  Olney,  Hempstead  and  Bone, 
was  appointed  to  revise  and  redigest  the  edicts  of 
the  law. 

Frederick  M.  Elliott,  of  Prescott,  represents 
Arkansas,  and  Canada  is  represented  by  Jeff  L. 
Davis. 

We  do  not  note  any  report  of  loss  or  gain. 

The  brief  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  for  the 
eighth  time  in  the  capable  hands  of  Mark  P.  Olney, 
who  in  his  introduction  says: — 

"Of  the  fourteen  reviewed,  ten  have  made  gains  and 
four  have  had  losses,  and  the  gains  in  the  ones  showing  a 
gain  have  amounted  to  fifteen  hundred,  while  the  losses  in 
the  ones  showing  a  decline  have  footed  fourteen  hundred, 
making  the  gains  and  losses  just  about  even. 

"We  have  found  that  it  is  much  easier  to  collect  one 
year's  dues  from  a  Companion  than  two  or  more,  and  when- 
ever the  local  secretary  permits  a  Companion  to  get  behind 
and  does  not  collect  from  him  and  thus  lets  another  year 
pile  up  it  often  results  in  the  loss  of  that  Companion  by 
suspension." 

Under  Illinois  he  says  as  to  their  dual  recogni- 
tion of  Queensland: — 

"The  question  of  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in 
Queensland  was  up  and  to  be  sure  of  making  no  mistake 
they  recognized  both  of  them  there!" 

The  striking  amount  of  arrearages  of  dues  in 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  amounting  to 
nearly  $50,000  is  commented  upon,  but  are  we  not 
all  too  recreant  to  our  duty  in  this  respect? 

Under  West  Virginia  we  find  a  quaint  expres- 
sion:— 

"He  does  not  agree  with  us  on  Past  High  Priests  being 
given  their  standing  on  coming  to  us  from  another  state, 
but   we   cannot   all   agree.     It  is   like   the   fellow   who   com- 
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merited  on  the  fellow  who  kissed  the  cow,  "It  is  all  accord- 
ing to  your  taste." 

The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  met  as  usual. 


CALIFORNIA. 

James  B.  McLees,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Seventy-fourth  Convocation  assembled  in 
San  Diego,  April  17th,  1928.  Nine  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  set  an  example  to  the  younger  Breth- 
ren by  faithful  attendance.  Canada's  Grand  Repre- 
sentative did  not  respond  to  roll  call. 

The  Flag  ceremony  and  visitors  are  thus  re- 
corded:— 

"The  Flag  of  Our  Country  was  presented  at  the  altar, 
saluted  by  the  Companions  present  and  placed  in  the  East. 

"The  distinguished  visitors,  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  California,  Grand  Representatives, 
and  Earthquake  and  Fire  Survivors,  were  cordially  wel- 
comed by  the  Most  Excellent  and  greeted  with  the  Grand 
Honours  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  by  Three  Times  Three." 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  afterwards 
referred  to  a  special  Committee  for  segregation  and 
reference.  He  gave  a  full  account  of  his  steward- 
ship. He  said  that  time  has  planted  another  mile- 
stone along  the  pathway  of  Capitular  Masonry 
and  we  meet  united  in  a  great  brotherhood  each  on 
the  level  with  the  other,  taught  to  submit  to  consti- 
tued  authority  and  to  defend  with  all  our  might 
the  free  institutions  of  our  country. 

Of  Grand  Representatives  he  said:  — 

"If  these  rights  have  not  been  freely  exercised  by  repre- 
sentatives in  the  past,  it  is  because  they  have  not  asserted 
their  rights,  and  not  because  any  privilege  has  been  denied. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  express  your  opinion." 

Under  Necrology  he  pays  a  touching  tribute: — 

"Each  year  brings  a  list  of  Companions  whose  labours 
terrestrial  have  ceased,  and  we  have  been  taught  to  believe 
that  they  have  passed  to  a  sphere  celestial. 

"We  are  pleased  to  say  that  while  the  Craft  honoured 
them,  they  honoured  the  Craft;  'good  men  and  true  they 
must  have  been,  thus  far  to  come'  and  their  record,  bearing 
the  Signet  of  Truth,  has  been  carefully  compiled." 
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Education  is  favoured  by  all,  but  with  this  quali- 
fication:— 

"I  am  heartily  in  favour  of  education,  but  education  like 
charity  should  begin  at  home,  and  the  schools  of  instruction 
held  by  our  Grand  Lecturer  demonstrate  the  crying  need  of 
having  full  time  service. 

"Some  safeguards  should  be  created  to  protect  both  the 
Finance  Committee  and  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter." 

He  paid  many  official  visitations.  He  is  not  over 
enthusiastic  about  the  meeting  of  General  Grand 
Chapter  at  Denver  but  evidently  there  was  a  British 
redeeming  feature  which  we  are  delighted  to  note: — 

"There  were  several  resolutions  offered  and  much  legisla- 
tion presented,  but  the  conservative  element  prevails  in  this 
General  Grand  Body  and  new  matters  or  radical  changes 
must  border  on  absolute  necessity  to  meet  approval.  As  only 
Grand  Officers  or  Past  Grand  Officers  of  Jurisdictions  are 
eligible  to  participate,  and  as  it  requires  a  period  of  thiry 
years  to  go  through  the  chairs  unless  vacancies  occur,  it  may 
be  seen  that  active  officers  and  committeemen  are  mature  in 
years  and  do  not  readily  depart  from  their  seasoned  practices. 

"Lord  Cassillis  was  most  felicitious  in  his  remarks,  dwel- 
ling impressively  upon  the  intimate  relationship  of  his  noble 
family  to  America  through  two  marriages  into  American 
families,  and  his  own  brother  was  made  a  Mason  in  Wyo- 
ming. Lady  Cassillis  received  our  ladies  at  the  Brown 
Palace  in  a  most  gracious  manner.  This  bit  of  Scotch  in- 
troduced into  the  General  Grand  Body  was  most  stimulating. 

"Contrary  to  some  impressions  of  English  humor  our 
British  friend  made  the  most  refreshing  speech  of  the  session, 
keeping  his  audience  in  continuous  laughter  with  his  wit, 
cleverness  and  subtle  allusions  to  many  of  our  customs  that 
differ  from  theirs." 

However,  at  the  end  in  contemplating  the  whole 
gathering  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  meeting 
as  a  whole  was  a  "Capitular  feast"  and  all  were 
strengthened. 

Membership,  25,987.     Net  gain,  488. 

We  take  these  pregnant  sentences  from  the 
Grand  Lecturer's  Report.  Note  the  emphasis  on 
shorter  ritual  and  on  filling  "vacancies": — 

"Concerning  the  elimination  of  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  prayers  in  the  Principal  Sojourner's  work  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree,  and  the  substitution  therefor  of  the  shorter 
passages  now  in  use,  it  is  my  opinion  and  recommendation 
that  they  should  be  adopted  as  part  of  our  prescribed  ritual- 
istic work. 
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"Suggestion  has  been  made  in  which  I  heartily  concur, 
that  to  occupy  the  period  of  time  while  the  Principal  So- 
jourer  and  candidates  are  at  the  ruins,  the  High  Priest 
should  provide  some  particular  feature  to  engage  the  interest 
and  attention  of  the  attendant  members,  which  might  consist 
of  music  or  song  where  feasible,  or  a  short  talk  on  some  ap- 
propriate subject  by  one  qualified.  In  other  words,  we  must 
rely  upon  the  ingenuity  and  ability  of  our  High  Priests,  in 
the  general  conduct  of  his  Chapter  to  devise  and  carry  out 
such  a  programme  as  will  be  most  conducive  to  hold  the  in- 
terest and  attention  of  those  in  attendance. 

The  following  with  the  query — why  the  Ameri- 
can Rite?  Surely  our  Companions  have  no  monoply 
of  the  Rite:— 

"The  Committee  on  American  Rite  of  Freemasonry  re- 
ported that  the  booklet  'To  the  Master  Mason  Desiring 
Further  Knowledge,'  was  still  carrying  on;  that  its  useful- 
ness in  promoting  the  American  Rite  was  attested  by  num- 
bers of  our  Companions." 

The  Grand  Lecturer's  salary  was  increased  on 
a  full  time  basis  of  $5,000  with  reasonable  hotel  and 
travelling  expenses  to  be  allowed  and  the  per  capita 
tax  was  correspondingly  added  to  without  demur. 

Of  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  this  was  said 
when  he  was  presented  with  an  apron: — 

"He  is  known  as  'Bert.'  When  a  man  gets  to  that  point 
it  is  evident  that  he  has  slipped  under  the  skin,  as  it  were, 
of  his  Companions,  and  has  touched  their  heartstrings." 

A  list  of  clandestine  Chapters  and  clandestine 
pennies  is  printed  and:  — 

"Royal  Arch  Masons  are  recommended  to  consult  this 
list  when  solicited  for  a  favour." 

Joseph  Whyte  Rogers,  of  Toronto,  represents 
California,  and  Roland  English  Hartley,  of  San 
Francisco,  represents  Canada. 

The  Correspondence  Review  is  again  in  the  able 
hands  of  Aurther  A.  Willoughby,  who  in  his  intro- 
duction says  that  nearly  21,000  Royal  Arch  Masons 
were  severed  from  membership  in  the  Order  the  past 
year  by  the  suspension  route.  He  says  also  practi- 
cally:— 

'The  talk  has  drifted  largely  to  the  type  of  Companions 
who   are   selected   as   High    Priests   and    Secretaries   of  their 
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Chapters,  as  being  mostly  responsible  for  the  rise  or  fall  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry.  It  has  been  noted  that  when  the  Grand 
Officers  have  been  chosen  more  for  their  zeal,  fidelity  and 
attachment  to  Capitular  Masonry  than  for  political  con- 
siderations, that  the  institution  has  also  been  found  to  in- 
crease in  favour  in  the  sight  of  its  members. 

"The  problems  will  have  to  be  attacked  by  other  methods 
than  oratorical  flourishes  in  trying  to  explain  why  the  loss 
was  so  large.  The  problem  now  is  not  so  much  to  gain  new 
recruits  as  to  hold  those  we  have  and  make  good  Masons  out 
of  them.  Making  Chapter  meetings  so  interesting  that  mem- 
bers do  not  want  to  stay  away  is  one  secret  of  a  live  Chap- 
ter." 

Under  Alabama  he  comments  thus: — 

"We  thought  the  day  of  donations  for  wearers  of  the 
clerical  cloth  were  past,  but  apparently  not." 

He  speaks  thus  post-prandially  under  Alberta: — 

"Comp.  King  is  said  to  be  a  giant  physically  to  be  able 
to  visit  123  Chapters  in  one  year,  partake  of  chicken  dinners, 
turkey  dinners,  outdoor  dinners,  baked  ham  dinners,  bar- 
becues, venison  stews  and  what  not  and  come  through  alive." 

He  says  that  Comp.  Dunstan's  1927  address  was 
brief  but  contained  much  of  vital  interest  and  must 
have  created  a  very  friendly  impression.  He  thinks 
the  Pweports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  show  ex- 
cellent service  and  fine  results.  He  comments  upon 
the  carlessness  involved  in  the  arrears  exceeding 
$34,000  and  adds  quotations  from  Comp.  Gradiner's 
Committee: — 

"The  committe  figures  that  the  present  system  is  funda- 
mentally wrong  and  that  the  dues  should  cover  the  running 
expenses,  leaving  the  fees  to  go  into  a  reserve  fund  for  re- 
placements and  extraordinary  expenses." 

He  is  kindly  appreciative  of  our  Review: — 

"It  is  by  far  the  most  comprehensive  report  it  has  been 
our  lot  to  review  and  by  the  time  the  reading  is  over,  there  is 
not  much  left  to  look  over  in  any  of  the  other  reports." 

He  summarizes  the  truth  under  Colorado:  — 

"The  most  efficient  workers  in  the  Capitular  vineyard 
are  those  that  grow  up  in  it  and  do  it  to  the  exclusion  of 
carrying  water  in  too  many  Grand  Bodies.  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry to-day  needs  more  workers  who  are  honestly  interested 
in  its  welfare  first,  last  and  always. 
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"The  numerous  playground  organizations  based  on  Ma- 
sonic membership  came  in  for  a  'panning'  and  the  growing 
movement  was  termed  an  evil  and  becoming  a  detriment  to 
the  fraternity." 

Hear  the  other  side  of  the  general  problem  under 
Oklahoma's  letter  to  Kentucky: — 

"The  Grand  Secretary  in  his  report  referred  to  a  letter 
from  an  Oklahoma  Chapter  which  believed  that  introducing 
a  few  thrillers  into  the  R.A.  Degree  would  pep  things  up 
and  asked  for  suggestions." 

Michigan's  blanket  bond  for  all  Chapter  Officers 
is  again  commended,  and  here  is  a  universal  truth : — 

"The  suggestion  that  the  Chapter  Officers  put  snap  and 
vigour  into  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  to  make  it  attractive 
to  those  on  the  side  lines,  is  a  good  one." 

North  Carolina  strikes  a  responsive  chord : — 

"His  observations  are  to  the  effect  that  there  are  too 
many  organizations  in  this  country  grouping  themselves 
about  the  regularly  established  orders  of  Masonry,  with 
which  view  we  are  in  hearty  accord." 

South  Dakota  suggests  this  general  comment  on 
dependent  membership: — 

"The  matter  of  dependent  membership  is  touched  on  and 
it  is  reported  that  practically  every  Jurisdiction  in  this 
country  requires  good  standing  in  a  symbolic  lodge  for  con- 
tinuing Capitular  membership." 

Tables  of  statistics  which  follow  the  Review  are 
most  interesting.     We  note  the  following:  — 

"Rhode  Island  leads  with  an  average  membership  per 
Chapter  of  686  with  Nevada  coming  last  with  73. 

"Average  membership  per  Chapter  for  all  Jurisdictions, 
234." 

COLORADO. 

Frank  D.  Burns,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Fifty-third  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Denver,  September  27th,  1927.  No  less  than  six- 
teen Past  Grand  High  Priests  lent  strength  and 
dignity  to  the  Grand  East.  This  is  the  third  largest 
number  reported  of  any  Jurisdiction  this  year. 
(See  Kentucky.) 
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Distinguished  visitors  were  welcomed,  including 
Grand  Master  Vallery  of  the  Knights  Templar  and 
delegates  from  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Oklahoma, 
Kansas  and  Idaho  were  greeted.  Evidently  Col- 
orado is  a  favourite  host. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative,  Stanley  C. 
Warner,  was  present.     He  rarely  misses. 

The  address  of  G.H.P.  Burns  is  altogether  out  of 
the  ordinary  and  excellent  throughout.  He  takes 
as  key-note  "Whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report" 
that  wonderful  cumulative  text  by  St.  Paul,  and 
gives  this  word  of  encouragement  to  duty :  — 

"I  tr.ust,  and  you  may  expect  that  we  will  endeavor  to 
build  as  well  for  the  future,  that  those  who  come  after  us 
may  easily  avoid  the  pitfalls  and  dangers  that  may  arise 
from  time  to  time,  or  that  have  not  as  yet  been  swept  away." 

His  visitations  must  have  occupied  much  of  his 
time.  He  ordered  three  courtesy  Degrees  to  be 
conferred  upon  a  candidate  from  a  Chapter  in  Pen- 
nsylvania. He  notified  the  Chapter  that  should  the 
Companion  return  to  Colorado  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  confer  the  Past  Master's  Degree,  which  has 
been  adandoned  in  Pennsylvania. 

He  suggests  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  should 
always  be  kept  on  the  mailing  list  for  the  Trestle- 
board  of  the  constituent  Chapters. 

The  following  extracts  under  Social  Organiza- 
tions and  Condition  of  the  Craft  are  too  good  not 
to  be  reproduced  in  full  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers: — 

"I  refer  to  those  organizations,  some  of  them  national 
in  scope,  that  base  their  affiliation  on  a  prerequisite  Masonic 
membership.  While  I  am  free  to  admit  they  do  furnish 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  social  intercourse  for  their 
members,  and  outside  of  this,  many  of  them  have  no  further 
reason  for  existence.  At  the  same  time  they  are  creating 
a  wrong  impression  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  by  leading  the 
public  to  believe  they  compose  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Some 
of  our  Chapter  officials  are  using  their  energy  in  the  pro- 
motion and  promulgation  of  these  organizations  that  had 
better  be  exerted  in  the  affairs  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 
The  great  danger  lies  in  the  fact  that  if  these  parasites 
are  allowed  to  continue  to  multiply,  they  will  sap  the  very 
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life  blood  of  our  venerable  Order  and  leave  only  an  emaciated 
form  unable  to  resist  their  further  onslaughts. 

"For  this  reason  I  appeal  to  all  our  Royal  Craft  to  be 
particularly  careful  in  lending  your  support  and  encourage- 
ment to  anything  but  legitimate  Masonry. 

"No  scientist  will  make  generalizations  and  deductions  if 
they  cannot  be  based  on  sufficient  observational  data,  and 
this  applies  equally  to  conditions  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

"Our  Order  was  never  intended  to  be  a  popular  institu- 
tion. It  is  now,  and  always  has  been,  essentially  conserva- 
tive. The  Holy  Royal  Arch  was  originally  conferred  on  only 
those  who  had  served  their  Lodges  as  Masters.  Light  and 
truth  in  Masonry  has  always  been  revealed  slowly  and  comes 
only  by  virtuous  toil  and  willing  service.  The  sacred  tenets 
and  immortal  principles  inculcated  in  this  degree  can  only 
be  appreciated  and  appropriated  by  those  who  are  indeed 
Masters.  To  this  end,  it  is  essentially  necessary  that  each 
Chapter  choose  as  officers,  Companions,  who  by  their  genial 
personality,  their  peculiar  fitness  for  the  station  and  their 
excellence  in  the  ritualistic  work,  will  be  able  to  attract 
and  hold  their  qualified  brethren.  Any  community  may  well 
thank  God  for  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  if  the 
truths  taught  by  its  lectures,  symbolism  and  philosophy, 
through  the  enthusiastic  spirit  of  its  officers  and  members, 
permeates  the  life  of  that  community.  There  never  was 
a  time  when  the  world  needed  the  stabilizing  influences  of 
th-3  Ancient  Craft  as  it  does  to-day." 

Someone  has  said  'Work  is  a  weapon  of  honour 
and  he  that  lacks  it  will  never  prosper."  The  very 
name  of  our  ritual  is  work  and  by  work  alone  can 
you  obtain  the  secrets  of  a  Master  Mason  and  the 
Master's  word. 

Brother  Joseph  Fort  Newton  has  well  said 
"Masonry  works  for  man  through  man  and  never 
in  any  other  way.  It  asks  for  your  voice  and  mine 
to  speak  its  truths  to  man.  It  asks  for  your  hand 
and  mine  to  do  its  work  for  men." 

His  conclusion  is  satisfying: — 

"If  I  have  caused  a  few  Companions  to  stop  and  think, 
if  I  have  been  able  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  his- 
torical connections  of  our  Craft,  if  I  have  been  able  to  assist 
less  informed  Companions  to  comprehend  that  our  system  is 
not  a  series  of  unmeaning  rites,  and  if  I  have  been  able  to 
make  some  grasp  the  thought  that  this  most  sublime  degree, 
the  Royal  Arch,  inculcates  a  firm  belief  in  the  existence 
and  attributes  of  a  Supreme  Being  and  teaches  a  due 
reverence  for  His  great  and  holy  name,  then  I  will  not  con- 
sider my  labours  have  been  in  vain  and  I  will  feel 
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"  'We  are  living.     We  are  dwelling, 
In  a  grand  and  glorious  time; 
In  an  age  on  ages  telling, 
To  be  living  is  sublime.'  " 

Membership,  8,147.     Net  gain,  45. 

The  grant  of  $500  to  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Welfare  Fund  was  restored  by  Grand  Chapter  vote 
although  reported  against  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest  and  the  Committee.  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
can  obtain  what  no  other  men  can,  and  the  hearts 
of  the  Royal  Craft  are  always  responsive;  Colorado 
was  at  great  expense  during  this  current  year  in 
entertaining  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Dr.  James  McC.  Potts,  of  Stirling,  represents 
Colorado. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  H.  W.  Woodward.  It  is  brief  but  vigorous 
and  to  the  point. 

Under  Alabama  the  Committee  having  recom- 
mended that  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  Rabbis  in 
good  standing  might  receive  the  Degrees  gratuitous- 
ly, the  question  having  been  laid  over  until  next  year 
for  final  action,  our  colleague  thus  expresses  what 
probably  will  be  the  majority  opinion  in  different 
Grand  Jurisdictions: — 

"We  sincerely  hope  that  mature  reflection  on  the  part 
of  our  Alabama  Companions  will  snow  this  part  of  the  re- 
solutions under.  It  is  class  legislation  and  while  it  is 
practised  to  some  extent  in  some  parts  of  the  country  it 
is  not  and  should  not  be  the  general  practise  of  Masonic 
bodies.  There  is  no  man  big  enough  to  confer  a  favour  on 
any  Masonic  body  by  becoming  a  member  of  it.  The  obliga- 
tion is  all  the  other  way.  Conferring  degrees  gratuitously 
must  almost  of  necessity  mean  soliciting  membership,  which 
is  another  very  good  reason  for  not  doing  it." 

He  reports  a  number  of  Grand  Chapters  as  doing 
away  with  the  office  of  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
but  personally  believes  that  the  period  of  probation 
is  not  any  too  long. 

As  to  the  keystone,  a  ceremony  analogous  to  the 
cornerstone  in  Craft  Lodges,  he  suggests  under 
California: — 
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"One  of  his  actions  was  so  far  as  the  writer  knows 
unique:  this  was  the  placing  of  the  keystone  at  the  com- 
pletion of  a  new  Masonic  Temple.  It  would  certainly  seem 
that  such  a  ceremony  would  be  appropriate  and  fitting,  and 
we  remember  seeing  in  some  old  Masonic  literature  a  refer- 
ence to  such  a  ceremony,  but  have  never  been  able  to  find 
any  description  or  ritual." 

He  deems  the  address  of  Grand  Z.  Dunstan  a 
very  concise  report  of  his  many  Masonic  activities. 
He  reports  also  on  the  Grand  Scribe  E.'s  work.  He 
calls  Comp.  Gardiner's  Capitular  Masonry  report 
an  exhaustive  and  general  survey,  making-  interest- 
ing reading.   Of  our  own  review  he  kindly  says : — 

"Companion  Ponton  again  presents  the  report  on  fra- 
ternal correspondence,  covering  thoroughly  all  the  juris- 
dictions whose  proceedings  came  to  his  hand." 

And  he  quotes  our  opinion  as  to  semi-detached 
side  Orders,  male  and  female,  which  disintegrate 
and  dissipate  the  concentration  and  unity  of  pur- 
poses demanded  as  a  vital  essential  of  Lodge  and 
Chapter. 

He  reports  receipt  from  England  of  a  record  of 
a  Quarterly  Convocation  but  did  not  find  much  in 
it.  Will  not  England  soon  adopt  the  publication 
of  an  annual  volume  as  nearly  all  other  Grand  Juris- 
dictions do  throughout  the  world  ? 

Georgia  and  mass  production  furnish  this  in- 
teresting comment:  — 

"It  is  difficult  for  us  to  see  how  one  hundred  and  twelve 
candidates  can  receive  the  four  degrees  of  the  Capitular 
system,  in  one  day,  and  get  anything  out  of  them  but  a 
confused  jumble  of  signs  and  pass  words.  In  most  jurisdic- 
tions this  large  class  method  is  the  one  followed  by  the 
Scottish  Rite,  of  which  this  writer  is  a  thoroughly  loyal  and 
faithful  member;  but  while  the  two  rites  parallel  each  other 
to  a  great  extent,  their  methods  are  widely  divergent,  and 
necessarily  so. 

"Chapters  now  are  too  often  regarded  as  stepping  stones 
to  other  organizations,  and  that  will  be  the  case  more  and 
more,  if  we  try  to  push  them  through  in  crowds  and  clear 
the  slate." 

He  differs  entirely  from  Illinois  who  apparently 
submitted  to  constituent  Chapters  a  matter  for  ap- 
proval or  rejection.     He  well  says:  — 
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"The  administration  and  government  of  regular  Masonic 
bodies  is  the  best  instance  of  a  purely  representative  govern- 
ment in  existence,  and  it  would  be  a  great  misfortune  to 
introduce  the  initiative  and  referendum  or  any  other  of  the 
modern  political  fads  which  just  at  present  seem  to  be  so 
popular." 

Under  Rhode  Island  he  disapproves  entirely,  as 
we  do,  of  the  incorporation  of  constituent  Chapters 
whereby  those  Chapters  are  removed  from  the  abso- 
lute control  of  the  Grand  Chapters. 

He  cannot  find  anything  particular  to  report  in 
three  pamphlets  he  received  as  to  Quarterly  Meet- 
ings from  Scotland.  Scotland,  too.  should  brace-up 
and  publish  an  annual  volume. 

This  from  his  reassuring  conclusion  which  we 
hope  will  be  prophetically  true: — 

"The  Capitular  Rite  seems  to  be  in  something  of  a 
'slump'  owing  in  part,  it  is  very  likely,  to  the  reaction 
from  the  high  pressure  salesmanship  methods  which  pre- 
vailed for  a  few  years,  but  the  inherent  soundness  of  our 
institution  will  carry  it  safely  through  any  such  experience 
and  in  a  short  time  the  slow  but  steady  progress  which  has 
characterized  the  Chapters  for  years  will  once  more  be  in  evi- 
dence." 

CONNECTICUT. 

Edward  A.  Klatte,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Annual  Con- 
vocation was  held  in  Hartford,  May  8th,  1928. 

No  less  than  nineteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
set  an  example  of  duty  and  fidelity  by  their  presence 
at  the  altar  and  among  the  Grand  Representatives 
was  our  own  faithful  George  N.  Delap  who  never 
fails  and  whose  visit  to  us  at  Ottawa  is  well  and 
pleasantly  remembered.  Many  distinguished  visi- 
tors gathered  at  this  fount  of  hospitality. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  that  a  complete 
collection  of  Chapter  pennies  had  been  secured  for 
the  archives  of  the  State  Library  and  each  had  been 
engraved  with  the  mark  of  the  oldest  Past  High 
Priest  of  each  Chapter.  This  is  a  novel  and  praise- 
worthy suggestion  for  other  Grand  Jurisdictions. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  felt  that  the  expense  of 
a  Grand  Lecturer  would  be  more  than  Grand 
Chapter  could  afford  and  the  Committee  apparently 
agreed  with  him. 

On  an  application  for  a  ruling  not  covered  by 
the  Constitution  of  Grand  Chapter  the  Grand  High 
Priest  referred  them  to  the  Constitution  of  Grand 
Lodge  as  governing. 

Under  General  Grand  Chapter  he  gives  this 
admonitory  note  in  regard  to  the  future:  — 

"One  of  the  pleasing  features  of  this  meeting  was  the 
election  of  Wilbur  A.  Scott,  of  Rhode  Island.  This  again 
brings  New  England  into  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  but 
I  firmly  believe  that  unless  we  send  more  delegates  to  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  under  their  present  mode  of  ballot- 
ing that  eventually  the  East  will  not  be  represented." 

D.G.H.P.  Buell  (subsequently  elected  G.H.P.), 
reported :  — 

"We  seem  to  have  entered  upon  a  period  of  leanness, 
especially  among  our  smaller  Chapters.  Offcers  who  have 
only  one  opportunity  to  do  the  work  during  the  year  are 
doing  heroic  service  if  they  learn  the  parts  assigned." 

Membership,  16,762.     Net  gain,  94. 

Under  Masonic  Home  the  Committee  reported 
that  all  members  of  the  Board  served  continuously 
without  pay  and  that  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love 
is  ever  present. 

The  Charity  Fund  expended  $1,000  a  month 
for  support  of  minors  outside  the  home.  Grand 
Chapter  appropriated  $1,500  per  year  for  five  years 
to  erect  a  building  for  the  use  of  mothers  with  chil- 
dren. 

The  alphabetical  marking  does  not  receive  uni- 
versal approval.  The  Committee  on  Rituals  headed 
by  our  old  friend  Edgar  B.  Ellis  thus  expresses  its 
opinion :  — 

"Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  present 
method  of  marking  Chapters  at  time  of  inspection  does  not 
accomplish  the  purpose  intended,  but  creates  a  feeling  of 
dissatisfaction.     It  is  very  difficult  to  do  justice." 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harvey  J.  Milne,  of  Kingston,  is 
the  energetic  Grand  Representative  of  Connecticut. 
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The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  flourishes. 

George  A.  Kies,  Grand  Secretary,  presents  his 
twentieth  Review  and  reports  that  exaltations  in 
the  United  Staes  have  deceased  in  a  year  by  2,689 
and  suspensions  have  increased  by  4,071.  He 
adds: — 

"The  fact  that  exaltations  have  decreased  by  only  a  little 
over  6%,  owing  probably  to  business  and  industrial  condi- 
tions, leads  us  to  believe  that  Capitular  Masonry  is  far 
from  waning  permanently." 

"Making  new  members  is  not  the  main  reason  for  Capi- 
tular existence." 

His  interspersed  remarks  are  quaint  and  to  the 
point,  as  witness  this  from  Alabama: — 

"Under  Michigan,  he  said  a  mouthful. 

"Lodge-life  can  survive  with  a  mixture  of  good,  bad  and 
indifferent  members;  but  the  secretary  who  doesn't  class 
good,  better  or  best,  should  be  promptly  eliminated." 

Reviewing  Alberta  he  says  that  it  is  more  than 
fifty  times  in  area  greater  than  Connecticut.  He 
infers  that  at  least  a  year's  service  as  Second  Princi- 
pal is  their  requisite  to  eligibility  as  First.  Con- 
necticut has  no  such  restriction. 

This  is  interesting  under  British  Columbia: — 

"He  commends  your  reporter  for  abandoning  segregation 
of  U.  S.  and  foreign  Grand  Chapters.  He  objects  to  the 
term  foreign  'as  applied  Masonically,  although  it  may  be 
correct  geographically.'  Let  us  state  that  we  never  use 
the  word  except  in  the  latter  sense. 

"Under  Missouri,  commenting  on  the  more  than  a  cen- 
tury of  peace  on  both  sides  of  the  Canada-U.  S.  line,  main- 
tained 'without  fort  or  guard,'  he  utters  a  prayer,  in 
which  all  true-blooded  Americans  will  fervently  join." 

Canada  1927  is  briefly  reviewed.  They  note  the 
presence  with  us  of  Grand  Treasurer  Delap.  As  to 
reasonable  economy  in  expenditures  he  says: — 

"Every  Grand  and  Constituent  body  should  have  at  least 
a  tentative  budget. 

"On  the  matter  of  depending  partially  upon  income  from 
fees  to  defray  running  expenses,  the  Committee  on  Condi- 
tion of  the  Rite  takes  this  absolutely  correct  standpoint. 

"Fundamentally,  the  whole  system  is  wrong." 
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He  speaks  of  revising  the  Ritual  and  of  our  Din- 
ner. He  says  that  in  our  Review  we  are  over  kind 
to  him  and  he  quotes  from  our  Report. 

We  read  again  that  much  disputed  and  discussed 
quotation  under  District  -of  Columbia  incidentally 
as  follows:  — 

"He  praises  the  work  of  your  reporter,  which  we  are 
sufficiently  vain  to  highly  appreciate. 

"Praise  from  Sir  Hubert  is  praise  indeed." 

"His  interesting  and  instructive  foreword  discusses  the 
present  general  slump  in  membership,  which  he  believes 
'has  no  threatening  implications'  and  doubts  if  in  any  state 
the  losses  will  be  as  depressing  as  those  of  the  years  after 
the  Civil  War. 

"We  personally  view  with  increased  confidence  these 
optimistic  prognostications,  coming  as  they  do  from  a  Com- 
panion who  is  a  trained  and  experienced  political  newspaper 
correspondent  and  hence  perforce  an  expert  observer  in 
general." 

Idaho  gives  him  a  gem: — 

"The  spirit  of  self-interest,  taken  apart  from  moral  con- 
siderations has  never  built  a  world  fit  to  live  in  and  never 
will." 

This  under  Iowa: — 

"Iowa  has  an  apparently  active  Guild  of  Masonic  Secre- 
taries.    A  mighty  good  move. 

"Truly,  wars  are  equally  demoralizing  to  both  victor 
and  vanquished." 

He  speaks  as  all  do,  of  Kentucky's  wonderful 
work  in  placing  the  older  Home  children  in  High 
Schools. 

He  does  not  approve  of  making  identification 
cards  essential: — 

"Under  Rhode  Island  in  reidentification  (labour  union) 
cards. 

"I  know  something  of  how  it  works  as  I  was  refused 
examination  without  card  even  with  perfect  avouchment. 

"These  cards  are  the  biggest  nuisance  to  Grand  Secre- 
taries." 

We  hope  he  will  some  day  revise  his  indirect 
opinion  of  our  legal  profession  which  is  in  the  main 
"honest  in  its  aim  and  effective  in  its  aid  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice,"  but  they  are  classed  with 
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reviewers    generally    under    Michigan    by    our   col- 
league:— 

"Some  years  ago,  a  good  brother  who  was  that  com- 
paratively rara  avis,  a  strictly  honourable  and  honest  lawyer, 
paternally  advised  us:  'You  tell  too  much  truth.'  We  could 
only  feebly  counter:  'Of  course  that  does  not  appeal  to  law- 
yers.' 

"In  his  foreword,  he  correctly  solicits  the  opinion  of  Com- 
panions on  his  work,  and  adds  that  criticism,  either  con- 
structive or  destructive,  is  acceptable.  We  wonder  if  he 
gets  either.  We  have  for  years  invited  suggestions  from 
Connecticut  Companions,  but  with  small  results.  A  few 
jollying  friends  have  assured  us  that  it  makes  no  difference 
as  'nobody  reads  your  reports.'  But  when  we  counter  that 
they  better  be  discontinued,  the  jolliers  say  no,  and  hint 
that  our  reports  may  be  a  'necessary  evil.'  " 

Scotland  always  furnishes  a  nugget  for  re- 
viewers:— 

"We  might  add  that  Earl  Cassillis  who  has  traveled 
over  nearly  all  of  the  world,  appears  to  us  as  more  a 
cosmopolitan  than  a  Scotsman. 

"Some  space  is  given  to  a  recital  of  the  unfortunate  dif- 
ferences between   Scotland  and  Australian  Grand  Chapters. 

"It  is  difficult  for  us,  with  our  broader  Capitular  free- 
dom, to  understand  why  both  sides  stick  to  what  appear  to  us 
minor  considerations." 

And  anent  Scotland  and  Australasia  we  read 
under  South  Carolina:  — 

"On  Scotland's  controversy  with  colonial  Grand  Chapters, 
he  tersely  comments:  'Our  Auld  Mither  likes  to  flock  by 
herself.'  " 

He  does  not  approve  of  Grand  Chapters  sponsor- 
ing De  Molay  or  outside  Orders. 

DELAWARE. 

J.  Wallace  Woodford,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Sixtieth  Convocation  was  held  in  Wilming- 
ton, 18th,  January,  1928. 

No  less  than  16  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were 
honoured  at  the  altar,  a  splendid  example  shown  to 
the  official  family  in  this  relatively  small  Grand 
Jurisdiction  surrounded  by  great  ones. 

The  Grand  Master  and  other  distinguished  visi- 
tors from  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania  were  welcomed  with  acclaim. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  is  worthy  of 
many  quotations.     Space  permits  the  following:  — 

'•'We  have  met  to-day  to  glance  over  the  way  we  have 
traveled,  consider  the  situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves, 
re-establish  our  objectives,  and,  incidentally,  to  taste  again 
of  that  unique  fellowship  which  is  peculiar  to  Royal  Arch 
Masonry. 

"A  feeling  engendered  by  the  realization  that  large  or 
small,  we  are  facing  the  same  problems,  sharing  in  similar 
endeavor,  and  have  our  eyes  fixed  on  common  objectives. 

"Some  of  these  weary  sojourners  had  wrought  in  the 
quarries.  Around  the  shoulders  of  others  had  been  cast  the 
mantle  of  leadership.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  teaches  us,  how- 
ever, that  all  work  is  important  and  essential  in  the  building 
of  the  Temple  of  Civilization,  and  we  honour  them  alike. 

"'All  have  a  share  in  the  beauty;  all  have 

a  part  in  the  plan; 
What  does  it  matter  what  duty  falls  to 

the  lot  of  a  man? 
Each  has  a  hand  in  the  building;  no  one 

has  builded  alone — 
Whether  a  cross  he  was  gilding,  whether 

he  carried  the  stone.'  " 

Of  his  many  visitations  he  says,  summing  up  the 
result: — 

"These  visitations  are  undoubtedly  the  high  spots  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest's  term  of  office.  They  bring  him  in  close 
contact  with  work  of  Capitular  Masonry.  At  the  same  time 
these  visits  of  the  Grand  Officers  mean  much  to  the  Chapter, 
whether  it  is  large  or  small.  They  relieve  the  monotony  of 
degree  work,  and  promote  the  social  side  of  our  fraternity, 
which,  after  all,  is  one  of  its  chiefest  charms.  The  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  York  has  for  its  objective  the  relief  of 
Masons  who  are  afflicted  with  that  scourge  of  human-kind — 
tuberculosis.  Such  a  practical  application  of  the  principles 
of  Masonry  cannot  help  but  inject  new  life  and  interest  in 
Capitular  Masonry." 

He  thinks  well  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood, 
saying:  — 

"The  ceremonies  create  a  mental  atmosphere  that  serves 
as  a  background  for  the  High  Priest  as  long  as  he  discharges 
the  functions  of  that  office.  It  means  much  to  be  an  anointed 
High  Priest,  and  this  degree  emphasises  in  a  splendid  man- 
ner the  importance  of  this  call  to  service." 

He  echoes  what  many  think  with  regard  to  the 
undue  length  of  Degrees:  — 
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"The  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  my  opinion,  is  too  long  to 
attract  the  attendance  of  our  memmbership  and  hold  their  in- 
terest. It  could  be  shortened  without  lessening  its  effect 
or  elliminating  any  essential  parts. 

Grand  Representatives  should  take  heed  to  the 
following: — 

"It  means  something  to  represent  another  Grand  Juris- 
diction near  our  own.  The  interchange  of  representatives  is 
the  visible  evidence  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  between 
the  jurisdictions  concerned.  This  position,  then,  is  one  of 
responsibility  and  an  opportunity  for  service." 

The  Condition  of  the  Craft  is  thus  summarized 
and  its  lessons  deduced: — 

"Every  Mason  needs  the  Chapter  degrees.  They  give  to 
his  Masonic  experience  a  touch  of  completeness,  looked  at 
from  either  a  symbolic  or  practical  viewpoint. 

"The  prophet  Isaiah,  at  one  time,  realizing  the  need  of 
his  people,  gave  utterance  to  this  striking  admonition: 
'Lengthen  your  ropes  and  strengthen  your  stakes.'  This 
figure,  familiar  to  those  who  lived  in  tents,  might  well  be 
applied  to  Masonry. 

"Looking  at  the  Institution  from  the  outside  it  appears 
vague,  mysterious,  an  object  of  curiosity.  Each  degree  sheds 
its  rays  of  light,  discloses  some  phase  of  Truth.  Then, 
finally,  when  the  Royal  Arch  is  reached,  the  curtain  lifts,  the 
veils  are  parted,  and  we  see  the  Masonic  structure  in  all  of 
its  beauty  and  significance. " 

Canada  was  represented  by  Comp.  George  S. 
Scott. 

Membership,  2,023.     Net  gain,  11. 

Much  business  was  transacted  but  largely  of 
local  interest. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alfred  C.  Larter,  of  Toronto,  re- 
presents Delaware. 

Standing  resolutions  and  decisions  from  1871  are 
printed  in  four  pages  of  the  Proceedings. 

Under  Foreign  Correspondence,  Thomas  J.  Day 
presents  his  twelfth  review.  He  is  an  adept  in  con- 
centration and  in  the  selection  of  striking  passages. 
This,  for  instance,  from  the  Proceedings  of  General 
Grand  Chapter  at  Denver: — 

"Companions:  Having  partaken  of  the  bountiful  hospital- 
ity of  the  Masons  of  the  Sovereign  State  of  Colorado,  viewed 
her  beautiful   scenery,  her  massive  snow-capped   mountains, 
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her  starry-decked  canopy,  her  gorgeous  flowers,  her  icy 
blasts,  her  liquid  fog,  her  chilling  rains  and  life-giving  sun- 
shine, your  Committee  offer  the  following  resolution,"  etc., 
etc. 

He  speaks  of  the  many  distinguished  guests  at 
our  gathering  in  Ottawa  and  quotes  from  Grand  Z. 
Dunstan's  address  many  choice  paragraphs.  Nearly 
all  Reviewers  repeat  the  verse  with  which  he  closed, 
which  we  reproduce: — 

"  'For  not  by  Eastern  windows  only, 

When  daylight  comes,  comes  in  the  light 
In  front  the  Sun  climbs  slowly,  how  slowly 
But  Westward  look,  the  land  is  bright.'  " 

He  says  the  Grand  Superintendents'  reports  de- 
tailed conditions  as  they  existed.  He  summarized 
Grand  Scribe  E.'s  statistics,  thanks  us  for  our  kindly 
notice  in  our  Review  and  calls  it  an  excellent  report. 

As  to  so-called  social  organizations  he  says:  — 

"His  remarks  in  reference  to  social  organizations  have 
the  right  ring. 

"For  this  reason  I  appeal  to  all  our  Royal  Craft  to  be 
particularly  careful  in  lending  your  support  and  encourage- 
ment to  anything  but  legitimate  Masonry." 

Indiana  gives  him  a  verse  or  two  to  point  a  moral 
and  adorn  a  tale  of  good  fellowship: — 

"In  this  life  I  have  found  that  we  get  what  we  give; 
That  we're   done  to  forsooth,   as  we  do; 
My  prayer  is  that  I  may  live  while  I  live, 
With  a  bunch  of  good  fellows  like  you. 

"So  I  pledge  you  again,  and  can  only  say  this 
And  it  springs  from  sentiment  true, 
I  shall  always  regret  every  day  that  I  miss 
From  a  bunch  of  good  fellows  like  you." 

Under  Manitoba  he  speaks  of  the  quiet  dignity 
of  the  men  of  the  Order  and  the  silent  eloquent  in- 
fluence of  character. 

Perhaps  we  cannot  better  close  our  review  of  his 
review  than  by  these  verses  selected  by  him  under 
Texas: — 

"Could  I  but  say  each  stone  was  square, 
And  fit  into  the  space, 
Left  by  the  master  'HIRAM'  there- 
Each  fitting  in  its  place — 
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"I'd  welcome  the  soft  twilight  eve 
When  last  I  laid  me  down, 
Without  a  darkened  thought,  to  grieve, 
Or  fear  to  mar  my  crown." 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Charles  R.  Bartlett,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Sixty-first  Convocation  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Washing- 
ton, February  8th,  1928.  Ten  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  kept  in  active  touch  with  the  centre. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative,  who  is  also 
Grand  Lecturer  and  Grand  Visitor  Yung  and  who 
gave  an  admirable  report  during  the  meting,  was 
duly  present. 

The  presence  of  a  large  number  of  Grand  Lodge 
Officers  was  specially  noted  and  they  were  welcomed. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  a  stirring  address 
full  of  rallying  appeal  expressed  in  a  crisp  and 
taking  manner,  as  the  following  extracts  will  illus- 
trate:— 

"Although  we  are  denied  the  pleasure  of  'pointing  with 
pride'  to  any  noteworthy  achievement  during  the  year,  it 
also  seems  unnecesary  to  'view  with  alarm'  the  condition 
of  the  Craft.  While  there  may  appear  a  note  of  pessimism 
in  this  report,  there  is  also  an  underlying  thread  of  melody 
which  has  for  its  theme  the  very  evident  increase  in  the 
spirit  of  seriousness  that  is  becoming  increasinly  apparent 
in  the  work. 

"As  it  is  in  the  realm  of  business,  so  it  is  becoming  among 
us.  We  are  more  often  requiring  that  our  officers  wear 
other  jewels  than  those  of  office. 

"Our  creed  is  but  a  restatement  of  that  of  a  Master 
Mason — Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth. 

"The  man  seeking  membership  in  a  Masonic  Lodge  bases 
his  desire  upon  some  benefit  which  he  expects  will  accrue 
therefrom.  This  is  not  in  any  way  reprehensible,  for  most 
of  our  desires  are  thus  based. 

"The  responsibility  for  a  declining  membership  is  an  in- 
dividual responsibility.  We  preach,  but  we  do  not  practice; 
we  point  the  way,  but  we  do  not  walk  therein. 

"They  know  the  joy  that  comes  from  the  'conscious  per- 
formance of  a  good  action.'  Presumably  the  others  are  com- 
forted by  the  thought  that  'they  also  serve  who  only  stand 
and  wait.'  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  waiting  brings  to 
them  the  'soul's  calm  sunshine  and  the  heartfelt  joy'  which 
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they  were  led  to  expect,  and  which  they  would  receive  so 
much  more  abundantly  if  they  but  gave  more  of  themselves 
to  this  great  work  in  which  we  earnestly  wish  they  would 
become  more  actively  engaged." 

The  above  are  taken  at  random  from  various 
portions  of  his  well  received  remarks.  Others  fol- 
low along  different  lines  and  will  be  as  interesting 
and  applicable  to  Canadians  as  to  the  United 
States: — 

"The  work  of  the  High  Priets'  Association  cannot  be  too 
highly  commended.  This  interesting  and  important  organi- 
zation is  of  increasing  value  to  the  Chapters,  for  through 
the  contacts  it  forms  flows  the  current  that  energizes  them 
to  emulative  activity;  and  from  it  its  members  receive  many 
of  the  ideas  which,  put  into  practice,  result  in  mutual  benefit. 
"The  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  are  so  closely  in- 
terwoven with  those  of  the  Lodges  that  our  hopes  are  one 
with  theirs,  that  the  Vision  of  Masonry  in  this  Jurisdiction 
may  ere  long  become  a  living  reality." 

"A  day  has  been  perfect  when  at  its  end  we  find  'the  soul 
of  a  friend  we've  made.' 

"There's  all  of  pleasure  and  all  of  peace 
In  a  friend  or  two; 
And  all  your  troubles  will  find  release 

In  a  friend  or  two; 
It's  in  the  grip  of  a  clasping  hand, 
On  native  soil  or  in  alien  land, 
For  the  world  is  made, —  (do  you  understand?) 

Of  a  friend  or  two. 
Then  brim  the  goblet  and  quaff  a  toast 

To  a  friend  or  two; 
For  glad  is  the  man  who  can  always  boast 

Of  a  friend  or  two; 
The  fairest  sight  is  a  friendly  face, 
The  blithest  tread  is  a  friendly  pace, 
And  heaven  will  be  a  better  place 
For  a  friend  or  two." 

The  conclusion  of  Grand  Lecturer  Yung's  Report 
rings  true:  — 

"Another  year  starts.  Fortunate  he  who,  determined 
and  courageous  in  spite  of  past  disappointments  and  failures, 
resolves  firmly  to  make  this  a  good  year.  The  past  cannot 
be  recalled.  But  mistakes  of  the  past  can  be  mended  in  the 
future.  Failures  of  the  past  can  be  wiped  out  by  success 
in  the  future." 

G.H.P.-elect  Raymond  B.  Dickey  well  said  in  the 
course  of  his  installation  address : — 
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"Indifference  gets  us  nowhere,  while  the  zealous  brother 
not  only  does  things  himself  but  carries  to  others  the  con- 
tagion of  the  enthusiasm  which  dominates  his  actions. 

"Elsewhere  in  our  ceremonies  we  are  admonished  that  our 
actions  should  be  such  as  to  convince  mankind  of  the  good- 
ness of  our  institution  and  it  is  certain  that  we  cannot  con- 
vince others  unless  we  are  ourselves  convinced/' 

$1,000  was  given  by  Grand  Chapter  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Home. 

Net  loss  in  membership,  129. 

Robert  W.  Clewlo,  of  Toronto,  represents  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  doings  of  the  various  Grand  Chapters  of  the 
Capitular  world  in  so  far  as  the  Proceedings  had 
been  received  by  him,  are  again  admirably  treated 
by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  W.  Jermane,  whose  clarity  of 
style  indicates  the  experienced  journalist. 

Speaking  generally  he  reviews,  and  welcoming 
back  Michigan  and  Colorado,  he  says  in  an  admir- 
able summing  up: — 

California,  unlike  Michigan,  did  not  abandon  the  cor- 
respondence reports,  but  arranged  them  under  topical  head- 
ings, without  any  regard  to  state  lines,  and  to  the  exclusion 
of  specific  information  as  to  what  each  Grand  Chapter  was 
doing. 

"The  result  was  unsatisfactory.  Thousands  of  Com- 
panions in  Michigan  and  California,  formerly  residents  of 
other  states,  and  interested  in  what  they  were  doing  in  a 
Capitular  way,  found  themselves  entirely  cut  off  from  in- 
formation of  that  kind.  Finally,  the  pressure  became  so 
strong  that  the  old  custom  was  restored. 

"There  is  no  good  reason  why  the  correspondence  report 
should  not  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  every 
Grand  Chapter  annnual  publication. 

"By  and  large,  the  strongest  men  at  the  Round  Table 
are  those  who  have  been  sitting  there  for  a  long  time.  In 
every  case  where  they  are  fitted  to  their  tasks,  they  give  a 
good  account  of  themselves. 

"But  we  can  all  of  us  put  the  best  that  we  have  into  the 
work,  and  strive  to  improve  its  quality  year  after  year." 

Under  Alberta  with  regard  to  British  Capitular 
Masonry  we  are  pleased  to  read : — 

"These  losses  seem  to  be  confined  to  North  America.  So 
far  as  I  can  recall,  there  has  been  nothing  of  that  kind  in 
the  Grand  Chapters  of  Australia  or  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, which  have  been  reporting  net  gains  through  the  post- 
war period  thus  far." 
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In  his  fraternal  Review  of  Canada  he  refers 
specially  to  the  financial  and  membership  statistics 
contained  in  the  admirable  report  of  the  Grand  Z. 
and  of  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Henry  T.  Smith,  and  especi- 
ally emphasises  that  $5,500  was  distributed  by  con- 
stituent Chapters  in  benevolence.  However  he  does 
not  fail  to  note  that  our  outstanding  dues  are  alto- 
gether too  large  amouning  to  over  $34,000.  This 
has  probably  since  been  reduced.  What  is  true  of 
a  few  of  the  Chapters  is  true  of  others  in  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions  "with  few  exceptions  we  have 
been  trading  upon  our  capital." 

He  is  kindly  appreciative  of  our  Review  say- 
ing:— 

"Companion  Ponton,  continues  to  write  a  very  interesting 
and  up-to-date  correspondence  report,  one  of  the  best  that 
comes  to  my  notice." 

Manitoba  is  encouraged  and  encouraging: — 

"Manitoba,  like  Saskatchewan,  is  doing  good  work  and 
abundantly  justifying  the  Companions  whose  faith  brought  it 
into  being." 

Comp.  Allen's  varied  and  worth-while  work  for 
North  Carolina  and  Masonry  generally  is  thus 
emphasized: — 

"The  correspondence  report  fills  196  pages,  to  only  59 
for  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  which  shows  the 
importance  that  is  attached  to  it." 

Having  urged  the  same  under  Canada  we  are 
pleased  to  read  this  under  Pennsylvania  as  the 
words  of  a  wise  and  experienced  Mason: — 

"Called  district  meetings,  the  Grand  Chapter  sponsors 
local  schools  of  instruction  all  over  the  state,  and  they  seem 
to  be  highly  successful. 

"Meetings  of  that  kind  get  down  to  the  grass  roots  with 
nourishment,  lack  of  which  is  in  part  responsible  for  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  so  many  states.  If  the 
Pennsylvania  system  were  in  operation  generally,  it  is  prob- 
able that  there  would  be  a  different  story  to  tell  about  losses 
and  gains — especially  about  losses — during  recent  years." 

This  is  our  colleague's  endeavour: — 

"To  the  ones  that  did  arrive  I  gave  careful  attention,  try- 
ing to  reflect  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  Grand  Chapter- 
in  such  a  way  as  to  satisfy  the  interested  reader." 
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ENGLAND. 

H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught,  Grand  Z. 

M.E.  Comp.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ampthill,  G.C.S.I., 
Pro.  First  Grand  Principal. 

M.E.  Comp.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Cornwallis,  C.B.E., 
Second  Grand  Principal. 

M.E.  Comp.  V.  Rev.  Dean  J.  Studholme  Brown- 
rigg,  Third  Grand  Principal. 

Sir  Colville  Smith,  C.V.O.,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Quarterly  Convocation  was  holden  in  London, 
2nd  November,  1927,  Comp.  Herbert  F.  Manisty, 
K.C.,  was  President  of  the  Committee  of  General 
Purposes. 

Among  the  deaths  recorded  of  Companions  con- 
spicuous by  their  devotion  to  Masonry,  were  Rt. 
Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton  and  Mostyn  T.  Pigott, 
a  regular  attendant  at  Canada  Lodge. 

Petitions  for  seven  new  Chapters  were  received 
and  granted. 

Consent  to  the  removal  of  four  Chapters  was 
given. 

Lord  Ampthill  then  gave  a  most  inspiring  and 
instructive  address  on  the  mission  to  India  to  be 
headed  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis. Lord  Ampthill  speaks  with  authority, 
having  been  Viceroy  for  a  time.  Every  sentence 
therefore  is  of  import:  — 

"Freemasonry  in  India,  and  also  in  Burma  and  Ceylon,  is 
unique  in  character.  Nowhere  in  the  world  is  there  any  thing 
that  can  be  compared  to  the  position  of  English  Freemasonry 
in  India  and  the  relations  between  Englishmen  and  Indians 
within  the  Craft.  Those  relations  are  on  absolutely  equal 
terms,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  tremendous  differences  of  race, 
colour  and  religion,  not  to  mention  the  wide  divergence  of 
social  customs,  Freemasonry  flourishes  in  India  in  spite  of 
circumstances  which,  at  first  sight,  would  seem  to  be  hope- 
lessly unpropitious  to  the  growth  of  an  association  which  is 
so  largely  social  in  character.  That  is  a  big  thing  for  Free- 
masonry; and  the  time  has  come  when  the  Mother  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  world  ought  to  recognize  both  her  good  fortune 
and  her  opportunity.  For  this  reason,  and  for  other  reasons 
that  cannot  be  defined  in  a  few  words,  this  Mission  to  India 
is  of  supreme  importance.  It  would,  indeed,  be  difficult  to 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  doing,  without  delay,  and  with 
cheerful    alacrity,   that   which   the    Brethren    in    India,   both 
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British  and  Indian,  have  so  earnestly  and  insistently  de- 
manded of  us. 

"■Sentiment  is  a  very  great  force  in  all  human  affairs, 
and  one  that  cannot  be  safely  ignored,  even  by  Kings,  Parlia- 
ments, or  any  Rulers  of  men.  Just  as  a  slender  wire,  that 
can  with  ease  be  cut  or  snapped  asunder,  is  capable  of  trans- 
mitting the  tremendous,  but  invisible  electric  energy,  which 
gives  power  and  motion  to  great  engines,  or  diffuses  heat 
and  light  at  ten  thousand  different  points,  so  the  invisible, 
intangible,  and  indefinable  current  of  human  sympathy  can 
produce  an  unlimited  number  of  beneficial  reactions,  in  many 
different  ways  and  at  many  different  places,  or  it  can  be 
broken  off  entirely  by  the  mere  careless  words,  or  unwise 
act  of  a  single  individual. 

"Religion  enters  into  the  daily  life  of  all  the  people  of 
India  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  does  in  any  other  races  or 
peoples.  Even  in  the  ordinary  prayers  at  the  appointed 
times,  wherever  they  may  happen  to  be,  and  whatever  they 
may  happen  to  be  doing.  But  the  contact  with  Western 
civilization  has  effected  certain  changes  in  the  intellectual 
outlook  of  Indians,  which  lead  them  to  seek  for  new  aids  to 
the  religious  life.  That,  briefly,  is  the  reason  why  Free- 
masonry appeals  so  strongly  to  many  of  them,  and  we  may 
thank  God  that  we  have  that  in  common  with  our  fellow  sub- 
jects in  India.  In  Freemasonry  then,  there  is  common 
ground  on  which  we  can  bring  about  the  seemingly  impossible 
meeting  of  East  and  West.  You  may  perhaps  not  all  of  you 
be  aware,  that  in  Masonic  Lodges  in  India,  the  V.S.L.,  on 
the  Altar  is  represented  by  the  Vedas  and  the  Koran,  as 
well  as  by  the  Bible,  and  candidates  are  obligated  on  one 
or  other  of  those  three  Volumes  of  Sacred  Writ,  in  accord- 
ance with  their  creed.  It  is  possible,  and  indeed  it  is  said 
to  have  actually  happened,  that  an  English  candidate  has 
been  initiated  by  a  Hindoo  Master,  passed  by  a  Mahomedan 
and  raised  by  a  Parsee." 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  1st  Febru- 
ary, 1928.  Sir  Colville  Smith  was  congratulated 
on  his  successful  mission  to  Gibraltar. 

Petitions  for  11  new  Chapters  were  granted. 

Again  Lord  Ampthill  addressed  the  Companions 
and  stirred  much  enthusiasm  by  a  dramatic  and 
vivid  account  by  the  episode  of  Zerubbabel  and  the 
victory  of  truth,  introducing  his  words  as  follows: — 

"As  you  know,  my  idea  is  that  it  would  be  pleasant  and 
profitable  if,  at  any  ordinary  Convocation,  five  or  even  ten 
minutes  were  devoted  to  a  lecture,  an  explanation  or  a  story 
which  would  arouse  in  the  listeners  a  desire  for  reading, 
study  and  thought.  There  is  always  ten  minutes  to  spare 
in    a    well-regulated    Chapter    which    opens    punctually    and 
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works  smartly  and  there  is  no  Chapter  which  does  not  have 
among  its  members  Companions  of  culture,  ability  and  zeal'." 

We  may  add  that  this  address  has  been  copied 
in  many  Jurisdictions.     He  thus  concludes: — 

"What  food  for  thought  there  is  as  we  look  back,  across 
the  vista  of  twenty-four  centuries,  on  this  picture  of  a  new 
starting  point  of  an  ancient  people  on  that  eternal  quest  for 
Truth  on  which  Mankind  has  ever  been  engaged." 

Quarterly  Convocation  was  held  2nd  May,  1928. 

Lord  Cornwallis  thanked  the  Companions  for 
the  welcome  accorded  on  his  return. 

Among  the  deaths  reported  was  that  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Viscount  Cave,  P.C. 

Eight  new  Chapters  were  authorized. 

Among  the  new  Officers  appointed  were  those 
enumerated  at  the  head  of  this  Review,  Viscount 
Lascelles  as  Grand  Scribe  N.,  Sir  Harry  Goschen  as 
Grand  Treasurer,  and  Sir  Thomas  Willes  Chitty, 
K.C.,  as  Grand  Registrar. 

Among  the  promotions  we  note  that  of  Sir  Row- 
land Blades,  formerly  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

The  total  contributions  of  Chapters  noted  for 
the  Quarter  are  £4,427,  the  last  Chapter  cited  being 
No.  4782. 

Quarterly  Convocation  was  held  1st  August, 
1928,  all  the  officers  apparently  faithfully  doing 
duty  and  a  large  attendance  of  Companions. 

A  Chapter  was  authorized  to  be  attached  to  the 
Lodge  of  Assiduity  and  also  one  to  be  attached  to 
Unity  and  Perseverance  Lodge  to  be  called 
Khargpur  Chapter,  Bengal. 

This  resolution  was  passed:  — 

"Resolved  that  for  the  future  and  until  the  Chapter  passes 
a  Resolution  to  rescind  this  Resolution,  the  three  Principals 
be  empowered  at  each  Installation  Meeting  to  appoint  the 
other  Officers,  other  than  the  Treasurer  and  Janitor,  instead 
of  the  same  being  elected  by  ballot." 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  and  carrying  out 
the  instructional  campaign  of  the  Pro.  First  Grand 
Principal  we  read:  — 
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"E.  Companion  H.  F.  Mawbey,  Past  First  Principal, 
delivered  an  interesting  address  entitled — 'Three  Royal 
Arch  Legends.' 

"The  M.E.  the  Pro.  First  Grand  Principal,  said:— 

"I  feel  sure  I  am  voicing  the  wishes  of  every  Member  of 
Grand  Chapter  in  expressing  most  cordial  thanks  to  E.  Comp. 
Mawbey,  for  placing  the  results  of  his  researches  before  us, 
and  for  having  set  forth  the  interesting  legends  he  has  found. 
These  legends,  or  they  may  be  only  fables,  do  throw  light 
on  the  mentality  and  line  of  thought  of  our  predecessors,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that,  without  legend  and  fable,  history 
would  be  little  more  than  dry  bones. 

"I  trust  you  will  not  consider  I  am  wandering  from  the 
point  when  I  tell  you  that  only  yesterday  I  visited  the  British 
Museum  and  there  saw  the  wonderful  collection  brought  by 
Mr.  Woolley  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  a  collection  of  the 
highest  interest  and  value,  presenting  the  civilization  of 
3500  B.C.,  and  affording  information  as  to  the  habits  and 
customs  of  that  time. 

"Comp.  Mawbey's  paper  gives  useful  information  to  those 
who  know  but  little  of  the  great  treasures  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  Library  contains,  and  which  illustrate  the  great  object 
of  Freemasonry." 

FLORIDA. 

Cary  B.  Fish,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.E.  Wilber  P.  Webster,  Grand  Secretary. 
The  Eighty-second  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
in  Jacksonville,  May  1st,  1928. 

Thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  at  the 
post  of  duty. 

Canada  was  represented  by  Chester  DeRocher. 

0.  Frank  Hart  (who  appears  to  be  everywhere) 
and  General  Grand  High  Priest  C.  C.  Davis  were 
welcomed. 

In  his  introductory  address  the  Grand  High 
Priest  said:  — 

"The  deeds  of  the  past  year  are  now  irrevocably  recorded. 

"The  losses  are  mostly  by  reason  of  suspension  for  non- 
payment of  dues  and  this  to  a  great  extent,  is  due  to  the 
negligence  of  the  Secretary  in  failing  to  collect  dues;  which 
in  many  cases  could  have  been  collected  by  personal  solicita- 
tion." 

The  Grand  Commandery  and  Grand  Chapter 
work  in  close  touch  together  and  they  issued  a  joint 
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memorial  addressed  to  "Dear  Companions  and 
Fratres." 

Florida  is  one  of  the  States  that  erect  monu- 
ments to  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  this  duty  is 
carefully  looked  after. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Masonic  Home  in 
St.  Petersburg  was  laid  in  October,  Grand  Chapter 
participating. 

Then  follows  a  list  of  no  less  than  five  pages  of 
clandestine  Chapters  apparently  working  in  dif- 
ferent States.  None  from  Canada  are  recorded. 
Have  we  any? 

G.  G.  M.  Hart  made  a  forceful  address  on  "Stop, 
Look  and  Think." 

From  the  Committee  on  Memorials  we  take  this 
conclusion: — 

"They  have  passed  through  the  veils  of  sense  and  flesh 
and  have  entered  into  that  Temple  which  is  without  griefs 
and  graves,  without  sins  or  sorrows,  without  births  or  burials, 
without  marriages  or  mournings;  a  city  which  glories  in 
having  a  loving  Father  for  its  Supreme  Grand  High  Priest, 
angels  for  its  guards,  Companions  for  its  citizens;  whose 
walls  are  salvation  and  whose  gates  are  praise." 

James  H.  Cowan,  of  Gait,  represents  Florida. 

Membership,  9,109.     Net  gain,  71. 

Fraternal  Correspondence  is  again  by  Ely  P. 
Hubbell,  P.G.H.P.,  a  familiar  name  and  a  friendly 
personality.     In  his  introduction  he  says: — 

"Each  yearly  journey  brings  to  light  new  problems  and 
indicates  how  those  to  whom  the  government  of  Capitular 
Masonry  has  been  entrusted,  attempt  their  solutions. 

"May  the  Committee  again  urge  that  this  report  be  care- 
fully read,  for  many  points  of  Capitular  law  are  brought 
to  light  which  should  be  of  value  to  the  less  informed." 

We  read  under  Alberta :  — 

"The  future  well-being  of  the  Fraternity,  regardless  of 
personal  ties,  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  already  proven  their  capabilities  as  leaders  of  men  and 
moulders  of  thought." 

British  Columbia  is  particularly  well  reviewed 
and  furnishes  food  for  thinking  minds:  — 

"It  was  very  courteous  in  the  Grand  Z.  to  present  to  each 
of  the  visiting  Grand  High  Priests  the  scepter  of  authority 
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and  request  them  to  rule  over  the  Grand  Chapter  of  British 
Columbia.  However,  were  the  conditions  reversed,  we 
wonder  how  some  of  our  very  strict  Jurisdictions  would 
view  this  transferring  of  authority  even  for  a  limited  time 
to  the  hands  of  another  governing  power?" 

The  review  of  Canada  opens  with  a  fine  tribute 
to  Comp.  Dunstan,  Grand  Z.  As  to  distances  and 
Chapters  we  point  out  to  our  friend  that  far  more 
than  300  miles  separate  our  Chapters:  — 

"Notwithstanding  the  suggestion  of  the  powers  that  be, 
the  year  previous,  over  a  hundred  pages  are  given  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  Grand  Superintendents,  each  being  heard  from 
except  the  one  at  Yukon,  although  it  made  full  returns  and 
fees.  The  far  northern  Canada  District  was  divided,  and  yet 
this  District  extends  over  Chapters  separated  by  300  miles." 

Comp.  Gardiner's  report  as  usual,  is  highly 
spoken  of  and  citations  made. 

Of  our  review  he  is  kindly  appreciative:  — 

"Once  again  it  is  a  pleasure  to  turn  to  the  splendidly  pre- 
pared Review  of  Sister  Jurisdictions.  He  is  generous  in 
the  use  of  reproductions,  coupled  with  concise  comments. 
One  always  finds  here  the  choicest  thoughts  of  the  Capitular 
year." 

The  District  of  Columbia  finds  this  positive 
negative: — 

"Referring  to  the  comments  of  ye  scribe  relative  to  the 
education  bill,  he  says:  'The  education  bill  is  the  deadest 
thing  in  Washington  at  this  time,  and  there  will  be  no  day 
of  resurrection  for  it.'  " 

Illinois'  Grand  Correspondent  got  an  additional 
compensation  of  $150  per  annum,  which  we  are 
all  glad  to  see. 

This  from  Kansas:  — 

"Masonic  Bodies  generally  are  awaking  to  this  require- 
ment for  stability  and  progress,  and  it  is  just  as  essential,  as 
ye  scribe  looks  at  it,  as  is  good  discipline  which  is  respect 
for  law  and  authority." 

Missouri  has  always  something  vivid  to  comment 
on  and  our  colleague  does  not  lose  the  op- 
portunity:— 
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"Brother  Marshall,  in  commenting  on  the  Penny  collection 
for  the  House  of  the  Temple,  says:  'Comp.  Todd,  in  effect, 
paraphrases  the  historic  epigram  of  another  distinguished 
Southerner,  'Thousands  for  worthy  causes,  but  not  one  penny 
for  collections.'  Wonder  if  he  refers  to  the  inscription  on 
one  of  those  pennies  issued  by  private  concerns  in  the  sixties 
and  which  as  ye  scribe  recalls  it,  read:  'Millions  for  defence; 
not  one  cent  for  the  widows.'  " 

Quebec  gets  a  word  of  earnest  appreciation: — 

"Capitular  Masonry  surely  has  a  real  meaning  to  the 
Companions  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  for  every  Chapter 
was  represented." 

And  Saskatchewan  likewise:— 

"It  would  appear  that  the  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  in  Ontario,  is  held  at  the  wrong  time  of 
the  year;  and  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  induce  even  a  Grand 
Z.  to  venture  from  the  prairie  of  sunshine  into  the  unknown, 
during  the  winter  months. 

"One  might  almost  think  that  Saskatchewan  was  located 
in  Florida." 

On  meritorious  choice  Comp.  Hubbell  is  out- 
spoken:— 

"He  makes  the  pertinent  suggestion  that  a  Chapter  should 
elect  its  best  qualified  Companion  for  Secretary,  and  not 
because  he  is  a  'good  fellow.'  This  idea  is  fast  gaining 
favour  in  Florida." 

As  to  motives  actuating  candidates,  Comp.  Hub- 
bell  approaches  it  from  another  point  of  view  under 
District  of  Columbia: — 

"He  truly  says  that  many  a  man  seeking  membership 
in  a  Masonic  Lodge  'bases  his  desire  upon  some  benefit  which 
he  expects  will  accrue  therefrom.'  This  he  considers  is 
not  reprehensible,  for  naturally,  he  adds,  'one  hopes  for 
success  when  one  enters  a  chosen  business  or  profession.'  " 

This  is  his  worthy  conclusion.  We  would  indeed 
miss  Comp.  Hubbell  from  the  Square  Table: — 

"Reviewing  is  like  an  endless  chain — without  beginning 
and  without  end.  There  is  an  elusive  something  in  this 
work  that  is  just  beyond  the  grasp  and  one  never  reaches 
the  standard  ne  has  set.  Were  it  otherwise  one  might  be- 
come satisfied,  a  condition  not  wholly  to  be  desired." 
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GENERAL  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  De  Witt  Hamilton,  General 
Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  Arthur  Conover,  General  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 

Charles  Clark  Davis,  Centralia,  Illinois,  General 
Grand  High  Priest-elect. 

The  Fortieth  Triennial  Convocation  convened  in 
Denver,  September  28th,  1927,  and  were  welcomed 
by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Wright,  of  Colorado,  under  escort 
of  P.G.H.P.  Burns. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  an  eloquent  address 
of  welcome  from  Colorado's  point  of  view  and  if  our 
readers  think  it  is  a  little  of  the  "spread-Eagle," 
please  put  thesselves  in  his  place  and  say  what  you 
would  have  done  under  similar  circumstances  had 
General  Grand  Chapter  met  for  instance  in  On- 
tario:— 

"Such,  Companions,  is  only  a  very  brief  outline  of  the 
many  advantages  of  our  beloved  Colorado.  With  such  a 
subject  and  the  ability  to  do  it  proper  justice,  one  could 
rhapsodize  for  hours — but  perhaps  I  should  say  no  more 
about  our  State,  for  I  am  speaking  to  men  who  live  in  the 
glorious  Southland,  in  the  rugged  North,  in  the  cultured 
East,  and  in  the  golden  West,  and  each,  too,  thinks  that 
his  homeland  is  the  greatest  and  best  in  the  world,  and 
rightly  so,  for  that  is  the  spirit  that  will  eventually  preserve 
this  glorious  America  for  Americans, — the  love  of  home, 
pride  in  ownership  and  the  proper  evaluation  of  citizenship 
in  the  greatest  country  that  God  ever  created." 

Texas  was  thus  made  to  feel  at  home  with  a 
sincere  and  diplomatic  gesture  by  G.G.H.P.  Hamil- 
ton :  — 

"The  latch-string  is  always  out.  And  whether  you  want 
to  come  in  and  stay  by  the  fireside  with  us,  or  whether  you 
would  rather  stay  out  in  the  shade  of  the  trees  and  get  the 
fresh  air  of  the  gardens,  our  General  Grand  Chapter  is  at 
your  service  and  you  are  always  welcome  to  anything  we 
have  for  ourselves."      (Applause.) 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  Holgate  Watson,  of  British 
Columbia,  was  warmly  greeted  and  happily  re- 
sponded.    From  his  speech  we  make  one  extract : — 

"We  find  that  there  are  so  many  societies  and  clubs  that 
Freemasonry  is  becoming  infected  with  these  modern  things. 
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But  I  say  to  you  in  passing,  for  goodness  sake  stick  to  old- 
fashioned  Freemasonry.  Stick  to  those  old  ceremonies  and 
those  old  traditions.  Did  you  ever  find  a  situation  that  the 
Freemasonry  that  those  old  fellows  established,  laying  the 
foundations  deep  and  broad,  would  not  cover?  If  you  throw 
away  these  old-fashioned  things,  you  haven't  got  anything 
left  in  Freemasonry  that  is  worth  keeping." 

The  Earl  of  Cassillis  was,  of  course,  the  up- 
standing guest  of  honour  and  to  him  the  Great 
Grand  High  Priest  addressed  welcoming  words  to 
which  Scotland's  Ruler  of  the  Royal  Craft  responded 
with  a  personal  and  individual  note. 

0.  Frank  Hart  who  appears  to  be  ubiquitous, 
was  also  welcomed  and  replied  in  happy  strain: — 

"The  difference  between  us,  Companions,  is  only  an 
imaginary  line,  like  the  difference  between  our  Jurisdiction 
and  that  of  our  good  brother  from  the  North  (Canada). 
So  then  I  extend  to  you  the  same  invitation,  when  you  get 
weary  and  tired  of  yourselves  in  the  Royal  Arch,  come  over 
to  us  for  spiritual  refreshment.  Most  Excellent  General 
Grand  High  Priest,  I  just  want  to  do  like  my  good  Canadian 
brother  and  say  to  you  that  I  know  I  am  taking  up  your 
time,  but  I  enjoy  it  anyhow,  just  like  he  does." 

Comp.  A.  B.  Andrews,  an  old  and  personal 
friend,  introduced  the  Representatives  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Knight  Templar  of  the  United 
States. 

What  impresses  a  Canadian  most  is  that  at  this 
General  Grand  Chapter  we  are  on  every  page  in 
contact  with  men  whose  names  are  household  words 
in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  everywhere. 

The  address  of  G.G.H.P.  Hamilton,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded the  late  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Blake,  and  who  had 
been  installed  by  G.H.P.  Russell,  of  New  York,  was 
brief  and  busness-like  and  appended  thereto  was 
the  Treaty  of  Amity  between  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  Scotland  signed  by  the  late  William  F. 
Kuhn  and  Lord  Cassillis,  all  very  interesting  read- 
ing. 

Then  we  come  to  the  comprehensive  report  of 
General  Grand  Secretary  Conover,  who  speaks  of 
having  visited  and  constituted  Tampico  Chapter 
and  City  of  Mexico  Chapter  as  constituents  of  the 
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General  Grand  Chapter.  He  refers  pleasantly  to 
his  visit  in  1926  to  us  in  Toronto.  Using  the  charts 
of  Oklahoma  he  endorses  the  following: — 

"There  are,  approximately,  twenty-two  rituals  in  use  in 
the  United  States  to-day.  All  of  them  are  wedded  to  the 
quasi-religious  idea.  If  Masonry  has  ONE  central  idea  it 
is  Morality  in  its  best  and  broadest  definition.  Landmarks 
have  come  down  to  us  from  the  dim  past,  unchangeable,  un- 
alterable and,  to  every  member  of  the  Craft,  should  be 
sacred.  Those  Landmarks  are  as  sacred  to  the  Capitular 
Mason  as  they  are  to  the  Master  Mason.  They  form  the 
foundation  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  all  Rites  is 
builded. 

"We  have  never  conceived  the  fact  that  the  Secretary's 
job  was  a  real  business  proposition  and  as  a  result,  many  of 
our  Companions  have  met  suspension  when  a  decent  regard 
for  common  business  principles  would  have  saved  a  large 
number  of  them  to  our  rolls.  We  should  impress  our 
Chapter  that  they  should  pay  good  wages  for  services  as 
Secretary." 

We  are  glad  to  note  this : — 

"Increasing  interest  is  shown  among  Chapters  in  the 
matter  of  Chapter  Tokens  or  Mark  Pennies. 

"Herewith  is  given  a  list  of  87  clandestine  or  irregular 
Chapters  as  we  have  been  able  to  compile  and  there  is  on 
file  in  this  offce  a  collection  of  the  'pennies'  issued  by  these 
so-called  Chapters." 

Apparently  the  affiliated  membership  of  sub- 
bordinate  Chapters  of  G.G.C.  numbers  2,316. 

A  memorial  tribute  to  the  late  John  Albert  Blake 
recounts  his  virtues  and  his  work  and  to  that  is 
appended  a  tribute  presented  by  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Arthur  D.  Prince,  of  Massachusetts,  which  is  worthy 
of  the  subject  and  worthy  of  the  man.  We  make 
these  striking  extracts  but  the  whole  should  be  re- 
printed in  its  beauty:  — 

"The  senior  past  presiding  officer  of  every  Masonic  body, 
Grand  or  Subordinate,  is  a  marked  man  among  his  brethren 
and  is  rightly  accorded  the  place  of  honour,  both  during  the 
hours  of  Masonic  labour  and  of  refreshment.  This  is  as  it 
should  be. 

"Tall  in  stature,  gracious  in  manner,  learned  in  Masonic 
Law  and  always  the  soldier,  he  stood  pre-eminent  among  the 
Craft. 
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"Once  in  Persia  ruled  a  King, 
Who  upon  his  signet  ring 
Graved  a  motto  true  and  wise 
Which  when  held  before  his  eyes 
Gave  him  counsel  at  a  glance, — 
Solemn  words  and  these  were  they 
'Even  this  shall  pass  away.' 

"Fighting  on  a  furious  field, 
Once  a  javelin  pierced  his  shield. 
Soldiers  with  a  loud  lament 
Bore  him  bleeding  to  his  tent. 
Groaning  from  his  wounded  side 
'Pain  is  hard  to  bear/  he  cried, 
'But  with  patience  day  by  day 
Even  this  shall  pass  away.' 

"Struck  with  palsy,  sere  and  old, 
Standing  at  the  gates  of  gold, 
Spake  he  thus  in  dying  breath, 
'Life  is  done  and  what  is  death!' 
Then  in  answer  to  the  King 
Fell  a  sunbeam  on  his  ring 
Answering  with  a   heavenly  ray, 
'Even  this  shall  pass  away.'  " 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  with  re- 
gard to  New  Zealand  and  Scotland  say: — 

"We  deplore  the  necessity  for  such  action,  yet  it  was 
caused  by  a  difference  between  New  Zealand  and  Scottish 
law  and  your  committee  is  unable  to  see  that  this  General 
Grand  Chapter  can  do  anything  to  alleviate  the  condition. 

"We  therefore  recommend  that  no  action  be  taken  at 
this  time." 

The  next  Triennial  will  be  held  in  Tacoma. 

The  proposal  of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrews  to  have 
the  selection  of  certain  officers  changed  in  method 
did  not  receive  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  who  say: — 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  present  system  has  operated 
successfully  for  many  years,  we  are  not  convinced  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  substitute  for  the  democratic  method  of 
selection  of  officers  by  election,  their  designation  by  the  in- 
dividual choice  of  one  man." 

An  official  jewel  and  apron  were  presented  to 
G.H.P.  Hamilton  and  he  was  thanked  for  his  im- 
partial rulings  and  business-like  methods  in  presi- 
ding over  General  Grand  Chapter. 
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Splendid  group  photographs  of  the  members 
adorn  the  Proceedings. 

The  inaugural  address  of  the  General  Grand 
High  Priest  of  1830  which  has  recently  been  found, 
and  the  installation  address  of  M.  Ex.  the  Hon.  Joel 
R.  Poinsett  are  reprinted  from  "The  Craftsman" 
of  that  year. 

The  whole  of  the  amended  constitution  of  G.G.C. 
is  printed  in  the  Proceedings  and  all  bears  the  un- 
mistakable imprint  of  the  administration  of  Comp. 
Conover. 

GEORGIA. 

W.  Frank  Wells,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Convocation  as- 
sembled at  Macon,  April  25th,  1928,  and  at  that 
meeting,  Edgar  A.  McHan  officiated  as  Grand  Secre- 
tary for  the  last  time  for  in  the  interval  this  pillar, 
column  and  ornament  of  the  Craft  and  the  Royal 
Craft  has  passed  the  veils  and  finished  his  course. 

"Life's  race  well  run 
Life's  victory  won 
Then  cometh  rest." 

The  Grand  Chaplain  in  his  invocation  spoke: — 

"We  come,  into  this  Convocation  this  morning  each  one 
having  our  own  life  to  live.  Help  us  to  extend  a  helping 
hand  and  to  give  good  cheer  as  we  go  along  the  way,  and 
remove  as  far  as  possible  every  stumbling  block  in  the  way 
of  our  brethren." 

Grand  Commander  Cohen  in  responding  to  the 
tribute  paid  him  in  introduction  said:  — 

"Masonry  is  a  luxury;  it  is  the  greatest  luxury  that  I 
have  ever  had.     Masonry  is  the  foundation  of  character. 

"Just  the  same  thing  with  business,  or  anything  else ; 
the  man  who  doesn't  put  activity  into  it  doesn't  get  the  profit 
out  of  it." 

Sixteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  proved  their 
fidelity  and  efficiency  by  participating  in  the  trans- 
actions. 

When  the  roll  was  called  and  Comp.  Joyner  failed 
to  answer,  P.G.H.P.  Jeffries  thus  responded  for  the 
dead  soldier  and  Craftsman:  — 
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"A  Georgian  by  birth,  and  a  soldier  by  nature,  and  patriot 
in  his  instincts.  John  C.  Joyner  was  indeed  among  the 
bravest  and  best. 

"After  87  years,  this  stalwart,  erect,  forceful,  vigilant, 
valiant  soldier  in  the  battle  of  life,  had  finally  pulled  off  the 
helmet  and  laid  down  the  sword,  and  with  eyes  that  learned 
peace  and  contentment,  looked  up  to  the  beckoning  hand  of 
Him  who  says  'Come  hence,  thy  labours  are  ended.'  " 

Charles  R.  McCord  represented  Canada. 
The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  spoke  thus 
of  the  Education  Fund: — 

"The  time  has  come  when  our  Great  Fraternity  shall  be 
great  in  deed  as  well  as  in  name.  I  feel  that  there  is  no 
other  monument  that  could  be  built  that  would  stand  so 
high  as  that  of  educating  the  young  people  of  the  future." 

He  said  that  the  Masonic  Home  should  be  the 
shrine  of  every  true  Mason's  heart.  He  praised 
the  work  of  the  Print  Shop  and  "The  Messenger,"  of 
copies  of  which  this  Reviewer  has  been  the  grateful 
recipient  for  several  years. 

He  eulogized  also  the  Royal  Art  Craft  Shop  in 
this  connection.  Grand  Chapter  is  actively  inter- 
ested. 

No  less  than  sixteen  represented  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Georgia  at  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
in  Denver  and  $5,000  was  appropriated  for  their 
expenses. 

Under  the  State  of  the  Order  the  Grand  High 
Priest  said: — 

"With  the  exception  of  lacking  interest,  which  has  been 
the  general  cry  of  Masonry  for  the  past  few  years,  I  think 
that  Capitular  Masonry  is  holding  its  own." 

BUT  INDIFFERENCE  IS  ONE  OF  THE  RUFFIANS. 

Membership,  17,081.     Loss,  430. 

The  Committee  on  General  Welfare  reported: — 

"While  Georgia  does  not  now  stand  so  near  the  bottom 
of  the  list  of  States  as  to  illiteracy  as  it  did  a  few  year  ago, 
yet  she  has  a  long  way  still  to  climb  and  the  work  of  our 
educational  committee  should  be  continued  and  further  added 
to  whenever  possible. 

"No  man  can  become  a  Mason  unless  he  believes  in  the 
existence  of  'Almighty  God.'  There  is  abroad  in  this  land 
of  ours  to-day  an  organized  effort  to  break  that  belief  which 
is  the  bedrock  foundation  of  our  civilization.     The  effort  of 
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organized  propaganda  can  be  combatted  in  our  Chapters  and 
we  should  carefully  watch  for  any  signs  of  insidious  propa- 
ganda as  it  often  comes  to  us  in  sugar-coated  forms." 

One  of  the  Masonic  boys  was  awarded  first 
honour  in  the  graduating  class  of  the  College  of 
Georgia.  This  was  proudly  reported  by  Charles 
L.  Bass,  veteran  and  esteemed  Director  of  Masonic 
welfare. 

The  Companion  who  is  described  as  the  "Daddy" 
of  Frank  Wells  made  this  reference  in  a  parental 
and  filial  speech: — 

"It  was  said  that  there  was  a  traveler  from  Japan  who 
toured  America  that  when  he  was  asked  what  made  the 
greatest  impression  on  him  while  he  was  in  America  and 
he  said  the  thing  that  made  the  greatest  impression  was  how 
the  parents  obeyed  their  children." 

This  Reviewer  is  proud  to  be  the  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  Georgia  and  hopes  at  some  not  distant 
date  to  meet  the  Companions  face  to  face. 

The  Correspondence  Review  is  again,  for  the 
fourth  time,  submitted  by  Pleasant  T.  McCutchen, 
and  is  pleasing,  breezy  and  brief.  He  cuts  the 
Gordian-knot  of  a  technical  point  which  seems  to 
bother  some  Jurisdictions  as  to  whether  a  Mason 
is  really  a  Mark  Master  Mason  or  not,  dependent 
from  their  divergent  points  of  view  as  to  whether 
he  was  admitted  under  the  auspices  of  a  Lodge  or 
a  Chapter:  — 

"What's  the  difference  if  he  is  a  Mark  Master  from  a 
regular  Mark  Master's  Lodge?" 

He  did  not  agree  with  regard  to  British  Colum- 
bia's customs  as  to  non-dependent  membership:  — 

"In  another  ruling  he  held,  that  a  Companion  could  dimit 
from  a  Symbolic  Lodge  indefinitely  and  remain  in  good 
standing  in  Chapter  as  long  as  he  paid  dues  and  was  not 
suspended  or  otherwise  removed  for  cause.     Poor  law. 

"Can't  help  but  applaud  the  visitation  custom  in  British 
Columbia.  It  would  build  up  the  U.S.  Chapters  to  follow 
suit." 

Under  Canada  1927  he  speaks  of  the  number  of 
places  of  Grand  Officers  filled  by  substitutes,  seven- 
teen in  all. 


54  APPENDIX 

He  comments  on  this  Reviewer's  absence  at  roll 
call  as  Grand  Representative  but  gives  me  a  plau- 
sible excuse  had  I  needed  one;  for  I  was  actually 
present: — 

"We  take  it  for  granted  that  he  was  too  busy  to  answer 
call,  and  we  here  and  now  excuse  him  without  the  asking. 

"The  Grand  Z.  delivered  a  short,  yet  full  address,  abound- 
ing in  'good  work,  true  work,  and  square  work.'  " 

Of  our  charity  he  is  full  of  praise  and  adds  as 
a  stimulus  to  his  own  Companions: — 

"All  of  which  should  further  encourage  the  work  in  be- 
half of  the  Georgia  Cottage  for  Tubercular  Children  at  Alto 
and  enthuse  all  Georgia  Masons  in  putting  over  this  splendid 
charity  crying  to  heaven  for  success  and  must  not  fail  of 
full  fruition." 

He  says  Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  deeply  criti- 
cized the  "cheap  Johns"  with  inadequate  dues  and 
quotes  from  other  passages  of  the  report  which  he 
deservedly  terms  "an  appealing  one." 

He  kindly  speaks  of  our  Review  as  "interesting, 
complete  and  able  work." 

This  little  touch  from  Kansas: — 

"And  Kansas  has  troubles  with  the  'Frolic  Spirit'  just 
like  numerous  other  Jurisdictions.  No  Chapter  has  time  for 
frolic  or  horseplay." 

Under  Michigan  he  advocates  the  getting  "Old 
Indifference"  busy  and  buoyant  in  worth-while 
work." 

We  read  under  Nova  Scotia  this  interesting 
paragraph: — 

"As  I  understand  the  situation  there  is  an  agreement 
between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  and  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  under  which  each  may  confer 
the  Mark  Degree  in  their  respective  subordinate  bodies. 
I  am  informed  that  the  Mark  Degree  in  Scotland  is  in  all 
essentials  identical  with  the  Mark  Degree  as  conferred  in 
N.S.    The  Scottish  Mark  Lodge  Degree  is  recognized." 

West  Virginia  gives  our  colleague  this  verse : — 

"Another  year  is  gone, 
Take  a  strong,  new  grip  and  grasp  of  your  load, 
And  then — go  on!  Go  on!" 
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And  under  Wyoming  we  read  this  unimpeachable 
doctrine:  — 

"The  moral  and  not  the  physical  qualification  should 
govern  the  acceptance  of  men  for  membership  in  speculative 
Masonry.  If  a  man  had  neither  hand  or  foot,  but  was  whole 
of  heart  and  life  and  character,  he  should  be  acceptable  for 
any  and  all  degrees.  It  is  folly  to  provide  that  a  Master 
Mason  unfortunate  in  the  mere  loss  of  a  finger  or  thumb 
can  not  advance  in  Masonic  light,  and  all  such  paralyzing 
provisions  should  be  repealed  in  all  Grand  Jurisdictions." 

IDAHO. 

George  0.  Buhn,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Twentieth  Convocation  convened  at  Boise, 
May  22nd,  1928. 

The  portraits  of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Buhn  and  of  his 
successor,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Brown,  form  a  handsome 
and  interesting  frontispiece  to  the  Proceedings. 
For  our  Belleville  readers  we  would  point  out  that 
our  own  Companion  S.  R.  Burrows  (a  sweet  singer 
in  Israel)  duplicates  all  the  fine  features  in  the 
countenance  of  G.H.P.  Buhn. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  illustrated  the 
virtue  of  fidelity  by  their  presence  in  the  East. 

Flowers  were  presented  by  the  Scottish  Rite 
and  by  the  Eastern  Star. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  enters  upon  and  closes 
his  model  address  thus  briefly  but  fruitfully:  — 

"There  is  always  a  temptation  at  a  time  like  this  for  your 
Grand  High  Priest  to  indulge  in  flowery  rhetoric  culled  from 
the  intellectual  athletics  of  past  authorities  on  Capitular 
Masonry,  but  I  feel  that  the  English  language  in  its  simplest 
form,  to  which  I  am  by  nature  limited,  should  be  my  method 
of  conveying  to  you  what  has  been  done  in  the  interest  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  throughout  the  year  just  passed,  and  I 
use  it  leaving  verbal  pyrotechnics  to  those  who  come  by  them 
naturally  to  use  them  in  the  course  of  providing  a  livelihood. 

"It  has  been  a  year  of  perfect  harmony  without  one  dis- 
cordant note  to  mar  its  passage.  No  decisions  to  make,  none 
asked  for,  and  but  few  dispensations,  actually  five  in  number, 
and  those  only  to  install  out  of  time. 

"Present  High  Priests  are  all  enthusiastic  and  not  a 
one  but  has  his  heart  and  soul  in  his  work. 

"We  are  well  rid  of  those  who  think  so  little  of  their 
affiliation  as  to  lose  their  good  standing  in  this  manner. 
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"When  the  pruning  process  has  been  thoroughly  done  the 
vine  produces  better  results." 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  did  not  answer 
roll  call. 

Membership,  2,679.     Net  loss,  40. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  visited  all  the  Chapters 
in  the  State  except  one  which  had  not  held  meetings. 

W.  H.  G.  Garrioch,  of  Ottawa,  represents  Idaho, 
and  Charles  Hartung,  of  Payette,  represents  Canada. 

The  Capitular  Review  is  by  a  Committee  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Comp.  George  E.  Knepper. 
He  favours  the  presentation  of  a  watch  instead  of  a 
jewel  to  the  P.G.H.P.,  saying: — 

"It  was  decided  that  he  should  wear  it  every  day,  and 
that  its  face  should  tell  the  time.  As  a  daily  reminder  a 
watch  beats  anything  we  know  unless  it  is  a  wooden  leg." 

Canada  receives  "favoured  Nation"  treatment. 
He  says  that  the  picture  of  Grand  Z.  Dunstan  is 
good  to  look  at  and  described  our  welcome  at  Ottawa 
"in  felicitous  terms."  Of  the  100  Dispensations  is- 
sued by  the  Grand  Z.,  he  says — "Counting  out 
Sundays,  that  was  about  one  every  three  days." 
He  comments  on  the  numerous  votes  of  thanks 
and  adds  touchingly  "the  closing  of  Grand 
Chapter  prevented  any  further  thanks."  He 
thinks  our  Foreword  and  Afterword  both  remark- 
ably well  written  and  kindly  says  that  we  succeeded 
admirably  in  carrying  out  our  aim.  Idaho  is  the 
only  Grand  Chapter  up  to  this  time  which  has  re- 
viewed also  Canada  for  1928.  Again  speaking  of 
Comp.  Dunstan's  direct  address  he  says  commend- 
ingly:  — 

"He  didn't  say  a  thing  about  his  weakness  and  ignorance 
or  utter  inability  to  guide  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 
He  went  right  ahead  and  delivered  a  very  fine  address." 

Of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith  he  says : — 

"The  Grand  Scribe  renders  a  breezy  report.  There  is 
not  a  blue  streak  in  it." 

And  adds  that  the  Grand  Superintendents  were 
instructed  by  him  in  the  duties  of  their  office.     He 
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generously  expresses  his  opinion  that  this  Reviewer 
"is  a  pretty  good  fellow,  writes  a  good  review  and 
his  Companions  know  it."  Many  thanks,  Idaho, 
for  your  encouragement. 

With  regard  to  Pennsylvania's  abandonment  of 
the  Past  Master's  Degree  he  approves  and  under 
Colorado  says  "if  there  is  any  degree  that  should  be 
abolished  that's  it."  He  does  not  approve  the  con- 
stant changes  in  Ritual,  saying: — 

"The  Ritual  is  a  constant  source  of  agitation  in  many 
Jurisdictions.  'The  custodians  of  the  work  have  completed 
the  proposed  revision  of  the  Ritual,'  is  all  too  common." 

Under  England  we  read  and  as  we  read  we 
realize  that  he  does  not  understand.  If  he  had  met 
Lord  Cassillis,  if  he  had  met  Lord  Ampthill,  as  we 
have,  if  he  knew  how  "loyal  to  the  Royal  in  them- 
selves" the  members  of  the  House  of  Windsor  are, 
he  would  perhaps  look  deeper  than  the  name :  — 

"Quarterly  Convocations  are  held  by  the  Supreme 
Council  in  London.  They  are  interesting  principally  to  an 
American  reader  for  the  Honourary  titles  which  precede, 
and  sometimes  follow,  the  officials  who  preside  or  hold 
office — usually  of  hereditary  or  other  right  of  occupancy. 

"Their  system  is  so  tied  up  with  Australia  and  conditional 
reservations,  that  it  seems  to  us  that  the  spirit  of  Masonry 
is  lost  sight  of  with  forbidden  usages  and  customs. 

"The  Mark  Lodges  of  England  are  presided  over  by 
Prince  Arthur,  Duke  Earl,  with  no  less  than  eleven  other 
titles,  not  including  his  military  ranks.  He  is  also  Grand 
Master  of  the  United  Fraternity  of  F.  &  A.M.  of  England, 
etc.  As  we  read  them  all,  it  seems  to  us  he  must  be  weary 
with  his  multiplicity  of  duties." 

Under  Georgia  he  says  "these  Georgia  Compan- 
ions are  great  orators."  Can  the  South  vie  with 
the  West? 

Michigan  produces  this  truly  philanthrophic 
gem:— 

"I  consider  it  a  great  privilege  for  the  Grand  Chapter 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  helping  to  make  the  last  days  of 
this  dear  old  lady's  life  peaceful  and  happy. 

"We  print  the  above  to  call  attention,  with  emphasis, 
that  Masons  in  general  do  not  do  enough  of  this  kind  of  work. 
We  too  often  believe  that  Masonic  Charity  is  measured  in 
dollars  and  cents  which  we  so  freely  give.  If  we  have  any 
readers  we  hope  they  will  ponder  over  and  profit  by  the  above. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  has  our  appreciation  and  admira- 
tion for  these  charitable  acts  that  cannot  be  measured  in 
money  values." 

Grand  Z.  Harris,  of  Nova  Scotia,  receives  high 
and  worthy  praise: — 

"The  address  before  us  is  hard  on  the  reviewer.  His 
disposition  is  to  quote  the  whole  address. 

"To  sum  up  the  whole  address  we  say  with  emphasis  that 
it  is  the  best  we  have  seen  this  year  to  date.  It  is  helpful 
in  every  department.  Twenty-seven  pages  chock  full  of  good 
stuff  shows  a  fine  year's  record." 

There  is  no  misunderstanding  his  views  ex- 
pressed thus  under  West  Virginia : — 

"Our  own  private  opinion,  thus  publicly  expressed,  is  that 
we  already  have  too  darned  many  Masonic  organizations. 
Now,  please,  don't  hold  the  Grand  Chapter  responsible  for 
the  above  sacrilegious  expression." 

ILLINOIS. 

Willis  McFeely,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Seventy-eighth  Convocation  convened  in  the 
Grand  Ballroom  of  the  LaSalle  Hotel,  Chicago,  27th 
October,  1927. 

The  Grand  Chaplain  led  the  opening  devotion 
with  the  following  invocation: — 

"Attune  us,  we  pray  Thee,  to  the  needs  of  our  Nation; 
Attune  us  to  the  needs  of  our  communities;  to  the  needs  of 
this  Order,  which  we  love." 

Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests  brought  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  to  the  service  of  the  productive 
present. 

Canada  was  represented  by  Comp.  Fred.  W. 
Soady. 

General  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  C.  Davis, 
himself  an  Illinois  man,  was  received  with  all  the 
honours  and  modestly  disclaimed  any  virtue  or 
merit  of  his  own  but  claimed  that  the  office  came  to 
him  as  a  tribute  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois, 
the  largest  in  the  world.  He  trusted  that  R.A.  Ma- 
sonry is  now  going  to  revive  and  recover  and  that 
at  Tacoma  at  the  next  Triennial  he  may  be  able 
to  report  a  million  Royal  Arch  Masons.     There  are 
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now  over  800,000.  Everthing  will  go  well  he  said, 
when  "some  of  this  jazz  business  gets  out  of  the 
way,  when  we  do  not  have  so  many  distractions  and 
attractions  to  take  away  our  attention." 

Grand  Master  Emmerson  responded  to  the  wel- 
come in  a  polished  and  dignified  manner. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  brief  and 
business-like. 

He  called  attention  to  the  large  attendance  at  the 
State  Schools,  a  banner  year,  and  to  the  Reports  of 
the  Board  of  Grand  Examiners.  He  visited  the 
smaller  Chapters  rather  than  the  larger. 

Having  been  asked  by  Peoria  Chapter  if  they 
could  offer  a  cash  reward  for  the  arrest  and  con- 
viction of  the  murderer  of  one  of  their  members 
who  had  only  received  his  Mark  Master  Degree, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  did  not  indicate  what  he 
would  have  ruled  had  the  deceased  been  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  but  simply  decided  that  individual 
action  would  be  more  effective  than  a  Chapter. 

Fraternal  Relations  were  declared  to  be  re-estab- 
lished between  Illinois  and  the  Mark  Master  Masons 
of  England  and  Wales.  The  original  trouble  arose 
out  of  the  buried  Quebec  incident. 

He  urged  that  as  a  Companion  to  be  admitted  to 
the  Home  must  be  in  good  standing  in  his  Lodge, 
he  should  be  exempt  from  dues  to  his  Chapter  while 
residing  in  the  Home  and  that  a  Chapter  should 
be  exempt  from  any  per  capita  tax. 

The  Inspectors  of  the  27  Districts  all  reported 
active  work. 

It  was  decided  that  members  of  both  Grand 
Chapters  of  Queensland  should  be  entitled  to  visit 
in  all  Illinois  Chapters. 

The  Committee  on  Charters  thus  closed  their 
report :  — 

"The  Craft  have  returned  from  the  Quarries  and  have 
presented  their  work  of  the  present  year  for  your  inspection 
and  approval  and  in  so  doing  it  is  obvious  that  they  have 
laboured  industriously  in  the  'Clay  Grounds,'  and  cultivation 
in  the  Royal  Arch  Garden  has  been  done  in  a  most  thorough 
and  satisfactory  manner.  The  noxious  weeds  have  been  elimi- 
nated and  we  trust  that  the  plants  will  grow  and  ever  con- 
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tinue  to  flourish   in  'Immortal   Green'   as  the   greatest   and 
largest  Grand  Chapter  in  the  world." 

Membership,  91,573.     Increase,  1,004. 

Stanley  Farnum,  G.H.P.,  of  Michigan,  was  pre- 
sented and  addressed  Grand  Chapter  humorously 
and  eloquently.     He  thus  refers  to  Canada: — 

"We  in  Michigan  take  things  a  little  more  leisurely. 
There  times  are  changed.  We  have  this  year  removed  the 
speed  law  in  Michigan,  and  you  can  now  go  just  as  fast  as 
you  want  to. 

"Even  the  advice  of  Horace  Greeley  has  been  relegated 
to  the  ash  heap,  because  instead  of  caravans  going  West, 
the  caravans  now  in  Michigan  are  going  toward  the  great 
Dominion  on  the  north." 

The  Committee  on  Obituaries  made  a  feeling 
report  wholly  out  of  the  ordinary.  We  make  the 
following  extract: — 

"Decoration  Day  is  a  day  when  our  minds  wander  back 
to  forgotten  battles  and  almost  to  forgotten  wars,  but  is  our 
way  of  reminding  ourselves  of  the  splendid  spirit  of  those 
men  to  whom  country  meant  more  than  life.  It  is  an  in- 
spiration to  the  living,  and  at  least  doesn't  bother  the  dead. 

"  'Immortality  o'ersweeps 

All  pains,  all  tears,  all  time,  all  fears, 

And  peals  like  the  eternal  thunder  of  the  deep 

Into  my  ears  this  truth:  Thou  livest  forever.' 

"People  generally  take  death  a  bit  too  seriously. 

"The  clock  of  life  is  wound  but  once  and  no  man  knows 
just  when  or  where  it  will  stop. 

"The  epitaph  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  wrote  for  himself 
is  worthy  of  our  remembrance: 

"  'Under  the  wide  and  starry  sky 

Dig  the  grave  and  let  me  lie. 
Glad  did  I  live,  and  gladly  die, 

And  I  laid  me  down  with  a  will. 
This  be  the  verse  you  grave  for  me; 

Here  he  lies  where  he  longed  to  be. 
Home  is  the  sailor,  home  from  the  sea 

And  the  hunter  home  from  the  hill.'  " 

From  the  oration  of  Comp.  Harris,  Grand  Chap- 
lain, whole  pages  might  be  taken  with  advantage  to 
our  readers  but  we  must  resist  the  temptation,  con- 
fining ourselves  to  the  following: — 


APPENDIX  61 

"His  words  were  'Guard  the  interests  of  religion,  liber- 
ally interpreted,  in  our  midst.'  Sabatier,  the  great  French 
scholar,  after  defining  religion  as  'the  life  of  God  in  the  soul 
of  Man'  declares  that  'man  is  incurably  religious.'  Faulty 
may  be  his  expression  of  it,  dim  may  be  his  conciousness 
regarding  it,  still  his  crown  and  glory  is  the  high  spirit  of 
adventure  with  which  he  goes  forth  to  give  expression  to 
the  God  that  is  within  him.  Kipling  humorously  remarks 
in  one  of  his  Indian  Stories  that  'there  is  only  one  thing 
more  terrible  in  battle  than  a  regiment  of  desperadoes,  offi- 
cered by  a  half  dozen  young  dare  devils,  and  that  is  a 
company  of  Scotch  Presbyterians,  who  rise  from  their  knees 
and  go  into  action  convinced  that  they  are  about  to  do  the 
will  of  God.' 

"Hearts  are  more  hungry  for  fellowship  than  we  dare  to 
let  ourselves  believe.  'A  friend'  says  Emerson,  'is  a  person 
before  whom  I  can  be  sincere.'  'A  friend,'  adds  Thoreau, 
'never  descends  to  particulars  but  advises  by  his  whole  be- 
haviour.' 

"What  is  excellent,  as  God  lives,  is  permanent." 

The  new  G.H.P.  Charles  S.  Andrews,  a  native 
of  Hastings,  Michigan,  like  so  many  Rulers  of  the 
Royal  Craft,  was  first  a  teacher,  then  a  lawyer  and 
literary  man. 

Illinois  is  well  represented  in  Toronto  by  Joseph 
J.  Shelley. 

The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  flourishes. 

The  Report  on  Fraternal  Relations  is  prepared 
by  Comp.  Everett  R.  Turnbull,  P.G.H.R.,  and  it  is 
certainly  able,  original  and  comprehensive. 

His  prologue  is  thoughtful  and  energizing  and 
should  stir  to  action: — 

"The  problem  of  the  uninterested  member  is  not  being 
solved.  Several  reasons  have  been  suggested  for  this  apathy. 
Masonry  is  not  alone  in  having  uninterested  members.  The 
most  important  organization  we  have  is  the  Church.  For 
several  years  I  have  been  connected  in  an  official  capacity 
with  one  of  our  local  churches.  Last  Sunday  I  sat  in  the 
rear  of  the  auditorium  and  looked  over  the  attendance  at 
both  Sunday  School  and  Church  services.  There  should  have 
been  three  times  as  many  in  attendance  at  both  services. 
Booster  campaigns  and  attendance  drives  have  been  tried, 
both  of  which  have  resulted  in  only  ephemeral  enthusiasm. 
The  lack  of  interest  can  more  probably  be  charged  to  the 
numerous  outside  things  that  have  been  devised  to  attract 
attention.  We  are  frequently  told  how  much  better  the  at- 
tendance was  when  the  fathers,  of  blessed  memory,  were 
living.     Statisticians  have   recently  estimated  that  one  hun- 
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dred  years  ago -the  average  person  had  72  wants  of  which 
16  were  necessities ;  to-day  the  same  estimate  shows  484  with 
94  considered  necessary.  Furthermore  a  century  ago  about 
200  articles  were  offered  for  sale  whereas  now  there  are 
about  32,000.  The  worth  while  things  are  going  to  last  but 
they  must  be  of  proven  value.  There  is  no  reason  to  be  dis- 
couraged.    'Be  patient,  therefore,  and  work.' " 

This  under  California  is  suggested: — 

"Another  more  radical  change  which  has  for  its  object 
the  saving  of  time  and  holding  the  attention  of  the  audience 
is  the  bringing  up  of  all  three  discoveries  at  once." 

Under  General  Grand  Chapter  we  are  pleased 
to  read: — 

"The  Committee  on  Grievance  were  unable  to  find  any 
clouds  on  the  Capitular  Sky. 

"After  the  Convocation  had  closed  there  was  a  general 
handshaking  and  all  departed  for  their  homes  after  sub- 
scribing to  that  good  old  British  toast:  Happy  to  meet,  sorry 
to  part,  hoping  to  meet  again." 

We  wish  we  had  space  to  reproduce  the  original 
poem  on  the  glandular  rejuvenation  of  Comp.  C.  H. 
Smart,  of  Tennessee.  It  is  worth-while,  even  if  not 
dignified. 

As  to  the  non-receipt  of  Proceedings  under 
Virginia,  hear  him: — 

"I  suppose  it  is  proper  to  blame  the  Grand  Secretary. 
I  believe  it  is  part  of  the  duty  of  that  official  to  take  the 
blame  for  everything  that  goes  wrong." 

Canada,  1927,  receives  full  and  friendly  treat- 
ment. After  referring  to  the  welcome  and  Grand  Z. 
Dunstan  he  says  that  the  District  Superintendents' 
Reports  showed  energy  and  enthusiasm  in  their 
duties.     He  praises  our  Capitular  benevolence: — 

"In  addition  to  these  donations  the  constituent  Chapters 
disbursed  the  sum  of  $5,500  in  benevolent  works.  Action 
of  this  kind  by  individual  Chapters  is  something  that  I  have 
never  seen  mentioned  prominently  by  any  U.S.  Grand 
Chapter.  Our  Canadian  Companions  excel  us  in  this  re- 
spect." 

He  commends  heartily  Comp.  Gardiner's  Report 
on  Capitular  Masonry  which  he  calls  splendid  and 
optimistic.  Of  our  review  and  referring  to  our 
friendly  protest  against  Canada  and  other  British 
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Jurisdictions  being  bunched  at  the  end  of  our  col- 
league's correspondence  review,  he  gracefully  and 
diplomatically  says  and  we  appreciate  the  spirit  in 
which  it  is  done:  — 

"However,  he  objected  to  placing  the  British  Chapters 
by  themselves  at  the  last  of  the  report.  Companion  Ponton — 
you  will  remember  that  on  a  certain  occasion  the  best  wine 
was  kept  until  the  last.  The  Foreign  Jurisdiction  work 
under  different  constitutions  and  therefore  furnish  new 
thoughts  and  methods  of  procedure..  His  report  ends  with 
an  appeal  to  which  we  all  subscribe." 

No  less  than  five  pages  are  given  to  England, 
Lord  Ampthill  furnishing  ample  material. 

Under  Nova  Scotia  we  read  and  note  that  Scot- 
land is  a  live  topic  in  many  Jurisdictions : — 

"The  degree  of  Mark  Master  in  Scotland  is  conferred  by 
both  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter." 

Scotland  herself  gives  this  closing  opportunity 
for  a  crack  to  our  confrere: — 

"The  action  of  which  you  have  given  intimation  having 
been  taken  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Arch  Chapter  of  New 
Zealand,  the  matter  falls  simply  to  be  left  where  that  Grand 
Chapter  has  placed  it. 

"I  believe  it  was  Admiral  Farragut  at  the  Battle  of  New 
Orleans  who  said:  'Damn  the  torpedoes;  full  speed  ahead.'" 

INDIANA. 

Eleazar  K.  Amsden,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Proceedings  are  prefaced  by  many  pages  of 
handsome  engravings  of  persons  and  places. 

In  the  biography  of  the  new  Grand  High  Priest 
Dickover,  we  read:  — 

"The  Mitre  has  not  covered  the  brow  of  one  more  worthy; 
may  his  life  be  prolonged  that  he  may  rejoice  in  the  rewards 
of  ditinguished  and  zealous  service." 

The  Eighty-second  Annual  Convocation  was 
held  in  Marion,  19th  October,  1927.  Almost  a 
record  number  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests — twenty 
— were  honoured  at  the  altar  and  in  the  Grand  East. 

Canada  was  represented  by  William  H.  Baugh. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  forfeited  the  commission 
of  many  Representatives  from  Grand  Jurisdictions 
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on  account  of  continued  absence,  and  appointed  new 
men. 

One  of  his  decisions  is: — 

"Does  the  Lodge  Home  of  a  petitioner  or  his  legal  resi- 
dence determine  his  Chapter  jurisdiction? 

"His  legal  residence  determines  his  Chapter  jurisdiction." 

Under  irregular  suspensions  where  Companions 
had  been  restored  to  their  original  standing,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  speaks  with  no  uncertain  sound 
as  to  the  rights  of  those  in  default: — 

"Germane  thereto,  it  is  pertinent  to  suggest  to  Chapters 
that  their  proceedings  must  be  conducted  according  to  the 
laws  made  and  provided.  Haphazard  action  can  not  be 
tolerated.  A  Companion  has  the  right  to  be  heard  in  all 
questions  of  dismissal  from  membership.  While  we  have 
automatic  suspension  in  Chapter  when  a  Companion  is  sus- 
pended in  Lodge,  that  condition  is  merely  a  matter  of  fact, 
to  be  used  as  evidence,  but  even  in  such  cases,  to  suspend 
in  Chapter,  the  Companion  must  be  regularly  notified  to 
appear  and  answer  the  charges  properly  made  out  and 
delivered  to  him.  The  defaulting  Companion  is  entitled  to 
this  consideration  as  a  matter  of  right;  the  statutes  acknow- 
ledge this  right,  and  Chapters  should  not  jump  at  conclu- 
sions, but  proceed  orderly  and  in  full  compliance  with  the 
regulations;   only  thus  will  they  avoid  cause  of  complaint." 

This  verse  with  others  is  found  a  fitting  and 
comradelike  closing: — 

"There's  a  glint  in  your  eye,  there's  a  clasp  of  your  hand, 
There's  a  tone  in  your  voice  ever  new; 
And  I  think  Providence  must  be  some  kind  of  a  land, 
With  a  bunch  of  good  fellows  like  you." 

Membership,  33,475.     Net  gain,  57. 
Grand   Secretary  Woods    rules  on  restorations 
as  follows: — 

"A  restoration  by  Lodge  is  handled  in  the  same  way,  for 
ipso  facto  restoration  only  means  that  'by  fact  itself'  the 
member  has  grounds  for  restoration,  and  when  restored  in 
Lodge,  'the  fact  itself  must  be  reported  to  the  Chapter,  the 
Chapter  must  order  restoration  therein,  and  the  Secretary 
must  make  record." 

Grand  Chaplain  Pearson  delivered  an  eloquent 
and  searching  address  on  "Manhood,  the  strength  of 
Masonry."     A  few  extracts  must  suffice:  — 

"We  are  living  in  an  age  of  organization  and  reorganiza- 
tion. 
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"Manhood  is  the  crown  of  her  strength.  Our  service  to 
the  State  is  a  service  that  calls  forth  the  spirit  of  rectitude 
in  the  highest  concerns  of  duty.  The  full  force  of  patriotism 
makes  itself  felt  in  every  sphere  of  our  progress  and  truly 
exemplifies  the  practical  teaching  of  all  true  religion — 'Show 
thyself  a  man,  be  strong.' 

"In  the  great  work  of  life,  be  that  work  intellectual, 
moral  or  physical,  we  cannot  rise  higher  than  our  manhood. 
If  we  are  in  earnest  and  realize  the  sacredness  of  our  Ma- 
sonic vows,  we  ought  never  to  sink  below  it. 

"The  age  itself,  perhaps  is  strong;  armies,  governments, 
the  masses,  the  numerical  majorities — these  perhaps  are 
strong,  but  the  individual  is  weak.  It  has  been  said  that 
civilization,  in  spite  of  all  that  is  good  and  beautiful  in  it, 
tends  to  destroy  individuality.  Man  has  a  tendency  to  go 
with  the  masses." 

A  presentation  was  made  to  the  new  G.H.P. 
Mark  Dickover  and  the  following  pleasantry  is  in- 
dulged:— 

"Workers  in  the  Capitular  vineyard  for  so  many  years 
past,  well  knew  that  there  was  no  occasion  to  enjoin  upon  him 
the  necessity  to  Mark-well  his  every  going  forth  of  the  Sanc- 
tuary. 

"And  right  there  Mark  made  his  Mark,  being  muchly 
puffed  up  but  speechless." 

In  the  echoes  from  the  Denver  Triennial  (Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter)  we  find  this  genial  glow  of 
patriotism : — 

"But  we  from  Indiana,  love  old  Indiana,  'For  the  sun 
ne'r  shown  on  a  fairer  land  than  our  old  Indiana.'  Indiana 
with  its  poets,  authors  and  statesmen. 

"  'Indiana  where  the  land  is  full  of  roses 
And  the  roses  full  of  dew, 
And  the  dew  is  filled  with  heavenly  love 
That  drips  for  me  and  you.'  " 

John  Stephenson,  of  Stratford,  represents  In- 
diana. 

The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  flourishes. 

Robert  Archer  Woods,  Grand  Secretary  from 
1920,  and  Grand  Reviewer  from  1910,  presents  his 
17th  Report  and  in  the  opinion  of  this  colleague, 
his  very  best. 

"His  reward  lies  in  the  hope  that  someone  has  been  bene- 
fited by  the  story  of  his  observation  and  experience.  We 
will  leave  it  at  that." 


66  APPENDIX 

This  under  Alberta  is  interesting: — 

"He  sets  forth  his  special  dispensations,  one  being  to  set 
forward  the  annual  election  period,  which  action  is  frowned 
upon  by  most  Grand  Jurisdictions  as  not  only  anticipating 
failure  of  the  Chapter  to  hold  its  convocation  on  the  fixed 
date  but  improperly  sets  aside  a  by-law  which  the  Grand 
Body  itself  has  approved;  rules  that  a  Mark  Master  made 
such  in  a  Craft  Lodge  is  not  entitled  to  sit  in  Chapter  to 
witness  work  in  that  degree,  which  is  good  sense  and  good 
law;  requests  Chapters  to  change  their  'moon  schedule'  to 
fixed  date  on  calendar  (the  best  way  to  expedite  this  matter 
is  for  Grand  Chapter  to  order  it  done,  as  we  did  in  Indiana)." 

Canada  for  1927  is  fully  favoured.  He  says 
the  Grand  Superintendents  carried  responsibilities 
of  the  development  of  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry 
in  both  harmony  and  progress,  and  quotes  with  ap- 
proval Grand  Z.  Dunstan's  urge  that  new  members 
of  the  family  circle  should  receive  special  care. 
Very  few  Reviewers  agree  with  our  manifold  dis- 
pensations and  Comp.  Woods  is  no  exception.  He 
says: — 

"From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  it  would  appear 
that  many  of  the  one  hundred  special  dispensations  granted 
by  Grand  Zed  were  'for  changing  dates  of  holding  convoca- 
tions of  Chapters.'  If  these  were  for  temporary  changes, 
and  without  a  change  of  By-Law  by  the  Chapter,  with  us  the 
practice  would  be  called  illegal.  Meeting  nights  are  fixed  by 
the  By-Laws,  which  can  only  be  changed  in  a  prescribed  con- 
stitutional manner;  and  to  permit  the  Chief  Grand  Officer  to 
change  them  arbitrarily  is  without  foundation  as  a  matter  of 
right  or  law.  In  the  United  States  it  is  generally  held  (there 
are  exceptions)  that  a  Grand  High  Priest's  prerogative  does 
not  run  riot,  to  do  as  he  pleases,  but  only  is  possible  and 
proper  where  the  law  is  not  specific." 

He  kindly  speaks  of  our  Review  as  follows  and 
quotes  from  our  introduction:  — 

"For  completeness,  interest,  eruditeness  and  diction,  it 
equals  any  like  document  that  has  ever  come  to  my  tripodal 
table.  He  comments  with  grace  and  knowledge,  and  excerpts 
plentifully  and  with  discretion.  In  this  review  one  gets  about 
all  there  is  in  the  affairs  of  Capitular  Masonry  throughout 
the  world.  For  his  gracious  words  of  commendation  and 
praise  here  and  there  we  are  extremely  grateful;  it  means 
that  we  can  not  afford  to  let  down,  but  must  keep  hustling; 
no  backward  step,  but  ever  onward  and  upward." 

England  has  his  approval  in  the  following : — 
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"I  suggest  to  you  that  it  is  worth  our  while  to  acquaint 
ourselves  with  the  nature  of  other  systems,  especially  those 
of  which  the  foundations  were  laid  many  years  ago,  by  men 
of  our  own  race,  for  it  is  only  thus  that  we  can  get  a  true 
appreciation  of  our  own  system  and  avoid  those  errors  which 
arise  from  false  and  superstitious  tradition." 

Under  Georgia  we  get  words  of  wisdom: — 

"Of  his  special  dispensations,  eighteen  were  to  confer 
degrees  out  of  time ;  and  two  were  to  move  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. I  have  continually  set  forth  so  many  times,  in  this 
connection — that  this  practice  is  considered  illegal  by  the 
large  majority  of  Grand  Jurisdictions.  It  is  a  survival  of 
the  ancient  prerogatives  that  are  dying,  even  though  they 
die  hard  in  some  spots.  License  is  a  better  term  than  pre- 
rogative, inasmuch  as  the  custom  in  the  first  place  was 
'assumed'  and  not  'conferred.'  With  this  remark  we  will 
pass." 

Our  colleague  eulogizes  brevity  under  Illinois: — 

"The  address  was  what  all  such  should  be,  namely,  an 
epitome  of  work  done  and  in  six  pages.  The  prolixity  of 
some  does  anything  but  make  the  heart  grow  fond,  but  there 
are  those  who  feel  the  springs  of  greatness  gushing  within 
them,  and  they  are  powerless  to  keep  them  confined." 

And  under  Kansas  we  get  the  gleam  of  statisti- 
cal humor:  — 

"Indiana  for  1926  reported  a  net  gain  of  57,  and  while 
a  certain  great  pickle  merchant  was  delighted  when  he  ac- 
complished his  57th,  we  of  course  could  not  point  with  pride. 

"Preceding  the  war  many  came  to  us  more  through 
curiosity  than  to  serve  in  the  ranks  of  the  faithful." 

Scotland  looms  large  under  New  South  Wales: — 

"That  the  Royal  Arch  Companions  of  New  South  Wales, 
or  of  New  Zealand,  or  elsewhere,  of  whatsoever  Constitution 
they  may  be,  cannot  'get  together'  on  a  common  curriculum 
is  absurd.  There  are  too  many  side-degrees  coupled  up  with 
antipodal  Capitular  Masonry  anyhow,  degrees  that  belong 
to  other  systems  and  which  should  be  quickly  and  forever 
divorced  from  it.  All  things  considered,  we  will  likely  be 
looking  at  this  dispute  for  many  years  to  come,  because  one 
side  'will'  and  the  other  'won't.'  " 

Quebec  suggests  the  following  which  expresses 
the  individuality  of  the  Reviewer: — 

"A  Chapter  By-Law,  approved  by  Grand  Chapter,  was 
set  aside  by  an  officer  of  Grand  Chapter.  But  they  do  it 
that  way  up  there,  so  why  should  we  kick?  It  satisfies 
them;  it  ought  to  tickle  us  to  death." 
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This  under  Saskatchewan  may  be  of  service  and 
and  of  interest: — 

"Confer  the  R.A.  Degree  upon  one  candidate  with  the 
use  of  two  substitutes.  It  recommended  that  that  decision 
be  approved,  which  was  done.  All  right;  we  do  it  that  way. 
Their  own  needs  prompted  the  use  of  substitutes,  and  they 
did  well  to  shape  matters  to  present  conditions ;  but  I  imagine 
if  the  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  had  also  been  consulted  the 
majority  in  favour  of  substitutes  might  have  been  swelled. 
For  why  should  one  worthy  Brother  be  required  to  wait  a 
year,  in  a  small  community,  for  the  gathering  in  of  two  as- 
sociates for  the  trio?  Complete  the  trio  with  substitutes 
when  necessary  and  go  ahead." 

Then  comes  the  conclusion  which  we  reprint  in 
full  as  in  every  way  worthy: — 

"Through  mountain  and  plain,  abroad  and  at  home,  the 
capitular  pageant  has  passed  in  review.  It  is  'a  poor  and 
weary  pilgrim'  we  return,  but  a  happy  one  withal;  for  aside 
from  the  cleaning  up  processes  that  have  been  going  on  every- 
where, which  leaves  a  sore-spot  in  some  quarters,  there  is 
health  and  good  cheer.  The  hard  days  are  thought  to  be 
practically  ended  and  an  era  of  real  achievement  just  in  the 
offing.  The  Capitular  Bodies  are  rapidly  taking  stock,  and 
are  turning  their  hands  to  ministering  ends.  Education,  Up- 
lift, Do-for-Others,  is  becoming  the  watch-cry;  and  where 
there  is  something  of  worth  to  do  there  you  will  find  interest 
centered,  and  that  will  spell  progress. 

"In  the  Seventies,  we  used  to  hear  a  familiar  revival 
song,  'Throw  out  the  Life-line.'  " 

IOWA. 

James  Hamlin  Sterling,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Seventy-fourth  Annual  Convocation  con- 
vened in  Creston,  13th  October,  1927.  Many  Grand 
Representatives  (but  not  that  of  Canada),  were  re- 
ceived. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  expressed  the  wish: — 

"That  each  upon  his  return  home  would  present  the 
compliments  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  to  the  Jurisdiction 
which  he  represents  and  advise  them  of  any  special  matter 
that  may  have  come  up  at  this  Convocation,  and  at  all  times 
to  keep  them  fully  informed  on  any  matter  that  may  direct- 
ly interest  them." 

From  the  presiding  officer's  introductory  ad- 
dress we  take  these  paragraphs:  — 
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"By  a  very  natural  process,  We  borrow  the  technical 
language  and  implements  of  the  same  handicraftmen.  We 
symbolize  this  language  and  these  implements,  and  thus 
establish  an  art,  whose  province  and  object,  it  is,  to  elicit 
religious  thought,  and  to  teach  religious  truth,  by  a  system 
of  symbolism,  and  this  symbolism — just  as  peculiar  to  Free- 
masonry, as  the  dictrines  of  lines  and  surfaces  are  to  geometry 
— constitutes  the  art  of  Freemasonry,  and  by  this  art,  we 
are  occupied  in  the  construction  of  a  moral  and  spiritual 
Temple,  Man  being  considered  through  the  art  of  symbolism, 
that  Holy  House. 

"May  we  strengthen  the  Sovereignty  of  this  Grand  Body 
by  wise  legislation,  by  just  and  merciful  decisions,  by  ex- 
ecuting promptly  without  fear  or  favour,  by  being  careful 
in  creating,  and  by  a  prompt,  energetic,  and  careful  super- 
vision." 

He  thinks  that  membership  problems  and  de- 
creases are  not  to  be  attributed  wholly  to  local  con- 
ditions and  thus  comments  upon  that  difficulty  which 
appears  to  affect  nearly  every  Grand  Jurisdiction 
in  the  United  States:  — 

"The  ritual  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  stood  the 
acid  test  of  use  and  should  unhesitatingly  receive  our  support 
and  confidence. 

"Iowa  now  uses  the  General  Grand  Chapter  ritual  of 
1918,  which  represents  the  wisdom,  experience,  and  Ma- 
sonic knowledge  of  our  greatest  Capitular  Masons,  includ- 
ing the  late  lamented  Dr.  Kuhn. 

"It  being  evident  that  we  cannot  lay  the  blame  for  our 
losses  to  the  ritual  in  use,  let  us  take  the  blame  ourselves. 

"From  this  survey,  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  success  of  a  Chapter  must  be  attained  by  the  efficiency 
of  its  officer 
appointive." 

Of  other  Masonic  activities  and  work  he  says: — 

"The  Scottish  Rite  is  in  earnest,  and  labours  to  exemplify 
the  teachings  of  Freemasonry  to  the  very  best  advantage, 
and  we,  of  the  York  Rite,  must  do  likewise,  if  we  would 
hold  the  interest  of  the  Master  Masons,  and  our  future  de- 
pends entirely  upon  how  well  we  can  do  so. 

"The  very  life  of  the  Commandery  depends  upon  his  Chap- 
ter. The  better  preparation  of  the  material  in  the  Chapter, 
the  better  can  we  build. 

"Somebody  said  that  it  couldn't  be  done, 
But  he,  with  a  chuckle,  replied 
That  'maybe  it  couldn't,'  but  he  would  be  one 
Who  wouldn't  say  so  till  he  tried. 
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"So  he  buckled  right  in,  with  the  trace  of  a  grin, 
On  his  face.     If  he  worried,  he  hid  it; 
He  started  to  sing  as  he  tackled  the  thing 
That  couldn't  be  done — and  he  did  it. 

"There  are  thousands  to  tell  you  it  cannot  be  done, 
There  are  thousands  to  prophesy  failure; 
There  are  thousands  to  point  out  to  you,  one  by  one, 
The  dangers  that  wait  to  assail  you. 

"But  just  buckle  in  with  a  bit  of  a  grin, 
Then  take  off  your  coat  and  go  to  it ; 
Just  start  in  to  sing  as  you  tackle  the  thing 
That  'cannot  be  done' — and  you'll  do  it." 

He  has  a  high  opinion  of  the  Holy  Order  of  High 
Priesthood  to  which  he  thus  refers: — 

"This  ancient,  legitimate,  and  honourable  order  in  Capi- 
tular Masonry  will  be  conferred  this  evening.  I  strongly 
advise  all  who  are  eligible  to  petition  for  the  beautiful  order 
conferred  by  the  Grand  Council." 

Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present 
doing  duty. 

Membership,  23,190.     Net  loss,  539. 

The  Board  of  Custodians  are  puzzled  how  to 
meet  conditions: — 

"If  they  could  be  considered  separately,  detached,  where 
the  results  of  their  own  indifference  and  failures  would  re- 
flect only  upon  themselves,  they  might  be  left  undisturbed. 
But,  unfortunately,  they  cannot  be  so  considered.  They  are 
an  integral  part  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  from  their  location 
stand  as  an  effective  barrier  to  the  growth  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  their  vicinity." 

E.  W.  F.  Holler,  represents  Canada,  and  Edward 
Lankin,  of  Toronto,  represents  Iowa. 

This  from  the  biography  of  G.H.P.  Sterling:  — 

"His  long  career  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  and  North- 
western Railway  is  an  earnest  of  the  studious  thought,  and 
careful  execution  he  gives  to  every  task  no  matter  how  trivial 
it  may  be." 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edward  M.  Willard  and  is  excellent  through- 
out. 

From  the  introduction  we  learn  that  there  are 
1,226  DeMolay  Chapters  for  Boys  with  a  total  mem- 
bership of  109,723. 
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Other  sentences  which  we  take  from  his  Fore- 
word are  illuminating: — 

"We  wonder,  if  they  did  fully  grasp  the  meaning  of  the 
principles  and  lessons  of  the  Order,  as  they  were  passing 
through  the  veils.  In  all  great  and  important  undertakings, 
we  must  learn  to  pay  the  price.  It  may  be  in  money,  in 
service,  or  it  may  be  in  sacrifice  in  some  way  or  another. 

"Each  must  answer  for  himself.  From  the  Entered  Ap- 
prentice to  the  Royal  Arch,  we  are  seeking  after  Truth,  and 
when  we  discover  that  which  was  lost,  we  are  more  fully  pre- 
pared to  go  out  among  our  fellow  men  to  teach  and  live  those 
principles  taught  us  in  Masonry. 

"It  is  not  only  an  honour  to  be  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter, 
but  it  is  a  responsibility  and  the  sooner  this  fact  is  realized, 
the  better  it  is  for  all  concerned. 

"Go  Thou  Thy  Way,  performing  Thy  Duty,  that  others 
may  be  enlightened  and  encouraged. 

"Turn  thou  aside  at  others'  need; 

Help  thou  their  feet  to  smoother  ways; 
Unchain  thyself  from  deadening  greed, 
That  with  the  husks  of  living  pays. 
"Serene  upon  thy  life  road  go; 

Thy  impulse  high  and  pure  release, 
That  all  the  world  thy  path  may  know, 
And  follow  thee  to  perfect  peace." 

Canada  for  1927  receives  brief  and  courteous 
Review,  the  whole  of  the  conclusion  of  Grand  Z. 
Dunstan's  address  is  reprinted.  Comp.  Gardiner's 
Report  on  the  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  and 
the  charity  reported  therein,  he  says,  "develops  the 
milk  of  human  kindness  within  the  breasts  of  all 
who  follow  its  precepts."  He  kindly  says  that  we 
write  very  interesting  reports  and  something  worth 
reading  and  quotes  from  our  conclusion  that  each 
Jurisdiction  has  a  flavour  of  its  own. 

Under  Florida  he  quotes:  — 

"This  exemplifies  the  fact  that  the  'Young  may  die,  the 
old  must  die  and  the  wisest  knoweth  not  how  soon." 

This  under  New  Jersey  is  worth  while: — 

"  'We  cannot  conquer  Time ;  sit  down,  breathe  slowly, 
and  muse  a  little,  since  great  Time  is  King.' 

"Freemasonry  challenges  earthly  kings,  for  it  is  a  part 
of  Time  itself.  Other  organizations  come  and  go,  but  Free- 
masonry remains.  Other  organizations  carry  happiness  or 
disappointment   to   a    few   generations     of    men,    but     Free- 


72  APPENDIX 

masonry,  built  upon  eternal  truths,  and  coming  to  us  from 
a  past  that  no  man  can  penetrate,  defies  the  temporal  and 
transient  and  is  untouched  by  time." 

Rhode  Island  gives  him  a  verse  with  matter  in 
it:  — 

"So  we  may  send  our  little  timid  thoughts 
Across  the  void,  out  to  God's  reaching  hands — 
Send  out  our  love  and  faith  to  thread  the  deep — 
Thought  after  thought  until  the  little  cord 
Has  greatened  to  a  chain  no  chance  can  break, 
And — we  are  anchored  to  the  Infinite!" 

Under  Texas  he  refers  to  the  spiritual  power  of  a 
militant  Masonry  if  thoroughly  aggressive;  "Let 
there  be  light."  Respectable  mediocrity  is  not 
enough. 

IRELAND  (not  received). 

KANSAS. 

James  Earle  McClelland,  M.E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  Sixty-third  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
at  Topeka,  February  20th,  1928.  Thirteen  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  graced  and  were  greeted 
in  the  Grand  East.  Canada  was  faithfully  repre- 
sented by  Roy  H.  Clossen,  who  is  one  of  the  few 
Grand  Representatives  of  Canada  who  responds 
regularly  to  roll  call. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  adress  is  out  of  the 
ordinary.  He  has  a  graphic  and  poetic  mode  of  ex- 
pression that  betokens  an  individuality  all  his  own. 
Here  is  his  introduction: — 

"The  candle  of  the  old  year  wavering,  flickers  and  dies 
and  nothing  of  its  element  is  left  to  imprint  itself  upon  our 
memory. 

"The  chronicles  of  yesteryear  would  be  but  memories  and 
lie  mutely  forgotten  and  become  but  legendary  and  evanes- 
cent like  the  candle  if  it  were  not  for  the  annalist  with  a 
visionary  perception  of  duty  to  mankind,  recording  the  his- 
tory of  his  time  for  the  ages  to  come.  Our  recourse  to  the 
ages  that  were  is  from  storied  urn  and  through  the  dusty 
tomes  of  historic  archives,  brought  to  light  through  the  in- 
quiring mind  of  the  philomath.  This  preservation  of  valu- 
able historical  data — man's  debt  to  man — connecting  us  with 
the  past,  is  all  that  we  can  leave  for  posterity  to  judge  what 
was. 
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"It  has  been  my  pleasant  duty  to  historify  Capitular 
Masonry  of  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  for  the  year  1927  and 
to  add  another  folio  to  the  annals  of  my  illustrious  predeces- 
sors, to  be  conserved  in  the  traditional  Ark  of  our  founders, 
our  contribution  and  heritage  to  the  Masonic  student  that 
is  to  come. 

"  'One  by  one  the  Great  All  Father 
Gently  lets  his  seasons  fall, 
One  by  one  the  storm  and  sunshine 
Cast  their  shadows  over  all.'  " 

We  gather  that  the  commissions  of  Grand  Re- 
presentatives expire  in  Kansas  with  the  triennial 
Convocations  of  General  Grand  Chapter  and  require 
then  to  be  renewed,  not  a  bad  time  test  of  regularity 
of  attendence  to  official  duty. 

Acknowledging  Degrees  by  courtesy  he  thus 
gracefully  writes: — 

"With  the  exchange  of  fraternal  greetings  and  felicita- 
tions with  the  above  Grand  High  Priests,  prompt  acknow- 
ledgments were  made  of  my  feeling  of  deep  gratitude  to 
their  various  Grand  Jurisdictions  for  their  kindness  in  per- 
mitting our  sojourning  brothers  to  receive  the  advantage  of 
further  light  in  Masonry." 

We  note  that  there  is  an  Ottawa  Chapter  in  Ot- 
tawa, Kansas. 

Speaking  of  the  losses  by  suspension  especially 
of  those  admitted  of  recent  years,  he  is  out- 
spoken:— 

"There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  some  few  years  ago 
we  'let  the  bars  down'  to  accomodate  the  vast  number  of 
petitions  that  were  presented,  and  admitted  to  our  member- 
ship those  who  were  carried  away  with  the  stress  of  the 
times.  I  am  not  conveying  anything  of  a  derogatory  or 
detracting  nature  against  the  personnel  of  those  petitioners 
or  against  any  one  exalted  during  the  'sturm  und  drang'  that 
threw  this  country  into  armed  camps,  nor  of  that  restorative 
period  immediately  following.  The  personnel  of  those  peti- 
tioning was  'sans  reproche.'  However,  time  has  proven  that 
the  major  portion  of  those  admitted  were  not  imbued  with 
the  proper  Masonic  spirit  necessary  to  assimilate  the  teach- 
ings and  precepts  of  Capitular  Masonry.  They  were  watch 
charm  Masons,  so  to  speak,  Masons  in  name  only,  and  will 
never  become  the  true  representative  Mason  typifying  Ma- 
sonic ideals. 

"The  suspension  of  this  class  for  non-payment  of  dues  is 
increasing  each  year,  and  it  will  continue  until  the  tare  is 
separated  from  the  wheat  and  the  dross  from  the  gold. 
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"Another  and  small  percentage  of  suspensions  resulted 
from  temporary  financial  conditions  of  those  who  are  Masons 
at  heart  and  who  through  force  of  varying  circumstances 
are  unable  to  carry  on.  These  could  no  doubt  be  reinstated 
if  proper  representations  were  made." 

"Secretaries  must  stand  censured  to  a  great  extent  for 
this  condition,  for  it  appears  to  me  that  the  burden  rests 
wholly  upon  them  for  collection  of  dues  and  the  maintenance 
of  their  membership  lists.  The  active  Secretary,  from  per- 
sonal observations,  is  the  one  with  the  least  percentage  of 
delinquents  charged  to  his  Chapter." 

The  Kansas  Masonic  Home  is,  as  in  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  the  shrine  of  Masonic  devotion: — 

"  'Humanity's  need  is  Humanity's  prayer.'  No  truer 
words  were  ever  spoken.  There  is  a  prayer  coming  to  us 
to-day. 

"In  the  City  of  Wichita  there  is  located  the  Masonic  Home, 
a  refuge  for  the  homeless  orphan  and  the  destitute  widow; 
a  haven  for  those  of  our  more  or  less  unfortunate  brethren, 
who  with  their  shattered  hopes  of  life  sinking  below  the 
horizon,  by  necessity  become  the  wards  of  this  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity, and  there  in  that  asylum  of  rest,  peace,  and  content- 
ment, spend  their  declining  years." 

Here  is  an  outstanding  paragraph  which  will  re- 
ceive attention: — 

"My  desk  appeared  to  be  a  dumping  ground  for  letters 
with  impassioned  pleas  for  the  active  sponsoring  of  some 
ignis  fatuws  born  of  puerile  minds,  or  of  the  passive  support 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  in  lending  its  name  for  the  furtherance 
of  seemingly  personal  aggrandizement  and  pecuniary  benefit 
to  organizations  and  individuals.  Nothing  appeared  to  merit 
my  consideration,  let  alone  the  deliberation  of  this  august 
body.  Our  exchequer  is  still  unscathed  by  these  various  on- 
slaughts; our  problems  are  still  domestic,  not  exotic;  the 
fair  name  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  of  Kansas  is  not  as  yet 
bedizened  on  circulars,  pamphlets,  or  brochures." 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Albert  K.  Wilson,  is  a  real 
administrative  executive.  Many  of  the  Chapters 
use  lantern  slides. 

Membership,  21,692.     Net  loss,  63. 

The  Report  on  Necrology  has  this  verse  with 
others: — 

"You  think  them  'out  of  reach'  your  dead? 
Nay,  by  my  own  dead,  I  deny 
They're  'out  of  reach' — be  comforted; 
It  is  not  far  to  die." 
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Our  own  Companion  Gibson,  of  Hamilton,  repre- 
sents Kansas. 

Many  memorial  pages  are  devoted  to  those  who 
during  the  past  year  have  passed  through  the 
Fourth  Veil  into  the  presence  of  the  Eternal  Grand 
Council. 

Correspondence  by  Albert  K.  Wilson,  reviews 
64  Jurisdictions  and  there  are  some  striking  obser- 
vations contained  in  his  Foreword.  Comp.  Wilson 
apparently  calls  a  spade  a  spade  but  is  he  not  by  im- 
plication rather  severe  on  Grand  High  Priests  gener- 
ally? They  can  only  do  their  best  and  require  (and 
generally  receive)  loyal  co-operation  to  make  their 
leadership  successful: — 

"It  will  be  observed  from  the  statistical  tables  that 
seventeen  of  the  forty-nine  Jurisdictions  in  the  United 
States  show  a  net  loss  in  membership  of,  3,167  as  against 
a  net  loss  of  1,471  last  year,  or  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent,  increase. 

"The  addresses  of  the  Grand  High  Priests  in  most  in- 
stances, are  lacking  in  anything  of  a  constructive  nature, 
being  limited  very  largely  to  words  of  welcome,  greetings  to 
the  Companions  and  apologies  for  not  having  accomplished 
those  things  which  they  had  promised  themselves  they  would 
do  during  their  administration.  Following  this,  only  mat- 
ters of  common  interest  to  their  own  Jurisdiction  are  sub- 
mitted. 

"The  net  loss,  as  disclosed  by  the  membership  tables,  is 
unequalled,  and  in  fact  unheard  of  in  the  annals  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  and  yet  it  is  no  surprise  to  one  who  reads  the 
addresses  of  many  of  those  placed  at  the  head  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions,  as  from  a  care- 
ful perusal  of  the  addresses  one  can  glean  little  to  create  in- 
terest, and  if  interest  lags  and  the  Companions  get  the  idea 
that  'nobody  cares'  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when  they 
will  either  dimit  or  allow  their  dues  to  lapse  until  they  are 
eventually  suspended. 

Surely  this  is  too  sweeping. 

"The  one  at  the  head  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  each  Juris- 
diction must  put  his  heart  and  soul  into  the  work,  visit  the 
Chapters  under  his  control,  get  the  High  Priests  interested, 
and  lend  a  helping  hand. 

"To  the  deep  thinker  and  the  one  who  actually  has  the 
interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  at  heart,  the  time  is  at  hand 
when  those  occupying  these  exalted  stations  must  take  Less 
interest  in  purely  social  functions  and  outside  associations, 
as    well    as    organizations    predicating    their    memership    on 
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Freemasonry,    and    put    forth    an    honest   and    conscientious 
effort  in  the    cause  which  has  so  signally  honoured  them." 

This  may  strike  a  more  responsive  chord: — 
"The  writer  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Grand  Representa- 
tive system  is  a  snare  and  a  delusion,  but  so  long  as  we 
practice  this  custom  there  should  be  some  attention  paid  to 
the  Companions  who  are  honoured  with  these  appointments 
in  knowing  whether  they  they  are  attending  the  Convocations 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  as  the  representative  of  a  given  Juris- 
diction, and  where  such  Companion  neglects  his  duty  the 
writer  of  the  Report  on  Correspondence  should  not  only 
note  it  in  his  review,  but  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  to  the  apparent  lack  of  interest,  and  in  all  such 
cases  the  Grand  High  Priest  should  immediately  recall  the 
Commission  and  request  the  nomination  of  some  other  Com- 
panion." 

Another  dash  at  Grand  Representatives  gen- 
erally is  found  in  his  review  of  Canada,  but  re- 
member Comp.  Wilson  that  there  are  some  times 
good  reasons  for  absence  as  in  the  case  of  your 
really  Grand  Representative  in  Canada: — 

"We  regret  to  find  that  our  Grand  Repesentative  was  not 
in  attendance.  This  is  an  oft  repeated  comment  and  we 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  away  when  we  will  be  honoured 
with  a  representative  who  takes  sufficient  interest  in  Ca- 
pitular Masonry  to  attend  the  Annual  Convocations." 

He  makes  large  quotations  from  Grand  Z.  Dun- 
stan's  address  with  approval  and  says  that  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  Henry  T.  Smith,  presents  a  very 
brief  but  complete  report  including  a  splendid  ex- 
hibit of  membership.  He  gives  liberal  citations 
from  Comp.  Gardiner's  Condition  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry. He  pays  us  the  compliment  of  quoting  our 
Foreword  to  our  last  Review  and  speaks  of  it  as  a 
splendid  report. 

England  is  reviewed  comprehensively,  Lord 
Ampthill  giving  ample  material  to  all  Jurisdictions 
who  will  piece  together  the  pamphlets. 

Under  Ohio,  1926,  the  apparent  unanimity  with 
which  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  turned  down 
nearly  everything  suggested  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest  comes  in  for  comment  here  as  elsewhere.  It 
strikes  us  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Ohio  had 
the  vision,  the  Committee  the  limitations. 
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Under  Victoria  we  find  what  no  doubt  appeals 
to  many  Rulers  of  the  Royal  Craft  "the  best  of  a 
journey  is  getting  home." 

Companion  Wilson  is  noted  for  his  statistical 
tables.  The  following  are  his  latest :  Foreign  Grand 
Bodies,  (including  Canada).  Master  Masons,  1,- 
043,037;  United  States,  3,216,724.  Chapter  mem- 
bers outside  of  United  States,  151,083.  Chapter 
members  in  United  States,  930,222. 

Since  writing  this  Review  Grand  Secretary  Wil- 
son has  retired  from  his  great  office,  and  takes  up 
historical  work. 

KENTUCKY. 

Virgil  P.  Smith,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Convocation  was 
held  in  Louisville,  October   18th,  1927. 

Kentucky  easily  takes  the  palm  from  all  other 
Grand  Chapters  in  the  longevity  and  faithful  at- 
tendance of  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  no  less  than 
twenty-five  attending  this  annual  tryst  of  reminis- 
cence and  refreshment — a  splendid  record. 

G.H.P.  Smith  in  his  address  touches  again  upon 
the  subject  which  everyone  tries  to  explain  but  none 
quite  satisfactorily — the  loss  of  members,  Kentucky 
suifering  the  second  largest  loss  in  the  Grand  Juris- 
dictions of  the  United  States.  However,  they  bear 
up  courageously — battered  but  unbowed: — 

"We  may  well  rejoice  in  the  condition  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry, in  this  Jurisdiction,  but  there  is  room  for  improve- 
ment and  I  hope  this  Convocation  may  prove  the  means  to- 
ward that  end.  While  the  report  of  our  Grand  Secretary 
will  show  a  loss  in  numbers  during  the  year,  this  is  not 
alarming.  The  undesirable  and  those  not  having  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry  in  their  hearts  have  been  gotten  rid  of, 
and  others  perhaps  by  reason  of  conditions  they  could  not 
control,  have  been,  for  the  time,  dropped  from  the  roll,  these 
conditions  will  adjust  themselves  and  Capitular  Masonry 
will  not  suffer  thereby." 

He  pays  a  tribute  to  the  Companions  who  have 
passed  in  the  "triumph  of  faith": — 
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"Life,  I  know  not  what  thou  art, 
But  know  that  thou  and  I  must  part, 
Life,  We've  been  long  together 
Through  pleasant  and  through  cloudy  weather, 
Then  steal  away,  give  little  warning,  choose  thine  own  time ; 
Say  not  'good  night,'  but  in  some  brighter  clime 
Bid  me,  'good  morning.'  " 

Minimum  dues  which  would  shock  Canada  are  re- 
ferred to  in  the  following : — 

"I  find  many  of  the  Chapters  are  existing  on  meager 
amounts,  in  some  cases  scarcely  enough  to  pay  the  necessary 
expenses  incident  to  the  holding  of  meetings,  some  of  them 
collecting  only  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  year  dues." 

$30,000  were  last  year  appropriated  from  Grand 
Chapter  funds  to  complete  the  erection  and  equip- 
ment of  the  building  of  Grand  Chapter  in  connection 
with  the  Home,  which  building  was  dedicated  by 
exercises  suitable  on  the  day  Grand  Chapter  met. 

He  speaks  of  some  trouble  that  had  arisen  in 
connection  with  the  Superintendent  and  after  in- 
vestigation it  was  found  as  is  the  case  in  the  major- 
ity of  anonymous  instances  to  have  been: — 

"Brought  about  by  the  circulation  of  some  anonymous 
letters  written  by  some  irresponsible  Profligate." 

Two  Charters  were  arrested. 

A  peculiar  situation  arose  when  thirteen  Com- 
panions asked  for  demits  in  order  to  organize  a  new 
Chapter.  Failing  to  succeed  in  the  organization, 
the  Chapter  required  them  to  apply  for  readmission 
and  strange  to  say  four  of  the  Companions  were 
black-balled.  The  Grand  High  Priest  ordered  them 
to  be  reinstated  as  the  application  for  demit  clearly 
contemplated  a  provisional  and  not  an  absolute  one 
being  issued.     His  decision  is  as  follows:  — 

"The  application  signed  by  Floyd  Hall  and  others  and 
James  Peters  and  others  asking  for  demit,  state,  'for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  new  Chapter'  clearly  showing  that 
the  application  was  for  the  purpose  stated.  Under  this 
request,  the  demits  were  provisional.  It  appearing  that  the 
new  Chapter  was  not  organized  it  follows  that  the  Com- 
panions, when  they  returned  the  demits  to  H.  B.  Grant 
Chapter  are,  without  further  action  of  the  Chapter,  members 
in  good  standing  as  if  no  demit  had  been  granted." 
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The  exuberance  with  which  degree  teams  spring 
up  is  illustrated  by  the  appeal  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest  to  recognize  printed  letter  paper  headed 
"Illinois  Central  Degree  Team."  The  Grand  High 
Priest  did  not  object.  We  feel  sure  that  our  Grand 
Z.  would  not  have  permitted  it. 

With  further  reference  to  the  Homes,  both  old 
and  new,  of  Kentucky,  this  makes  pleasant  read- 
ing:— 

"Kentucky  Masons  are  justly  proud  of  achievements,  in 
the  line  of  Love  and  Charity,  to  our  dependent  ones.  The 
first  to  dream  of  Masonic  care  for  destitute  widows  and 
helpless  orphans,  and  not  only  to  dream  but  to  put  into  visible 
and  tangible  form  that  vision,  by  the  erection  of  a  home,  at 
first  but  meager,  but  by  constant  care  andn  improvement  we 
reached  the  climax,  and  you  witnessed  to-day  the  dedication 
of  the  most  coplete  commodious  and  splendid  home  that  has 
ever  been  erected  in  the  world  for  that  purpose  which  will 
stand  throughout  time  a  monument  to  the  great  love  of  the 
Masons  of  this  State,  and  I  am  sure  will  be  an  incentive  to 
other  Jurisdictions  to  emulate  our  example.  We  are  glad, 
too,  that  this  Grand  Chapter  has  a  part  and  parcel  in  this 
great  and  noble  work  by  reason  of  the  contributions  made 
to  that  end.  How  it  thrills  our  hearts  to  know  that  the  lot 
of  the  little  ones  of  our  deceased  brethren  has  fallen  in  such 
pleasant  lines  and  that  they  need  not  fear  for  the  'BIG 
BROTHERS'  will  take  care  of  them,  let  come  what  may." 

The  Grand  Secretary,  G.  Allison  Holland,  an  offi- 
cial of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  makes  an  out- 
standing report  clear  as  a  bell  like  those  of  our  own 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  Henry  T.  Smith.  In  his  introduc- 
tion he  says:  — 

"The  returns  from  the  Chapters  this  year  indicate  that 
we  have  reached  the  lowest  ebb  in  the  matter  of  member- 
ship deductions. 

"We  may  be  assured  that  Chapters  will  be  more  careful 
in  the  selection  of  new  members  and  only  those  applicants 
will  be  taken  in  who  have  due  regard  for  all  the  substantial 
requirements  of  their  Masonic  obligations." 

Membership,  18,447.  Net  loss  (to  be  deplored), 
842. 

The  Educational  Trustees  submit  a  report  of 
successful  work  well  done:  — 

"During  the  school  year,  your  Educational  Trustees  had 
charge  of  and  directed  the  school  activities  of  72  wards  at 
an  average  per  capita  expense  of  $264.00.     The  number  of 
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wards   under   our   direction   for  the   present   school   year   is 
only  50." 

John  Graham,  of  London,  represents  Kentucky, 
and  A.  Gordon  Sulser  represents  Canada  near  Ken- 
tucky." 

P.G.M.  William  W.  Clarke,  whose  fine  features 
precede  and  adorn  his  work,  again  takes  up  his  pen 
in  connection  with  (not  Correspondence  and  not 
Reviews  but)  the  "Doings  of  Other  Grand  Chap- 
ters," a  very  practical  nomenclature. 

He  says  that  Alberta's  Proceedings  and  their 
labours  sound  a  note  of  optimism. 

He  is  struck  with  Arizona's  summary  of  what 
from  their  point  of  view  the  three  Capitular  Degrees 
mean,  summarized  thus:— 

"First:  The  open  mind  is  well  illustrated  in  our  Mark 
Master's  Degree,  also  the  lesson  of  living  up  to  one's  word — 'A 
contract  is  a  contract.' 

"Second:  Obedience  to  constituted  authority. 

"Third:  Our  spiritual  needs — our  vision  of  something 
greater,  nobler,  higher,  than  the  material  things." 

The  omission  of  British  Columbia  from  his  last 
Review  if  it  did  nothing  else  than  to  produce  this 
graceful  tribute  was  fortunate:  — 

"We  regret  the  absence  of  British  Columbia  from  our 
former  report. 

"It  is  never  intentional  that  we  omit  the  doings  of  our 
Companions  to  the  north  of  us.  With  Great  Britian  and 
her  Colonies  and  the  United  States  rests  the  future  of  Free- 
Masonry,  as  of  some  other  things  of  vital  interest  to  the 
world." 

He  speaks  under  Canada  of  the  wholesome  words 
of  Grand  Z.  Dunstan  and  says  that  the  Reports  of 
Grand  Superintendents  are  highly  gratifying.  He 
comments  upon  the  full  report  of  Grand  Scribe  E. 
He  makes  extracts  from  Comp.  Gardiner's  Report 
on  Capitular  Masonry,  especially  its  termination: — 

"To  epitomize  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents 
we  should  say  that  within  our  portals,  'all's  well' — 'Peace, 
Harmony  and  Concord  reign  supreme.'  " 

Of  our  own  Review  he  kindly  says  that  its  name 
"attests  its  excellence"  and  quotes  our  Forword, 
adding:  — 
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"His  review  of  Kentucky  is  not  only  very  full  and  com- 
plete but  written  in  such  a  spirit  of  sympathetic  understand- 
ing as  to  give  us  much  pleasure." 

Under  New  Zealand  we  read : — 

"We  gather  that  in  New  Zealand  one  must  be  a  Master 
or  Past  Master  to  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  First  Principal 
of  a  Chapter,  unless  under  dispensation.  An  effort  was 
made  to  abrogate  this  rule,  but  failed." 

This  under  West  Virginia  reminds  one  of  de 
gustibus  non  disputandum:  — 

"In  as  much  as  the  General  Grand  Chapter  took  pretty 
much  the  same  view  of  the  Texas  imbroglio  that  the  writer 
hereof  did,  we  are  somewhat  surprised  at  the  paragraph  re- 
ferring thereto  in  his  review  of  Kentucky.  We  are  reminded 
of  the  old  couplet: 

"Many  birds  of  many  kinds, 
Many  men  of  many  minds." 

Comp.  Clarke  brings  to  bear  an  experienced  pen 
in  all  his  Review. 

LOUISIANA. 

Charles  F.  Ratcliff,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Eighty-first  Convocation  was  held  in  New 
Orleans,  February  7th,  1928. 

John  W.  Armstrong,  Canada's  Representative, 
duly  answered  roll  call. 

The  Proceedings  are  preceded  and  graced  by  the 
fine  portrait  of  Wynne  Grey  Rogers,  the  newly 
elected  Grand  High  Priest,  and  from  his  biography 
we  learn  that  he  is  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Louisiana. 

Under  State  of  the  Order  Grand  High  Priest  Rat- 
cliff  says : — 

"I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  condition  of  Capitulary 
Masonry  generally  at  a  rather  low  ebb  throughout  the  Juris- 
diction; this  is,  I  believe,  largely  due  to  the  disastrous  over- 
flow which  inundated  thousands  of  acres  of  our  most  fertile 
lands,  causing  untold  loss  and  suffering  to  many  of  our 
citizens,  which  influence  seems  to  have  permeated  the  entire 
state. 

These  questions  and  answers  embodying  some  of 
his  decisions  may  be  of  interest: — 
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"Question — Does  Lodge  membership  in  this  state  fix  the 
residence  or  establish  the  domicile  of  the  member  in  this 
state? 

"Answer — It  does  not. 

"Statement — A  Companion  complains  that  an  applicant  for 
degrees,  though  a  fine  character,  and  highly  esteemed  brother, 
was  rejected.  The  complaining  Companion  feels  that  a  grave 
injustice  has  been  done. 

"Answer — The  Grand  High  Priest  is  without  authority  to 
investigate  or  interfere  in  any  way." 

An  extraordinary  condition  appears  to  exist  in 
this  Jurisdictnon  as  the  Grand  High  Priest  has  to 
report  that  only  four  of  the  16  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests  made  reports  to  him,  hence  he  is  unable  to 
judge  of  their  services. 

A  blanket  policy  is  proposed  to  be  put  upon  all 
Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  the  constituent  Chap- 
ters but  the  project  is  meeting  with  a  little  difficulty 
and  friction. 

Membership,  9,235.   Loss,  78. 

Routine  business  seems  to  have  been  conducted 
in  the  two  days  in  a  leisurely  manner  as  becomes  the 
South.  Louisiana  was,  of  course,  hard  hit  by  the 
flood. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Colonel  W.  Y.  Mills,  of  Kingston, 
represents  Louisiana  with  us. 

In  the  memorial  tablet  to  the  dead  of  sister  Grand 
Chapters  we  read : — 

"We  will  watch  and  wait  a  little  while, 
Till  the  harbor-master  sets  free; 
And  then,  with  our  freight  of  hope  and  faith, 
We,  too,   shall  sail  o'er  the  unknown   sea." 

John  A.  Davilla,  Grand  Secretary,  is  also  Grand 
Correspondent,  and  presents  his  eighth  review.  He 
gives  a  sensible  introduction: — 

"It  has  indeed  been  a  delightful  privilege  and  a  wonder- 
ful experience  to  travel,  as  it  were,  in  perspective  from  one 
place  to  another  and  although  noting  the  slight  differences 
in  rules  and  customs,  be  made  to  feel  that  all  have  the  same 
goal  in  view. 

"In  the  main,  we  feel  that  results  have  either  been  on  the 
debit  side  of  the  ledger,  or  the  bodies  have  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  hold  their  own.  Where  gains  have  been  had,  they  have 
been  nominal.  Various  reasons  are  assigned,  most  of  them 
debatable.      No   doubt,   in    summary,   general     business     de- 
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pression  is  largely  responsible  and  in  addition,  may  it  not  be 
just  possible  that  in  this  modern  day,  the  many  attractions 
offered  by  the  radio,  picture  show  and  automobile  are  having 
some  deterrent  effect.  We  have  heretofore  laid  stress  upon 
the  necessity  of  greater  activity  on  the  part  of  secretaries." 

He  says  that  in  some  of  the  Jurisdictions  the 
moon  schedule  is  still  giving  annoyance. 

In  Louisiana  the  actual  registering  of  the  mark  is 
obligatory  before  any  further  work*  can  proceed. 

Under  Canada  he  says  that  the  address  of  Grand 
Z.  Dunstan  may  well  be  applied  to  their  District 
Deputies.  He  quotes  at  length  from  Comp.  Gardiner's 
Report  on  Capitular  Masonry.  He  pays  us  the  Compli- 
ment of  presenting  our  Foreword  to  the  Louisiana 
Companions,  adding  generously : — 

"The  report  is  of  its  usual  high  standard  of  excellence, 
indeed  the  brethren  of  Canada  are  particularly  fortunate  in 
having,  for  this  service,  a  brother  of  such  ability  and 
versatility.  He  presents  a  most  valuable  compendium  of  Ma- 
sonic events  of  the  year." 

England  is  reviewed  at  length.  Referring  to  the 
deaths  of  Sir  Frederick  Halsey  and  Granville  Gren- 
f ell,  Comp.  Davilla  says : — 

"These  distinguished  Companions,  each  had  an  inter- 
national reputation  for  the  zeal  in  the  Craft  and  we  join  with 
our  English  Companions  in  expressions  of  sympathy." 

Under  Rhode  Island  he  quotes : — 

"We  must  all  buckle  on  our  working  clothes  and  labour 
for  a  new  co-operative  spirit  among  Chapter  members,  never 
for  a  moment  admitting  that  the  Capitular  degrees  are  but 
stepping-stones  for  higher  honours." 

And  this  worthy  sentiment  he  gleans  from  Sas- 
katchewan : — 

"Peace  and  good-will  to  all  men  is  a  Divine  Command,  and 
the  desire  to  propagate  this  sentiment  permeates  pretty 
thoroughly  throughout  all  our  ranks." 

MAINE. 

Convers  Edward  Leach,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Third  Annual  Convoca- 
tion was  held  at  Portland,  May  1st,  1928.     Twelve 
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of  the  fourteen  living  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were 
present. 

M.  Ex.  Charles  Clark  Davis,  of  Illinois,  General 
Grand  High  Priest  was  accorded  the  private  Grand 
Honours. 

Canada  was  represented  by  Comp.  James  A. 
Richardson. 

The  introduction  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's 
address  was  worthy:  — 

"We  convene  to-day  to  review  the  work  of  the  past  year, 
to  felicitate  ourselves  upon  what  we  may  have  been  able  to 
accomplish,  and  to  note  our  failures.  More  than  that,  we 
are  assembled  to  get  and  to  give  instruction,  to  broaden  our 
vision  and  to  gain  a  deeper  inspiration.  Not  resting  content 
upon  the  achievements  of  the  past,  we  trust  that  this  review- 
ing will  be  but  a  stepping  stone  to  a  higher  sphere  of  use- 
fulness and  a  larger  field  of  constructive  service.  Let  us  then 
strive  to  know  and  to  understand  each  other  better  so  that 
in  unity  and  sympathy  of  effort  we  may  be  able  the  better 
to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  GREAT  I  AM  so  far  as 
they  may  be  revealed  to  us." 

He  speaks  of  the  entertainment  accorded  by  him 
to  a  distinguished  visitor  from  Australia. 

He  paid  many  tributes  to  deceased  Companions 
quoting  Guest's  lines  which  cannot  be  too  well 
known: — 

"If  this  were  all  the  life  we'll  know, 

If  this  brief  space  of  breath 
Were  all  there  is  to  human  toil, 

If  death  were  really  death, 
And  never  should  the  soul  arise 

A  finer  world  to  see, 
How  foolish  would  our  struggles  seem, 

How  grim  the  earth  would  be. 
There  must  be  something  after  death, 

Behind  the  toil  of  man 
There  must  exist  a  God  Divine 

Who's  working  out  a  plan, 
And  this  brief  journey  that  we  know." 

He  is  not  optimistic  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
Royal  Craft,  saying: — 

"We  all  know  that  conducting  business  in  a  slip-shod 
manner,  and  the  conferring  of  degrees  with  long  and  tire- 
some waits  do  not  tend  to  add  interest,  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  lack  of  attendance  cannot  be  laid  at  the  doors  of 
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the   officers   for   most   of  them   are   doing  conscientious   and 
painstaking  work. 

"A  few  are  weak  in  the  office  of  Secretary.  Through  care- 
lessness, ignorance,  or  negligence  a  few  have  caused  some 
trouble  and  much  unnecessary  correspondence.  Fortunate 
indeed  is  that  Chapter  that  has  for  its  Secretary  a  Companion 
who  has  his  Chapter  at  heart  and  who  keeps  himself  well 
posted." 

As  to  the  edict  of  Pennsylvania  he  issued  his 
edict  to  Maine: — 

"Without  the  possession  of  such  Past  Master's  Degree, 
no  one  can  be  permitted  to  visit  or  to  affiliate  with  any  of 
our  Maine  Chapters." 

Schools  of  Instruction  have  been  held  throughout 
the  State. 

He  gives  this  admonitory  warning  to  constituent 
Chapters:  — 

"All  communications  from  the  Grand  Secretary's  office 
should  be  read  at  the  next  Convocation  of  the  Chapter  after 
their  receipt  and  so  noted  on  the  o~ecords." 

Grand  Secretary  Davis  reports  a  net  loss  in 
membership  of  136.  For  the  first  time  Maine  lost 
a  Chapter  because  of  the  lack  of  activity.  Member- 
ship, 17,838. 

Preparations  are  already  being  made  for  the 
next  General  Grand  Chapter  and  a  fund  for  ex- 
penses has  been  established. 

From  a  former  address  by  Past  Grand  Master, 
Grand  King  Greenleaf,  he  quotes: — 

"I  had  hoped  to  return  with  a  much  richer  harvest,  bear- 
ing many  sheaves;  but  there  is  promise  to  him  who  is  faith- 
ful over  a  few  things,  and  some  reward  if  he  bring  but  a 
single  wheat-head  home." 

Visitation  is  not  an  empty  function  in  Maine 
and  this  injunction  is  given  in  large  print:  — 

"It  is  the  duty  of  the  High  Priest  to  inform  the  Grand 
Officer  assigned  to  visit  his  Chapter  of  dates  on  which  an 
official  visitation  would  be  agreeable,  and  he  is  requested  to 
arrange  for  such  visit  at  as  early  a  date  as  may  be  mutually 
convenient." 

Marshall  E.  Sherwood,  of  Woodstock,  represents 
Maine. 
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Correspondence  Reviews  have  the  familiar  touch 
of  Comp.  Thomas  H.  Bodge. 

He  is  critical  of  a  decision  given  in  Alabama 
under  which  the  fees  paid  by  a  candidate  to  the 
High  Priest  instead  of  to  the  Secretary  were  re- 
ported as  not  having  been  properly  paid.  Why  was 
the  High  Priest  not  made  to  account  therefor? — 

"Considering  the  situation  of  the  candidate  when  he  paid 
the  fees  in  apparent  good  faith  and  presuming  the  confer- 
ring Chapter  acquiesced  in  what  he  did  I  certainly  think  he 
should  not  be  the  one  to  suffer." 

British  Columbia  and  Maine  both  lay  down  this 
law: — 

"We  again  emphasize  the  decision  of  Grand  Chapter  that 
'A  CHAPTER  SHOULD  NOT  BE  PERMITTED  TO  HOLD 
MEETINGS  AT  ANY  PLACE  OTHER  THAN  THAT 
NAMED  IN  ITS  WARRANT.'  " 

Canada  is  well  reviewed.  He  speaks  of  the  loss 
of  absentees  from  Grand  Chapter  as  follows : — 

"The  other  thirty-four  will  want  the  inspiration  that 
comes  from  being  in  personal  touch  with  the  enthusiastic 
directors  of  Capitular  interests. 

"He  advised  inter-visiting  between  Chapters  as  conducive 
to  encouragement  and  inspiration. " 

Grand  Z.  Dunstan's  address  is  lauded  deservedly 
and  especially  his  advice  on  intervisitations.  The  re- 
vision of  our  Ritual  is  featured.  We  glow  with 
pleasure  as  we  read  the  following: — 

"I  am  sure  you  all  recall  with  pleasure  the  delightful 
visit  we  had  from  Comp.  Ponton,  a  few  years  ago  and  the 
charm  of  his  utterances  is  continued  in  his  Capitular  Cor- 
respondence of  excerpt  and  comment." 

Under  England  we  read: — 

"The  little  'Minutes'  of  the  Quarterlies  show  new  lodges 
for  the  conferring  of  the  Mark  Degree  were  warranted  to 
be  located  at  different  points  but  happily  none  in  territory 
where  authority  is  claimed  by  a  Grand  Chapter  which  in- 
cludes the  Mark  Degree  in  its  work. 

"There  is  nothing  to  show  what  is  transpiring  other  than 
general  statements  of  a  good  condition." 

Florida  contains  this  comment  that  "ideals  are 
higher  than  attainments." 
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Under  Texas  in  reference  to  the  interchange  of 
courtesy  degrees  as  arranged  between  Chapters, 
Comp.  Bodge's  disapproving  comments  are  blunt 
and  sturdy:  — 

"That  makes  me  tired.  'Candidate  is  often  much  ac- 
commodated' is  too  often  the  only  way  you  can  get  him,  and 
if  one  of  the  Chapters  has  a  'double  number  of  candidates 
to  draw  from'  that  there  may  be  always  plenty  of  work 
the  other  Chapter  must  be  loafing  on  its  job." 

In  his  conclusion  Comp.  Bodge  reviews  the  work 
of  General  Grand  Chapter  and  adds  this: — 

"The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  thought  best  to  let 
the  two  Grand  Chapters  in  Queensland  settle  their  own  diffi- 
culties and  to  keep  out  of  the  New  Zealand-Scotland  dispute." 

MANITOBA. 

Robert  Hawkins,  M.  Ex.  Grand  Z. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Win- 
nipeg, February  1st,  1928. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Brownell,  who,  with  John  Parton 
and  other  outstanding  Masons  is  well  remembered 
by  this  Reviewer,  is  the  efficient  Scribe  E.  J.  Orvill 
Clark,  Grand  Z.,  of  Saskatchewan,  was  welcomed, 
and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Moulden  bore  the  greetings  of 
North  Dakota. 

The  Grand  Z.  in  his  address  trusted  that  "our 
meeting  together  will  remain  a  fragrant  and  happy 
memory  for  all  time."  He  did  not  forget  the  men 
of  old  time  who  laid  the  foundation. 

Under  his  tributes  to  the  dead  he  quotes  this 
verse : — 

"For  some  we  loved;  the  loveliest  and  the  best, 
That  from  his  vintage  rolling  time  hath  prest, 
Have  drunk  their  cup  a  round  or  two  before, 
And  one  by  one  crept  silently  to  rest." 

A  splendid  District  Convocation  was  held  in  the 
Masonic  Temple,  Winnipeg,  at  which  the  Earl  of 
Cassillis,  First  Grand  Principal  of  Scotland,  was 
present.     The  Grand  Z.  adds:  — 

"We    record    with    deep    appreciation     the     courtesy    and 
kindness   of  our  distinguished   visitor,   and   our  gratification 


88  APPENDIX 

of  the  honour  of  a  fraternal  visit  by  the  head  of  the  ancient 
and  honourable  body  of  Capitular  Masonry  of  Scotland." 

The  Grand  Z.  ruled  that  the  words  "at  any  time" 
literally  mean  at  any  time  and  that  an  emergent 
meeting  may  be  called  for  another  hour  on  the  day 
of  the  regular  meeting. 

Manitoba  is  making  fine  progress  in  the  face  of 
manifold  difficulties,  the  Grand  Z.  courageously 
rallying  thus:  — 

"During  these  earlier  years,  as  we  are  laying  foundations, 
there  must  of  necessity  be  more  than  the  usual  routine  work 
of  the  older  and  well  ordered  Grand  Chapters,  and  so  far,  I  re- 
cord with  satisfaction  the  unremitting  zeal,  loyal  support  and 
careful  attention  to  their  duties  of  all  who  have  been  called 
upon  to  assist  with  the  work. 

"In  addition  to  the  usual  reports  this  year,  there  will 
be  submitted  for  adoption  by  Grand  Chapter  a  new  Consti- 
tion. 

"These  things  shall  be!  A  loftier  race 

Then  e'er  the  world  hath  known  shall  rise, 
With  flame  of  freedom  in  their  souls, 
And  light  of  knowledge  in  their  eyes. 

"Nation  with  nation,  land  with  land, 
Unarmed  shall  live  as  comrades  free; 
In  every  heart  and  brain  shall  throb 
The  pulse  of  one  fraternity." 

Communications  were  acknowledged  from  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  Dunstan  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T. 
Smith. 

The  reports  of  the  three  Grand  Superintendents 
are  informative  and  satisfying. 

Comp.  James  Mcintosh  presents  a  unique  report 
on  the  Fraternal  Dead.  We  quote  as  illustrating 
his  original  style: — 

"If  God  is  the  Everlasting  Father  then  man  is  his  Ever- 
lasting Child. 

"Nothing  can  save  us  from  the  bondage  but  faith  in  the 
immortal  life  to  come. 

"  'If  I  had  strength  to  hold  a  pen,'  said  the  great  William 
Hunter  on  his  death  bed.  'I  would  write  how  easy  and 
pleasant  a  thing  it  is  to  die.'  Dr.  Sir  Henry  Halford  says 
one  does  not  need  to  be  afraid  to  think  about  death.  Usually 
it  is  easier  in  many  ways  than  birth.  People  'Slip  away.' 
As  they  say  in  Scotland  'Jamie  has  got  away,'  or  'The  Mis- 
tress has  got  through.'  " 
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Canada's  Grand  Representative  answered  roll  call. 

Comp.  John  Parton  presents  an  excellent  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  is  a  master  of  con- 
centration. 

Under  Alberta  we  read:  — 

"The  ruling  that  a  Mark  Master  Mason  receiving  that 
Degree  in  a  M.M.M.  Lodge  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  Craft 
Lodge  is  not  entitled  to  sit  in  a  M.M.M.  Lodge  in  Alberta, 
the  M.M.M.  Degree  in  that  Jurisdiction  being  under  the 
government  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  Now  we  know  we 
have  a  similar  ruling  here,  but  to  this  scribe  it  seems  that 
the  point  is  not  the  form  of  government  controlling  the  de- 
gree, but  whether  the  degree  has  been  regularly  conferred; 
and  if  it  has,  why  put  any  restrictions  on  visitations?  If  a 
brother  has   regularly   received   a   degree,   why   give   it   him 


Canada  is  well  reviewed.  He  says  that  we  were 
honoured  in  the  honouring  of  a  very  large  number 
of  distinguished  guests  and  pays  tribute  to  Grand 
Z.  Dunstan's  splendid  address.  He  refers  to  the  re- 
ception accorded  them  by  the  Speaker  and  distin- 
guished members  of  the  House  of  Commons  at 
Ottawa.    Of  the  new  Ritual  he  says: — 

"We  feel  quite  sure  that  the  errors  and  incoherencies  of 
the  old  ritual  have  been  eliminated,  and  the  work  beautified 
as  well  as  stabilized.  We  hope  to  have  the  opportunity  at 
some  early  date  to  witness  a  degree  in  the  new  form. 

"The  report  on  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  shows 
that  the  Committee  have  taken  their  task  with  all  serious- 


He  generously  speaks  of  our  Review,  saying : — 

"Even  if  we  were  allowed  this  space,  we  doubt  whether 
we  would  have  the  industry  and  energy  to  fill  it,  and  we  are 
afraid  the  funds  of  our  very  young  Grand  Chapter  would 
hardly  stand  the  cost  of  printing.  But  there  is  one  thing 
certain,  and  that  is,  Comp.  Ponton  has  not  written  a  word 
too  much,  and  we  are  reminded  of  the  real  meaning  in  Mrs. 
Malaprop's  mind  when  she  said  'there  is  not  a  superstitious 
article  in  it.'  " 

Speaking  of  the  worry  of  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia at  the  loss  of  members,  he  says : — 

"We  have  little  need  to  worry,  for  we  are  getting  down  to 
'terra  firma'  again  and  progress  may  be  slower,  but  more 
stable  and  with  a  firmer  foundation." 
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Under  Iowa  he  again  takes  up  the  universal 
topic: — 

"He  very  properly  makes  the  conclusion  that  lack  of  in- 
terest in  a  Chapter  commences  with  lack  of  interest  on  the 
part  of  its  officers  and  shows  this  by  a  survey  of  the  Chapters 
in  his  State." 

As  to  dependent  membership  he  suggests  under 
Maryland:  — 

"Why  not  have  a  form  of  declaration  of  good  standing 
in  the  'Blue'  drawn  up,  to  be  signed  by  each  member  and 
sent  in  when  paying  his  annual  dues?" 

Missouri  gives  him  this  comment  on  another 
widely  discussed  subject: — 

"In  commenting  on  the  ruling  with  regard  to  Mark 
Master  Masons  from  Jurisdictions  where  that  Degree  is  not 
under  Chapter  Jurisdiction,  he  says : 

"  'Not  being  familiar  with  the  intricacies  of  this  problem, 
which  we  probably  have  not  stated  correctly,  we  fall  back 
on  the  subterfuge  mentioned  by  Gratiano  and  hope  'to  be  re- 
puted wise  for  saying  nothing.'  " 

Here  is  something  from  chivalrous  Tennessee: — 

"The  use  of  what  the  Grand  High  Priest  calls  'harnessed 
lightning'  in  one  of  the  degrees  resulted  in  the  following  new 
By-law  being  adopted: 

"The  use  of  electricity,  except  for  lighting  and  operating 
purposes,  in  conferring  the  degrees  in  this  Jurisdiction,  or 
the  indulging  in  acts  calculated  to  produce  a  spirit  of  frivolity 
in  the  Chapter  Room,  is  forbidden." 

MARK  MASTER  MASONS,  ENGLAND  AND 
WALES. 

H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  M.W.  Grand 
Master. 

Colonel  The  Earl  of  Stradbroke,  Pro  Grand 
Master. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Aldenham,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Very  Rev.  John  Studholme  Brownrigg, 
acting  Grand  Master. 

V.W.  Major  Thomas  Gabriel  Lumley  Lumley- 
Smith,  D.S.O.,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  first  meeting  recorded  was  held  6th  Septem- 
ber, 1927,  at  which  were  present  many  well  known 
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men  such  as  Colville  Smith,  Sir  Alfred  Bobbins,  and 
W.  J.  Songhurst. 

The  report  of  the  General  Board  was  taken  as 
read  and  adopted. 

Several  benevolent  grants  were  made  and  con- 
tributions in  various  sums  from  £100  to  £25,  a  large 
total. 

Sir  Alfred  Robbins  was  welcomed  back  from 
South  America  and  his  reception  in  the  Argentine 
Republic  was  especially  noted. 

Charity  Jewels  were  presented  to  the  Stewards 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Festival. 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  6th  De- 
cember, 1927,  the  Earl  of  Stradbroke  on  the  throne. 

A  tribute  was  paid  to  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Con- 
naught  and  the  prayer  uttered  that  strength  would 
be  continuously  granted  to  carry  out  the  important 
duties  which  he  is  now  performing  with  such 
marked  advantage  to  this  Grand  Lodge  over  which 
he  has  presided  continuously  for  over  25  years. 

A  Lodge  at  Allahabad,  India,  and  one  in 
Lancashire  were  granted  Commemorative  Jewels  on 
completion  of  their  fiftieth  year. 

Prizes  were  awarded  in  the  different  Masonic 
Schools  for  diligence  and  progress. 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  6th  March, 
1928,  Viscount  Lascelles,  Grand  Senior  Warden, 
was  present  and  the  venerable  scholar  and  Mason, 
Sir  Frederick  Pollock  was  among  the  Past  Grand 
Wardens  present. 

V.W.  Lt.-Colonel  Croften  Edward  Pym  Sankey, 
D.S.O.,  bearing  names  all  familiar  to  this  Reviewer, 
was  present  with  many  other  Grand  Officers. 

The  Duke  of  Connaught  was  duly  proclaimed 
as:  — 

"Most  Worshipful  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Colonies 
and  Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown,  whom  may  the 
Great  Overseer  of  the  Universe  long  preserve." 

During  the  Quarter  753  Mark  certificates  and 
173  Royal  Ark  Mariner  certificates  had  been  issued. 
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Oxford  and  Cambridge  University  Lodge  was 
transferred  to  Middlesex. 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  5th  June, 
1928,  and  among  those  present  we  note  the  well 
known  name  of  R.W.  Bro.  Arthur  Cecil  Powell,  for 
Bristol. 

Lord  Stradbroke  was  absent  on  Government  duty 
in  Denmark. 

The  President  of  the  General  Board  is  R.W.  Bro. 
Lt.-Colonel  J.  M.  Wingneld. 

Warrants  were  granted  to  10  new  Lodges,  among 
them  such  names  as  "Erasmus  Darwin,"  "Golden 
Square/'  and  "Christopher  Wren." 

Permission  was  granted  to  Friendship,  Unani- 
mity and  Philanthropic  Lodge  to  be  known  in  future 
as  the  "William  Long"  Lodge.  Rather  too  sesqui- 
pedalian a  title  for  a  Lodge  we  suppose,  though  the 
name  is  still  Long. 

Among  the  recipients  of  past  rank  was: — 

"Cursetjee  Heerjeebhoy  Manackjee  Rustomjee  (Hong 
Kong  &  S.  China)." 

Colonel  Hamilton  Wedderburn  was  elected  to 
the  General  Board. 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  4th  Septem- 
ber, 1928,  Lord  Aldenham,  D.G.M.,  on  the  throne. 

610  Mark  certificates  were  issued. 

A  new  D.G.M.  for  the  Punjab  was  appointed. 

The  title  of  Grand  Lodge  was  confirmed  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"This  body  is  styled  'The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  Dominions  and  De- 
pendencies of  the  British  Crown.'  " 

The  Grand  Registrar  said: — 

"I  should  like  to  point  out  that  the  proposed  change  is 
merely  a  verbal  alteration,  and  does  not  in  any  way  purport 
to  alter  the  constitution  of  Grand  Lodge.  The  reason  why 
the  General  Board  thinks  it  advisable  that  this  alteration 
should  be  made  is  that  while  the  word  'Dependencies'  clearly 
covers  colonies,  there  is  some  doubt  whether  it  also  covers 
Dominions.  It  would  make  the  title  too  cumbersome  if  we 
retained  the  word  'Colonies,'  and  made  it  read  'the  Domin- 
ions, Colonies  and  Dependencies,'  and  therefore  the  alteration 
recommended  is  as  suggested  in  this  motion.     It  means,  of 
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course,  no  disrespect  to  any  Colony;  I  am  sure  they  all  under- 
stand that." 

The  Earl  of  Derby  was  reappointed  P.G.M.  for 
Lancashire. 


MARYLAND. 

Warren  Stitt  Seipp,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Annual  Con- 
vocation was  held  in  Baltimore,  December  13th, 
1927.  Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  honoured 
and  being  honoured  in  their  presence. 

A  telegram  from  Maryland's  new  Grand  Rep- 
resentative, Frank  K.  Ebbitt,  that  staunch  and 
loyal  Mason  of  Iroquois  Falls,  is  published  in  full. 
He  begins  well  and  will  continue:  — 

"Very  sincere  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  now  assembled,  and 
my  hope  that  the  Royal  Craft  in  Maryland  will  continue 
her  excellent  record.  Please  accept  for  yourself,  and  convey 
to  the  new  Grand  Officers,  my  greetings  for  a  happy  and 
prosperous  New  Year." 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  worthy 
of  and  bespeaks  the  experienced  Grand  Lecturer. 
A  few  extracts  must  suffice : — 

"The  quality  and  quantity  of  grist  that  is  ours  because  of 
the  season's  grinding,  should  be  carefully  sorted  and  graded 
that  it  may  be  placed  where  it  will  be  of  most  service  to 
our  beloved  Fraternity.  Is  it  not  strange,  that  of  all  the 
material  that  passes  through  the  degree-mill,  there  should 
be  such  a  variety  of  products? 

"Others  who  pass  the  grinding  stones  of  the  degree-mill 
seem  to  absorb  the  very  life  and  fibre  of  the  tenets  of  our 
profession;  these  spend  their  time  in  doing  good  to  others, 
feeding  the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked  and  binding  up  the 
wounds  of  the  afflicted;  their  very  presence  radiates  peace, 
and  joy,  and  comfort,  to  those  with  whom  they  come  in 
contact. 

"If  we  would  gain  the  ascendency  we  crave  for  our 
Fraternity,  and  ourselves,  we  must  at  least  be  willing  to 
bear  our  share  of  the  burden.  Burden  did  I  say?  That 
which  is  inspired  by  love  and  continued  by  faith  is  not  work, 
but  pleasure,  and  the  real  joy  of  life  is  only  acquired  by 
service  to  each  other — such  is  the  moral  law  and  the  religion 
of  Freemasonry." 
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He  kept  in  personal  touch  with  the  Grand  Re- 
presentatives of  other  Grand  Chapters  and  received 
replies  from  all.     In  his  conclusion  he  says: — 

"The  value  of  a  law  and  its  effect  upon  humanity  will  de- 
pend entirely  upon  its  quality  and  the  rigidity  with  which  it 
is  enforced.'' 

Membership,  9,080.     Net  increase,  147. 

The  announcement  was  made  that  Rev.  Henry 
Branch  had  resigned  his  position  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Correspondence. 

A  full  nominal  roll  of  all  the  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons of  Maryland  is  printed. 

Canada  is  represented  by  George  I.  Daneker,  of 
Baltimore. 

The  Correspondence  Review  is  by  a  Committee 
composed  of  eight  members.  Canada  falls  to  the 
lot  of  L.  Dorsey  Gassaway. 

Under  Arizona  we  read: — 

"The  Royal  Craft  in  Arizona  must  be  well  informed, 
since  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  not  called  on  to  render  any 
decisions." 

Canada  is  briefly  but  sympathetically  reviewed. 
He  quotes  the  worthy  closing  of  Comp.  Dunstan's 
address  saying  with  full  measure  of  praise: — 

"These  are  noble  words  and  could  well  be  embodied  in 
the  address  or  report  of  every  Grand  High  Priest;  and  taken 
to  heart  by  every  Companion  of  the  Royal  Craft." 

Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  on  the  Condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  is  liberally  cited. 

Under  District  of  Columbia  we  read  a  truth  that 
is  not  always  self  evident: — 

"If  he  is  enthusiastic  and  efficient,  so  will  be  his  Com- 
panions and  his  Chapter.  If  he  is  indifferent,  this  attitude 
is  quickly  communicated  to  his  members.  The  very  at- 
mosphere of  the  Chapter  chamber  reflects  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  presiding  officer." 

Under  England  he  makes  this  condensed  report : — 

"A  Scotch  Master  Mason  must  take  both  the  Mark  and 
the  Most  Excellent  Master  Degrees  before  he  can  be  exalted 
in  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  Degree,  while  in  Ireland  he  need 
take  only  the  Mark  Degree." 
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Just  two  extracts  from  Iowa  Review:  — 

"The  complaint  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  that  the 
Chapters  do  not  show  sufficient  interest  in  the  schools  of  in- 
struction is  also  a  general  one  and  proves  that  the  second 
reason  still  holds  good,  as  officers  who  do  not  manifest  suffi- 
cient interest  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  Ritual,  will  never 
impress  those  to  whom  they  attempt  to  expound  it. 

"Zeal  unaccompanied  by  a  sense  of  propriety  frequently 
leads  to  embarrassment." 

Most  of  the  Proceedings  of  other  Grand  Juris- 
dictions are  simply  noted  without  comment  in  space 
of  a  half  page  each. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Harry  G.  Pollard,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  thoughful  features  of  Comp.  Pollard  adorn 
the  Proceedings. 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held,  March  8th, 
1927.  The  usual  routine  business  was  done  and  a 
tribute  to  the  late  John  Albert  Blake  thus  con- 
cludes:— 

"To  enumerate  his  many  virtues  is  impossible,  they  must 
be  epitomized  in  the  few  truthful  words,  'He  was  a  man.' 
"The  good  deeds  left  behind  him 
Will  form  a  chain  to  bind  him 

To  us  who  linger  here; 
And  oh!  the  love  of  knowing 
The  good  he's  sown  is  growing 
And  the  harvest  from  his  sowing 
Will  increase  with  each  year." 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held,  June  7th, 
1927,  with  a  full  attendance. 

Memorial  to  distinguished  Companions  gone,  in- 
cluding M.  Ex.  Comp.  Holton,  are  preceded  by  this 
ceremony :  — 

"The  following  Memorials  were  read  and  at  their  con- 
clusion the  Companions  stood  in  reverent  silence  as  an  ex- 
pression of  sincere  regard  for  the  Companions  whose  earthly 
services  have  ended. 

"After  a  brief  illness  of  two  days,  M.E.  Eugene  A.  Holton, 
your  friend  and  ours,  was  called  home. 

"As  each  generation  is  an  inheritor  of  and  debtor  to  the 
past,  so  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  succeeding  generation   to 
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make  its  contribution  in  order  that  the  world  may  be  a  little 
better  for  those  who  follow  after. 

"Brother  Holton  did  make  his  contribution  and  we  are  all 
the  richer  because  of  it." 

Then  followed  a  rather  extraordinary  address 
by  Comp.  Rev.  H.  E.  Hurd,  on  "Building  The 
Temple."  He  describes  Solomon  as  being  made  of 
marble  and  mud.  He  is  in  some  respects  rather 
an  image  breaker  as  may  be  gathered  from  a  few 
extracts  which  we  make  from  his  address: — 

"The  Temple  of  Ezekiel  (24:4)  which  he  saw  on  the  banks 
of  the  Chebar  was  as  'symmetrical  as  imagination'  and  'un- 
hampered by  fact.'  What  has  really  happened  is  the  read- 
ing back  into  the  primitive  Temple  of  Solomon  the  more 
elaborate  Temple  of  Zerubbabel,  dedicated  seventy  years 
after  the  burning  of  Solomon's  Temple,  and  the  Temple  of 
Herod,  with  its  double  courts  and  priestly  cells. 

"The  children  of  Israel  have  never  been  sailors  or  archi- 
tects. 

"The  Masons  were  Dionysiac  Artificers,  who  had  come 
from  Ionian  Greece  and  were  a  corporation  of  architects 
and  engineers,  with  secret  rites  and  a  drama  of  resurrection. 
They  made  themselves  known  by  certain  signs  and  tokens. 

"The  plinths  and  entire  column  towered  thirty-five  feet. 
Recall  that  these  symbols  of  stability  and  strength  may 
have  represented  the  entrance  to  the  then  known  world, 
Gibraltar  and  Ceuta  guarding  the  Mediterranean  Sea  with 
their  giant  Pillars  of  Hercules.  The  globes  may  have  repre- 
sented Eggs,  as  only  a  few  thinkers  like  Plato  conceived 
the  world  to  be  round.  The  egg  was  a  symbol  of  the  Uni- 
versal Mother  in  the  ancient  world.  The  Lily-Work  symbol- 
ized peace,  as  does  the  palm-branch  to-day.  The  Lattice- 
Work  symbolized  unity. 

"They' were  the  only  sculptured  likeness  of  a  living  thing 
within  the  Temple  and  violated  the  Law  of  Moses.  The 
Holy  of  Holies  was  thirty  feet  square,  half  the  size  of  the 
Holy  Place. 

"My  Brothers,  that  brought  about  Solomon's  downfall. 
Spiritual  power  gave  way  to  folly.  He  winked  at  the  false 
gods  of  his  foreign  wives.  He  left  a  disrupted  empire,  honey- 
combed by  wild  expenditures." 

Quarterly  Convocation  was  held  September  13th, 
1927,  with  well  known  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
always  faithful  in  attendance,  Comee,  Prince, 
Valkenburgh  and  Chipman. 

Many  memorials  were  read  and  then  Comp. 
Morse  pictured  for  Grand  Chapter,  an  11  months 
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hunting  trip  through  British  East  Africa  in  which 
he  was  accompanied  by  125  gun  carriers  and  inter- 
preters. 

The  Annual  Convocation  was  held  December 
13th,  1927,  in  Boston  with  a  large  attendance. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  immediately  proceeded  to 
an  exemplification  of  the  Capitular  Degrees,  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree  taking  just  one  hour  and  fifty- 
one  minutes. 

Massachusetts  is  distinguished  for  its  hospi- 
tality and  on  this  occasion  entertained  New  Jersey, 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Vermont,  Ohio,  and  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  in  addition  to  Grand  Lodge 
Officers. 

From  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  we  make 
these  selections:  — 

"Not  in  hosts  of  formidable  armies  went  our  ancient 
brethren  to  the  designated  places  of  labour,  worship  and 
praise,  but  quietly,  yet  with  firm  and  steady  tread  wended 
they  their  way,  and  when  assembling  the  few  or  the  many  be- 
ing inspired  with  brotherly  love  and  devotional  ardor,  they 
enjoyed  alike  the  heavsnly  vow  that  when  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  His  name  He  would  be  with  them  and 
bless  them ;  thus  to  have  met  and  thus  to  be  filled  with  loving 
kindness  and  reverential  awe  is  our  glorious  privilege  this 
evening,  and  consequently  happy  reward. 

"It  is  not  death  to  die: 

To  leave  this  weary  road, 
And  'midst  the  brotherhood  on  high 
To  be  at  home  with  God." 

After  the  tribute  to  the  dead,  we  read: — 

"(At  this  point  the  Companions  with  bowed  heads  listened 
to  the  soft  strains  of  'The  Vacant  Chair'  from  the  organ)." 

Membership,  41,844.  Net  loss,  16.  A  loss  in 
a  great  Jurisdiction  like  Massachusetts  seems  like 
a  tragedy. 

Of  the  reception  to  the  Representative  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  in  New  York  this  is  said:  — 

"Our  Grand  Scribe  also  emphasized  that  M.E.  Companion 
Russell  handled  his  meeting  in  very  fine  shape.  He  lacked 
neither  word  nor  ability  and  his  method  of  receiving  visitors 
certainly  saved  an  enormous  amount  of  time  and  'red  tape.'  " 
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Under  General  Grand  Chapter  the  Grand  High 
Priest  describes  his  renewing  touch  with  Scotland 
thus: — 

"We  were  privileged  to  assist  in  his  entertainment  at  a 
luncheon  at  the  Copley-Plaza.  The  renewing  of  his  acquaint- 
ance and  that  of  his  charming  lady,  the  Countess  Cassillis, 
was  greatly  enjoyed." 

And  of  the  general  good  resulting  he  says: — 

"I  am  very  happy  to  report  that  the  friendly  relations 
existing  between  the  several  Grand  Chapters  still  continue 
and  the  meeting  in  contact  with  the  representatives  of  our 
sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  from  the  north,  east,  south  and 
west  of  these  United  States  will  always  be  a  pleasant  memory 
of  that  Triennial." 

He  thus  concludes  in  touching  words: — 

"Dear  Companions,  ours  is  the  present.  We  know  not 
what  shall  be  on  the  morrow.  The  present  has  duties  for 
us.  The  future  is  shrouded  in  mystery,  but  we  shall  pierce 
the  veil  as  thousands  have  done  before  us. 

"Be  it  ours,  Companions,  then  to  hear 
This  mandate  from  the  Great  O'erseer: 
'Your  work  is  found  both  true  and  square, 
Pass  on.J  " 

The  new  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Cushing,  was 
installed  by  our  old  friend,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Curtis 
Chipman. 

Lorenzo  L.  Green  represents  Canada  and  Mas- 
sachusetts is  represented  by  D.  H.  Mcintosh,  of 
Carleton  Place. 

Frederick  T.  Comee,  Grand  Secretary,  also 
writes  an  able  review. 

Under  Alberta  he  says: — 

"Weak,  inactive  Chapters  are  a  nuisance  to  a  Grand 
Chapter." 

This  from  Arizona: — 

"(The  Commonwealth  of  Massachetts  has  a  law  that  re- 
quires a  certain  treatment  of  the  eyes  of  every  newly  born 
child  which  I  am  told  has  produced  good  results.  Should  not 
a  similar  law  be  in  every  State)?" 

A  universally  discussed  subject  and  issue 
throughout  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  is  thus  referred 
to  under  British  Columbia: — 
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"One  of  them  I  would  strongly  advocate  for  serious  con- 
sideration and  adoption  in  our  Chapters:  'The  development 
to  a  greater  extent  of  the  social  activities  of  the  Chapters/ 

Under  existing  conditions,  with  the  many  outside  social  at- 
tractions, I  feel  that  more  sociability,  more  real  companion- 
ship and  intimacy  among  the  members,  would  be  of  great 
assistance  in  securing  an  increased  attendance  at  convoca- 
tions and  a  personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter." 

Comp.  Dunstan's  Ottawa  address  evidently  im- 
pressed him  and  he  says: — 

"I  wish  the  excellent  'Recommendations'  in  and  the  'Con- 
clusion' of  the  address  of  the  Grand  Z.  could  be  read  by 
every  Royal  Arch  Mason.  They  are  worthy  of  careful  con- 
sideration in  every  Chapter  without  regard  to  its  location." 

The  rest  of  his  review  we  quote  in  full: — 

"Twelve  pages  are  devoted  to  the  fine  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Capitular  Masonry,  Companion  Gardiner,  Chair- 
man. It  contains  many  excellent  suggestions  which  apply 
with  equal  force  to  all  Jurisdictions  and  which  I  wish  could 
be  read  in  every  Chapter  in  Massachusetts. 

"The  'Capitular  Correspondence  and  Review  of  Sister 
Jurisdictions'  by  Comp.  Ponton,  is  all  that  its  title  indicates 
and  contains  much  excellent  reading  and  many  well  chosen 
selections.  I  wish  every  Companion  could  have  a  copy  of  it. 
Should  I  commence  to  excerpt  from  it  I  would  not  know 
where  to  stop,  therefore  I  will  give  you  only  the  closing  lines 
of  his  'Afterword'  and  advise  you  to  come  to  my  office  and 
ask  to  see  the  Proceedings  of  Canada  for  1927." 

The  address  of  Comp.  Crane,  on  "The  Three 
Ruffians"  draws  this  comment  from  Kentucky: — 

"Hiram  drew  no  designs  that  day  on  the  Trestle  Board, 
as  was  his  custom.  Why?  The  answer  is  obvious.  In  his 
death  which  was  about  to  take  place,  the  spiritual  temple 
was  completed.  His  death  provided  the  cape  stone.  Re- 
member, too,  the  agreement  of  the  three  that  the  word  should 
not  be  communicated  until  after  the  completion  of  the  Temple 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  three.  What  Temple?  The 
Spiritual  Temple,  of  course.  The  whole  symbolism  of  the 
Drama  points  unquestionably  to  this  solution.  The  Drama  is 
a  symbolical  representation  of  the  Plan  of  Salvation.  If  it 
be  not  that,  we  can  find  no  interpretation  of  it,  or  of  what 
the  originators  of  the  degree  intended  thereby  to  teach. 
Read  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  and  we  think  much  light 
will  be  shed  on  it." 

Again  under  Oregon  he  returns  to  an  all  impor- 
tant topic: — 
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"Apparently  our  Masonic  opinions  very  closely  agree. 

"In  his  'Introduction/  after  referring  to  the  number  of 
societies  composed  entirely  of  Masons  or  depending  on  Ma- 
sonic bodies,  and  diverting  the  interest  of  many  Masons  from 
those  bodies,  he  says: 

"  'Like  leeches  fastened  upon  the  body  weaken  it  by 
drawing  from  it  the  most  vital  part,  so  these  Fraternal 
Leeches  weaken  our  Masonic  Bodies  by  drawing  upon  our 
membership  and  diverting  the  attention  of  those  who  join 
them  from  any  study  or  consideration  of  the  principles  of 
Masonry.'  " 

Virgina  touches  his  sense  of  humor: — 

"We  always  look  for  perfect  English  from  Massachusetts 
but  were  somewhat  puzzled  by  the  sentence  referred  to. 

"I  freely  admit  the  criticism  to  be  correct  and  my  little 
'sense  of  humor'  permits  me  to  enjoy  a  reference  to  my  own 
failures  much  more  than  to  those  of  my  Companions,  and 
calling  attention  to  them  always  results  in  a  unamimous 
vote  of  thanks." 

This  from  Wyoming's  Review: — 

"He  was  asked  if  the  petition  for  the  degrees  from  a 
Master  Mason  who  had  'no  little  finger  on  his  right  hand' 
could  be  accepted  by  a  Chapter  and  his  answer  was  'No.' 
which  is  not  in  harmony  with  my  conception  of  the  true 
spirit  of  Masonry  at  the  present  time,  and  I  doubt  that  even 
in  the  day  of  strictly  Operative  Masonry  so  small  a  physical 
imperfection  would  have  prevented  a  worthy  man  from  being 
made  a  Mason.  The  report  was  adopted  'after  considerable 
discussion,'  which  indicates  that  some  Wyoming  Companions 
may  agree  with  me  in  failing  to  recognize  brotherhood  and 
justice  in  such  a  law." 

His  conclusion  contains  the  history  of  High 
Priesthood  in  Massachusetts,  the  first  Convention  of 
which  was  held  in  Boston  in  1826:  — 

"The  Order  was  conferred  in  Chapters  or  otherwise  be- 
fore 1826,  but  I  know  of  no  regular  organization  of  a  Con- 
vention of  High  Priesthood  before  that  year." 

MICHIGAN. 

Stanley  A.  Farnum,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Eightieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Battle  Creek,  May  16-17th,  1928.  The  opening  is 
thus  described:  — 

"After  purging  Grand  Chapter  and  before  completing 
the  opening  ceremonies,  the  distinguished    guests    were    re- 
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ceived  that  they  might  be  able  to  witness  the  full  ceremonial 
of  opening  Grand  Chapter,  and  in  which  Michigan  Grand 
Officers  take  special  pride." 

Among  the  distinguished  guests  present  were 
our  own  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith  and  his  staff 
consisting  of  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and 
Oliver  Ellwood,  Chairman  of  Audit  and  Finance. 
They  were  mtrduced  by  our  Grand  Representative, 
Charles  A.  Conover. 

The  Dean  of  all  Grand  High  Priests,  Lou  B. 
Winsor,  intrduced  his  veteran  Companions,  fifteen 
in  number,  and  they  were,  received  with  all  the 
honours. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  satis- 
fying.    In  his  introduction  he  said:  — 

"Blessed  with  health  and  clothed  with  the  habiliments  of 
brotherly  love  and  peace  you  are  eminently  fitted  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  assigned  to  you  by  those  who  have  chosen 
you  to  represent  them,  your  task  is  a  pleasant  one." 

He  reported  with  regret  the  loss  by  death  of 
640  Companions  who  had  passed  to  their  last  long 
sleep  during  the  year. 

He  gave  his  assent  to  Alma  Chapter  publishing 
a  monthly  bulletin  called  the  "Masonic  Broadcaster," 
in  order  to  secure  favourable  postal  rates. 

Camp  Rademaker  and  its  good  work  in  the  fine 
Administration  Building  now  provided,  receives  his 
warm  commendation  and  he  recommended  an  ap- 
propriation of  $2,000.  This  Camp  is  opened  to  all 
Master  Masons'  sons  as  well  as  all  DeMolay  Boys. 

The  report  of  Grand  Secretary  Conover  is,  as 
usual,  clear  and  interesting: — 

"I  pass  a  very  interesting  period  of  my  life,  for  I  now- 
complete  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  your  service  as  its  Grand 
Secretary.  Previous  to  that  my  father  had  served  you  in 
the  same  capacity  for  ten  years  and  during  that  period  I 
had  served  as  his  assistant,  so  that  this  completes  thiry-five 
years  of  capitular  service." 

He  says  that  of  all  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  the  world  who  were  in  office 
when  he  was  first  installed,  only  five  are  left. 
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He  donbts  if  the  new  rates  on  a  collective  bond 
make  little  if  any  saving. 

Membership,  47,132.     Net  loss,  288. 

From  the  Grand  Lecturer's  report  we  take  this 
sentence: — 

"The  visits  to  the  Chapters  this  year  have  been  somewhat 
strenuous,  owing  to  the  fact  that  after  the  Chapter  was 
closed,  I  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  of  one  hour  and  thirty 
minutes  on  the  wonderful  trip  it  was  my  pleasure  to  take 
one  year  ago  through  Syria,  Egypt  and  the  Holy  Land, 
using  nearly  one  hundred  lantern  slides." 

The  Committee  on  Obituaries  made  a  touching 
reference  to  those  who  have  gone  within  the  Veil : — 

"That  experience  which  must  inevitably  come  to  us.  We 
are  too  busy  with  the  affairs  of  life  to  sense  the  approach 
of  death. 

"Strange  is  it  not?  that  of  the  myraids  who 
Before  us  passed  the  door  of  darkness  thru, 
Not  one  returns  to  tell  us  of  the  Road, 
Which  to  discover,  we  must  travel  too. 

At  the  Grand  High  Priest's  council,  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Andrus,  of  Illinois,  was  welcomed. 

George  King  Phillips  well  known  to  us  in  Can- 
ada, is  President. 

"A  number  of  honoured  visitors  were  present  from  our 
sister  Jurisdictions  and  the  Grand  Council  was  favoured  with 
a  short  speech  by  and  expressions  of  felicitations  from  M.E. 
Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  Grand  Z.  of  Canada. 

Grand  Scribe  Henry  T.  Smith  is  proud  to  be 
the  Grand  Representative  of  Michigan. 

The  annual  Capitular  Review  is  in  the  capable 
and  friendly  hands  of  Henry  L.  Isor,  who  in  his 
Foreword  says: — 

"In  carrying  on  this  work,  the  writer  had  endeavored  to 
present  to  the  Companions  of  Michigan  matters  that  will 
not  only  create  general  interest,  but  will  also  tend  to  give  an 
insight  to  the  transactions,  forms  and  customs  of  sister  Juris- 
dictions. We  know  that  the  Companions  are  interested  in 
the  Capitular  World,  and  there  is  the  hope  that  the  personally 
conducted  tour  through  the  medium  of  this  review  will  bring 
to  the  mind's  eye  a  contact  that  will  make  us  all  feel  a 
little  better  acquainted  and  closer  to  each  other. 
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"May  you  observe  and  preserve  everything  worthy  of 
note,  and  in  order  to  do  this  we  earnestly  suggest  that  you 
make  the  whole  journey." 

His  Alabama  review  is  full  of  meat  for  thought 
and  we  cannot  do  better  than  reproduce  part  of  it 
for  our  readers:  — 

"With  our  swords  by  our  sides  we  should  fight  for  the 
truth  against  the  false;  the  good  against  the  evil;  the  weak 
against  the  strong;  with  the  crowTbar  we  should  demolish 
the  stronghold  of  pride,  prejudice,  ignorance  and  supersti- 
tion. 

"We  should  every  day  endeavor  to  add  a  white  and  per- 
fect stone  to  the  walls  of  the  new  Temple  to  which  I  have 
referred,  which  is  slowly  and  surely  rising  finally  to  embrace 
and  hold  within  its  ample  courts  all  peoples,  all  nations  and 
all  languages. 

"Have  we  not  lost  in  a  great  measure,  the  real  spirit  of 
Masonry,  and  clothed  ourselves  only  with  the  outer  garments 
of  ritualism?  If  so,  we  should  ever  bear  in  mind  'that  the 
letter  killeth,  but  the  concealed  interpretation  giveth  life.' 
What  the  harvest  will  be  remains  for  us  to  determine. 

"He  allowed  four  Chapters  to  receive  and  ballot  on  ap- 
plications at  one  and  the  same  Convocation.  He  said:  'Be- 
lieving in  each  instance  that  it  was  for  the  good  of  the 
Royal  Craft.'  How  shocking  this  will  be  to  some  fraternal 
correspondents.  Michigan  is  accused  of  doing  the  same 
thing." 

He  thus  introduces  Alberta: — 

"How  vividly  the  veil  of  the  imaginary  line  is  drawn  aside 
as  we  journey  into  foreign  Jurisdictions,  and  with  the  pro- 
ceedings before  us  we  are  imbued  with  the  true  meaning  and 
spirit  as  expressed  by  Comp.  Ironside  in  extending  greetings 
to  those  assembled." 

Under  British  Columbia  he  says:  — 

"Strict  analysis  in  many  instances  would  show  up  a 
Packard  appetite  on  a  flivver  income,  with  obligations  to 
more  than  one  worthy  cause  a  minus  consideration." 

Under  California  he  says  "old  man  N.P.D.  hit 
California  a  wallop  this  past  year." 

Canada  is  reviewed  at  length  and  with  the  ap- 
preciative hand  of  a  good  neighbor.  Thus  he  be- 
gins:— 

"Fairly  permeating  with  optimism,  and  fully  substantiated 
by  the  splendid  reports  rendered  for  the  past  year,  it  seems 
singularly  apropos  that  any  prefatory  words  regarding  our 
sister  Grand  Jurisdiction  to  the  east  should  be  in  the  nature 
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of  congratulations,  and  hearty.  It  has  been  decidedly  re- 
freshing to  review  the  proceedings  before  us,  which,  in  truth, 
instil  renewed  interest  and  hopes  in  contrast  with  so  many 
Grand  Jurisdictions  where  the  gods  of  fortune  have  not  been 
so  kind  in  this,  the  readjustment  period. 

"Michigan  Companions  will  thoroughly  enjoy  and  appre- 
ciate the  tribute  to  Comp.  Dunstan,  as  upon  his  two  visita- 
tions into  our  midst  he  has  truly  endeared  himself  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  many  who  have  come  to  regard  him  as 
a  cherished  friend." 

He  quotes  with  approval  a  verse  made  appli- 
cable:— 

"An    inborn    grace    that   nothing    lacked 
Of  culture  or  appliance, 
The  warmth  of  genial  courtesy, 
The  calm  of  self-reliance." 

Of  Comp.  Gradiner's  Committee  work  he  says: — 

"Canada  has  a  committee  of  several  members  that  makes 
a  thorough  review  of  conditions  prevailing  in  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  including  every  angle  in  the  routine  of  constitu- 
ent Chapters.  The  report  rendered  oy  this  Committee  is  one 
of  the  most  thorough  and  interesting  that  has  come  to  the 
attention  of  the  writer.  This  report,  gives  much  credit  to 
the  Grand  Superintendents  for  carrying  on  Capitular  work." 

He  is  more  than  kind  to  this  Reviewer:  — 

"The  Capitular  Correspondence  and  Review  of  sister 
Grand  Jurisdictions  is  again  presented  by  Comp.  Ponton. 
It  is  a  truly  remarkable  document,  in  all  one  of  the  most 
generous  reviews  to  be  found.  What  a  world  of  good  read- 
ing he  presents  to  those  fortunate  enough  to  receive  the 
Proceedings.  They  also  are  passed  out  in  book  form  at  the 
Annual." 

Under  Connecticut  we  read: — 

"More  or  less  set  in  its  ways  because  of  its  age  and  long 
established  usages  and  customs,  Connecticut  offers  a  surprise 
in  its  serious  consideration  of  creating  the  office  and  activi- 
ties of  a  Grand  Lecturer.     It  is  a  live  subject." 

The  District  of  Columbia  makes  him  spright- 
ly:- 

"We've  accused  our  Grand  Lecturer  to  his  face  as  being 
something  like  the  proverbial  flea,  not  only  in  covering  a  wide 
range  in  territory  but  always  on  the  jump." 

This  from  Idaho  is  interesting: — 
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"In  the  constitution  of  this  combined  fund  there  is  an 
element  of  idealism  that  is  destined  to  stand  out  unique 
among  the  great  charitable  movements  as  a  whole,  and  it 
asks  only  that  the  fund  be  used  in  the  alleviation  of  suffering 
and  misfortune  of  a  magnitude  greater  than  may  be  met  by 
individual  effort. 

"What  an  opportunity  this  affords!  It  is  practical  from 
many  viewpoints,  but  chiefly  because  of  the  possibility  to 
eliminate  duplication  and  at  the  same  time  do  that  very 
thing  which  is  specified,  to  alleviate  suffering  and  misfortune 
of  greater  magnitude  than  by  individual  effort.  All  glory 
and  praise  to  any  Grand  Jurisdiction  that  can  unite  Masonry 
into  one  solid  mass  of  charitable  disposition.  Each  of  the. 
contributing  bodies  should  cherish  a  full  soul  of  satisfaction 
in  becoming  a  unit  in  one  common  cause.  The  same  policy 
should  be  emulated  in  local  communities  having  two  or  more 
Masonic  bodies." 

We  read  the  following  under  Wisconsin:  — 

"He  exulted  in  having  found  a  remedy  for  this  evil  in 
some  temples,  the  club  rooms  being  posted  with  a  notice  they 
could  not  be  occupied  while  any  of  the  bodies  were  conf erring- 
degrees.  That's  as  it  should  be,  and  here's  the  hope  it  may 
become  universal." 

We  could  go  on  making  many  extracts  from  this 
original  and  interesting  Review  did  space  permit. 

Then  follows  the  feature  of  the  Volume,  another 
full  and  illuminating  instalment  of  the  Origin  and 
Development  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  and  Depend- 
ent Grades,  the  whole  being  nearly  ready  for  publi- 
cation, but  we  would  suggest  that  the  order  should 
be  re-arranged  in  more  systematic  style  and  that  it 
should  be  copiously  indexed.  It  will  be  an  invalu- 
able contribution  to  all  students  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry and  a  monument  to  Conover. 

MINNESOTA. 

Thomas  Morris,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  Fishel,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
in  St.  Paul,  October  11th,  1927.  Thirteen  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  reported  for  the  duty  and  honour. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative,  J.  Arthur  Jen- 
sen was  duly  present,  as  is  his  worthy  custom. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  thus  sum- 
marizes what  we  find  to  be  largely  the  general  at- 
titude of  many  Jurisdictions  in  the  United  States 
to  the  appeal  of  New  Mexico  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Masonic  Tuberculosis  Sanatatoria  Associa- 
tion:— 

"To  this  appeal  I  replied,  assuring  Grand  Master  Holt 
of  our  interest  in  the  fight  against  the  Great  Plague,  and 
pointing  to  the  fact  that  Minnesota  was  erecting  many- 
hospitals  for  such  sufferers,  and  to  which  we  were  all  contri- 
buting directly  or  indirectly,  but  that  owing  to  the  fact  that 
all  Masons  of  our  State  were  being  called  on  to  subscribe 
liberally  to  the  completion  of  our  own  Masonic  Home,  I  felt 
that  a  general  appeal  to  the  members  in  our  Jurisdiction  for 
outside  relief  would  not  be  appropriate  at  this  time.  I 
further  suggested  that  should  there  be  found  among  those 
to  whom  relief  was  being  administered  in  New  Mexico,  any 
members  of  the  Minnesota  Jurisdiction  we  should  be  advised 
of  such  fact  and  arrangements  would  be  made  for  their 
support  and  care  by  their  own  Jurisdiction. " 

Among  his  decisions  we  find  the  following  re- 
quest and  reply: — 

"We  are  making  this  request  to  ballot  on  petitions  the 
same  night  they  are  received  because  we  wish  to  complete 
work  on  two  'full'  teams  before  the  summer  vacation. 

"With  this  statute  before  me,  I  regret  that  I  am  unable 
to  comply  with  your  request,  as  it  must  be  obvious  to  you 
that  I  do  not  have  power  to  change  the  regulations." 

Minnesota  lost  both  Grand  Scribe,  Dr.  Weeks, 
a  beloved  physician,  and  Grand  King  Ambrose  D. 
Countryman  during  the  year.  It  is  not  often  that 
an  official  family  is  thus  visited  by  the  Reaper  of 
the  harvest  of  humanity. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Rite  is  plain 
spoken  and  not  at  all  optimistic.  They  strike  a  note 
of  warning  that  will  no  doubt  go  home  to  Minnesota 
and  to  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  similarly  situ- 
ated:— 

"The  amount  of  out-standing  dues  is  enormous.  A  great 
many  Companions  have  been  carried  on  the  roll  too  long. 

"Fifty  Chapters  of  the  87  report  no  funds  spent  for 
Charity  during  the  past  year.  This  leaves  37  Chapters  which 
are  taking  care  of  their  charitable  obligations,  most  of  the 
money  being  spent  by  the  large  city  Chapters. 
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"Your  Committee  believes  that  conditions  have  changed 
to  a  marked  degree  during  the  past  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 
Our  membership  is  gravitating  towards  organizations  which 
are  undertaking  worthwhile  projects.  Without  a  motive  for 
existence,  any  organization  will  die.  It  behooves  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Minnesota  to  look  well  to  its  opportunities  and 
to  undertake  such  measures  as  will  interest  its  membership 
and  command  the  respect  of  the  world  at  large." 

Iii  the  Obituaries  of  the  Grand  Officers,  which 
are  touching  in  the  extreme,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing:— 

"Peace  to  his  memory:  Let  it  grow 
Greener  with  the  years,  and  blossoms  through  the  flight 
Of  ages;  let  the  mimic  canvas  show 
His  calm  benevolent  features;  let  the  light 
Stream  on  his  deeds  of  love,  that  shunned  the  sight 
Of  all  but  heaven;  and,  in  the  book  of  fame 
The  glorious  record  of  his  virtues  write, 
And  hold  it  up  to  men  and  bid  them  claim 
A  palm  like  his,  and  catch  from  him  the  hallowed  flame." 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Oliver  Elwood,  of  London,  Chair- 
man of  our  Finance  Committee,  is  the  worthy 
Grand  Representative  of  Minnesota. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  S.  Schurman,  of  St.  Paul,  edits 
the  Foreign  Correspondence.  As  to  the  old  title 
"foreign"  and  the  evolution  of  the  modern  review 
he  speaks  in  his  Foreword  thus  authoritatively  and 
well : — 

"I  retain  the  word  'Foreign'  because  it  is  the  original 
term  used  to  designate  these  efforts.  In  the  beginning  there 
were  no  such  reports.  Each  of  the  several  Grand  Bodies 
met,  transacted  their  business,  and  went  their  ways  regard- 
less of  the  existence  of  others.  At  length  there  dawned  in 
the  minds  of  intelligent  Masons  that  it  would  not  do  to  isolate 
themselves  from  other  Masonic  bodies,  and  that  if  any  moral 
or  intellectual  advancement  was  to  be  expected  it  must  come 
from  inter-communication  and  exchange  of  ideas.  Out  of 
these  reflections  was  born  the  idea  of  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  collate  the  proceedings  of  other  Jurisdictions. 
Like  every  other  new  thing  at  first  is,  was  crude  and  imper- 
fect. Some  of  the  first  reports  consisted  of  a  few  Lines 
entirely  barren  of  results  of  benefit,  but  they  showed  the  way 
to  better  efforts.  One  of  the  first  moves  in  this  direction 
was  in  1830,  when  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  appointed  a 
committee  to  'report  on  foreign  correspondence  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,'  and  the  committee  bore  the  title  of  'Committee  on 
Communications   from   Foreign   Grand   Lodges.'     It   was  not 
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until  about  1860  that  the  reports  assumed  the  character  of 
usefulness. 

"Certainly  anything  not  of  this  Jurisdiction  is  foreign  to 
it,  but  not  in  the  sense  of  unfraternal." 

On  the  much  vexed  question  of  Scotland  which 
crops  up  in  several  of  his  Reviews,  he  quotes  under 
Alberta  that  Victoria  and  other  Australasian  Juris- 
dictions recognize  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Queensland.  This  is  not  quite  accurate  and  we 
know  that  our  colleague  will  admit  that  Queensland 
is.  a  house  still  divided  against  itself  where  at  least 
three  Grand  Chapters  hold  sway,  the  two  native 
ones,  if  we  may  use  the  phrase,  not  yet  having 
merged. 

British  Columbia  receives  four  pages  of  review 
and  is  worthy  of  it.  Again  Scotland  out-crops  and 
we  quite  agree  with  our  colleague  that  all  should 
come  together  on  a  common  platform  of  love  and 
loyalty  but  this  does  not  seem  possible  and  Scotland 
remains  loyal  to  the  constituent  Chapters  each  year 
as  established  in  connection  with  the  Scottish 
Lodges  which  there  flourish  and  this  by  direct  re- 
quest of  the  Chapters  themselves  whom  she  declines 
to  abandon.  Our  Reviewer  adds  suggestively  as  to 
the  blandishments  and  conciliation  of  the  Earl  of 
Cassillis:  — 

"It  will  take  the  good  Earl  a  long  time  to  convince  a 
free  and  independent  citizenship  that  is  not  the  proper 
course." 

Minnesota  appreciates  both  the  countenance  and 
work  of  Grand  Z.  Dunstan.     We  read :  — 

"The  address  of  the  Grand  Z.  is  a  business  document 
as  might  be  expected  from  the  picture  of  that  official  which 
embelishes  the  front  of  the  volume  of  Proceedings. 

"He  said  he  was  not  in  favour  of  the  wearing  of  regalia 
in  public,  but  he  granted  his  dispensation  three  times  to 
Chapters  to  appear  in  regalia  while  going  to  and  returning 
from  Divine  Service. 

"He  stronly  recommends  the  custom  of  intervisiting  be- 
tween Chapters.  The  experience  of  Masonic  bodies  which 
practice  this  demonstrates  that  it  is  valuable." 

He  speaks  of  the  splendid  reports  of  the  District 
Superintendents  which  show  that  when  duties  are 
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sped fica  Ih/  assigned  they  are  almost  invariably  ful- 
filled. They  give  a  mirror  of  the  Chapters.  He 
calls  Comp.  Gardiner's  report  on  Capitular  Masonry 
as  a  full  and  complete  digest  of  conditions,  and 
copies  a  paragraph.  Although  he  does  not  see 
eye  to  eye  with  us  regarding  Scotland  and  the  three 
Jurisdictions  under  the  Southern  Cross,  he  is  more 
than  generous  in  his  appreciation  of  our  work  and 
we  cannot  resist  reprinting  it  for  the  benefit  of 
our  Canadian  Companions  as  a  matter  of  common 
pride:  — 

"And  now  we  come  to  the  Correspondence  Report  of 
Comp.  Ponton,  which  is  a  masterpiece — an  encyclopaedia 
of  Capitular  information.  It  covers  246  pages  of  the  printed 
record  and  is  in  a  class  by  itself.  He  makes  the  Jurisdic- 
tions tell  their  own  story,  and  comments  sparingly,  but  he 
gets  into  the  record  a  full  epitome  of  what  has  been  done 
in  each  Jurisdiction." 

With  regard  to  the  Scottish  Jurisdiction  question 
he  says  it  is:  — 

"A  mooted  question  which  has  left  many  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  in  a  dilemma.  We  have  read  the  correspondence 
that  has  been  passing  between  these  Grand  Chapters  again, 
and  we  cannot  see  how  a  man  of  such  clear  understanding 
as  Comp.  Ponton  could  have  arrived  at  the  conclusions  he  did. 
Having  some  of  the  blood  of  Old  Scotia  running  in  our  veins, 
and  having  roamed  some  of  the  hills  and  glens  traversed  by 
the  sainted  Wallace,  and  breathing  the  desire  to  respect 
anything  that  comes  from  the  old  land  of  our  forefathers, 
yet  we  cannot  arrive  at  the  conclusions  of  the  brilliant  writer 
for  Canada." 

We  would  without  desiring  in  any  way  to  be 
argumentative,  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  our 
friendly  reviewer  who  is  absolutely  fair  throughout, 
has  not  reviewed  in  his  present  Proceedings  either 
Scotland  or  Queensland. 

Under  Connecticut,  in  which  he  doubts  the  right 
of  Grand  Chapter  to  confer  degrees  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  creature  cannot  be  greater  than  the 
creator,  Comp  Schurman  assumes  what  will  by 
many  be  considered  an  impregnable  position:  — 

"The  'legal  axiom'  is  all  right,  but  who  is  the  creator? 
Did  not  a  few  Chapters  in  Connecticut  'create'  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  they  did  not  create  it  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
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f erring  degrees?  It  was  created  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting the  business  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Connecticut 
harmoniously  and  regularly,  and  we  will  bet  our  old  hat  no 
one  ever  thought  of  it  as  a  degree  machine." 

As  to  the  rotation  of  groups  of  official  rulers, 
Minnesota's  correspondent  speaks  out  with  those 
of  us  who  contend  for  the  merit  system  rather  than 
formal  rotary  promotion:  — 

"The  real  system,  in  our  way  of  thinking,  is  to  keep  a 
capable  executive  in  office  as  long  as  he  will  stay  and  is  of 
use,  and  to  get  rid  of  an  incapable  leader  by  the  shortest 
possible  route.  There  is  not  much  diiference  between  our 
views  we  think.  It  is  the  idea  that  seems  to  have  settled 
upon  Masonic  bodies  that  there  has  to  be  rotation,  that  is 
not  a  good  state  of  mind." 

Again  under  Massachusetts  we  read  and  con- 
cur:— 

"Officers  of  the  proper  personnel  and  education  and 
standing  in  the  community  are  quite  as  important  as  the 
character  of  the  work." 

With  regard  to  Rainbow  Girls,  DeMolay  and 
other  addenda  we  find  him  outspoken: — 

"It  seems  as  if  a  halt  would  have  to  be  called  somewhere 
to  tacking  societies  to  the  Masonic  name.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  there  is  much  good  in  some  of  these  societies,  but  why 
the  necessity  of  having  them  hitched  to  Masonry?" 

This  of  Rituals  and  of  the  General  Grand: — 

"He  agrees  with  Minnesota  that  each  officer  of  a  sub- 
ordinate Chapter  should  have  a  ritual  in  his  possession,  and 
he  is  going  to  listen  for  echoes  from  the  General  Grand, 
but  there  will  not  be  any  is  our  guess.  You  know  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  by  its  own  admissions  is  only  an  advisory  body, 
and  has  pulled  all  its  own  teeth." 

He  sums  up  an  unfortunate  situation  in  his  con- 
clusion by  these  constructive  words: — 

"Many  Grand  Chapters  show  losses,  and  these  are  at- 
tributed to  N.P.D.  in  most  cases.  Many  remedies  are  sug- 
gested, but  perhaps  the  real  one  is  to  interest  and  encourage 
the  new  initiates  in  the  study  of  Masonry.  If  initiates  are 
earnest  and  sincere  men  they  can  be  interested,  and  they 
will  make  live  members  instead  of  drones  in  the  hive  of  the 
brotherhood." 

Comp.  Schurman  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place. 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

William  H.  Whitaker,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Eightieth  Annual  Convocation  convened  in 
the  City  of  Meridian,  29th  May,  1928,  Canada  being- 
represented  by  our  comparatively  new  link  in  the 
chain,  Leon  S.  Lippincott. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  the  Companions 
to  Meridian  thus : — 

"However,  I  welcome  you  one  and  all  to  this  beautiful 
Masonic  City,  'Meridian,'  the  city  where  our  Masonic  Breth- 
ren's children,  who  are  also  our  children,  are  domiciled." 

Under  Dispensations  we  read  and  must  confess 
that  we  are  rather  startled  at  the  emergency  or 
heroic  methods  adopted  to  go  after  members.  One  of 
the  Grand  Jurisdictions  called  this  hippodroming. 
However  we  know  how  hard  Mississippi  was  struck 
by  the  great  flood  during  the  past  year  and  make 
allowances  accordingly : — 

"When  I  come  to  this  part  of  my  report  in  the  exercise 
of  my  official  duties,  I  realize  that  the  Grand  Chapter  has 
in  a  manner  'let  down  the  bars'  and  said  go  to  it.  Compan- 
ions if  I  have  erred  I  pray  you  will  overlook  the  error.  But 
I  certainly  went  to  it,  in  granting  Dispensations  to  Chapters 
to  receive  applications,  and  to  ballot  out  of  time. 

"During  the  year  there  have  been  held  by  our  Grand 
Lecturer  ten  (10)  reunions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the 
Grand  Council  for  the  exemplification  of  work  and  the  con- 
ferring of  degrees. 

"Very  few  Chapters  in  the  State  but  did  not  ask  and  re- 
ceive these  Dispensations.  (Companion  Carter  informs  me 
that  more  than  208  received  the  degrees  at  these  reunions)." 

With  regard  to  the  flood  and  relief  from  outside, 
the  Grand  High  Priest  says : — 

"Since  the  Companions  from  other  Jurisdictions 
have  contributed  to  these  sufferers  (many  of  whom 
are  our  Masonic  Brethren)  I  would  suggest  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  draft  an  acknowledgment  of  our  apprecia- 
tion to  our  Sister  Jurisdictions  and  that  the  same  be  spread 
on  our  minutes." 

There  seems  to  be  no  lack  of  funds  in  the  treasury 
for  we  learn  that  no  less  than  19  jewels  for  P.G.H.P.'s 
were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $1,235,  rather  unusual 
expense,  as  the  Grand  High  Priest  himself  admits. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  says  under  General  Grand 
Chapter  that  Canada  was  represented  thereat  but 
not  we  presume,  officially. 

This  is  one  of  the  echoes  of  the  meeting  which 
should  have  a  broader  significance  for  the  future : — 

"Among  the  many  things  I  saw  and  heard  I  was  greatly- 
impressed  with  a  remark  made  by  the  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  Companion  H.  Dewitt  Hamilton,  who  said:  'Compan- 
ions, this  thought  has  been  growing  on  me  for  a  long  time: 
if  the  Masonic  Fraternities  had  existed  prior  to  1861  as 
they  are  now,  there  would  have  been  no  war  between  the 
North  and  South.'  " 

The  Grand  Lecturer  was  a  busy  man.  His  report 
covers  nine  pages  and  is  full  of  merit. 

Membership,  7,412,  a  decrease  of  206. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  J.  Farley,  of  Belleville,  repre- 
sents Mississippi. 

Mississippi  publishes  the  name  of  every  Com- 
panion in  good  standing  throughout  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  this  year 
in  charge  of  Comp.  H.  C.  Yawn,  who  in  his  introduc- 
tion says : — 

"With  few  exceptions,  there  have  been  net  losses  in 
membership  in  all  Grand  Jurisdictions.  This,  however,  oc- 
sasions  little  concern,  since  it  is  generally  believed  that  the 
loss  is  attributable  to  the  rigid  enformement  of  delinquent 
dues  statutes." 

He  makes  many  citations,  as  most  Reviewers  do, 
from  British  Columbia,  saying : — 

"In  his  visitations,  the  Grand  Z.  tried  to  impress  certain 
things  upon  the  Companions  which  he  thinks  are  of  major 
importance.     We  agree  with  him,  and  hence  we  copy  them." 

Under  Canada  he  quotes  largely  from  Grand  Z. 
Dunstan's  address,  including,  of  course,  his  noble 
conclusion.  He  has  whole  paragraphs  also  from 
Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  on  Capitular  Masonry.  He 
kindly  says  of  our  review  that  it  is  excellent  and  that 
the  work  shows  that  we  have  studied  and  digested 
the  various  Proceedings  "to  a  remarkable  degree." 

With  regard  to  what  might  be  termed  a  pessi- 
mistic alarm  under  Idaho  as  to  a  general  falling  down 
in  our  duty  to  the  fraternity,  Comp.  Yawn  asks  "yet 
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who  can  say  that  there  exists  no  cause  for  such  warn- 
ing?" 

From  Nevada's  pages  and  poetry  we  take  one 
verse : — 

"Until  the  shadow  from  the  earth  is  cast, 
Until  he  gathers  in  His  sheaves  at  last, 
Until  the  twilight  gloom  is  overpast. 

Good-night." 

This  under  Ohio  is  of  interest  to  Canada : — 

"Question:  A  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  from  a  Can- 
adian Chapter  desires  to  make  application  for  membership 
by  dimit,  and  states  that  the  Past  Master's  Degree  is  not 
conferred  in  Canadian  Chapters.  What  procedure  would 
have  to  be  taken  by  the  Ohio  Chapter? 

"Answer:  The  Ohio  Chapter  should  first  confer  the  Past 
Master's  Degree  upon  Canadian  Companion  without  charge, 
as  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  no  Chapter  is  permitted  to 
charge  a  fee  for  the  Past  Master's  Degree." 

MISSOURI. 

James  Absalom  Kinder,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

His  biography  and  striking  picture  precede  the 
Proceedings.  "Kinder's"  is  a  synonym  of  business  in- 
tegrity. His  sterling  qualities  distinguish  him  as  an 
outstanding  character  in  his  community  and  State. 
He  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  makes  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  thought  "he  who  would  be  great  must 
serve." 

The  Eighty-second  Convocation  was  called  to 
order  April  24th,  1928,  in  Hardin  College,  in  the  City 
of  Mexico,  Missouri. 

The  President  of  the  College  made  a  happy  ad- 
dress of  welcome: — 

"And  we  are  mindful  of  the  fact,  that  this  is  the  model 
secret  Order,  we  are  mindful  of  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing- 
freakish  about  Masonry.  There  might  be  something  freakish 
about  some  secret  orders,  but  not  about  this." 

From  the  Grand  High  Priest's  response  we  take 
this  paragraph : — 

"We  are  from  all  walks  of  life.  I  can  think  of  no  wonder- 
ful occupation  that  is  not  represented  in  this  audience.  Free- 
masons are  industrious;  they  are  workers,  and  I  believe  there 
is   no  man   in  this  audience  who   is  old  enough  to  work  and 
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young  enough  to  like  it  who  is  not  employed  in  some  useful 
occupation.  We  are  striving  as  best  we  can  to  make  this 
old  world  better." 

P.G.H.P.  Turnbull,  of  Illinois,  responded  briefly., 
thus  concluding: — 

"Now;  when  it  comes  to  talking  I  am  a  great  believer  in  the 
rule  laid  down  years  ago  by  a  noted  orator,  who  was  asked 
by  a  young  man  for  some  rule  for  his  future  growth.  The 
old  gentleman  said,  'There  are  three  rules:  one,  stand  up  so 
that  people  can  see  you;  two,  speak  distinctly  so  they  can 
understand  you;  and,  three,  shut  up  and  sit  down  so  they 
will  like  you." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  under  the  Condition  of 
the  Craft  (which  is  none  too  hopeful),  seeks  thus  to 
inspire  to  renewed  effort: — 

"While  these  conditions  should  prompt  us  all  to  greater 
effort  in  the  future  and  cause  us  all  to  dedicate  ourselves 
with  renewed  devotion  and  loyalty  to  the  principles  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  to  take  the  lead  in  our  local  Chapters,  in- 
spiring others  to  greater  activities  and  'doing  with  our  might 
whatsoever  our  hands  find  to  do.'  " 

He  notes  in  his  address  the  issuing  of  a  commis- 
sion to  Missouri's  new  Grand  Representative,  Ex. 
Comp.  W.  J.  Tow,  of  Toronto,  whose  genial  good  com- 
radeship extends  to  all  within  the  reach  of  his  cable- 
tow. 

He  disciplined  two  Chapters  for  continuing  the 
device  known  as  the  "Rough  Road." 

Under  the  heading  of  "Lazy  Chapters"  he  said: — 

"I  do  not  believe  that  any  Chapter  can  function  at  its 
best  unless  its  chief  officers  and  leaders  attend  Grand  Chapter 
and  thus  take  back  home  the  knowledge,  inspiration  and 
purposes  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 

He  detailed  many  visits  and  concludes : — 

"I  have  amassed  a  huge  fortune  in  golden  friendships 
that  have  impressed  me  deeply  and  which  are  prized  and 
cherished  by  me  above  meterial  wealth. 

"Great  truths  and  tenets  of  our  Royal  Craft  and  by 
courtesy,  kindness  and  the  strength  of  our  own  convictions 
induce  our  Companions  everywhere  to  a  renewal  of  devotion 
and  loyal  service  to  the  Fraternity." 

Membership,  34,656.  Net  loss  (the  largest  record- 
ed), 944.  This  tragic  result  makes  us  all  sit  up  and 
think  and  resolve. 
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The  W.  F.  Kuhn  Memorial  reported  no  progress 
made  during  the  year.  This  we  regret.  Let  not  his 
memory  fade. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Missouri  in  his  address 
truly  said: — 

"But  ancient  Craft  Masonry  certainly  owes  a  lot  to  the 
Council,  the  Chapter  and  the  Commandery,  because  as  I  said 
the  other  day  some  of  our  best  Masonic  workers  and  leaders 
are  those  who  receive  their  training  in  Chapter,  Council  and 
Commandery,  and  they  bring  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  that  training." 

Canada's  Grand  Representative,  Orson  H. 
Swearingen  was  duly  present  doing  duty,  as  were 
thirteen  other  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

A  long  biography  with  a  portrait  of  the  fine  face 
of  Grand  Lecturer  Marquis,  adds  to  the  interest  of 
the  Proceedings. 

The  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  edited  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Corona  H.  Briggs. 

He  notes  under  Alberta  their  decision  that  Mark 
Master  Masons  who  receive  that  Degree  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Craft  Lodge  are  not  entitled  to  sit 
in  a  Mark  Master  Lodge  in  Alberta.  Other  Jurisdic- 
tions differ. 

Canada  is  briefly  reviewed.   He  says : — 

"Our  Canadian  Companions  believe  in  Supervision.  Their 
Grand  Jurisdiction  is  divided  in  sixteen  Districts.  The 
delegates  from  each  District  elect  a  Grand  Superintendent 
who  is  expected  to  superintend  all  the  subordinate  Chapters 
in  his  District.  The  written  reports  from  the  Grand  Super- 
tendents  indicate  thorough  and  painstaking  work." 

He  speaks  of  the  Grand  Z.'s  address  as  admirable 
and  touches  on  our  selection  of  humour  from 
Missouri's  Proceedings  of  1926. 

All  Britishers  will  read  with  a  glow  of  pleasure 
his  review  of  England : — 

"Our  Masonic  life  came  from  England  and  the  ties  which 
unite  us  to  the  mother  country  are  stronger  than  those  which 
bind  us  to  any  of  the  land  across  the  waters.  This  we  say  in 
spite  of  all  the  efforts  made  in  the  past  by  the  Senior  Senator 
from  Missouri,  and  now  being  made  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
wickedest  city  on  earth  to  'twist  the  Lion's  tail* 

"On  every  hand  he  heard  the  warmest  expressions  of 
sympathy  for  us.     This  interest  in  us  was  not  based   on   a 
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hope  that  we  might  be  England's  ally  in  any  coming  conflict. 
So  strong  was  their  confidence  in  their  Naval  Supremacy, 
that  they  did  not  believe  they  would  ever  need  an  ally.  But 
they  were  glad  to  see  us  pushed  out  into  International  affairs 
because  they  believed  that  we  would  stand  for  what  they  only 
of  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe  stood  for — a  free  field 
for  commerce  and  for  Missions.  'Blood  is  thicker  than 
water.'  British  and  American  Masonry  are  one  in  all  the 
great  essentials,  differ  as  we  may  in  minor  details." 

Under  Florida  he  quotes  that  when  tempted  to 
criticize  he  remembers  two  sayings,  one,  'That  chil- 
dren should  be  seen,  not  heard,"  and  two,  "Judge  not 
that  ye  be  not  judged."  Splendid  admonitions !  But 
language  was  not  given  us  to  conceal  our  thoughts. 

He  has  very  strong  opinions  as  to  dancing  in  the 
Lodge-room,  which  he  thus  voices  and  he  is  not 
alone : — 

"The  Grand  Chapter  approved  this  rebuke  of  such  light- 
ness and  vanity.  By  a  very  decided  vote,  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Missouri  prohibited  dancing  in  a  Lodge  room. 

"Modern  dancing  is  no  more  like  the  dancing  patronized 
in  Washington's  time,  than  French  brandy  is  like  sweet  cider. 
Why  any  Masonic  body  should  wish  to  sponsor  the  modern 
dance  is  more  than  the  writer  can  understand." 

As  to  keeping  the  Sabbath  Day  on  which  Missouri 
is  strong,  he  says  under  Oklahoma: — 

"So  long  as  we  profess  to  receive  the  Bible  as  the  'rule 
and  guide  of  our  faith  and  practice'  we  ought  to  respect  the 
Ten  Commandments." 

South  Carolina  in  one  respect  struck  him  cold : — 

"Far  be  it  from  us  to  suggest  that  his  fear  may  be  well 
founded,  and  yet  we  are  reminded  of  the  Ohio  deacon  who 
said:  'Our  Church  is  united.     We  are  all  froze  together.'" 

Texas  supplies  this  verse: — 

"So  burdened:  Their  strength  nearly  gone, 
I'll  go  to  their  side,  I'll  speak  in  good  cheer, 

I'll  help  them  carry  their  load, 
And  I'll  smile  at  the  man  in  the  house  by  the  way 

As  I  walk  with  the  crowd  in  the  road." 

In  his  conclusion  he  summarizes  the  total  of  3,894 
Chapters  with  929,228  members,  and  he  ends  thus 
buoyantly : — 

"So,  'Everything  is  lovely 
And  the  goose  hangs  high.' 
Peace  and  harmony  prevail." 


APPENDIX  117 

MONTANA  1927. 

Charles  Sidney  Bell,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
in  the  Asylum  of  Grand  Commandery  K.T.  on  Melita 
Island  in  Flathead  Lake,  July  12th,  1927.  The 
romantic  surroundings  are  thus  described  in  the 
address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest: — 

"A  place  more  beautiful  or  a  more  ideal  spot  could  not 
have  been  selected  than  on  this  Island  which  is  owned  by 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Montana,  in 
the  midst  of  the  emerald  waters  of  this  majestic  lake.  Our 
surroundings  are  ideal." 

He  thus  voices  what  most  of  us  have  experienced 
as  to  "how  little  done,  how  much  to  do" — of  Cecil 
Rhodes. 

"Like  my  predecessors,  I  was  elected  for  a  period  of  one 
year  and  hoped  to  do  the  things  in  that  short  year  that  should 
take  five  years  to  accomplish. 

"Long  distances  between  Chapters,  rain,  wind,  impassable 
auto  roads,  appointments  that  could  not  be  carried  out,  and, 
lastly,  illness,  prevented  me  from  fulfilling  many  of  my  good 
intentions." 

Grand  Chapter  paid  half  the  cost  of  the  grand 
Christmas  dinner  given  annually  at  the  Masonic 
Home. 

He  does  not  believe  in  starting  new  Chapters  in 
the  smaller  towns,  because  of  the  better  modes  of 
travelling  facilitating  the  formation  of  centres  of 
more  wide  horizoned  Districts. 

He  thus  summarizes  the  State  of  the  Craft  and  it 
is  not  entirely  encouraging: — 

"There  are  three  Counties  in  this  State  wherein  no  Blue 
Lodge  exists,  and  nineteen  Counties  where  no  Chapters  exist. 
But  we  must  go  slow  in  granting  dispensations  to  form  new 
Chapters.  The  trend  of  the  times  now  is  to  pay  as  little 
attention  as  possible  to  matters  as  serious  as  Royal  Arch 
work. 

"Too  many  of  our  Companions  are  merely  using  Royal 
Arch  Chapters  for  a  stepping  stone  to  the  Commandery  and 
Shrine.  This  situation  does  not  augur  well  for  our  success, 
and  it  leaves  the  faithful  few  to  handle  Chapter  affairs  until 
they  are  worn  out  and  begin  to  lose  interest  and  the  Chapter 
drags." 
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The  condition  of  the  Arks  thus  described  is  not 
confined  to  Montana  alone : — 

"I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  some  of  the  Arks  with 
characters  that  we  were  unable  to  decipher." 

The  educational  fund  of  $5,000  was  handed  over 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  who  are  in  immediate 
charge.  It  is  of  interest  to  point  out  that  the  G.H.P. 
estimates  the  annual  cost  of  a  University  education  in 
Montana  to  be  approximately  $1,115. 

With  regard  to  the  appeal  of  New  Mexico  on  be- 
half of  the  Tubercular  Sanatoria  and  the  functions  of 
Government  as  seen  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  the 
following  will  be  found  interesting : — 

"It  is  heartrending  to  read  of  some  of  the  cases  that 
some  of  the  Brethren  and  Companions  of  that  State  must 
handle,  where  the  Companion  belongs  to  some  other  Juris- 
diction. 

"A  member  of  the  Craft  and  Ex-President  of  the  United 
States  has  said  that  the  Agricultural  Department  of  this 
government  is  spending  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  millions  a 
year  to  tell  the  farmers  how  to  treat  their  soil,  how  to  raise 
hogs,  cattle  and  sheep;  however,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Constitution  especially  about  hogs,  cattle  or  sheep,  and  if, 
out  of  the  public  Treasury,  we  can  establish  a  Department 
for  that  purpose,  it  does  not  seem  a  long  step  or  a  stretch 
of  logic  to  say  that  we  should  have  the  power  to  spend  the 
money  in  a  Bureau  of  Research  to  tell  how  we  can  develop 
healthy  men  and  women. 

"We  as  Masons  can  do  much  to  get  our  Goverment  to 
do  something  to  protect  mankind  from  the  ravishes  of  tuber- 
culosis." 

Suspensions  he  calls  "dry  rot." 

The  Grand  Council,  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand 
Commandery  usually  met  during  the  same  week  and 
he  points  out  that  few  towns  or  cities  can  con- 
veniently handle  the  situation.  He  therefore  ad- 
vocates that  the  Masonic  Bodies  in  question  bear  a 
share  of  the  expense. 

Membership,  4,876.    Net  gain,  33. 

Thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  honoured 
in  the  Grand  East,  and  Canada  was  duly  represented 
by  the  Dean  of  them  all,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  J. 
Hindson.  They  were  specially  received,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  saying: — 
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"Our  Convocations  would  be  extremely  void  if  you  were 
not  here.  We  look  to  you  for  inspiration,  we  look  to  you 
for  advice." 

Comp.  Hindson  was  asked  to  respond  but  passed 
on  the  obligation  (or  privilege)  to  Comp.  Hepner  who 
humorously  said : — 

"Companions,  there  used  to  be  a  ceremonial  in  the  Temple 
that  has  come  down  through  the  ages;  it  was  the  ceremonial 
known  as  that  of  the  scape-goat.  At  an  annual  period  a 
goat  was  brought  to  the  Temple  and  all  the  children  of 
Israel  conferred  their  sins  and  laid  them  on  the  goat  and 
the  goat  was  made  to  suffer  for  their  misdeeds.  I  don't  under- 
stand why  the  head  of  this  line  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
has  suggested  me  as  the  scape-goat  of  this  assembly." 
(Laughter). 

This  is  by  way  of  practical  procedure : — 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  now  declared  Grand  Chapter  at 
ease  for  ten  minutes,  while  the  delegates  called  at  the  West 
Gate  to  receive  their  wages." 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  W.  Spottswood  was  elected 
Grand  High  Priest. 

When  Comp.  Getty  presented  the  Grand  High 
Priest's  Jewel  he — 

"Recalled  the  custom  of  the  early  tribes  of  the  American 
continent  to  speak  the  words  of  their  compacts  into  broad 
wampum  bands  'and  in  this  manner  the  Companions  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  have  spoken  into  this  jewel  the  love  and  af- 
fection in  which  you  are  borne  by  them." 

The  In  Memoriam  pages  have  this  verse : — 

"They  are  out  of  the  chaos  of  living, 
The  wreck  and  debris  of  the  years ; 
They  have  passed  from  the  struggle  and  striving, 
They  have  finished  their  goblet  of  tears." 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  M.  Logan,  Grand  Secretary  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  represents  Montana  and 
is  proud  of  it. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  S.  Hepner  presents  his  eighth 
annual  report  of  the  Reviews  of  the  Workings  of 
Capitular  Quarries  in  the  Capitular  world. 

This  under  Alberta  strikes  him : — 

"The  very  title  of  the  ritual  is  'WORK.'  Why  accept 
the  privileges  of  office,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  assume 
proportionate   responsibilities?        Unless   we   love   it   and   are 
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enthusiastic  about  it,  work  is  the  badge  of  servitude  and 
slavery.  On  the  contrary  it  has  been  said,  'Work  is  the 
weapon  of  honour,  and  he  that  lacks  it  will  never  prosper.' 

"Therefore,  Companions,  be  ye  steadfast  in  your  attend- 
ance at  Chapter,  unmovable  in  your  enthusiasm  for  greater 
activities;  always  abounding  in  the  works  of  fraternal  love." 

Grand  Z.  Dunstan's  address  is  well  analyzed  and 
largely  quoted  from.  He  speaks  of  the  100  pages  de- 
voted to  the  District  Grand  Superintendents,  and 
Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  on  Capitular  Masonry  is 
analyzed  and  praised  as  very  interesting. 

Of  our  Review  we  feel  that  he  enters  into 
personal  contact  in  his  generous  and  friendly  words. 
He  quotes  our  whole  Afterword : — 

"Montana,  1923,  1924  and  1925  are  reviewed  to  our  heart's 
content.  This  gifted  Companion  sees  every  speck  of  beauty 
and  overlooks  mountains  of  trash,  in  his  judgment  of  the 
workings  of  other  Jurisdictions.  His  heart  is  full  of  tender 
emotions  and  all  that  is  good  appeals  to  him  as  he  sees  it 
in  the  volumes  before  him  and  he  properly  gives  a  taste  and 
sight  of  them  to  his  Companions  of  Canada.  The  writer 
is  admiring  you  more  and  more,  Companion,  as  he  reads 
your  reviews  and  may  you  live  many  more  years  as  the 
Fraternal  Correspondent  of  Canada." 

This  distich  from  Colorado  under  Appeals  and 
Grievances  struck  him  as  it  struck  us : — 

"We  again  present  the  same  old  story, 
No  work  to  do — nothing  but  glory." 

As  to  the  grading  of  reports  of  Chapters  alpha- 
betically in  merit,  after  official  visitations  he  says : — 

"We  see  a  regular  grade  school  teacher's  markings 
'RAAAA,'  'RBABA,'  'RABAAAB,'  in  their  reports;  we  may 
have  transposed,  or  omitted,  or  left  out,  or  added  some  of 
these  letters;  to  us  it  is  all  a  joke  in  a  way,  to  have  an 
officer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  take  toll  of  floor  work,  foot 
work,  leg  work,  promptness,  letter  perfection  and  mark  these 
into  grades,  ABC,  XYZ,  BVD,  PDQ,  RSVP,  etc.,  etc. 

"Too  much  attention  is  paid  to  the  letter  and  not  enough 
to  the  spirit  of  our  gatherings  and  esoteric  teachings." 

England  receives  seven  pages  of  review,  largely 
composed  of  the  excellent  address  of  Lord  Ampthill 
so  that  he  does  find  something  worth  while 
although  he  introduces  his  report  as  many  do,  as 
follows : — 
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"We  have  as  heretofore,  looked  and  looked  at  the  pamph- 
lets to  give  us  some  real  'dope'  as  to  proceedings  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction." 

Everyone  is  entitled  to  their  own  opinion  as  to 
the  difficulties  between  New  Zealand  and  Scotland. 
Scotland  has  had  Chapters  there  from  1866.  The 
Grand  Chapter  of  New  Zealand  was  formed  in  1892. 
The  Scottish  Chapters  desire  to  retain  their 
allegiance  to  the  old  Grand  Chapter,  but  we  are  sorry 
that  our  colleague  sees  it  from  the  point  of  view  indi- 
cated in  the  following: — 

"To  us  it  seems  a  joke.  As  soon  as  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  legally  organized  the  rights  of  Scotland  ceased." 

Under  North  Carolina  we  read  some  enlightening 
words : — 

"We  find  Masons  in  the  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium  deplor- 
ing the  'narrowness'  of  English  Freemasonry,  because  for- 
sooth it  requires  the  Bible  on  the  Altar  and  the  expression 
of  belief  in  Deity  from  every  Mason;  and  Belgium  hopes 
that  we  may  soon  become  'broad'  enough  to  depart  from 
these  requirements." 

From  his  splendid  review  of  Texas  we  just  take 
one  sentence : — 

"Unless  Masons  are  taught  Masonry,  the  Fraternity  will 
rue  the  day  that  it  departed  from  the  teachings  of  the 
fathers." 

These  worthy  and  stimulating  thoughts  form 
Comp.  Hepner's  conclusion : — 

"The  trip  to  the  quarries  and  vineyard  of  Capitular  lands 
is  ended  and  we  are  home  again,  but  not  to  rest,  for  we  are 
about  to  start  anew  our  roamings  and  travels  in  foreign 
lands. 

"We  love  to  read  the  words  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Round  Table;  some  of  whom  are  veterans  and  whose  mild 
chidings  are  accepted  with  the  true  grace  of  well-brought 
up  children. 

"From  the  General  and  Admiral,  down  to  the  cadet,  ap- 
peal to  us,  and  our  mind's  eye  endeavors  to  picture  these 
Companions  in  their  living  presence,  and  a  desire  to  meet 
them  face  to  face  and  just  squeeze  their  hands. 

"No  longer  way-stations  on  the  roadway  to  the  Asylum 
or  Mosque,  Capitular  Masonry  is  becoming  the  mecca  of  the 
pilgrim  who  entered  into  the  Elysian  fields  of  the  Symbol- 
ism of  the  Blue  Degrees  and  here  finds  the  wells  of  ever- 
living  waters." 
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MONTANA,  1928. 

Edward  W.  Spottswood,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

This  beloved  Physician  is  evidently  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  Montana.  His  biographer  thus  chastely 
characterizes  him : — 

"The  gods  endow  men  with  various  gifts.  To  some  are 
given  a  gracious  and  pleasing  personality;  to  others  wisdom; 
wealth  is  the  boon  of  some,  and  learning  of  others;  a  gentle 
mien  is  the  prize  of  some  and  health  and  happiness  are  the 
awards  of  others.  Rarely  indeed  are  they  prodigal  with 
these  endowments  of  their  storehouse. 

"The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  favourites  of 
the  gods. 

"They  gave  him  a  lovable  and  loving  personality,  a  charm 
of  manner  which  captivates  and  holds  all  who  know  him; 
health,  wealth  and  happiness  have  found  an  abiding  place 
with  him." 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  was  held  at  Melita 
Island  in  Flathead  Lake,  July  3rd,  1928. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  0.  Frank  Hart  was  welcomed  and 
in  his,  as  usual,  eloquent  response  said  among  many 
other  good  things : — 

"The  Great  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  real  honest-to-God 
Mason,  and  I  say  that  with  all  reverence.  But  he  has  arrived 
at  the  age  of  74  years  and  he  must  be  careful  with  his  health. 
He  is  very  conscious  of  the  fact  that  our  good  old  Companion 
Kuhn,  the  brightest  Capitular  Mason  that  this  country  has 
ever  produced,  shortened  his  life  by  strenuous  activity  in  the 
office. 

"I  do  mortally  detest  going  places  and  being  set  apart 
and  made  company  of." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  referred  to  the  romantic 
place  of  meeting  as  follows: — 

"This  wonderful  possession  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Montana  has  been  placed  at  our  disposal." 

The  Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Memorial  Fund 
amounts  to  nearly  $8,000. 

The  Committee  on  the  address  thus  graphically 
praises  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

"Your  Committee  takes  its  now  landmarked  prerogative 
of  stating  to  you,  Most  Excellent,  that  clothed  in  the  purple 
you  have  worn  the  symbolic  crown  of  King  Solomon;  you 
have  wielded  the  scepter  of  power  over  the  Craftsmen  of  the 
symbolic    sword   and   trowel    of    our    Cryptic    Rite,   and    this 
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year  you  have  been  covered  with  the  mitre  of  the  Capitular 
Rite  of  our  Commonwealth. 

"And  Capitular  Masonry  of  Montana  is  wealthier  in  the 
services  you  have  rendered." 

Twelve  Past  Grand  High  Priests  with  names  well 
known  and  honoured,  were  present.  Canada's  Grand 
Representative  did  not  respond. 

We  often  speak  of  Ontario's  distances  but  Mon- 
tana can  equal  us,  for  the  mileage  allowance  of  three 
of  the  Grand  Officers  present  is  based  upon  1,264 
miles,  1,184  miles,  and  1,094  miles  respectively,  and 
there  are  many  others  of  almost  equal  length  of 
cable-tow. 

Of  Canada's  late  representative,  the  memorial 
page  thus  speaks — 

"In  1850,  in  Liverpool,  England,  Joseph  J.  Hindson  was 
born. 

"Educated  in  private  schools,  which  are  so  numerous  in 
the  land  of  the  Anglo  Saxon,  on  arriving  to  manhood  he 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  marts  of  trade  in  his  home 
city,  which  is  the  main  artery  of  the  shipping  and  other  in- 
dustries carrying  the  life-blood  of  commerce  to  the  British 
Isles. 

"The  lure  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  held  out  its  arms 
to  him,  and  we  find  that  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  crossed 
the  ocean  and  came  to  Canada,  where  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  he  engaged  in  farming  enterprises." 

Membership,  4,788. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  M.  Logan,  of  Hamilton,  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  represents 
Montana. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  by  that 
honoured  and  eloquent  Mason,  H.  S.  Hepner,  P.G. 
H.P.,  who  well  says  under  Alabama,  that  Masonry 
should  teach  all  to  seek  honour  instead  of  honours. 

He  speaks  of  Canada's  progress  thus : — 

"Now  they  are  confined  to  Ontario  and  have  one  Chapter 
in  the  Yukon;  notwithstanding  the  gradual  curtailment  of 
territory  they  have  prospered  and  increased  in  numbers." 

He  comments  upon  the  Grand  Z.  refusing 
authority  to  name  a  motor  club  after  a  Chapter.  Pie 
says  that  Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  is  a  very  fine 
exordium  of  the  status  of  the  Craft.    He  kindly  calls 
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our  "Foreword"  a  "treat,"  and  copies  it  as  well  as 
our  "Afterword." 

"Each  of  his  reviews  are  worth  reading  in  entirety  and 
we  trust  that  they  appreciate  his  labours  in  Canada;  he  is 
one  of  the  outstanding  reviewers  of  Masonic  'doings.'  " 

Under  New  Jersey  we  read  :— 

"There  is  a  general  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
panions for  a  shortening  of  the  degree  work  as  a  means  of 
increasing  the  attendance  and  interest." 

Scotland  and  the  speeches  at  the  banquet  charmed 
him,  as  they  did  us,  and  he  makes  these  and  other 
extracts — 

"We  put  up  our  holly  and  our  mistletoe  to  remind  us 
that  even  then  in  winter  time  the  green  has  not  gone  out 
from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

"The  Autumn  Equinox  was  in  all  countries  and  in  all 
ages  a  time  of  sorrow.  Even  now  in  the  Christian  Church 
we  clothe  it  in  solemn  purple." 

His  conclusion  makes  and  leaves  a  lasting  impres- 
sion:— 

"Grand  Chapters  have  met  and  listened  to  addresses  of 
Grand   High   Priests;    some  were  good  and   others  passable. 

"Many  Grand  Chapters  have  joined  with  Grand  Comman- 
deries  in  Educational  and  Student  Loan  programmes ;  much 
good  has  been  accomplished. 

"And  yet  we  feel  that  the  Royal  Arch  has  not  yet  found 
itself;  some  great  humanitarian  purpose  will  come  to  it, 
engaging  its  efforts,  which  will  crown  Capitular  Masonry 
with  everlasting  glory. 

"Only  men  of  large  mental  caliber  should  be  entrusted 
with  the  leadership  of  the  Capitular  hosts;  men  like  the  late 
Dr.  Kuhn,  who  was  full  of  vision  and  magnetism;  men  who 
can  think,  plan,  and  carry  out  designs  into  which  the  key- 
stone shall  be  the  binding  headstone. 

"When  this  is  done,  then  may  we  hope  that  out  of  the 
head  of  some  symbolic  Jove  there  may  spring  forth  a  full- 
armed  symbolic  Goddess  of  Wisdom  to  lead  the  Companions 
into  paths  they  do  not  now  know  and  make  darkness  light 
before  them,  and  the  Eternal  Light  and  Truth  be  made  the 
halo  hovering  over  the  keystone  of  the  Royal  Arch." 

NEBRASKA. 

A.  Sherman  Pinto,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
The  Sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Omaha,  December  7th,  1927. 
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From  the  invocation  of  Grand  Chaplain  Kuhn 
we  take  these  sentences:  — 

"Keep  us  in  the  innocency  of  our  lives  and  in  the  con- 
stancy of  our  faith;  and  enrich  us  through  the  excellency 
of  Thy  grace. 

"And,  Infinite  God,  by  the  discipline  of  the  worship  and 
the  service  of  our  lives,  prepare  us  for  the  majesty  of  Thy 
unveiled  presence  in  the  Father's  house  of  many  mansions." 

Ex.  Comp.  Cloidt,  sang  "The  Holy  City"  most 
impressively. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  said  as  a 
summary  of  the  year:  — 

"Have  we  the  past  year  added  anything  of  stability  and 
permanence  to  the  ideals  we  had  in  view,  or  have  we  simply 
lived  another  year  and  come  here  to  felicitate  each  other  and 
have  an  enjoyable  pastime? 

"The  work  of  the  past  year  has'fully  demonstrated  to  me 
the  utter  dependence  we  as  Masons  must  put  in  our  fellow 
man.     As  individuals  our  work  is  almost  nil  and  inefficient." 

Of  a  deceased  comrade:  — 

"His  life  and  work  stand  out  as  a  beacon  directing  all 
Masons  to  higher  and  better  things." 

He  held  that  the  need  of  new  Chapters  was  not 
the  most  vital  problem  but  that  strengthening  of 
already  existing  Chapters  was  of  paramount  import- 
ance. 

The  visit  of  General  Grand  Secretary  Conover 
and  Mrs.  Conover  gave  great  pleasure  to  Nebraska. 

On  the  general  condition  of  the  Rite,  Comp. 
Pinto  says:  — 

"The  loss  in  membership  seems  to  be  in  ths  oldest  and 
largest  Chapters. 

"Freemasonry  in  all  of  its  branches  is  suffering  from 
the  over-organization  of  the  American  people.  Nearly  every 
man  that  you  meet  belongs  to  from  two  to  twelve  lodges  or 
orders,  in  addition  to  commercial  organizations  and  usually 
one  or  two  dinner  clubs.  If  he  gives  any  attention  or  time 
to  his  family,  he  simply  has  to  neglect  some  activity  which 
he  possibly  would  like  to  attend. 

"Our  belief  is  that  the  noon-tide  of  organization  has  been 
reached,  and  that  within  a  few  years  hundreds  of  organiza- 
tions will  have  been  buried  side  by  side,  and  that  Free- 
masonry will  come  out  of  the  crucible,  stronger  and  better 
than  ever." 
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Membership,  8,357.     Net  loss,  26. 
The  Grand  Lecturer  makes  a  straight  from  the 
shoulder  appealng  report:  — 

"And  when  we  have  arrived  at  the  correct  answer  to  the 
question,  'What  is  wrong?'  we  find  the  correcting  of  the  diffi- 
culty, a  comparatively  simple  matter.  So  with  this  idea  in 
mind,  my  report  to  you  is  that  apparently,  something  is 
wrong. 

"I  am  inclined  to  think  that  economic  conditions,  and 
dissatisfaction  with  our  ritual  are  the  outstanding  things. 
The  economic  conditions  will  in  time  take  care  of  themselves. 
The  dissatisfaction  with  the  ritual,  apparently  will  not." 

"In  operative  Masonry  very  little  progress  can  be  made 
on  the  work,  if  only  the  foremen  exert  themselves.  So  it  is 
in  speculative  Masonry;  we  can  not  expect  our  work  to 
properly  progress  with  only  the  officers  working.  Let  us  get 
this  idea  across  to  our  membership." 

The  Nebraska  Masonic  Home,  of  which  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Robertson  is  President,  receives  as  is  most 
proper,  great  praise  from  Grand  Chapter.  The 
Committee  add : — 

"We  know  that  the  life  of  a  nation  (as  our  President 
says)  depends  upon  its  homes.  The  boys  and  girls  of  to-day 
will  be  the  men  and  women  of  to-morrow.  Many  children 
have  been  deprived  of  their  parents  through  death  or  un- 
fortunate circumstances.  It  is  our  privilege  to  care  for 
some  of  these  unfortunate  in  our  own  State  in  the  beautiful 
Homes  at  Fremont." 

Clemens  A.  Spellman  represents  Canada,  and 
Canada  was  in  1927  represented  by  the  late  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Richard  H.  Spencer,  whose  death  was  a  great 
grief  to  many  friends. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  N.  R.  Browne,  P.G.H.P., 
has  Foreign  Correspondence  in  his  capable  hands. 
He  says  that  with  regard  to  rural  educational  mat- 
ters in  particular,  that  is  one  place  where  "politics" 
are  justified  within  our  Fraternity. 

Of  the  postprandial  addresses  at  the  Nebraska 
Dinners  he  echoed  happily  under  Alberta: — 

"We  do  have  a  wonderful  time  at  these  dinners  and  much 
benefit  is  derived  from  them." 

He  speaks  of  the  excellent  showing  made  by  Can- 
ada especially  at  the  season  of  the  year  at  which  we 
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hold  our  meetings  and  the  ample  territory  covered. 
Of  intervisitations,  he  says:  — 

"We  are  glad  to  see  this  fraternal  visitation  between  the 
States  and  the  Dominion  increasing  for  we  are  really  one 
people.  One  has  said,  'Where  are  there  two  nations  with 
four  thousand  miles  of  borderland  and  not  a  fortification V 

"That  neighboring  Chapters  should  intervisit  and  thus 
extend  the  cable  tow  of  friendship  and  brotherly  love;  That 
attendance  to  Chapter  meetings  should  not  be  neglected  as 
they  are  the  life  and  vitality  of  a  Chapter." 

He  analyzes  Grand  Z.  Dunstan's  excellent  ad- 
dress but  does  not  wholly  agree  with  him: — 

"He  gave  leave  to  wear'it  in  a  few  instances  to  and  from 
attendance  at  Divine  Service.  While  we  would  not  even 
permit  that  in  Nebraska,  there  may  be  something  to  it  up 
there  where  they  have  such  religious  opposition.  His  one 
ruling  is  of  Parliamentary  practice  and  we  cannot  agree  with 
him  at  all  but  Parliamentary  practice  in  Masonic  bodies  may 
materially  differ  and  yet  be  in  accordance  with  their  respec- 
tive usages.  The  point  in  question  was  whether  an  amend- 
ment to  the  main  motion  having  carried  might  not  also  carry 
the  main  motion.  He  held  that  it  would  'if  the  amendment 
was  of  substantially  the  same  wrording  as  the  main  motion. 
We  believe  that  under  such  a  situation  the  maker  of  the 
amendment  should  not  move  to  'amend'  but  to  'substitute.' 
A  main  motion,  no  matter  how  amended  must  be  put  to  the 
house  for  action  'as  amended.'  " 

He  says  that  the  District  Superintendents  were 
all  on  the  job  and  gave  the  Grand  Z.  no  cause  to 
complain.  As  to  the  Ritual  Report  he  begs  to  doubt, 
based  on  this  incident  in  his  experience: — 

"But  the  report  carried  a  recommendation  that  the  new 
ritual  need  not  become  in  force  at  once  but  should  be  brought 
into  use  gradually  as  the  new  members  took  up  the  work.  The 
.writer  taught  school  one  time  in  a  German  community  where 
there  were  both  "low"  and  "high"  Germans.  His  observation 
was  to  the  effect  that  after  learning  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
English  language  they  would  talk  along  in  German  or  Eng- 
lish until  they  came  to  something  they  wanted  to  say  for 
which  the  correct  German  or  English  expression  would  not 
come  to  mind  readily  when  they  would  substitute  the  English 
or  German  expression.  And  they  did  this  very  thing  quite 
often — so  often,  in  fact,  that  they  soon  had  a  dialect  which  a 
real  German  or  English-speaking  person  who  was  not  used  to 
them  could  not  understand.  We  are  just  a  bit  afraid  that 
such  may  be  the  effect  of  two  rituals  with  our  Canadian  Com- 
panions.    However,  it  is  their  problem." 
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He  is  kindly  encouraging  to  this  Reviewer: — 

"Quantity  and  quality  can  co-exist." 

Under  Florida  he  emphasizes  the  attention  which 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  deserves  and  says  too 
much  stress  cannot  be  laid  upon  it.  He  had  rather 
an  unfortunate  experience  at  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter in  Denver  and  we  repeat  the  incident  as  there 
is  a  lesson  involved  for  all  of  us  as  well  as  a  regret. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  have  met 
Comp.  Hubbell  there,  but: — 

"We  missed  meeting  him  in  Denver.  When  we  first  ar- 
rived we  tried  to  locate  some  of  the  scribes  and  the  reception 
we  received  from  our  first  approach  so  dampened  our  en- 
thusiasm that  we  did  not  try  again.  Oh,  no,  all  the  writers 
are  not  like  that,  we  are  sure." 

This  has  the  right  ring  under  Indiana:  — 

"Let  us  go  around  the  world — and  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  visit  a  great  many  foreign  countries.  I  have  seen  what 
Freemasonry  has  done  in  bringing  together  men  of  different 
religions,  men  of  different  launguages  who  did  not  trust  us 
as  one  nation  to  another  or  one  people  to  another;  but  we 
were  drawn  together  in  Masonry  and  they  learned  that  if 
they  could  trust  us  as  Masons  they  could  trust  us  as  men 
and  citizens  of  our  respective  countries." 

We  assure  our  colleague  of  a  warm  welcome 
within  any  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  Canada.  Under 
Saskatchewan  he  holds  out  the  right  hand : — 

"It  is  noted  that  a  very  close  friendship  exists  between 
our  Canadian  sisters  and  the  northern  Jurisdictions  of  the 
United  States  which  is  truly  most  commendable.  We  have 
often  wished  we  might  be  privileged  to  visit  the  Canadian 
Grand  Chapters  and  would  count  it  indeed  a  great  occasion 
to  have  such  a  desire  materialize." 

Of  Grand  Representatives  generally  and  their 
chronic  absence  he  says  "why  have  a  Representative 
if  he  doesn't  represent?"  and  adds  what  we  all 
realize  with  regard  to  other  matters  as  well: — 

"Let  us  remember  that  while  ours  is  a  great  institution 
it  is  not  everywhere  faultless." 
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NEVADA. 

Edward  A.  Ducker,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Reno,  June  12th,  1928.  No  less  than  14  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  set  an  example  in  the  Grand  East.  All 
other  Grand  Officers  were  present. 

The  Flag  ceremony  is  a  factor  in  the  opening  of 
Grand  Chapter  in  many  Jurisdictions.  This  verse 
is  sung: — 

"  Tis   Freedom's  starry  banner  that  you  greet 
Flag  famed  in  song  and  story, 
Long  may  it  wave  old  glory, 
The  flag  that  has  never  known  defeat." 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  did  not  respond. 
The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  opening  spoke  of 
the  living  and  of  the  dead  as  follows: — 

"Carry  on  with  high  resolves  towards  the  ideal  of  an 
universal  brotherhood.  May  we  go  from  this  Convocation 
inspired  with  that  benevolent  spirit  which  will  enable  us  to, 
'Let  our  light  shine  before  men.' 

"During  the  past  Masonic  year  the  Grim  Reaper  who 
'reaps  the  bearded  grain  at  a  breath  and  the  flowers  that 
grow  between'  has  taken  toll  of  our  membership." 

He  had  appointed  a  Committe  to  obtain  informa- 
tion for  the  Grand  Commandery  and  Grand  Chapter 
regarding  applicants  applying  for  aid  from  educa- 
tional funds.  He  announced  the  appointment  in 
Canada  of  Comp.  John  Marr  as  Grand  Representa- 
tive. We  congratulate  Nevada.  John  Marr  is  a 
real  man. 

One  of  his  decisions  was: — 

"A  waiver  can  only  be  given  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Chapter.  In  case  a  waiver  should  be  given  and  the 
brother  is  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in  a  foreign  Chapter, 
Elko  Chapter  must  pay  the  amount  of  fees  due  the  Grand 
Chapter." 

On  conditions  of  the  Rite  and  negligent  Com- 
panions he  makes  these  observations : — 

"The  faithful  Companions  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  they  are  leaders  in  a  cause  valuable  to  mankind. 

"If  the  degrees  are  not  efficiently  conferred  the  symbolic 
lessons  are  not  pictured   so  as  to  engage  the  attention  and 
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incite  the  interest  of  the  Companions.  If  they  are  well  con- 
ferred and  do  not  appeal  to  the  mind  and  imagination  of 
the  individual  Companion  I  doubt  if  he  will  ever  become 
more  than  a  dues-paying  member." 

And  generally  in  his  conclusion  he  urges  to  active 
duty  in  the  following  words:  — 

"Keep  the  central  fires  of  the  Masonic  hearth  burning 
brightly  for  the  future.  I  have  pictured  as  best  I  could  the 
beautiful  relation  and  co-relation  between  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry and  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  how  the  former  is 
a  rounding  out  in  full  and  complete  beauty  of  the  Masonic 
life — a  giving  of  something  to  satisfy  and  animate  its  spirit 
and  quest. 

"I  have  urged  a  study  of  its  history,  its  philosophy  and 
purpose  and  have  counseled  the  Companions  to  guard  against 
the  demoralizing  influence  of  apathy  or  indifference. 

"If  the  practice  of  our  Masonic  principles  reaps  the  right 
kind  of  hearvest  each  Mason  ought  to  add  something  to  his 
Masonic  character  by  his  contact  and  association  with  the 
fellowship  of  the  fraternity — with  the  collective  force  of  the 
whole." 

"We  are  embarked  on  something  more  than  a  business 
enterprise,  we  are  on  the  high  seas  of  a  great  moral  and 
spiritual  adventure." 

The  Grand  Orator  spoke  of  Jerusalem  as  the  back- 
ground of  Capitular  Masonry  and  recommended  for 
reading,  (to  us  in  Canada  as  to  his  own  Nevada 
Companions),  the  following  books:  — 

"Croly's  'Tarry  Thou  Till  I  Come.' 
Pickard's  'In  the  Palace  of  Amuhia.' 
Davis'  'Belshazzar.' 

"The  first,  for  at  least  a  description  of  the  Temple;  the 
second,  for  scenes  in  the  life  of  the  Hebrews  during  the 
exile  in  Babylon;  the  third,  because  it  presents  a  vivid  picture 
of  the  rule  of  the  mighty  Belshazzar,  the  fall  of  Babylon, 
followed  by  the  order  of  Cyrus,  liberating  the  captives." 

He  also  quotes  largely  from  Wild's  Evolution  of 
the  Hebrew  people  and  speaks  of  the  Chapter  always 
being  on  the  side  of  freedom: — 

"We  wonder  why  it  is  that  the  Capitular  degrees  are 
not  viewed  with  more  interest  than  they  are.  The  reason  is, 
in  my  opinion,  not  far  to  seek.  If  they  could  be  made  more 
interesting,  the  Companions  would  attend  the  meetings. 

"The  Carbonari  said  that  their  aim  was  'to  free  the  wood 
from  the  wolves!'  In  other  words,  the  destruction  of 
tyranny." 
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The  Student's  Loan  Fund  amounts  to  over 
$2,500. 

Membership,  660.     Net  gain,  1. 

Many  memorial  pages  follow,  the  keynote  being 
this  verse: — 

"Be  brave,  0  heart,  be  brave; 
It  is  not  strange  that  man  survives  the  grave; 
Twould  be  stranger  thing  were  he  destroyed 
Than  that  he  ever  vaulted  from  the  void." 

At  the  date  of  these  Proceedings  there  was  no 
Grand  Representative  of  Canada  in  Nevada. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK  (not  received). 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

James  Littlefield,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  Convocation  was 
held  in  Concord,  May  15th,  1928. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  responded  to  the 
call  of  duty  and  good  will.  Canada's  Grand  Repre- 
sentative did  not  appear. 

Distinguished  visitors  from  Maine,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  New  York  and  Rhode  Island  were 
welcomed  in  this  concordant  centre  of  hospitality. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  spoke  of  those  who  had 
passed  as  follows:  — 

"Let  us  pause  a  moment,  and,  in  silence,  with  contrite 
hearts,  pay  loving  tribute  to  those  of  our  'fellow-worshippers 
in  the  temple,'  who  have  been  called  to  the  Great  Beyond." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  and  Comp.  Olin  H.  Chase, 
were  diligent  visitors  of  sister  Jurisdictions.  We 
remember  Comp.  Chase  at  Quebec  with  pleasure. 

Membership,  5,843.     Loss,  32. 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  ordered  to  call  in  all 
the  old  Rituals  supplied  by  General  Grand  Chapter. 

Rev.  Arthur  M.  Dunstan  represents  Canada,  and 
WTalter  H.  Davis,  of  Hamilton,  represents  New 
Hampshire. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Review  is  an  in- 
teresting contribution  to  the  work  of  the  Square 
Table.  It  is  by  Charles  B.  Spofford.  In  his  Fore- 
word he  says: — 
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"The  annual  reviews  of  Capitular  Masonry  have  be- 
come in  most  Grand  Chapters  a  contribution  to  the  advance- 
ment of  thought,  in  what  is  usually  designated  as  progress. 

"Judges,  scholars,  the  preacher  and  the  layman,  all  have 
contributed  to  the  general  store  of  what  most  of  us  may 
term  usefulness  to  our  Fraternity.  The  Masonic  Homes 
with  their  increasing  capacity,  are  largely  endowed. 

"Educational  funds  in  several  states,  with  loans  *for 
higher  scholarship,  and  opportunities,  have  met  with  ready 
acceptance. 

"The  stage  is  set.  The  players,  come  and  go,  and  each 
in  his  day  plays  many  parts.  We  cannot  all  have  a  leading 
character,  but  that  we  have  been  selected  to  play  any,  is 
a  satisfaction  in  our  feeble  way  of  assisting  in  the  perform- 
ance." 

He  says  that  of  the  65  Grand  Chapters,  57  are 
on  the  Continent  of  North  America,  with  8  in  Can- 
ada. 

Canada  is  briefly  reviewed  by  our  colleague,  who 
speaks  well  of  the  historical  review  and  summary 
by  Grand  Z.  Dunstan.  The  Keystone  dimensions 
as  given  in  our  Proceedings,  are  re-copied  for  the 
enlightenment  of  the  readers.  This  reviewer  is 
generously  credited  with  the  title,  "Dr."  and  is  kindly 
called  "a  master  of  English  and  a  distinguished  co- 
labourer."  He  gives  a  good  excuse  for  the  absence 
of  our  Grand  Representative,  A.  M.  Dunstan,  owing 
to  a  serious  surgical  operation  and  motor  accident. 
This  Reviewer  knows  how  to  sympathize. 

Speaking  of  our  review  and  England,  he  adds: — 

"He  apparently  is  amused  at  our  comment  on  the  English 
list  of  notables,  as  suggesting  a  Democracy  of  thought,  when 
we  inferred  that  Masonry  needed  no  extra  titles,  of  birth 
or  social  recognition,  much  less  military." 

This  we  read  in  his  review  of  England: — 

"As  usual  the  list  of  those  in  attendance  is  given  in 
full,  with  military,  civic,  and  collegiate  titles  or  degrees. 
Their  official  list  also  includes  officers,  which  we  recognize 
in  official  Knights  Templar,  for  example,  Sword  Bearer,  and 
Standard  Bearer." 

Illinois  furnishes  him  with  an  interesting  com- 
ment:— 

"  'The  Book  of  the  Law'  was  not  written  when  Melchi- 
ZEDEK  was  the  presiding  officer  and  conferred  the  degree. 
As  most  of   our   Companions    never    knew    they    presented 


APPENDIX  133 

Bibles  in  Chapters.  As  there  is  nothing  supreme  in  authority 
over  our  own,  here  is  an  opportunity  to  start  another  'Gen- 
eral Grand  Something  or  Other.'  " 

He  pays  a  tribute  to  Ohio  with  its  great  Ma- 
sonic Home,  the  largest  in  the  United  States. 

We  notice  that  Harry  Morrison  Cheney  is  Grand 
Secretary  and  also  Recorder  of  the  Order  of  High 
Priesthood.     His  name  is  known  everywhere. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Charles  D.  McCracken,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

There  is  here  an  interesting  interchange  of 
active  Grand  Officers  occasioned  by  the  lamented 
death  of  the  late  Grand  Secretary  Reger,  and  it 
worked  out  in  this  way.  After  his  death  the  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  Victor  H.  Pugh,  was  appointed 
Grand  Secretary.  He,  at  the  end  of  the  meeting 
was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  succeeding 
year  and  the  retiring  G.H.P.  McCracken  was  elected 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  Seventy-second  Annual  Convocation  con- 
vened at  Trenton,  May  9th,  1928,  with  a  splendid 
array  of  nineteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  digni- 
fying the  Grand  East. 

Canada  was  as  usual,  represented  by  the  ever 
faithful  Godfrey  Pittis. 

Many  distinguished  visitors  were  welcomed. 
The  greeting  accorded  Pennsylvania  is  most  appro- 
priate:— 

"There  is  a  particular  touch  of  appropriateness  in  this 
fraternal  visitation  in  that  you  territorially  so  near  and 
fraternally  so  dear  to  us  come  from  the  city  of  'brotherly 
love'  and  the  Keystone  State." 

And  that  accorded  New  York  also: — 

"Geographically,  our  Grand  Chapters  are  separated  by  a 
little  stream  of  water,  but  Masonically  we  are  one  and  in- 
separable, being  bound  together  by  so  many  ties  of  com- 
panionship and  association." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  an  able  address. 
From  his  introduction  this  line  will  give  the  pur- 
pose:— 
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"You  will  gain  some  information  and  inspiration  that 
will  be  beneficial  to  you  and  your  respective  Chapters. 

"We  pause  for  a  moment  with  reverent  breath, 
To  speak  of  that  Angel  whom  mortals  call  death." 

This  applies  to  all  Jurisdictions  through  Pen- 
nsylvania's action: — 

"High  Priests  should  call  the  Chapter  from  labour  to 
refreshment,  'for  the  purpose  of  obligating  the  visitor  in 
such  degrees  in  which  he  is  deficient,'  and  shall  also  instruct 
him  in  the  necessary  modes  of  recognition,  after  which  the 
Chapter  will  be  called  from  refreshments  to  labour  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  usual  way." 

Membership,  20,471.     Net  increase,  238. 
The  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  Grand  Officers 
said:  — 

"Grand  Chapter  owes  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  this 
corps  of  District  Deputies,  who  sacrifice  their  own  time  and 
comfort  and  by  their  unselfiish  devotion  to  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry help  to  build  up  that  great  invisible  structure  that 
spreads  its  exalted  teachings  to  the  farthermost  corners  of 
this  blessed  land  of  ours." 

From  the  speech  of  the  jolly  G.H.P.  Swetland. 
of  Pennsylvania,  we  get  a  knightly  and  sprightly 
story:  — 

"There  was  a  difference  between  English  knights  and 
Irish  night.  A  bally  Englishman  was  making  his  first  call 
to  America,  landed  in  New  York,  and  in  the  morning  got  up 
in  his  hotel  and  strolled  down  the  street,  and  having  a 
cigarette  in  his  hand  he  began  to  look  for  a  light,  and  he 
noticed  an  Irish  lad  standing  in  front  of  one  of  the  buildings 
and  he  approached  him  and  he  says,  'I  beg  pardon,  could 
you  give  me  a  light?'  'Sure,'  and  he  produced  the  match 
and  the  cigarette  was  lighted,  and  the  Englishman  became 
talkative,  but  no  word  from  the  Irish  lad,  and  he  finally 
said  to  him,  with  his  monocle  in  his  eye.  'A  wonderful  city 
you  have  here,  wonderful;  it  is  my  first  trip  here.'  He 
says,  'I  am  a  deuced  stranger,  you  know,  but  over  in  my 
own  country,  from  where  I  came,  I  am  a  man  of  great 
importance,  Sir  Francis  Daffay  is  my  name;  I  am  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  Knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  Knight  of  the 
Iron  Cross.  By  the  way,  my  man,  would  you  mind  telling 
me  your  name?'  'No,  sir;  my  name  is  Mike  Murphy,  last 
night  and  the  night  before  that,  to-night,  to-morrow  night 
and  every  damn  night,  Mike  Murphy.'  " 
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The  Committee  on  Necrology  of  which  Godfrey 
Pittis,  Canada's  Representative,  is  Chairman,  pre- 
sented a  brief  and  poetical  report. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Kenneth  J.  Dunstan  represents 
New  Jersey. 

The  Grand  Convention  of  Anointed  High  Priests 
was  largely  attended.  Of  the  death  of  their  mem- 
bers a  touching  memorial  was  adopted  in  which  is 
this  verse: — 

"Until  the  shadows  from  this  earth  are  cast; 
Until  He  gathers  in  His  sheaves  at  last; 
Until  the  twilight  gloom  is  overpassed, 
Good   Night!" 

The  Correspondence  is  for  the  fourth  time  in 
the  kindly  grip  of  the  hand  of  the  Grand  Chaplain, 
Rt.  Wor.  Brother  A.  Boylan  Fitz-Gerald,  who  in 
his  introduction  gives  us  (as  all  through  his  review) 
something  to  think  about: — 

"The  investigations  which  we  have  made  for  the  fourth 
time  have  given  us  a  little  closer  relation  to  about  fifty  Grand 
Jurisdictions. 

"To  us  it  is  the  outstanding  glory  of  Masonry  to  have  such 
a  deep  and  fundamental  truth  that  it  may  be  expressed  so 
beautifully  and  in  so  many  different  ways,  and  that  it  may 
be  preserved  and  advanced  with  machinery  that  differs  so 
widely  as  is  the  case  in  the  Chapters  throughout  the  world. 

"Most  all  of  the  Grand  Chapters  call  the  Craft  to  a  high 
idealism  and  endeavor  to  recall  to  the  membership  the  noble 
purposes  that  are  taught  in  Capitular  Masonry.  Legislation 
is  usually  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  Masonry  a  greater 
dynamic,  a  more  vital  force  and  a  more  practical  agent  than 
ever.  They  insist  that  the  principles  are  to  be  made  a  part 
of  every  day  life  and  that  as  a  result  a  Mason  is  to  be  a 
citizen  of  whom  the  State  may  be  proud,  and  a  builder  that 
is  to  be  a  workman  that  needs  not  to  be  ashamed. 

"Since  there  has  been  such  improvement  in  this  side  of 
Masonry  lately,  we  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  before  long 
there  will  be  little  of  the  light  and  flippant,  the  careless  and 
indifferent." 

We  read  under  Alberta: — 

"May  our  deliberations  be  characterized  by  serious,  con- 
structive thought,  devoid  of  selfishness,  bigotry,  and  in- 
tolerance— peace  and  harmony  prevailing.  Of  course,  this 
ought  to  be  the  case  with  Masons.  Genuine  Brotherly  Love 
is  bound  to  be  tolerant,  open-minded  and  altruistic.  His 
prayer  for  Alberta  is  our  prayer  for  all  mankind." 
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Under  Arkansas  he  hopes  that  "Canada"  has 
channged  her  name  to  Ontario.  Not  yet  my  friend 
and  colleague.  We  are  very  conservative  here  and 
retain  by  right  the  honoured  name  of  the  old  Mother 
Grand  Chapter. 

As  to  Grand  Officers  working  the  Grand  Arch 
Degree  he  says  under  California: — 

"With  him  we  feel  that  they  are  too  busy  to  be  doing 
this  frequently  and  also  that  it  ought  to  be  an  event  of  great 
importance  and  interest." 

Canada  for  1927  and  for  1928,  receives  no  less 
than  ten  full  pages  of  analysis  and  kindly  comments. 
He  speaks  of  the  appropriate  response  made  by 
Comp.  Dunstan  to  the  welcome  at  Ottawa  and  also 
of  his  warm  and  cordial  greetings  under  "foreign 
relations,"  saying: — 

"This  is  the  way  Royal  Arch  Masons  should  live  with 
themselves  and  their  fellows  all  over  the  world." 

As  to  the  grant  to  the  Sick  Children's  Hospital 
he  has  nothing  but  words  of  praise: — 

"This  is  a  work  that  is  a  needy  work  and  one  which  most 
everybody  appreciates.  Canada  is  entitled  to  much  esteem 
because  of  this  kind  of  effort." 

Jle  speaks  of  other  very  telling  and  true  state- 
ments made  by  the  Grand  Z.  and  as  to  inter-visita- 
tions he  adds: — 

"This  is  sound,  for  how  can  we  know  who  our  Companions 
are  and  what  they  are  unless  we  cultivate  their  acquaint- 
ance?" 

He  is  too  kind  to  this  Reviewer  who  would  like 
to  realize  that  he  merits  the  commendation  given: — 

"He  uses  a  most  delightful  style  and  all  that  he  says  is  in 
such  a  pleasing  and  interesting  way  that  one  is  the  better 
educated  both  Masonically  and  scholastically.  He  exhibits 
such  a  breadth  of  knowledge,  uses  so  many  telling  similes 
and  metaphors  that  it  is  a  treat  to  follow  him  as  he  so 
poetically  carries  you  on  with  his  rhythm." 

He  comments  on  the  fact  that  there  is  no  notice 
of  a  Convention  of  High  Priests.  We  have  no  High 
Priests  in  our  Royal  Arch  and  the  Order  of  High 
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Priesthood  recently  established  has  nothing  to  do 
with  Capitular  Masonry  here. 

Under  our  Proceedings  of  1928  he  says: — 

"Originally  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  held  Juris- 
diction over  all  of  Canada  except  Prince  Edward  Island  and 
it  also  had  several  Chapters  working  under  warrants  in 
Australia.  To-day  the  Jurisdiction  is  confined  to  Ontario 
and  one  Chapter  in  the  Yukon." 

Here  is  a  wise  comment  on  Grand  Z.  Dunstan's 
emphasis  on  the  responsibility  that  our  lives  should 
adorn  the  ethics  and  principles  we  teach: — 

"It  is  easy  to  take  vows  and  subscribe  to  principles  and 
then  act  as  if  we  had  not." 

Speaking  of  Blackballs  and  our  permitting  the 
Companions  to  inspect  the  ballot,  he  shows  the 
divergence  between  us  and  New  Jersey  saying: — 

"All  this  to  us  is  very  strange,  for  no  one  has  a  right 
to  ask  what  the  ballot  contained  or  to  examine  it  save  the 
council  officers  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  tell  what  it  con- 
tained and  no  one  has  a  right  to  tell  how  he  voted.  The 
ballot  is  taken,  examined  by  the  council  officers  and  then  de- 
clared clear  or  not  clear  as  the  case  may  be,  and  one  black 
ball  rejects  the  candidate  without  anything  further." 

As  to  our  non-recognition  of  the  doctrine  of 
physical  perfection  (it  never  was  a  land-mark),  he 
agrees: — 

"The  spiritual  qualifications  are  the  things  that  commend 
and  not  the  physical.  This  is  becoming  more  noticeable 
every  year." 

Of  our  Chapter  benevolence  he  gives  these  words 
of  encouragement: — 

"There  are  those  that  scatter  and  are  rich  and  those  that 
withhold  more  than  is  mete  and  have  naught." 

The  1928  Review  again  pleased  our  genial  and 
thoughtful  Brother:  — 

"Before  his  keen  sight  have  come  sixty-two  Grand  Pro- 
ceedings, each  in  turn  to  receive  careful  and  brotherly  treat- 
ment. His  excerpts  from  the  Proceedings  are  very  well  taken 
and  the  few  words  which  he  injects  here  and  there  give 
them  additional  meaning." 

His  Review  closes  with  this  under  Wyoming: — 

"In  Wyoming  it  is  customary  to  present  to  each  new 
member  a  beautiful  bound   Bible,  with  gold  embossed  High 


138  APPENDIX 

Priesthood  emblem  thereon,  a  parchment  diploma  and  an 
enameled  solid  gold  lapel  button.  This  is  all  omitted  in 
New  Jersey  except  the  copy  of  the  Bible  to  the  one  Compan- 
ion who  is  the  exemplar." 

Our  colleague  analyzes  well  and  presents  a  com- 
plete report. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

Samuel  E.  Wood,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Magdalena,  February  23rd,  1928.  Only  Four  Past 
High  Priests  out  of  twenty  surviving  were  faithful 
to  duty  in  the  Grand  East  in  support  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest.     This  is  not  any  one  man's  job. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said  touchingly  with  re- 
gard to  the  death  of  the  Grand  Treasurer: — 

"Companion  Spitz  was  loved  and  honoured  by  all.  It 
was  a  privilege  to  call  him  friend.     A  pleasure  to  grasp  his 

hand." 

With  regard  to  the  finances    and  state    of   the 

Royal  Craft  the  Grand  High  Priest  further  says, 

showing  the  difficulties  encountered  in  relatively 
sparsely  settled  Jurisdictions: — 

"Owing  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  funds,  it  is  impossible 
to  keep  a  Grand  Lecturer  in  the  field;  and  due  to  the  vast 
territory  necessary  to  be  covered,  it  is  impossible  for  your 
Grand  High  Priest  to  keep  in  personal  touch  with  the  sub- 
ordinate Chapters." 

Progress  is  being  made  however  along  other  and 
solid  lines:  — 

"Great  credit  is  due  to  the  Committee  on  Revision  of 
Law;  and  to  our  Grand  Secretary  for  the  neat,  attractive, 
carefully  indexed  volume  which  contains  our  Constitution, 
By-Laws,  approved  decisions,  official  forms  and  other  matter 
of  interest  and  instruction." 

The  great  work  of  the  Sojourners'  Club  at  Fort 
Bayard  in  the  way  of  relief  and  entertainment  for 
Tubercular  inmates  is  praised  and  the  Grand  High 
Priest  reported  a  grant  of  $200  annually  by  General 
Grand  Chapter. 
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He  quotes  also  from  the  remarks  of  President 
Stockwell,  whose  word  goes  far,  everywhere: — 

"No  one  who  studies  the  situation  doubts  the  real  need 
of  giving  aid  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Southwest." 

As  to  the  absence  of  Foreign  Correspondence 
and  the  hope  for  the  future  the  Grand  High  Priest 
says: — 

"After  carefully  going  into  the  matter,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  our  finances  would  not  permit  the  added  expense 
of  editing  and  printing  this  addition  to  our  Proceedings 
at  this  time.  During  the  past  year  I  have  received  much 
pleasure  and  instruction  from  reading  the  Proceedings  from 
other  Jurisdictions  coming  to  my  desk.  I  trust  there  will 
be  sufficient  funds  available  this  coming  year,  to  add  a  credit- 
able review." 

His  final  remarks  are  so  pertinent  that  we  gladly 
reproduce  them:  — 

"The  severe  and  long  continued  drouth,  depreciated  values 
in  our  agricultural  and  livestock  industries  and  the  numerous 
bank  failures  over  the  state  have  been  a  contributing  factor 
to  our  small  gain  in  new  members. 

"I  do  not  believe  in  working  a  hardship  upon  a  Companion, 
who  through  sickness  or  misfortune  becomes  temporarily 
unable  to  meet  this  obligation. 

"Diplomacy  and  continued  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Sec- 
retatry  in  collecting  dues,  will  in  many  cases  save  suspension. 

"Some  how,  some  way,  somewhere  there  is  something- 
lacking  to  hold  the  continued  interest  of  many  of  our  mem- 
bers who  seem  to  lose  interest  in  Masonic  affairs  so  soon 
after  the  degrees  are  conferred.  Possibly  we  gauge  our 
standing  in  the  Masonic  world  largely  upon  the  number  of 
degrees  conferred;  or  boast  too  loudly  of  the  majestic 
Temples  we  build;  forgetting  our  Brethren  in  distress  who 
need  our  aid.  We  are  labouring  on  the  Tower  of  Babel 
when  we  should  be  engaged  in  the  noble  and  glorious  work 
of  rebuilding  the  House  of  the  Lord. 

"It  is  not  necesary  for  a  man  to  be  a  Mason  to  be  a 
good  citizen;  but  it  is  essential  that  a  good  Mason  be  a  good 
citizen." 

Membership,  2,065.     Net  loss,  29. 

Grand  Chapter  declared  itself  in  complete  har- 
mony and  sympathy  with  Grand  Lodge  in  the  fight 
against  Tuberculosis  in  which  New  Mexico  leads. 

The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  was  established 
by  Grand  Chapter. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  takes 
for  its  text  these  well  known  lines: — 

"Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall 

And    flowers  to  wither  at  the  North-wind's    breath, 
And  stars  to  set; — but  all, 

Thou  hast  all  seasons  for  thine  own,  O  death!" 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Neville  W.  Montagu,  M.E.  Grand  First  Princi- 
pal. 

At  a  special  Convocation  at  Sydney,  held  9th 
February,  1927.  This  regulation  was  confirmed: — 
"No  Companion  shall  be  elected  to  any  office  in  Grand 
Chapter  (except  those  of  Grand  Organist  and  Grand  Jan- 
itor), unless  he  be  an  Installed  First  Principal." 

A  conference  held  with  the  District  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Scotland,  was  futher  adjourned. 

The  D.G.  of  C.  reporting  on  the  inspection  of  a 
Chapter  at  Woolwich  says  that  he  was  assured  that 
the  competition  of  the  Scottish  Chapter  was  not  af- 
fecting this  Chapter  and  that  small  attendance  was 
due  to  the  inclement  weather.  He  reported  that 
the  ladies  had  prepared  a  very  excellent  South. 
Note  this  phrase  as  signifying  refreshments. 

The  exchange  of  Fraternal  Correspondence  with 
Canada  is  reported. 

The  Grand  Inspector  of  Workings  makes  a  de- 
tailed report  as  to  the  Districts. 

A  regular  Convocation  was  held  in  Sydney,  11th 
May,  1927.  Grand  First  Principal  Montagu  reports 
many  visitations  and  also  the  fact  that  he  person- 
ally presented  the  address  of  Grand  Chapter  at 
Government  House  to  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  York. 

Seventeen  Districts  are  reported  on  by  the  Grand 
Inspector  of  Workings. 

A  very  interesting  lecture  on  King  Solomon's 
Temple  and  the  R.A.  Degree  was  given  by  Ex. 
Comp.  Stowe.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on  record 
of  a  lecture  being  given  as  an  adjunct  to  Grand 
Chapter. 
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Regular  Convocation  was  held  at  Sydney  10th 
August,  1927. 

Grand  First  Principal  noted  a  presentation  to 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Hutchinson  because  the  Chapter's 
handsome  banners  had  been  made  exclusively  by  his 
wife.  Why  then  was  not  the  presentation  chival- 
rously made  to  the  wife? 

Regular  Convocation,  Sydney,  9th  November, 
1927. 

A  letter  was  sent  to  all  the  other  Australian 
Jurisdictions  asserting  claim  for  N.S.W.  to  the 
Federal  Territory  of  Canberra,  the  new  Capital. 
This  was  virtually  admitted.  Part  of  the  idea  be- 
hind this  official  movement  was  probably  in  order 
to  assert  supremacy  over  Scotland,  which  had  estab- 
lished a  Chapter  there.    ' 

In  the  Grand  First  Principal's  address,  we 
read : — 

"I  feel  quite  sure  that  you  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that 
we  are  in  a  flourishing  condition  both  financially  and  other- 
wise, and  that  none  of  our  Chapters  have  surrendered  their 
Charters,  while  on  the  other  hand  we  have  dedicated,  and  in 
the  near  future  are  about  to  dedicate  new  Chapters. 

A  special  Convocation  was  held  in  Sydney,  26th 
November,  1927,  when  Grand  First  Principal  Z. 
Montagu  and  the  other  newly  elected  Officers  of 
Grand  Chapter  were  installed. 

Canada  was  represented  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Mc- 
Creadie. 

A  handsome  picture  of  the  Grand  Z.  adorns  a 
page  of  the  Proceedings. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Tudhope  represents  New 
South  Wales. 

The  brief  Foreign  Correspondence  Review  is 
fathered  by  a  Committee  of  five  but  the  various  re- 
views are  not  credited  specially  to  any  individual. 
They  vary  greatly  in  merit  and  in  length.  In  their 
Foreword  they  speak  generally  of  the  fact  that  the 
Capitular  Degrees  are  receiving  more  attention  from 
Craft  Brethren  than  previously,  also  that  many 
Grand  Chapters  are  giving  attention  to  the  welfare 
of  Masonic  children. 
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As  to  Scotland  and  her  troublesome  children 
they  say: — 

"Surely  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  has  ample  scope 
in  its  own  territory,  and  unoccupied  territories  to  dispense 
the  beauties  of  R.A.  Masonry.  However,  we  hope  that  time 
will  bring  its  cure  and  Peace  and  Harmony  may  reign 
amongst  all  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  World." 

California  is  well  reviewed  and  special  notice 
is  paid  to  two  meetings  reported  there,  one  "amid 
the  glories  of  a  natural  temple"  and  the  other 
*  'among  the  everlasting  redwoods  in  God's  Cathed- 
ral." 

Canada  is  dismissed  with  half  a  page  composed 
entirely  of  three  short  quotations  from  Grand  Z. 
Dunstan's  address. 

Reporting  on  a  Chapter  in  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia of  over  1,200  the  Committee  says  that  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  the  average  attendance 
at  stated  Convocations  which  are  held  twice  a 
month.     Will  the  District  of  Columbia  inform  him? 

Mother  England  gets  a  third  of  a  page  with 
little  information. 

This  from  Idaho  is  worth  while: — 

"We   note   that   the   Jurisdiction   of   Pennsylvania   boasts 
that  the  market  value  of  its  securities  now  amount  to  142,- 
990,000    dollars.       Truly    American.      What    do     you    think 
of  this   excerpt  from  the  address   of  Grand  High   Priest   of 
Pennsylvania.      Speaking  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  he   says: 
"  'Friendship  like  a  noble  river, 
Rolls  its  peaceful  waters  by; 
Tempest    tossed    and    troubled    never — 
Gliding  to  eternity.' 
"Some    Secretary  this!    But   then    we    remember  the   ex- 
pression is  poetry." 

West  Virginia  closes  thus  and  this  closes  the 
review  of  our  New  South  Wales  colleagues: — 

"He  remarks  that  it  is  a  difficult  problem  to  write  an  in- 
teresting review  of  foreign  Grand  Chapters,  inasmuch  as 
'the  minutes  are  written  up  in  an  entirely  different  manner, 
and  it  would  appear  that  they  feared  to  publish  their  trans- 
actions in  their  entirety.'  We  can  assure  our  Companion 
that  so  far  as  New  South  Wales  is  concerned,  we  have  no 
such  fear." 
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NEW  YORK. 

M.  Ex.  Charles  Hammel,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-first  Annual  Con- 
vocation convened  in  Albany  (the  old  try  sting 
place)   February  7th,  1928. 

Thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  all  bearing 
names  well  known  to  this  Reviewer  and  to  the  Royal 
Craft  universal,  were  grouped  in  and  graced  the 
Grand  East. 

No  less  than  41  Grand  Representatives  answered 
to  roll  call.  Among  them  the  ever  faithful  Edward 
F.  Rolle  representing  Canada. 

223  of  the  228  Chapters  were  represented. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Dunstan  was  greeted  thus:  — 
"Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
America  greets  you. 

"Our  relations,  Most  Excellent  Sir,  have  been  such  that 
words  are  needless  to  express  to  you  our  love  and  esteem. 
I  will  ask  you  kindly  to  step  into  our  Council  and  meet  with 
us  during  our  sessions.  We  feel  honoured  by  having  you 
with  us." 

Then  followed  a  galaxy  of  distinguished  visitors, 
north,  south  and  west.  New  York's  hospitality 
abounds. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Hamilton  in  his  response  gave 
some  interesting  information  and  some  appealing 
hopes: — 

"Pennsylvania  was  number  seven,  and,  in  the  diagram 
drawn  by  Franklin,  was  in  the  shape  of  a  keystone.  There 
the  State  got  its  name  as  the  'Keystone  State,'  which  it 
wears  so  proudly  to-day. 

"Is  it  thinkable  that  with  our  connections  as  to-day  there 
could  be  a  war  between  the  East  and  West  and  North  and 
South?  That  can  never  be.  Not  until  the  beneficent  in- 
fluence of  Masonry  (which  God  forbid)  shall  be  wiped  from 
the  record  of  time. 

"I  trust  I  have  suggested  something  which  may  lead  to 
some  thought  and  study,  and  may  explain  why,  although  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  has  been  shorn  of  its  authority,  it 
still  functions  and  fulfills  the  place  of  honour  and  dignity 
and  kindly  efforts  which  may  be  reaped  by  all  who  wish 
them." 

Special  conventions  of  the  Order  of  High  Priest- 
hood were  held  in  order  to  remove  disabilities. 
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The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  conferred  by  Can- 
ada by  courtesy  on  James  Douglas. 

Of  intervisiting  the  Grand  High  Priest  well 
said: —   • 

"Through  the  interchange  of  these  fraternal  visits  our 
chain  of  friendship  and  co-operation  is  more  closely  linked 
and  the  benefits  derived  therefrom  are  greatly  enhanced." 

He  promulgated  an  appealing  message  which 
concluded  as  follows: — 

"Explain  to  them  that  the  Grand  Chapter  feels  that  it 
has  found  its  field  of  labour,  which  is   Tuberculosis  Relief. 
"Let  our  motto  be,  'Help  Our  Companions.'  " 

Of  general  Masonic  usage  as  influencing  de- 
cisions, the  Grand  High  Priest  said:  — 

"General  Masonic  usage  is,  that  all  votes  upon  proposi- 
tions coming  before  Masonic  bodies  where  the  method  of 
voting  is  not  especially  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  shall 
be  by  show  of  hands,  and,  therefore,  my  decision  is  that  a 
vote  taken  any  other  way  is  unlawful." 

Another  decision  was: — 

"Assessment  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  entertainment 
to  the  membership  is  not  legal  and  cannot  be  levied. 

"If  the  assessment  of  members  is  not  legal,  then  Com- 
panions cannot  be  dropped  for  N.P.D.  if  they  fail  to  pay 
the  illegal  assessment." 

The  Tuberculosis  Fund  now  amounts  to  $30,000, 
a  splendid  beginning  of  a  great  work. 

We  quote  the  following  from  another  edict  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest: — 

"In  some  parts  of  this  Jurisdiction  a  custom  has  arisen 
of  receiving  in  Chapters  delegations  of  Companions,  in  uni- 
forms, and  not  properly  clothed  as  Royal  Arch  Masons.  This 
is  an  infraction  of  the  ancient  customs  and  usages  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  and  cannot  be  tolerated.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
High  Priest  to  see  that  no  Companion  is  permitted  to  enter 
his  Chapter  who  does  not  wear  a  Chapter  Apron." 

Membership,  72,423.  Net  increase,  11  as  con- 
trasted with  last  year's  increase  of  836. 

The  Committee  on  Tuberculosis  Relief  headed 
by  Comps.  Stagg,  Chevalier,  and  Condit,  made  a 
long  and  appealing  report. 
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The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  did  not  wholly 
approve  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in 
permitting  Knights  Templar  to  enter  Chapter  rooms 
in  uniform  even  ivith  the  apron  of  the  R.A.M. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Harcourt  is  the 
genial  Grand  Representative  of  New  York. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence reviewed  61  brother  Jurisdictions.  It 
is  by  Comp.  George  E.  Briggs  and  bears  the  impress 
of  his  personality.     In  his  introduction  he  says: — 

"We  have  been  permitted  in  this  work  to  read  some 
wonderful  addresses  by  Grand  High  Priests  and  Grand  Offi- 
cers; gaze  upon  photographs  of  many  handsome  and  some 
homely  men,  statistics  that  would  make  one  dizzy  and  a 
fit  subject  for  a  straight  jacket;  covers  of  Proceedings 
gorgeous  in  design,  colouring  and  typography;  we  have 
studied  Roman  numerals  until  we  were  ready  to  'cuss;'  have 
seen  many  duplications  of  city  and  village  names  in  various 
States. 

"And  from  all  this  labyrinth  and  maze  of  actions  and  ad- 
dresses, pictures  and  print,  tables  and  text,  addenda  and 
appendices  we  have  dug  out,  compiled  and  set  down  for  the 
perusal  of  our  Companions  the  following  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  find  something  of  interest  and  of  value  and  that 
they  will  at  least  deal  kindly  with  my  first  effort  as  a  re- 
viewer." 

A  good  business-like  analysis  of  Canada  is  given, 
commenting  upon  the  attendance  of  our  Grand  Offi- 
cers, the  reception  at  Ottawa,  including  the  happy 
delegation  from  New  York,  our  nearest  neighbors 
who  are  always  welcome.  He  says  that  Grand  Z. 
Dunstan's  address  was  short  but  full  of  substance 
and  he  quotes  from  his  conclusion  with  approval. 
He  refers  to  our  charitable  donations  and  to  our 
amended  Ritual.  Our  financial  assets  are  described 
as  "a  most  comfortable  state  of  affairs."  This  Re- 
viewer is  approved  as  well  known  in  New  York. 

Under  District  of  Columbia  our  colleague  says 
that  a  clarion  call  for  efficient  leadership  and  the 
qualifications  which  it  requires,  was  sounded. 

This  under  England: — 

"The  Proceedings  do  not  convey  to  us  much  enlightening 
information  of  the  general  activities  of  the  year.  No  sta- 
tistics of  membership,  Fraternal  Correspondence  or  Com- 
mittee   reports,   except   that   of  the    Committee     on     General 
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Purposes,  which  functioned  between  sessions  and  reported 
at  sessions,  their  recommendations  being  uniformly  adopted. 
The  first  four  pages  of  each  pamphlet  contained  long  lists 
of  Grand  Officers,  many  bearing  prefixes  and  affixes  of  titles, 
civic  and  royal  and  university  degrees." 

Manitoba  receives  this  tribute: — 

"Wording,  rhetoric  and  general  expression  employed  in 
dealing  with  his  theme  of  friendship  and  fraternity  were 
beautitful  and  inspiring." 

North  Carolina  always  interesting,  suggests 
another  nugget  of  information:  — 

"When  there  arrived  at  our  desk  two  bound  volumes  from 
the  Tar  Heel  State  we  assumed  the  big  thick  book  in  a 
gorgeous  red  cover,  was  the  Proceedings,  while  the  thinner 
one  in  the  elaborately  designed  red,  white  and  black  cover 
was  the  Review.  But  the  title  pages  proved  quite  the  con- 
trary. Our  hats  are  off  to  Companion  Allen  for  the  honour 
of  having  a  separate  volume  for  his  writings  and  the  privi- 
lege of  taking  100  more  pages  for  his  wonderfully  clear 
and  extended  review  than  the  Grand  Secretary  was  accorded 
for  the  Proceedings.  Companion  Allen  produced  a  com- 
pendium of  Capitular  Masonry  of  the  world." 

Under  Scotland  we  read  this  intriguing  re- 
view:— 

"The  133rd  Psalm  was  sung.  A  deputation  of  Grand 
Superintendents  retired  and  returned  with  the  Earl,  ac- 
companied by  a  retinue  of  Grand  Officers. 

"Other  business  routine  except — hold — under  caption 
'Harmony  Meetings'  'After  considerable  discussion  it  was 
agreed  that  in  future  at  the  Quarterly  Convocation  a  caterer 
should  be  in  charge  of  the  Harmony  Meetings  and  provide 
tea,  coffee  and  sandwiches;  that  Companions  desiring  re- 
freshments other  than  these  would  be  supplied  with  same 
on  payment.'  Pray  what  shall  we  infer  from  'other  than 
these?' 

"May  we  be  permitted  to  congratulate  the  Capitular  and 
Cryptic  Masons  of  Scotland  that  they  have  for  their  Chief 
such  a  charming,  companionable  and  democratic  gentleman 
and  one  so  well  versed  in  the  branches  of  Masonry  and  so 
well  posted  on  the  condition  of  the  Craft  he  so  loyally, 
capably  and  enthusiastically  represents." 

The  address  of  Grand  Chaplain  Broughton  on 
"Holding  On"  was  what  we  might  have  anticipated, 
most  excellent  throughout: — 

"Joseph  had,  too,  the  heroism  of  holding  fast  to  his  dreams. 

"Raleigh  was  a  'builder  of  dreams,'  and  due  to  that  to  the 

end  of  his  life  he  kept  his  faith  that  English  colonists  should 
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possess  the  New  World.  Indirectly,  at  least,  he  was  re- 
sponsibe  for  the  coming*  of  the  three  little  ships  that  brought 
our  fathers  to  Jamestown  those  many  years  ago,  in  1607, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  the  nation  you  and  I  love  to-day. 
How  was  this  nation  builded?  Because  men  dared  to  be- 
lieve in  their  dreams.  The  great  men  were  the  great 
dreamers. 

"Canada's  crowning  glory  is  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
Up  this  unknown  and  awe-inspiring  stream  sailed,  in  the 
fall  of  1535,  the  Canadian  Columbus,  Jaques  Cartier,  who 
named  the  river  after  the  saint  on  whose  fete  day  he  first 
entered  it.  Cartier  was  a  'builder  of  dreams,'  and  so  were 
Champlain/  Montcalm,  Frontenac,  La  Salle  and  Marquette. 
Had  they  not  been  'dreamers'  they  would  not  have  had  the 
vision  which  led  them  on  to  discovery  and  conquest. 
"Souls  are  built  as  temples  are, 

Based  on  Truth's  eternal  law, 

Sure  and  steadfast,  without  flaw. 

Through  the   sunshine,  through  the   snows, 

Up  and  on  the  building  goes ; 

Every  fair  thing  finds  its  place, 

Every  hard  thing  lends  a  grace, 

Every  hand  may  make  or  mar." 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  J.  Wallace,  Grand  Z. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  His  Excellency  General  Sir 
Charles  Fergusson,  Baronet,  LL.D.,  G.C.M.G., 
D.S.O.,  M.V.O.,  etc.,  First  Grand  Principal  Z.-elect. 

No  more  striking  frontispiece  in  any  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings in  the  world's  Jurisdictions  can  be  found 
than  the  portrait  of  the  Governor  General  of  New 
Zealand,  the  new  Grand  Z.  with  all  his  decorations 
for  heroic  work  well  done  both  as  soldier  and  as 
administrator. 

New  Zealand  Grand  Chapter  was  organized  1892. 
The  seal  has  of  course  the  double  triangle  within 
the  circle  with  a  little  different  arrangement  from 
that  usually  found.  On  the  left  side  we  read 
"H.K.T.,"  on  the  right  side  "H.B.,"  on  the  lower  side 
"S.K.I." 

The  Thirty-sixth  Convocation  was  held  in  Wel- 
lington, 29th  February,  1928.  Ten  Past  Grand 
Principals  were  honoured  in  the  Grand  East. 

Comp.  Gordon,  Depute  Grand  Z.,  said  that  it  af- 
forded him  great  pleasure  to  propose  for  election 
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His  Excellency  the  Governor  General  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
Sir  Charles  Fergusson.  The  occasion  was  unique 
in  that  he  had  been  nominated  by  every  Chapter  in 
New  Zealand.  It  was  recorded  that  he  is  already 
actively  engaged  as  First  Principal  of  Waterloo 
Chapter  and  has  endeared  himself  to  the  hearts  of 
all. 

Grand  Z.  Wallace  in  his  valedictory  address  said 
that  he  had  visited  every  Chapter  in  New  Zealand 
and  added: — 

"It  may  be  more  beneficial  to  help  these  struggling 
Chapters  than  to  organize  the  maximum  number  of  visits 
over  the  territory. 

"On  all  occasions  I  endeavoured  to  encourage  the  Com- 
panions to  do  the  work  as  well  as  possible  so  that  our 
ritual  should  lose  none  of  its  impressiveness,  but  I  en- 
deavoured at  the  same  time  to  impose  upon  them  that  the 
essential  part  of  our  work  is  not  legend,  but  the  carrying 
out  of  the  principles  of  Freemasonry." 

He  reported  the  consecration  of  four  new  Chap- 
ters. 

Here  is  a  personal  touch  from  the  report  of  the 
Supreme  Committee: — 

"M.E.  Comp.  Henry  Wetherilt  was  a  universally  respected 
citizen  of  virile  and  manly  fibre.  He  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  one  of  the  survivors  from  the  raft  which  got 
away  from  the  wreck  of  the  ill-fated  steamer  'Elingamite,' 
and  from  which  precarious  support  eight  persons  were  lost 
before  it  was  picked  up  on  the  high  seas.  The  people  on 
the  raft  were  adrift  in  mid-ocean  for  five  days  and  four 
nights  without  food  or  water,  and  on  Henry  Wetherilt,  a 
born  leader  of  men,  fell  the  task  of  maintaining  a  watch 
and  buoying  up  the  hopes  and  spirits  of  his  companions. 
He  lived  for  many  years  atfer  the  experience  to  review  it." 

This  is  noted  by  the  Commiittee  in  passing:  — 
"The  Prime  Minister  of  the  Dominion,  Right  Hon.  J.  G. 
Coates,  a  Past  Master  of  Franklin  Lodge,  is  a  candidate 
for  exaltation  in  this  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  will  without 
doubt  be  a  welcome  aquisition  to  the  Companions  of  North 
Auckland." 

As  to  ceremonial  music  and  R.A.  clothing  the 
Committee  say: — 

"As  in  the  case  of  Craft  Lodges,  the  officers  and  members 
have  a  discretion  which  they  should  be  permitted  to  exercise 
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according  to  their  judgment  and  the  particular  circum- 
stances, and  beyond  indicating  as  stated  above  that  the 
compilation  above  named,  to  which  reference  may  be  made 
by  enquirers,  will  probably  be  found  suitable  in  many  cases, 
it  is  not  thought  desirable  to  go  further. 

"Royal  Arch  Masons  are  expected  and  required  to  attend 
their  duties  in  the  regalia  appropriate  to  the  institution  of 
which  they  are  members.' 

The  Grand  Superintendents  of  all  the  Districts 
report  favourably. 

A  long  and  finely  conducted  debate  in  good  spirit 
with  strong  arguments  on  both  sides  took  place  as  a 
result  of  a  motion  that  the  old  rule  requiring  Officers 
of  Chapter  to  hold  Craft  rank  of  W.M.  or  Warden 
be  abrogated  and  that  merit  and  ability  alone  be 
the  test  for  election.  We  may  add  that  the  motion 
was  defeated  after  strong  opposition  by  the  veteran 
leaders  who  are  wedded  to  the  old  methods. 

Comp.  Mcintosh  said: — 

"The  restriction  that  is  now  imposed  should  be  abandoned 
and  all  members  of  the  Chapter  should  be  put  on  an  equal 
basis  with  the  Scottish  Chapters  that  are  in  our  midst. 
Their  progress  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  absence  of  such 
distinction. 

"We  are  taught  to  reward  merit  and  encourage  industry, 
and  a  candidate  should  be  allowed  to  aspire  to  any  office 
independent  of  a  dispensation,  which  is  objectionable  to  a 
member  of  a  sensitive  nature." 

Comp.  McRae  added:  — 

"We  have  some  men  of  ability  who  would  be  an  ornament 
to  any  Chapter;  but  unfortunately  they  cannot  find  the  way 
clear  to  secure  the  higher  positions." 

Comp.  Holmes  opposed  the  motion  saying:  — 

"I  protest  against  the  attitude  that  we  should  be  asked 
to  support  this  change  merely  to  assist  men  to  get  into  office. 
If  men  join  our  ranks  merely  for  the  sake  of  getting  offices 
they  are  better  outside." 

Comp.  Eastwood  supported  it: — 

"In  the  first  place  we  take  it  that  every  Master  Mason 
in  the  Blue  Lodges  is  invited  to  join  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters. 
We  ask  them  to  join.  We  go  and  solicit  their  joining  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapters.  At  the  same  time  they  are  not  put 
on  the  same  standing  as  a  Past  Master  when  they  join.  We 
really  get  them  into  the  Chapters  under  false  pretences. 
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"They  are  charged  the  full  fees  without  getting  the  full 
result." 

Comp.  Martin  also  supported  it  because  "it  is  a 
democratic  principle  and  places  every  Companion 
on  exactly  the  same  footing  in  the  Chapter  and  also 
because  it  is  a  brotherly  principle." 

Comp.  Allen  opposed  the  motion  saying  incident- 
ally that  one  point  over-looked  is  the  fact  that 
Capitular  Masonry  is  advanced  Freemasonry,  and  he 
contended  that  we  want  to  get  Capitular  Free- 
masonry on  a  higher  standard  than  the  Blue  Lodges 
as  regard  office.     Why? 

A  large  delegation  from  Victoria  were  welcomed 
and  honoured.  Then  after  installation  followed  a 
magnificent  address  by  the  new  First  Grand  Princi- 
pal showing  that  he  is  not  merely  a  diplomat  and 
a  soldier  but  also  a  scholar.  We  make  several  ex- 
tracts and  our  sister  Dominion  may  well  be  proud 
of  their  Capitular  head: — 

"There  are  certain  lines  of  thought  which  are  common 
to  us  all  on  reaching,  as  we  do  to-night,  another  milestone 
in  our  Masonic  life,  certain  reflections  which  in  one  form 
or  another  present  themselves  to  all  our  minds  when  we 
take  a  step  forward  into  the  unknown.  And  it  is  in  that 
position  that  we  all  stand  at  this  moment. 

"It  is  a  time  for  looking  forward;  but  more  than  that 
it  is  a  time  for  looking  back;  and  in  doing  so,  of  making 
sure  of  the  ground  on  which  we  stand  and  seeing  to  the  firm- 
ness of  our  foundations.  Progress  is  the  keynote  of  our 
teaching,  in  character,  in  wisdom,  in  usefulness. 

"Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  oh  my  soul. 

As  the  swift  seasons  roll 

Leave  thy  low  vaulted  past. 
Let  each  new  temple  nobler  than  the  last 
Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  dome  more  vast, 

Till  thou  at  length  art  free, 
Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life's  unresting  sea. 

"How  is  knowledge  to  be  attained?  There  are  three 
stages  by  which  King  Solomon  tells  us  an  edifice  is  con- 
structed:— By  wisdom  is  an  house  builded;  by  understanding- 
it  is  established;  and  by  knowledge  shall  its  chambers  be 
filled  with  plenteous  and  precious  riches. 

"And  at  least  twice  in  our  ritual  we  pray  that  'by  Wisdom 
may  we  be  directed,  by  Strength  may  we  be  enabled,  and  by 
the  beauty  of  Virtue  may  we  be  incited.' 
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"In  exaltation  to  this  High  and  Sublime  Degree  we  take 
a  step  forward,  and  again  like  the  nautilus  pass  from  com- 
parative narrowness  into  wider,  more  spacious  life. 

"The  main  difference  between  this  and  the  earlier  degrees 
it  not  that  there  is  any  change  of  ideals  or  principle,  nor 
even  of  atmosphere;  but  that  thoughts  are  raised  to  an  even 
higher  level  than  before. 

"  'And  as  the  path  of  duty  is  made  plain 

May  grace  be  given  that  I  may  walk  therein ; 

Not  like  the  hireling  for  his  selfish  gain 

With  backward  glances  and  reluctant  tread, 

Making  a  merit  of  his  coward  dread. 

But  cheerful,  in  the  light  around  me  thrown 

Walking  as  one  to  pleasant  service  led, 

Doing  God's  will  as  if  it  were  my  own 

Yet  trusting  not  in  mine,  but  in  His  strength  alone.' 

"And  may  I  end  with  some  words  of  Phillips  Brooks — 
"It  is  good  for  a  man  to  come  to  a  future  which  he  does 
not  know.  .  .  .  Do  not  draw  back  from  any  way." 

Canada  was  represented  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W. 
Harkness. 

New  Zealand  was  in  1927  represented  by  our  late 
lamented  Comp.  John  A.  Cowan,  whose  memory  will 
be  ever  green. 

An  office  not  known  in  our  Jurisdiction  is  that  of 
Grand  Chancellor. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Charles  A.  Jenkins,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

W.  C.  Wicker,  Acting  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Eightieth  Convocation  convened  in  the  City 
of  Durham,  May  8th,  1928.  The  Grand  High  Priest 
was  present  but  was  unable  to  act  owing  to  illness. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  honoured  at 
the  altar.  Among  them  A.  B.  Andrews,  whose 
name  is  a  household  word,  and  R.  C.  Dunn,  present 
Grand  Master. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  we 
take  this  preliminary  ideal:  — 

"Of  fraternity,  the  practice  of  which  will  make  our  motto, 
'Brotherhood,'  a  living,  actual  reality,  and  thereby  do  our 
part  in  bringing  the  light  of  God  into  the  heart  and  life  of 
man." 
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Learning  that  seven  Chapters  had  been  over- 
come with  apathy  and  indifference,  he  started  a 
campaign  to  redeem  them  and  had  replaced  five  in 
active  work.  He  sums  up  collective  influence  as 
follows: — 

Twelve  line  officers,  acting  as  District  Deputies,  placed 
in  different  districts,  can  and  will  accomplish  more  for  the 
best  interest  of  Capitular  Masonry  than  any  one  individual 
instructor  could  possibly  do  even  if  located  in  the  absolute 
center  of  the  State." 

Membership,  8,151. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  was  not  among 
those  who  responded. 

The  Library  Fund  showed  a  total  disbursement 
for  the  year  of  over  $1,200. 

The  Masonic  Loan  Fund  kept  in  active  circula- 
tion, amounts  to  $10,000  and  is  doing  a  great  educa- 
tional work  for  the  sons  of  Masons. 

Edward  Baxter  Neave  passed  away  and  received 
a  wonderful  tribute  closing  with  this  verse: — 

"God's  finger  touched  him,  and  he  waked, 
To  fuller  life  above, 
To  life  of  rest  and  perfect  peace, 

Where  joy  knows  only  glad  increase, 
And  faith  and  hope,  perfected,  cease, 
Lost  in  Omniscient  love." 

Wiley  M.  Pickens  represents  Canada,  and  Robert 
W.  Brennan  represents  North  Carolina. 

The  Anointed  High  Priesthood  flourishes.  J. 
Edward  Allen,  well  known  Reviewer,  is  President. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  under  his  skilled 
touch  presents  so  much  that  might  well  be  profitably 
quoted  that  it  is  a  problem  how  to  choose.  He 
acknowledges  the  aid  of  Grand  Secretary  Griggs. 
He  suggests  that  one  remedy  for  the  lack  of  en- 
thusiasm in  Chapters  might  be  greater  attention  to 
the  social  side. 

His  greetings  are  really  a  compendium  of  all 
that  is  best  in  progressive  Masonry  and  we  make  no 
apology  for  taking  this  long  extract: — 

"Every  Mason  has  a  right  to  expect  that  every  chosen 
Masonic  leader  shall  be  considerate  and  tactful,  to  the  end 
that  all   Masonic  contacts  shall  be  happy  rather  than  pain- 
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ful.  Tact  is  the  ability  to  make  all  contacts  happy,  and 
therefore  effective — the  ability  to  make  the  other  man  feel 
at  his  best,  and  therefore  to  get  from  him  his  best  by  way 
of  response.  Tactlessness  causes  him  who  is  exposed  to  it, 
to  shrink  away  from  the  possibility  of  further  exposure  to 
it,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  hurts  and  the  unhappiness 
which   it  brings.     It  is  un-Masonic  to  be  tactless. 

"We  therefore  suggest  that  if  a  man  from  the  Masonic 
rank  and  file  complains  that  the  official  family  'runs  things' 
too  much,  what  he  really  is  complaining  about  is  not  what 
is  done,  but  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done.  There  is  every 
reason  why  the  Grand  Officers  and  the  Past  Grands,  seasoned 
and  trained  veterans,  should  be  prominent  in  our  labours; 
but  there  is  no  excuse  in  all  Masonry  for  anybody's  doing 
any  of  these  things  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  offensive  to 
other  and  less  trained  or  experienced  Masons;  or  to  cause 
any  such  to  be  ill  at  ease  where  they  should  be  otherwise: 
or  to  cause  such  to  shrink  back  instead  of  giving  un- 
reservedly of  their  best  to  Masonry  in  fervency  and  zeal." 

He  says  that  the  Mexican  population  in  the 
great  west  is  not  so  much  a  Masonic  as  a  social  and 
educational  problem. 

Of  Canada's  West  as  well  as  that  of  the  United 
States,  he  speaks  buoyantly: — 

"One  who  travels  in  the  great  western  part  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada  feels  the  force  of  a  western  vitality  that 
is  unquestionably  stimulating.  These  western  people  are 
not  so  far  removed  as  those  of  the  east,  from  their  pioneer 
ancestors.  The  pioneer  spirit,  the  atmosphere  of  aggressive- 
ness, is  distinctly  preceptible.  The  binding  influence  of 
tradition  is  not  so  potent  as  in  the  'effete  east.'  This  western 
country  is  a  land  of  large  spaces.  Therefore  the  west  thinks 
in  large  terms;  acts  with  great  vigor;  conceives  with  an 
enthusiasm  and  an  optimism  which  bespeaks  the  spirit  of 
youth.  This  is  true  in  the  business  world.  It  is  true  in 
the  world  of  government." 

Reviewing  the  whole  situation  he  says  that  it 
has  to  be  admitted  that  we  are  at  a  standstill  in  the 
Royal  Arch  for  the  present  and  that  we  cannot  with 
finality  say  what  the  cause  is,  adding: — 

"Who  can  now  foresee  the  road  which  will  appear  around 
the  corner,  or  map  out  its  course?" 

Against  Alabama's  exemption  to  the  "cloth"  in 
respect  of  fees  he  protests  as  do  many  others: — 

"Preachers  should  not  be  objects  of  Masonic  charity  as 
a  class;  and  if  it  is  sought  to  add  their  names  to  the  rolls 
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to  add  respectability,  we  resent  the  implication.  Further- 
more, if  it  be  true  that  what  we  get  gratuitously  is  deemed 
of  little  value,  then  it  were  better  to  have  no  ministers  exalt- 
ed gratuitously.  What  we  most  need  to-day  is  a  greater 
number  of  Masons  intensely  interested  in  Masonry." 

Again  we  read  under  British  Columbia  on  good 
standing: — 

'Every  Royal  Arch  Mason  must  be  and  remain  a  Master 
Mason  in  good  standing.  We  are  firm  in  this  conviction. 
To  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  good  standing  and  not  to  be  at 
the  same  time  a  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  seems  to 
our  concept  to  be  a  paradox  of  the  same  class  as  saying 
that  a  person  is  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  but  is  aloof  from 
any  organized  body  of  believers." 

As  to  the  startlingly  small  per  centage  of  at- 
tendance in  Chapters  we  read  under  California: — 

"Figures  in  certain  Masonic  groups  seem  to  show  that  one 
member  in  nine  attends  the  meetings.  Failure  to  attend 
is  an  index  of  a  constitutional  weakness.  What  the  result 
will  be,  we  can  not  to-day  foresee.  The  problem  is  apparently 
characteristically  an  American-made  one." 

Canada  receives  most  friendly  and  significant 
notice.  We  make  the  following  extracts  from  his 
review: — 

"This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  the  books,  for 
purposes  of  review.  There  are  numerous  items  of  stimu- 
lating kind — more,  in  fact,  than  we  can  possibly  use. 

"We  think  all  ritualistic  changes  are  disintegrating  for 
a  time,  no  matter  how  much  they  bring  improved  ritual. 
Ritual  becomes  habit;  and  when  a  man  has  to  change  his 
habits,  there  is  revolt.     Too  often  there  is  revolution. 

"  'Royal  Arch  Masonry  can  only  be  torn  down  from  with- 
in.' Would  that  the  force  of  this  could  be  impressed  upon 
us.  Would  that  it  were  so  changed  as  to  read,  'Royal  Arch 
Masonry  WILL  be  torn  down  from  within,'  unless  there  is 
a  revival  of  live  interest  therein  sufficient  to  make  that 
'mission'  a  positive  one — and  in  so  doing  provide  a  living 
force  for  good.  A  noble  statement  indeed,  and  one  that 
deserves  to  live  in  the  documents  of  the  Royal  Craft.  Later 
there  is  the  additional  declaration  which  bespeaks  the  yearn- 
ing for  bigger  living  usefulness.  'The  drift  of  the  age  needs 
the  interposing  influence  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.'  What 
a  text  for  a  great  sermon!  How  close  is  this  thought  to 
that  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  when  he  declares  that  in  the 
work  of  the  degrees,  'the  candidate's  mind  must  be  receptive 
to  the  exalted  moral  lessons  of  the  degree.' 
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"Comp.  Ponton,  again  writes  the  Reviews.  The  entire 
book  being  good,  his  part  thereof  is  excellent — indeed,  he 
writes  some  of  the  best  work  that  we  read  in  all  of  the  books. 
We  are  glad  to  get  the  books  from  Canada." 

Connecticut  gives  him  an  opportunity  of  interest- 
ing comment  upon  new  Ritual  and  other  matters: — 

"But  there  is  far  too  often  heard  nowadays,  and  that  not 
among  the  uninformed  Masons,  the  statement  made  in  strict 
confidence  that  'the  new  ritual  has  killed  Royal  Arch  in- 
terest in  our  town.'  We  have  heard  this  time  after  time — 
always  in  private.  The  reason  for  this  is  not  difficult  to 
see.  There  was  so  much  criticism  of  the  old  ritual,  and  the 
abuses  of  it,  and  there  was  such  a  positive  stand  against  it, 
that  the  most  of  our  Companions  have  become  filled  with 
the  notion  it  would  be  as  much  a  social  sin  to  defend  it,  as 
confess  at  a  Church  Temperance  Society  meeting  that  one 
would  like  to  have  a  glass  of  beer,  or  to  boast  in  polite 
society  that  one  likes  Limburger  cheese,  and  dips  snuff  or 
bathes  only  on  Saturday  night.  As  a  result,  those  who 
never  abused  the  old  ritual  are  struck  dumb  by  an  inferiority 
complex.  While  we  believe  in  the  new  ritual's  possibilities, 
we  nevertheless  believe  also  that  the  old  one  when  worked 
decently  and  with  dignity  was  as  fine  a  degree  as  one  ever 
saw. 

"We  do  not  like  to  see  rituals  tampered  with." 

The  colour  scheme  under  Florida  is  thus 
treated: — 

"Since  Masonry  is  in  essence  of  social  nature,  the  inter- 
mixture of  the  races  therein  is  repugnant  to  southern 
concepts.  The  white  race  is  the  proprietor  of  Masonry 
in  this  state.  White  Masonry  does  not  object  to  the  ex- 
istence of  such  influences  among  the  coloured  population 
as  will  be  beneficial  thereto.  Therefore,  since  the  coloured 
Masonic  organization  appears  not  to  cause  any  trouble  to 
genuine  Masonry,  the  generally  accepted  policy  in  North 
Carolina  has  been  to  let  it  alone.  Admittedly  it  would 
be  preferable  that  the  name  of  Masonry  were  not  used: 
but  since  there  are  negro  Eastern  Star,  Pythian  and  Odd 
Fellow  organizations,  as  well  as  negro  Elks  and  others 
(we  have  not  heard  of  negro  Red  Men  yet),  the  condi- 
tion presents  no  acute  phases  of  embarrassment." 

This  is  Comp.  Allen's  twenty-second  Correspond- 
ence Report  and  in  his  conclusion  says  what  many 
of  us  have  felt: — 

"The  writer  acknowledges  the  assistance  and  forbear- 
ance of  his  associates,  family  and  the  Orphanage  print- 
ing office.     One   leading  a   very  busy  life   could   not   under- 
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take  such  a  task  except  as  aided  by  these,  and  then  only 
by  sacrifice— the  sacrifice  of  cultural  reading,  of  profes- 
sional study  to  some  extent,  of  recreation  AT  TIMES  TO  THE 
DANGER  POINT." 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Forrest  Foley  Vaughan,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

Fortunate  indeed  is  the  Grand  High  Priest  to 
have  his  biography  written  by  so  sterling  a  Mason 
as  Walter  L.  Stockwell,  the  Grand  Secretary.  The 
features  in  his  portrait  bespeak  those  of  a  kindly 
gentleman. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Convocation  was  held  in  Fargo, 
January  24th,  1928,  and  as  the  Grand  Secretary 
says  these  winter  meetings  "are  found  most  enjoy- 
able and  constructive."  The  Companions  formed 
a  double  circle  around  the  altar  and  were  led  in 
devotion  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

Hon.  Albert  G.  Granger,  State  Senator  of  South 
Dakota,  and  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest,  was  welcomed, 
also  Grand  Scribe  E.  Moulden,  of  Manitoba,  the 
Companions  rising  and  singing  "God  Save  the 
King."     Both  responded  happily. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  specially 
greeted  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  transactions. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address  says: — 

"We  have  some  problems  to  solve  which  will  take  no  little 
thought.  We  feel  that  it  is  highly  important  that  we  should 
balance  our  budget. 

"For  several  years  this  Grand  Chapter  has  been  spending 
approximately  a  thousand  dollars  more  than  its  income. 

"Of  the  dead  he  said,  their  places  are  hard  to  fill,  in  fact 
they  will  never  be  filled  because  they  belonged  to  the  old 
school.    Men  of  their  quality  and  ideals  are  all  too  few." 

Among  his  visitations  he  records  one  at  Bois- 
sevain,  Manitoba,  a  place  well  known  to  this  Re- 
viewer. 

Again  is  recorded  an  interchange  between  the 
Winnipeg  Companions  and  those  of  Grand  Forks. 
These  inter-visitations  mix  the  mortar  to  a  fine  con- 
sistency. 
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Under  General  Grand  Chapter  it  is  noted  that 
Comp.  Stockwell  was  elected  to  the  office  of  General 
Grand  Principal  Conductor  of  Work. 

We  take  the  following  from  Comp.  Vaughan's 
conclusion: — 

"There  is  a  lack  of  leadership  in  several  of  our  large 
communities.     We  can  not  get  something  for  nothing. 

"Put  effort  and  spirit  into  our  ritual,  where  there  is  or- 
ganization and  team  work  there  is  enthusiasm  and  progress. 
Where  there  is  a  will,  there  is  a  way. 

"We  need  more  men  of  self  control.  More  men  who  will 
complete  the  arch  and  place  the  Keystone  therein.  More 
men  who  know  the  meaning  of  unselfish  service  so  truly  ex- 
emplified by  our  ancient  Companions  who  returned  from 
Babylon  to  Jerusalem  to  aid  and  assist  in  rebuilding  the 
Temple.  May  the  fire  come  down  from  heaven  and  rekindle 
in  you  the  fires  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  your  constituent 
Chapter,  for  the  Royal  Craft." 

Comp.  Joseph  F.  Yorke  was  welcomed  from  Sas- 
katchewan. 

Membership,  4,020.     Net  loss,  58. 
The  Grand  Secretary  says: — 

"Other  Chapters  are  at  rather  a  low  ebb.  Does  it  mean 
that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  lost  its  hold  upon  us.  Not 
necessarily;  but  it  does  indicate  that  our  interests  and  mode 
of  living  are  changing.  In  business  we  have  consolidation. 
The  smaller  group  finds  it  increasingly  difficult  to  make 
things  go.  We  are  not  at  all  sure  that  consolidation  and 
the  larger  unit  isn't  the  way  out  for  us  in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry." 

The  Educational  Fund  is  used  to  splendid  ad- 
vantage. Fine  settlements  were  secured  on  44 
loans  and  new  loans  were  made  to  75  borrowers.  A 
grateful  letter  from  a  young  man  benefited  is  re- 
corded with  this  comment: — 

"We  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  young  man  and  many 
others  of  our  borrowers  will  adopt  our  slogan — 'An  Educa- 
tion should  be  an  investment  for  Service,'  and  thus  the  in- 
fluence of  our  efforts  to  serve  will  go  out  in  ever  widening 
circles,  far  beyond  the  power  of  computation." 

The  text  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  cannot 
be  too  often  the  subject  of  our  good  resolutions:  — 

"So  teach  us  to  number  our  days  that  we  may  apply 
our  hearts  to  wisdom." 
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The  Inspector  General  of  the  Scottish  Rite 
wrote: — 

"I  am  of  the  opinion  that  under  the  present  by-law  and 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  no  further  restriction  based 
upon  proficiency  should  be  made  by  either  Chapter  or  Lodge 
of  Perfection." 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence. 

Grand  Representative  Burr  responded  thus  to 
the  greeting: — 

"The  influence  of  Freemasonry  had  helped  to  mold  these 
various  elements  into  a  homogeneous  whole.  This  group  of 
Companions  was  typical  of  the  American  nation.  He  said 
the  Scotch  clans  might  fight  among  themselves  but  when  a 
foreign  foe  appeared,  difference  of  opinion  disappeared  and 
the  cry  was  'shoulder  to  shoulder.'  There  might  be  differ- 
ences of  personal  opinion  among  us  but  this  group  repre- 
sents an  unbroken  foe  to  ignorance,  intolerance  and  bigotry. 
Freemasonry  is  universal  and  each  national  group  is  work- 
ing out  in  its  own  way  the  great  and  beneficent  purposes  of 
our  Order." 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  was  not  present. 

George  H.  Keyes  is  the  G.R.  of  Canada  and  R. 
Ex.  George  L.  Gardiner,  who  writes  the  annual 
Capitular  Report  (so  universally  commended  in  all 
Jurisdictions),  is  the  G.R.  of  North  Dakota. 

Among  the  "incidents"  recorded  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  is  the  following:  — 

"The  meeting  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Past 
Grand  Masters  R.  &  S.M.,  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Sec- 
retaries, constituting  the  Circle  of  Elders,  was  a  very  fine 
affair." 

Eben  George  Guthrie  writes  his  fourteenth  fine 
review,  having  passed  the  thirteenth  "unscathed  in 
the  conflict."  He  says  that  the  Capitular  world  is 
gradually  convalescing  and  adds: — 

"Gloom  is  being  dissipated  and  the  light  appears. 

"The  problems  that  confront  the  Grand  High  Priests  are 
of  a  character  that  disturbs  some  of  them,  but  they  soon 
recover  their  poise  and  attack  those  presented  to  them 
boldly." 

He  thinks  the  Ritual  of  General  Grand  Chapter 
is  becoming  more  and  more  popular  as  its  continuity 
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and  character  become  more  evident.  He  thinks  the 
attendance  is  increased  by  the  "knife  and  fork  De- 
gree." 

Under  General  Grand  Chapter  our  colleague 
says  (and  we  must  confess  our  surprise  that  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Hamilton  was  not  elected)  :  — 

"The  election  of  officers  proved  a  decided  upset  for  some 
vitally  interested.  The  presiding  officer  made  it  known  that 
he  expected  election,  but  that  was  denied  him,  and  the  elec- 
tion as  General  Grand  High  Priest  went  to  Charles  C. 
Davis,  of  Illinois." 

Friend  Guthrie's  comments  on  crooked  curves, 
but  as  one  well  qualified  to  make  them  straight,  are 
characteristic. 

Comp.  Dunstan's  report  of  his  administration  is 
recorded  as  a  very  able  one  and  one  of  much  activity. 

Grand  Superintendents'  reports  are  described  as 
excellent,  and  of  Comp.  Gardiner  our  colleague 
says: — 

"There  are  so  many  good  thoughts  expressed  in  the  re- 
port by  our  envoy,  Companion  Gardiner,  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  select  one,  yet  the  desire  must  be  satisfied  with  one 
selection." 

Grand  Scribe  E.  Henry  T.  Smith  comes  in  also 
for  a  share  of  friendly  attention. 

Of  our  own  Review  he  encouragingly  says: — 

"Our  good  Companion  confesses  he  tried  to  reduce 
the  quantity  of  his  offering  of  Correspondence  Review, 
but  the  effort  was  unfair  to  cut  too  deeply,  so  he  confined 
himself  to  216  pages,  and  his  report  was  accepted  as  it 
stood,  and  every  page  was  good. 

"We  are  deeply  appreciative  of  his  generous  notice  of 
North  Dakota,  as  he  is  personally  acquainted  with  Comps. 
Stockwell,  Falkenstein,  Turner  and  some  others,  who  have 
told  us  that  sometime  he  will  come  and  make  us  a  fraternal 
visit." 

Massachusettes  and  he  agree  on  an  important 
topic:  — 

"Our  article  of  a  few  years  ago  advocating  the  abolition 
of  promotion  of  the  line,  and  the  establishment  of  a  merit 
system,  pleased  Companion  Comee  very  much,  and  he  printed 
the  article  entire." 
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He  deems  Saskatchewan's  prosperity  report  on 
the  inside  back  cover  to  be  something  of  real  value ; 
so  say  we  all  of  us. 

This  from  Vermont  will  no  doubt  be  taken 
kindly: — 

"The  largest  part  of  the  book  is  the  Capitular  Review 
prepared  by  Archie  S.  Harriman;  it  has  much  merit. 

"As  he  is  an  educator,  we  are  inclined  to  think  he  is 
competent  to  study  isms  and  spasms  which  are  overworked." 


NOVA  SCOTIA. 

Reginald  V.  Harris,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Halifax,  12th  June,  1928.  Nine  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  testified  their  active  fidelity  by  their  presence 
in  the  Grand  East. 

Communications  are  acknowledged  from  among 
others,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Moore,  of  Hamilton,  the 
Grand  Representative  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Officers  and  members  of  Shekinah  Chapter, 
Massachusetts,  were  formally  received  and  welcomed. 
They  had  exemplified  the  Most  Excellent  Degree. 

Grand  High  Priest  Harris,  as  is  characteristic  of 
him,  treated  the  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  with  a 
broad  general  sweep  and  also  went  into  particular  de- 
tails. He  trusted  that  all  the  delegates  would  more 
than  ever  realize  the  opportunity  for  fellowship  and 
service.  His  remembrance  of  those  Companions  who 
have  gone  before  was  poetic  and  touching.  He  quoted 
these  two  verses  with  others : — 

"Lend  me  thy  love  that  I  may  love  all  men ; 
That  I  may  show  all  men  the  way  of  love 
That  I  may  prove 

How  Brotherhood  is  Freedom's  other  name. 
So  be  my  passing! 

My  task  accomplished  and  the  long  day  done, 
My  wages  taken  and  in  my  heart 
Some  late  lark  singing. 
Let  me  be  gathered  to  the  quiet  west, 
The  sundown  splendid  and  serene." 

As  to  the  protest  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick in  connection  with  the  new  Grand  Council  of 
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High  Priesthood  established  in  Ontario,  he  says  that 
matters  are  now  satisfactorily  settled  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  He  does*  not  say,  however,  of  what  use 
it  is  proposed  to  make  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood, 
beautiful  as  undoubtedly  are  the  ceremonies,  in  On- 
tario where  there  is  no  such  office  or  order  in  con- 
nection with  the  Royal  Arch: — 

"I  am  now  happy  to  inform  you  that  at  the  annual  Con- 
vocation of-  the  Grand  Council,  held  in  the  City  of  London, 
1928,  the  name  of  the  Grand  Council  was  changed  to  'The 
Grand  Council  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  of  Ontario.' 
This  change  is  evidence  of  good  faith  and  fraternal  feelings 
between  the  Companions  in  Ontario  and  those  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces.  At  the  same  time  it  does  not  in  any  way 
affect  the  right  of  the  Ontario  Companions  to  confer  the 
Order  in  any  Province  of  the  Dominion  wherein  there  is  no 
Grand  Council.  We  enjoy  exactly  the  same  rights  as  they 
in  this  respect." 

He  thus  referred  to  New  Brunswick : — 

"I  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  of  New  Brunswick.  Grand 
Chapter  had  the  previous  day  taken  action  to  make  the  de- 
gree compulsory  and  to  take  under  its  wing  the  affairs  of 
Grand  Council" 

Under  Condition  of  the  Order  he  says  with  regard 
to  his  own  high  office : — 

"My  opinion  is  that  a  Grand  High  Priest  would  be  better 
occupied  in  delivering  an  address  on  some  subject  of  special 
interest  and  value  of  R.A.  Masons  generally,  than  in  occupy- 
ing himself  with  a  dry  recital  of  visitations,  dispensations 
and  appointments." 

During  his  year  he  delivered  24  addresses,  visited 
15  Chapters  once,  3  Chapters  twice,  and  functioned 
otherwise  actively. 

The  Secretaries'  Association  is  not  merely  recom- 
mended by  him  but  appears  to  be  an  accomplished 
fact : — 

"While  speaking  of  our  Chapter  Secretaries  there  is  in 
my  opinion  a  real  need  for  a  guild  or  association. 

"A  great  majority  of  our  Chapter  Secretaries  are  most 
efficient,  and  we  want  their  help  to  raise  the  standard  all 
around. 

"We  met  last  night  and  organized.  An  admirable  ad- 
dress was  given  by  the  Grand  Secretary  and  all  expressed 
themselves  as  well  satisfied  regarding  the  usefulness  of  the 
Association." 
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Great  preparations  are  being  made  for  the 
celebration  of  their  diamond  jubilee  in  1929. 

"Dispensation  will  be  granted  only  for  the  M.M.,  P.M., 
and  M.E.M.   Degrees,  away  from  the  Chapter  room. 

"A  member  of  a  Chapter  who  demits  from  his  Lodge 
becomes  automatically  suspended  in  his  Chapter  at  the  end 
of  one  year  from  the  date  of  his  dimit. 

"What  is  the  procedure  to  be  followed  when  a  Candidate 
seeking  advancement  in  this  Chapter,  has  already  received 
the  M.M.M.  Degree  from  a  Scottish  Lodge. 

"It  is  unnecessary  for  a  M.M.M.  to  pass  through  the 
ceremony  of  the  degree,  but  he  should  be  obligated  and 
record  his  mark." 

As  to  ceremonies  and  Ritual  the  Grand  High 
Priest  forcibly  says : — 

"I  have  endeavored  to  bring  to  the  particular  notice  of 
our  Companions  the  desirability  of  a  more  thorough  instruc- 
tion in  the  lessons  contained  in  our  Ritual;  lessons  in  citizen- 
ship and  love  of  our  country;  lessons  of  service  to  our  Com- 
panions and  to  our  fellowmen;  the  development  of  the  spirit- 
ual side  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry;  the  development  in  our 
Chapters  of  a  practical  Masonry,  so  that  our  Chapters  will 
wield  a  greater  influence  for  good  in  the  communities  where 
they  exist." 

He  is  disappointed  that  so  little  progress  has  been 
made  with  regard  to  his  recommendations  made  in 
his  last  address,  chiefly  caused  by  the  lack  of  funds. 

He  is  an  urgent  advocate  of  two-year  term  in 
office  but  the  Committee  did  not  wholly  approve : — 

"Re-election  of  the  principal  officer  has  the  effect  of 
creating  a  stability  about  Grand  Lodge,  not  associated  with 
Grand  Chapter. 

"This  is  not  in  the  interests  of  Grand  Chapter  and  I 
would  strongly  recommend  that  where  any  one  has  demon- 
strated his  usefulness  in  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  he 
should  be  re-elected  for  at  least  one  year,  so  that  he  may 
have  some  opportunity  of  putting  into  effect  the  results  of 
his  investigations." 

Emphasizing  the  necessity  of  real  work  for  the 
Royal  Arch  in  the  service  of  humanity  he  says : — 

"Every  fraternal  Order  has  its  educational  funds  and 
homes  for  orphans  and  aged  members.  Our  sole  concern 
seems  to  be  to  confer  degrees.  We  are  not  even  instructing 
our  members  in  the  meaning  to  those  degrees,  and  conse- 
quently we  can  take  little  credit  to  ourselves  for  the  influence 
exerted  on  individual  lives.     Can  we  not  adopt  some  object 
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for  charity  or  establish  some  fund,  educational  or  benevolent, 
to  which  we  can  contribute,  and  to  which  we  can  point  as 
a  partial  justification  for  our  existence?" 

Many  suggestions  have  been  made  to  him  as  to 
practical  measures  to  be  taken  to  interest  the  Com- 
panions along  this  line  and  the  Grand  High  Priest 
adds  in  conclusion : — 

"This  is  the  golden  opportunity  to  lift  your  Order  to  a 
higher  and  more  useful  plane.  The  call  is  to  you  and  to  me. 
We  are  needed  to  assist  in  the  noble  and  glorious  work. 
Shall  we  go  up,  will  you,  will  you  go  up? 

"I'd  like  to  think  when  life  is  done 
That  I  had  filled  a  needed  post 
That  here  and  there  I'd  paid  my  fare 
With  more  than  idle  talk  or  boast. 

"If  it  has  been  possible  to  inspire  one  weaker  comrade 
to  seek  the  heights  I  shall  have  been  well  repaid." 

Membership,  2,634.    Net  loss,  3. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  with  regard  to 
Grand  Representatives  was  passed.  Two  of  the 
clauses  are  as  follows : — 

"Only  such  Companions  as  have  rendered  distinguished 
or  meritorious  service  to  the  cause  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
shall  be  recommended  for  such  appointments. 

"All  Companions  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  but  shall  be  eligible  for  reappointment." 

Canada's  Grand  Representative,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
George  S.  Wright,  was  welcomed  with  the  twenty- 
three  others  present. 

The  Order  of  High  Priesthood  appears  to  flourish. 

The  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  by 
Grand  Secretary  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Brenton  F.  Porter,  of 
Truro.  He  precedes  his  review  by  saying  that  an 
optimistic  spirit  is  generally  present,  supported  by  an 
abiding  conviction  in  the  strengthening  of  Masonry 
with  the  coming  years,  and  quotes  this  verse  with 
others : — 

"If  we  win  by  that  power 
For  the  world  another  dower — 
If  this  great  humanity  share  not  in  our  gain, 
We  have  lived  our  lives  in  vain." 
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As  to  Past  High  Priests  remaining  members  of 
Grand  Chapter  Comp.  Porter  says  under  Alabama : — 

"We  can  quite  understand  that  where  there  is  a  lengthy- 
pay-roll,  objection  may  be  made  to  adding  more  to  it,  but 
we  have  found  it  an  advantage  in  our  nearly  sixty  years 
of  existence  to  have  Past  High  Priests  members  of  our 
Grand  Chapter." 

Under  British  Columbia  we  get  his  opinion  upon 
what  in  some  Jurisdictions  is  called  "hippodrom- 
ing":— 

"Personally  we  disapprove  of  going  away  from  the  Chap- 
ter Home  to  exalt  Companions  believing  that  those  who  have 
not  the  interest  to  come  for  the  degree  will  not  be  apt  to 
show  much  interest  afterwards." 

He  says  that  the  following,  gathered  from  New 
South  Wales,  accords  with  his  own  view  on  the  much 
discussed  question  of  Scotland's  remaining  loyal  to 
her  constituent  Chapters  in  the  Australasian  Juris- 
diction : — 

"The  difference  of  opinion  on  this  question  of  supremacy 
of  territory  in  N.S.W.  has  been  going  on  for  some  years 
and  will  continue  for  years  unless  the  Companions  of  N.S.W. 
sink  their  own  differences  and  decide  to  pull  together  in  the 
same  boat.  It  is  the  Companions  in  N.S.W.  who  could 
quickly  end  the  strife  by  coming  together  and  agreeing." 

He  says  that  Canada's  year  has  been  a  very  satis- 
factory one  and  that  an  optimistic  note  is  prevalent 
and  adds : — 

"Much  time  is  spent  in  the  Chapters  in  studying  the 
philosophy,  tradition  and  esoteric  work  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry which  is  much  to  be  commended  and  indicates  a  bright 
future  for  the  Royal  Craft,  for  those  who  know  most  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  love  it  best.  Nothing  is  truer  than  that 
knowledge  will  induce  interest." 

He  agrees  with  Grand  Z.  Dunstan  as  to  the  in- 
fluence and  responsibility  of  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents and  also  in  reference  to  visitors  from  Grand 
Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States. 

We  appreciate  his  kindly  remarks  of  our  re- 
view : — 

"One  of  the  pleasures  which  comes  in  receiving  these 
Proceedings  is  the  opportunity  to  read  Comp.  Ponton's  Re- 
view, which  one   reviewer  describes  fitly  as  'History  in  the 
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Making.'     We  take  these  few  lines  from  his  Afterword,  all 
of  which  would  well  bear  repetition." 

This  word  of  critical  comment  under  Colorado 
will  bear  consideration  elsewhere : — 

"We  do  not  usually  criticize  the  internal  policy  of  other 
Grand  Chapters  but  just  why  statistics  showing  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  Chapters  should  be  placed  before  the  Capitular 
world  we  do  not  see.  This  information  is  very  valuable  to 
the  Grand  High  Priest  and  other  visiting  officers  but  publish- 
ing it  from  year  to  year  does  not  seem  to  bring  about  any 
good  results." 

One  of  the  evils  of  prohibiting  dual  membership  is 
instanced  under  Connecticut  where  a  member  of  *a 
Chapter  in  Scotland  was  given  the  P.M.  Degree  and 
desired  to  join  a  Chapter  in  Connecticut.  The 
Scottish  Chapter  refused  a  demit  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  a  life  member  and  demits  are  not  issued  to  life 
members,  so  he  is  prevented  from  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  any  Connecticut  Chapter  while  a  member  of  a 
Chapter  in  any  other  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Surely  this 
hardship  will  find  relief. 

Lord  Ampthill's  addresses  are  quoted  in  full. 
They  make  England  outstanding. 

Kentucky's  leadership  along  educational  lines  is 
thus  recorded  and  praised : — 

"The  education  of  these  young  people  is  provided  for 
after  they  leave  the  Home  and  they  are  still  under  the  care 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  It  is  such  wonderful  work  as 
the  Kentucky  Grand  Bodies  are  doing  that  proves  Masonry 
is  not  losing  the  spirit  of  Love  and  Charity." 

More  and  more  information  is  coming  regarding 
Scotland : — 

"In  this  Grand  Chapter  all  the  Officers  are  elective,  where- 
as in  Grand  Lodge  the  Grand  Master  Mason  appoints  his 
Depute  and  Substitute,  a  course  which  appears  to  have 
been  a  source  of  strength  to  Grand  Lodge." 

Comp.  Porter's  review  is,  as  might  be  expected, 
thoughtful  and  fruitful. 

OHIO. 

Irving  Stafford,  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Annual  Convoca- 
tion was  held  at  Youngstown,  October  6th,  1927. 
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Grand  Secretary  Hagenbuch  was  called  from  his 
earthly  labours  by  the  Grand  Architect,  January 
13th,  1928. 

Eighteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present, 
very  nearly  the  record  number. 

From  the  Grand  Chaplain's  invocation  we  take 
the  concluding  sentence:  — 

"Give  to  our  leaders  clearness  of  vision,  and  to  all  present 
the  spirit  of  genuine  fraternity.  May  we  be  indeed  Most 
Excellent  Companions,  having  at  all  times  the  courage  of  our 
convictions  and  having  courage  to  hold  convictions,  and  to 
Thy  great  and  Holy  Name  be  the  praise  forever." 

The  members  of  Grand  Chapter  were  thus  wel- 
comed:— 

"May  I  express  the  hope  that  you  may  see  fit  to  use  the 
latchstring  often  to  your  pleasure  and  to  our  edification? 

"We  we] come  and  find  a  group  of  men  who  are  dedicated 
through  their  work  and  through  their  institution  to  keeping 
alive  the  fires  of  faith,  in  the  One  addressed  by  the  Chaplain 
a  moment  ago  as  'The  wisest  and  truest  friend  of  man.' 

"There  is  the  warning  which  Bruce  Barton's  book  sounds, 
that  in  our  day  of  prosperity  let  us  not  be  forgetful  of  the 
debt  we  owe  to  the  men  who  have  kept  alive  the  faith  of 
the  past." 

The  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  reply  to  the  wel- 
come said: — 

"These  higher  degrees  based  upon  the  Blue  Lodge,  are 
simply  decorations  that  bring  out  to  our  minds  in  full  view 
the  real  blessings  we  receive  and  the  lessons  taught  in  the 
foundation.  Are  they  not  worthy  of  more  than  this? 
Surely!" 

Comp.  0.  Frank  Hart  of  the  General  Grand 
Council  made  an  elequent  address  in  which  he  said 
with  many  other  striking  sentences: — 

"While  in  Denver  we  were  entertained  one  night  at  vaude- 
ville, and  Companion  Williams'  introduction  reminded  me  of 
a  little  dialect  between  two  black  faces,  where  one  said  to 
the  other,  with  a  good  bit  of  emphasis,  'Nigger,  you  just 
make  me  think  of  something  in  this  world  what  there  ain't 
but  one  of  and  that's  you.' 

"I  am  not  much  of  a  denominationalist.  As  I  told  you 
last  night,  I  don't  care  whether  you  go  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
above  in  a  boxcar  with  the  Methodists,  or  in  the  baggage  car 
with  the  Baptists,  or  in  the  day  coach  with  the  Presbyterians, 
or  ride  in  the  Pullman  with  the  Episcopalians." 


APPENDIX  167 

The  Grand  High  Priest  gives  the  membership 
of  Ohio  as  80,558.  Net  gain,  388.  He  speaks  of 
his  Jurisdiction  as  the  Buckeye  State.  He  gives 
this  admonition  which  should  be  followed  else- 
where:— 

"Make  your  meeting  places  as  attractive  as  your  funds 
will  justify.     Use  care." 

In  his  obituary  remarks  he  quotes:  — 

"Every  Mason  in  the  quarry — every  builder  on  the  shore, 
Every  woodman  in  the  forest, — every  boatman  at  the  oar, 
Hewing  wood  and  drawing  water — splitting  stones  and  cleav- 
ing sod, 
All  the  dusty  ranks  of  labour  in  the  regiment  of  God, 
March   together  towards   His   triumph,    do    the    task    His 

hands  prepare, 
Honest    toil    is   holy   service — faithful    work    is    praise    and 
prayer." 

Ohio  has  abolished  the  last  of  the  "full  moon" 
survivals. 

A  lengthy  account  is  given  of  the  General  Chap- 
ter held  at  Denver.  The  next  meeting  will  be  at 
Tacoma  in  1930. 

In  the  wonderful  Homes  of  Ohio  the  Grand 
Chapter  takes  the  deepest  interest: — 

"We  may  be  all  proud  of  the  part  we  are  doing  toward 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of  this  beautiful  monument  to 
Masonry." 

The  Committee  on  Charity  commend  the 
Home: — 

TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  GIVEN 

"Bread  for  our  hungry?     Nay, 
Their  bodies  fed, 
You  give  them  more  than  bread, 
More  than  the  shelter  where  to  lay 
Fear  by  and  rest, 
Wanri  safe  and  comforted. 

The  frightened  child  smiles  on  its  guardian's  breast, 
Rain  beats  no  more  upon  the  tired  gray  head 
And  men  who  could  not  cope 
With  utter  ruin  have  through  you  the  stay 
And  staff  of  hope. 
The  feet  of  Hope  are  shod, 
The  heart  is  comforted." 
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Beautiful  illustrations  are  given,  as  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  Proceedings. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  is  Wilden  E. 
Joseph,  and  Ohio  is  represented  by  that  grand  old 
Mason  and  man,  Hugh  A.  MacKay,  of  Hamilton, 
virile  though  venerable. 

If  the  Foreign  Correspondence  were  not  written 
by  our  old  friend  0.  P.  Sperra,  P.G.H.P.,  we  would 
sit  up  and  take  inquiring  notice.  He  deals  with  the 
more  prominent  features  and  the  conditions  existing 
in  the  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  in  a  comprehen- 
sive way. 

He  speaks  of  the  wonderful  welcome  accorded 
to  us  in  Ottawa : — 

"As  the  representatives  of  a  great  body  of  men  who  had 
done  a  tremendous  amount  to  make  life  better  and  sweeter, 
hardships  less  intolerable,  men  nobler." 

He  says  that  the  address  of  Comp.  Dunstan  while 
brief,  clearly  stated  the  various  duties  that  were 
his  to  perform  and  were  performed.  He  mentions 
with  approval  the  interchange  of  visits  between 
Windsor  and  Toledo  Chapters. 

Comp.  Gardiner's  Condition  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry is  described  as  a  complete  and  able  synopsis 
of  local  conditions  and  encouraging  thought. 

He  kindly  speaks  of  our  Review  as  very  thorough 
and  interesting  and  nicely  analyzed. 

This  from  Nebraska: — 

"If  you  would  be  good  men  and  true 

God  will  come  down  and  walk  with  you 
In  the  furrow  behind  the  plow 
And  by  the  side  of  the  oxen." 

This  from  Pennsylvania's  Review: — 

"Freemasonry  in  general  and  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
particular  is  no  stranger  in  the  realm  of  spiritual  values. 
It  does  not  lose  itself  in  the  maze  of  mere  things.  Every 
true  Mason  hears  the  call  from  the  things  that  are  to  the 
things  that  are  to  be." 

His  conclusion  is  in  every  way  worthy  and  ends 
with  this  from  Robert  Burns:  — 
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"When  ranting  round    in    pleasure's    ring, 
Religion  may  be  blinded, 
Or  if  she  give  a  random  sting 
It's  seldom  little  minded. 
But  when  on  life  we're  tempest  driven, 
A  conscience  but  a  canker, 
A  correspondence  fixed  with  heaven- 
Is  sure  a  noble  anchor." 


OKLAHOMA. 

Elisha  W.  Townsend,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Blackwell,  April  18th,  1928. 

From  the  address  of  welcome  we  take  this  para- 
graph : — 

"Not  in  the  least  of  our  impressions  is  that  which  comes 
from  contact  with  your  Masonic  atmosphere.  The  whole 
town  seems  to  be  Masonic." 

Canada  was  duly  represented  by  William  Noble. 

"Father"  Murrow,  the  veteran  Grand  High 
Priest,  over  90,  wrote  as  usual  a  letter  of  philosophic 
reminiscence  from  which  we  take  the  following : — 

"There  is  a  verse  in  our  Great  Light  that  is  worth  the 
attention  and  the  daily  use  of  every  one  of  us,  my  Compan- 
ions. You  may  find  this  verse  in  Second  Corinthians,  the 
Ninth  Chapter. 

"  'And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  to- 
ward you ;  that  ye,  always  having  all  sufficiency  in  all 
things,   may   abound   to   every  good   work.' 

"This  is  a  great  Bank  which  God  has  established  with 
resources  and  dependence  far  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of 
human  comprehension." 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  brief  but 
full. 

Under  Necrology  he  quotes : — 

"In  the  midst  of  life,  duty  and  usefulness  he  was  over- 
taken by  death.  Suddenly  the  sun  of  life  went  down  at 
noon,  and  his  station  is  vacant.  Let  us  remember  his  virtues 
and  imitate  his  worthy  example.  May  we  be  reminded 
of  the  shortness  of  life  and  the  uncertainty  of  its  continu- 
ance ;  remembering  that  soon,  when  our  brethren  shall  as- 
semble to  labour,  our  station  will  also  be  vacant  for- 
ever  " 
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A  Murrow  Memorial  Library  has  been  established 
and  is  making  fine  progress.  This  is  the  best  of  all 
contributions  to  long  service. 

From  the  striking  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Fraternal  Dead  we  make  these  two  excerpts: — 

"In  all  the  ceremonies  through  which  we  have  passed 
there  has  been  the  symbolic  presentation  of  birth  into  a 
new  life,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age — all  as  a  preparation 
for  us  to  travel  into  foreign  countries  where  we  may  work 
and  receive  a  Master's  wages. 

"Worn  out  tools  that  labour  still, 
Tools    that    worked    and    always    will, 
Stirring  in  the  hearts  of  men 
Hopes  to  reach  the  Master's  skill." 

Comp.  Ed.  Worth,  of  Chatham,  represents  Okla- 
homa with  us. 

Membership,  14,314.    Net  gain,  309. 

The  Proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  are  re- 
viewed by  Eugene  Hamilton,  P.G.H.P. 

We  take  this  from  his  original  review  of 
Alabama : — 

"Up  to  1797,  in  America,  the  Grand  Master  of  Blue 
Lodge  Masonry  could,  in  his  own  Jurisdiction,  control  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree. 

"Dear  old  Father  Murrow's  words  were  as  wise  as  Solo- 
mon's, but  he  didn't  approve  of  the  king's  harem.  Certain 
it  was,  however,  that  'men  wus  men  in  dem  days.'  " 

This  from  British  Columbia: — 

"He  comments  rarely,  but  pokes  fun  at  the  Pasadena 
Companions  in  California,  who  contemplating  the  building 
of  a  Temple,  proposed  to  bring  330  gallons  of  water  from 
the  river  Jordan  to  be  peddled  at  25  cents  a  bottle,  in  order 
to  raise  part  of  the  funds.  Nothing  was  said  as  to  the  size 
of  the  bottle." 

He  calls  the  address  of  our  Grand  Z.  at  the  1927 
meeting  "a  business  document."  He  says  that  the  re- 
port on  the  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  shows 
that  peace,  harmony  and  concord  reign  supreme.  He 
quotes  with  approval  the  report  of  the  Committee  at 
Ottawa: — 

"Plato  has  said,  'As  the  Government  is,  such  will  be  the 
man.'  With  such  leader  to  provide  inspiration  and  en- 
couragement, the  rank  and  file  cannot  fail  to  measure  up  to 
their  tasks." 
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He  says  that  this  Reviewer  quotes  copiously  and 
that  :— 

"He  certainly  is  not  in  sympathy  wtth  the  Scribe  who 
last  year  waxed  indignant  at  Scotland's  refusal  to  recognize 
the  American  doctrine  of  exclusive  territorial  Jurisdiction." 

Under  Connecticut  we  get  a  gleam  of  the  brighter 
side: — 

"He  thinks  that  Connecticut  is  not  given  sufficient 
space  by  the  Oklahoma  Reviewer.  Now,  Connecticut  is  130 
years  old,  stabilized,  having  settled  all  Capitular  questions, 
practically,  one  hundred  years  ago.  It  has  settled  down, 
while  we  are  still  infants  at  the  game,  and  have  hardly  yet 
learned  to  keep  our  thumbs  from  being  at  suction  in  our 
mouths.     I  am  not  like  that  southern  lady,  who  lived  to  be 

fifty  years  of  age,  before  learning  that  d Yankee  was 

not  one   word.     In  going  to   Grand   Chapter,   you   generally 
can  foretell  what  is  going  to  happen.     With  us  it  is  different." 

District  of  Columbia  affords  him  this  informa- 
tion : — 

"The  education  bill  is  the  deadest  thing  in  Washington 
at  this  time,  and  there  never  will  be  no  day  of  resurrection 
for  it." 

He  does  not  altogether  agree  with  Grand  Secre- 
tary King  of  Nevada  as  to  Queensland  and  Scot- 
land:— 

"He  gets  all  worked  up  and  says:  'They  are  in  the 
wrong,  have  been  violating  the  American  doctrine  of  sover- 
eignty for  generations,  and  we  all  know  it.' 

"Now,  when  was  the  American  doctrine  of  sovereignty 
ever  recognized  by  Scotland?  Does  the  'American  doctrine' 
take  in  both  Queensland  and  Scotland?  Scotland  was  in 
Queensland  first,  and  while  my  sympathies  are  with  the  two 
Grand  Chapters  of  Queensland,  (who  are  scrapping  among 
themselves),  yet  I  can  also  realize  the  Scotch  position.  And 
then,  Brother  King  has  to  tell  a  story  about  a  Scotchman 
which  is  not  to  the  Scot's  credit.  King  evidently  hates 
Scotch,  I  mean  Scotchmen." 

He  reports  439  members  as  having  answered  roll 
call  at  the  last  meeting  of  General  Grand  Chapter  in 
Denver. 

OREGON. 

Frank  S.  Baillie,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 
The  Sixty-eighth  Convocation    was    opened    in 
Portland,    April    9th,    1928.     Grand    Chapter    was 
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privileged  to  have  as  its  head  during  the  past  year 
Frank  S.  Baillie,  who  is  described  as  a  man  out- 
standing not  only  as  a  citizen  and  business  organizer 
but  also  as  a  tried  and  proven  Masonic  Executive 
of  the  highest  ability  and  his  speaking  portrait 
which  opens  the  Proceedings  bears  this  all  out  on 
its  face,  as  does  his  address. 

We  regret  that  Canada's  Grand  Representative 
was  not  present. 

Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  gave  and  re- 
ceived blessing  as  Representatives  of  the  past  but 
factors  in  the  future. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Washington  also  0. 
Frank  Hart  and  other  distinguished  visitors  were 
welcomed. 

G.H.P.  Baillie  speaks  with  authority.  He  says 
in  his  opening: — 

"Being  at  the  highest  point  in  your  service,  where  the 
surroundings  of  control  are  very  rarefied,  one  is  either  in- 
clined to  moralize  or  to  fall  into  the  'I  told  you  so'  class, 
either  of  which  is  fatal  to  our  present  situation. 

"A  motion  to  expend  monies  generally  meets  with  hastily 
considered  approval  from  the  floor  of  the  Chapter,  and  were  it 
not  for  the  'Stop,  Look  and  Listen'  advice  of  a  competent 
finance  committee,  fraternal  organizations  would  generally 
be  in  a  distressed  financial  condition. 

"Our  present  code,  like  the  moss  covered  bucket,  has 
served  its  purpose  well,  but  this  Grand  Chapter  needs  a  new 
and  efficient  pump  to  draw  legal  lore  from  the  well  of  our 
Constitution. 

"It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  committee  may  present  terse 
and  definite  forms  of  meaningless  platitudes,  to  this  Grand 
Chapter  for  its  consideration  and  approval." 

He  by  implication  advocates  incorporation  of 
Grand  Chapter,  which  he  says  from  a  legal  stand 
point  is  "without  form  and  void."  He  finds  this 
condition  general  in  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  and 
thus  comments: — 

"The  looseness  of  such  an  organization  should  at  once 
appeal  to  any  business  man;  and,  in  case  of  accident,  claims 
for  damage,  losses  or  personal  injury,  you  may  realize  the 
important  effect  that  they  would  have  upon  the  individual 
members  and  trustees." 
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In  Canada  we  do  not  approve  of  commercializing 
incorporation. 

His  experience  with  District  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priests,  our  Grand  Superintendents,  was  not  a 
happy  one: — 

"But  alas  how  have  the  mighty  fallen.  Before  the  year 
was  well  advanced,  I  found  that  many  of  our  vineyard 
workers  were  workers  in  name  only — and  wished  to  perform 
their  duties  by  the  correspondence  method  only.  I  regret 
to  state  that  as  a  plan  to  promote  activity,  and  shake  our- 
selves loose  from  the  confusing  moss  of  indolence  in  this 
Grand  Chapter,  the  past  year  did  not  register  100  per  cent." 

His  opinion  of  General  Grand  Chapter  was  not 
exactly  enthusiastic: — 

"The  meeting  was  most  interesting  from  the  outlook  upon 
the  dignified  Companions  present,  but  from  the  viewpoint 
of  instructive  Capitular  Masonry,  it  was  a  total  loss." 

Grand  Representatives  who  failed  to  function 
are  dismissed  with  one  swoop,  perhaps  too  sweep- 
ing:— 

"This  courtesy  habit  of  naming  Grand  Representatives — 
either  'of  or  'near' — is  one  of  the  gray,  bewhiskered  activities 
arising  from  time  without  date,  As  originally  planned  it 
formed  a  definite  link  of  personal  communication  between 
the  various  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Either  through  laziness 
or  disuse,  the  aforesaid  link  became  withered  and  useless, 
and  we  have  now  but  a  mere  idle  form,  taking  up  valuable 
time  during  our  Annual  Convocation,  as  well  as  expensive 
printed  space  in  our  Proceetdings.  Either  let  us  have  active 
and  worth-while  Grand  Representatives,  Companions  who 
will  know  their  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  come  in  here  with 
helpful  facts,  or  else  let  us  discard  this  useless  form.  Frank- 
ly, were  it  not  for  our  efficient  Foreign  Correspondent  and 
Grand  Secretary,  we  would  dwell  in  obscure  isolation  as 
regards  even  our  neighboring  Grand  Jurisdictions." 

Being  asked  for  a  dispensation  to  suspend  By- 
laws for  ninety  days  he  struck  a  true  note: — 

"I  did  not  feel  that  the  by-laws  should  be  suspended  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest  unless  an  emergency  existed.  Not 
being  informed  of  such  a  condition,  I  declined  to  issue  the 
dispensation." 

He  advocates  Secretaries  being  summoned  to 
Grand  Chapter  and  paid,  but  not  unless  they  are 
accompanied  by  signature  cards  for  Rituals.  Then 
he  says  they  "might  be  warm  and  move." 


174  APPENDIX 

Under  the  Good  of  the  Order  he  speaks  out: — 

"You,  as  Masons,  know  your  foundation,  realize  your 
superstructure  of  knowledge,  but  its  life  and  service  is  abso- 
lutely up  to  you.  We  come  to  these  Annual  Convocations 
filled  with  zeal,  ambitious  to  work. 

"Experience  tells  you  and  me  the  net  results.  Like  a 
child's  toy  balloon,  the  gas  enthusiasm  soon  escapes  and  by 
the  time  we  reach  our  homes,  our  Grand  Chapter  offices  exist 
as  such  only  through  the  possession  of  a  gold  embroidered 
apron  and  a  pleasant  memory.  We  are  ready  then  for 
another  Annual  Convocation.  How  can  we  expect  our  con- 
stituent Chapters  to  prosper  and  expand  with  such  leader- 
ship? For  the  past  several  years,  I  have  been  studying 
the  Chapter's  problems,  and  wake  to  find  the  solution  lying 
within  ourselves." 

Membership,  7,086.     Net  loss,  45. 

The  revised  code  became  effective  by  resolution. 

Grand  Orator  Mcintosh  presented  his  subject 
from  a  new  point  of  view  as  the  following  extracts 
will  show: — 

"Let  us  begin  our  task  by  dedicating  our  temple  to  the 
worship  of  God  as  did  our  Ancient  Grand  Master. 

"Do  you  ask  why  dedicate  it  before  laying  a  single  stone 
in  its  structure? 

"That  stone,  you  will  agree  with  me,  is  none  other  than 
truth,  the  great  object  of  Masonic  study. 

Justice  is  that  standard  or  boundary  of  right  which 
enables  us  to  render  unto  every  man  his  just  due  without 
distinction." 

He  added  to  the  cardinal  virtues  honesty,  in- 
dustry, fidelity,  self-sacrifice,  peace  and  the  key- 
stone-love, saying-  of  fidelity: — 

"Fidelity  has  been  termed  'the  chief  glory  in  the  crown 
of  manhood  and  the  brightest  jewel  in  the  diadem  of  a 
monarch.'  " 

And  summing  up  with  this  verse: — 

"Who  is  a  Mason?     It  is  one  whose  life 
Is   built   on   love,   on  kindness,    and    on    faith; 
WTho  toils  for  justice,  equity  and  peace, 
And  hides  no  aim  or  purpose  in  his  heart 
That  would  not  chord  with  universal  good." 

The  whole  of  the  finances  of  Grand  Chapter  are 
reviewed  and  show  an  actual  operating  deficit  of 
$781.00  to  the  wiping  out  of  which  annually,  Grand 
Chapter  is  bending  its  efforts  by  a  per  capita  tax. 
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In  acknowledging  his  jewel  (he  also  received  an 
apron)  Comp.  Baillie  said:  — 

"My  dear  Companion,  there  is  a  jewel  more  beautiful 
than  this,  the  jewel  of  memory.  I  have  had  great  happiness 
in  the  service  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  in  the  Blue  Lodge, 
in  the  Commandery,  and  now  in  the  Chapter  and  I  can  only 
say  I  wish  I  were  more  worthy." 

Canada  is  represented  by  Hugh  B.  Braden,  and 
Oregon  is  represented  by  David  A.  Clark,  of  Ottawa. 

The  Capitular  Review  is  for  the  seventh  time 
in  the  capable  charge  of  Walter  0.  Haines,  who  in 
his  introduction  is  thus  out-spoken:  — 

"During  the  past  year  we  have  been  considering  the  posi- 
tion of  the  'Cryptic  Rite,'  as  at  present  constituted  it  is  the 
weakest  of  all  Masonic  bodies,  and  is  not  in  any  way  engaged 
in  any  constructive  work  beyond  the  mere  canferring  of  de- 
grees. 

"We  believe  that  the  elimination  of  the  Past  Masters  De- 
gree would  be  a  good  thing.  There  is  nothing  ancient  about 
this  degree,  it  is  not  conferred  by  our  British  or  Canadian 
Companions,  and  it  contains  nothing  of  particular  value.  It 
does  not  make  a  Past  Master  of  anyone,  and  is  at  best  a 
subterfuge.  If  the  Royal  and  Select  Degrees  could  be  put 
in  the  place  of  the  Past  Masters  Degree,  and  the  Super  Ex- 
cellent Degree  placed  after  the  Most  Excellent  and  before 
the  Royal  Arch,  we  would  have  a  logical  sequence  of  degrees, 
that  would,  we  believe,  add  much  to  the  interest  of  our 
Companions. 

"Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  does  not  now  require 
an  applicant  for  Chapter  Degrees  to  be  a  Past  Master. 

"We  believe  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania  is 
to  be  congratulated  upon  this  action,  and  only  wish  that 
all  Grand  Chapters  would  act  in  the  same  manner." 

He  quotes  in  full  the  report  of  the  Grand  Third 
Principal  of  Alberta  with  approbation,  including 
the  following:  — 

"What  I  think  is  most  needed  now  is  a  more  thorough 
knowledge  of  what  our  Craft  stands  for  and  the  message 
which  it  should  bring  to  us,  if  we  are  going  to  get  any  in- 
telligent idea  of  the  reason  why  we  are  devoting  so  much 
time  and  effort  in  the  interests  of  the  Royal  Arch.  I  hope 
research  will  go  on." 

As  to  the  elevation  of  Officers  in  indifferent 
hands  our  colleague  says: — 

"If  there  is  any  one  subject  that  deserves  most  thorough 
discussion   and  consideration   it  is   this.     The  greatest  room 
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exists  for  improvement  in  both  Chapters  and  Grand  Chapters. 
Too  many  officers  are  'chair  warmers'  and  seem  to  take  but 
little  real  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  bodies  they  are  sup- 
posed to  be  serving." 

As  to  the  wearing  of  Regalia  on  the  street  he 

says: — 

"We  agree  with  Companion  Dunstan  and  believe  his 
action  well  considered  and  appropriate.  If  Blue  Lodge  Ma- 
sons may  appear  on  the  streets  in  regalia,  in  attending  divine 
service,  we  cannot  see  why  Royal  Arch  Masons  may  not  do 
likewise.  Some  of  our  Companions  appear  to  believe  that 
such  appearance  in  regalia  is  for  purposes  of  show  with  a 
desire  to  exhibit  themselves.  We  have  a  much  higher  opin- 
ion of  our  Companions  and  believe  that  the  ruling  reason 
is  the  desire  to  declare  to  the  world  their  belief  in  God  and 
those  principles  for  which  Masonry  stands." 

As  to  our  Grand  Superintendents  and  Comp. 
Gardiner's  Report  he  worthily  speaks  :— 

"Our  own  belief  is  that  the  method  of  Chapter  super- 
vision in  use  by  our  Canadian  Companions  is  the  best  yet 
devised  and  a  like  supervision  by  our  Grand  Chapter  would 
give  most  happy  results. 

"The  Committee  on  Capitular  Masonry  made  its  usual 
fine  report.  We  find  so  much  that  is  good  in  this  report  that 
we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting." 

Generally  he  says  that  nothing  that  is  cheap  can 
hold  a  Companion's  regard. 

He  pays  this  Reviewer  the  high  compliment  of 
filling  two  and  a  half  pages  with  extracts  from  our 
work  and  explains  the  absence  of  Canada's  former 
Grand  Representative  who  passed  the  Veils  a  few 
days  after  the  last  Annual  Convocation: — 

'In  his  report  we  find  so  much  that  is  of  interest,  so 
much  that  is  delightful,  that  we  want  to  quote  without 
limit." 

Of  social  organizations  under  Colorado  he 
says: — 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  is  right  as  far  as  he  goes 
but  we  feel  that  the  time  is  coming  when  such  organizations 
will  have  to  be  separated  from  legitimate  Masonic  Bodies 
entirely." 

All  will  not  agree  with  the  following  under  Col- 
orado:— 
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"To  be  frank  about  it,  we  all  know  that  the  attempt  to 
put  barriers  in  the  way  was  not  to  benefit  Lodges,  per  se,  or 
to  delay  the  application  of  Master  Masons  in  their  desire  to 
apply  for  membership  in  Chapters,  but  to  discourage  those 
whose  desire  was  to  rush  through  all  degrees  to  reach  the 
Shrine. 

"Not  a  single  Grand  Lodge  had  the  courage  to  make  such 
an  assertion  or  take  the  only  suitable  action,  viz.,  telling  the 
Shrine  to  get  out  and  stay  out  of  Masonry." 

He  recommends  the  English  Proceedings  to  the 
Companions  of  Oregon  and  congratulates  R.W.  Bro. 
Sir  Alfred  Robbins  upon  his  having  been  made  Past 
Grand  Warden. 

Victoria  gives  him  opportunity  for  these  cita- 
tions and  comments:  — 

"Masonry  it  out  to  make  men  better,  to  remind  us  that — 
"  'The  heart's  aye  the  part  aye 
That  makes  us  right  or  wrang," 
"We  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  expression  of  the  Grand 
Z.  in  which  he  serves  notice  on  officers,  in  that  they  must 
get  their  work.     This  is   so  much   in   variance   in  anything 
we  find  in  our  American  Jurisdictions  that  we  think  it  worth 
notice.      We  note  in  many  of  the  Proceedings  of  our  Com- 
panions in  various  parts   of  the   British   Empire  that  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  criticize  when  criticism  is  needed,  and  we 
are  certain  that  it  can  have  only  a  beneficial  effect." 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Walter  K.  Swetland,  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  Quarterly  Communication  was  held  March 
3rd,  1927,  at  which  Samuel  Shaw,  our  faithful 
Grand  Representative,  was  present.  He  seldom 
misses. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  the  membership 
as  59,925,  a  net  gain  of  147. 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  June  2nd, 
1927.  The  names  of  the  Grand  High  Priests  pres- 
ent are  familiar  in  our  mouths  as  household  words, 
Tennis,  Wells,  McConnell,  Quinby,  Core  and  Dar- 
row. 

Much  business  was  expeditiously  transacted.  , 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  September 
8th,  1927,  and  closed  in  peace  after  labour. 
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Quarterly  Communication  was  held  December 
8th,  1927,  with  the  same  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
present  and  a  very  large  attendance  of  visitors  and 
members.  Official  and  personal  welcome  was  ex- 
tended to  guests  from  New  York,  Connecticut,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Maine,  Virginia,  Quebec,  Nebraska, 
Delaware  and  to  our  own  Grand  Z.  Dunstan  and  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Price,  who  afterwards  received  much 
social  hospitality. 

The  Annual  Grand  Communication  was  held  in 
Philadelphia,  December  27th,  1927,  when  Grand 
High  Priest  Swetland  addressed  Grand  Chapter, 
speaking  of  the  wise  and  judicious  system  of  hold- 
ing District  meetings  each  year  which  has  become  a 
fixed  policy  of  Grand  Chapter. 

He  speaks  of  his  official  visit  to  University  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  at  the  celebration  of  its  50th  anniver- 
sary at  which  1,200  Companions  were  present  and 
three  remarkable  addresses  delivered — ''it  was  a 
glorious  reception  and  entertainment." 

At  the  request  of  Canada  the  Grand  High  Priest 
authorized  Bratford  Chapter  to  confer  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  upon  Comp.  Jones,  of  Cochrane  Chap- 
ter, Ontario,  by  courtesy. 

Among  his  decisions  are  the  following: — 

"(1)    Royal    Arch    Chapter in    rejecting    Brother 

null  and  void,  the  notices  for  the  meet- 
ing not   stating  the  name   correctly. 

"(2)   Null   and  void,  for  failure  to 

properly  advertise  and  correctly  spell  the  surname. 

"(3)   Petition    of     Brother null     and 

void,  the  name  advertised  being  incorrectly  spelled  and  the 
petition  having  been  signed  by  an  over  zealous  Companion 
pursuant  to  a  telephone  request  by  the  petitioner. 

"(4)    Petition    of    Brother null     and 

void,  for  the  reason  that  said  petition  as  recorded  on  the 
minutes  and  advertised  on  the  notices  the  surname  of  the 
petitioner  was  misspelled. 

"(5)   I  healed  the  action  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter in 

conferring  degrees  upon  Companion one 

week  after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  approval 
of  his  petition,  believing  that  the  Companion  complied  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  in  presenting  himself  for  the 
degrees." 
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Grand  King  Kunzig  evidently  was  touched  by  as 
well  as  touched  the  hearts  of  the  Companions  of 
Canada  on  his  ever  to  be  remembered  visit  to  us:  — 

"The  M.E.  Grand  King  reports  that  he  found  the  gates 
of  hospitality  thrown  wide  open  for  his  reception.  That 
he  was  the  recipient  of  many  very  high  compliments  upon 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Pennsylvania,  and  every  sentiment 
of  cordiality  and  Fraternal  welcome  was  extended  to  him." 

The  motto  of  his  visit  to  New  Jersey  was,  "may 
the  ties  that  unite  us  be  only  strengthened  by  time." 
This  is  of  universal  application.  Scotland  con- 
denses it  in  three  words — "Time  tryeth  troth." 

Of  the  elimination  of  the  "Passing  of  the  Chair" 
as  a  prerequisite  for  admission  into  Chapter,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  says: — 

"This  question  had  been  seriously  agitated  for  many 
years  and  opinion  varied  as  to  its  practical  workings.  In 
adopting  these  Amendments  Grand  Chapter  did  nothing 
whatever  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  Degree  of  Past 
Master  Mason  or  'Passing  to  the  Chair.'  It  simply  declared 
itself  an  independent  Sovereign  Body,  and  ceased  to  meddle 
with,  or  concern  itself,  about  matters  over  which  it  never 
had,  or  claimed,  Jurisdiction.  This  policy  has  now  been  in 
force  for  one  year  and  I  believe  that  it  has  proven  itself 
beyond  a  doubt,  of  great  benefit  to  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Pennsylvania." 

He  speaks  of  our  old  friend,  Joseph  E.  Quinby. 
Grand  Secretary,  and  his  vigilant  thoughtful  atten- 
tion to  all  details. 

Of  the  cementing  power  of  inter-switching  with 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions  he  says  and  we  agree: — 

"The  interchange  of  official  visitations  has  been  highly 
beneficial  and  has  established  Fraternal  and  social  relations 
unparalleled  in  our  history.  This  was  manifested  in  a  marked 
degree  at  the  December  Quarterly  Communication  when  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  in  Grand  Chapter  twelve  sister 
Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States  and  Canada." 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Swetland  was  re-installed. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  composed 
of  John  M.  Core,  H.  F.  Brossman,  E.  W.  Rushton, 
Harry  J.  Bell,  and  Eli  Edmundson,  and  the  Grand 
Jurisdictions  of  the  world  are  divided  between  them 
for  review,  ours  happily  falling  to  our  good  friend 
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M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Core,  who  also  writes  the 
preamble  and  the  conclusion  to  the  general  review. 
In  his  preface  he  says: — 

"The  great  loss  by  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues 
may  be  a  blessing  in  disguise.  It  may  mean  the  natural 
sifting  out  of  the  unfit,  and  the  unthinking  who  swept  into 
Freemasonry  in  the  past  few  years.  It  may  simply  be 
the  recession  which  follows  all  hysteria  such  as  we  went 
through  from  1914  to  1920. 

"Why  this  recession? 

"We  would  answer  first,  lack  of  care  in  selection.  This 
we  think  is  fundamental  and  undisputed.  Next  inefficient 
officers  and  non-payment  of  dues.  Another  thing  contributing 
to  this  deplorable  condition  is  the  failure  of  the  Chapter  to 
give  new  members  something  to  do.  We  do  not  mean  to  elect 
them  to  office  or  give  them  floor  appointments.  We  do  mean 
that  there  should  be  something  provided  in  the  Chapters  to 
interest  the  new  members,  and  in  the  doing  of  which  the  new 
member  would  feel  that  he  was  rendering  some  service.  If 
the  Chapter  has  any  mission,  it  is  to  furnish  the  members 
with  an  opportunity  of  service. 

"An  educational  or  charitable  programme,  to  mention  only 
two,  might  well  serve  to  interest  and  employ  the  activities  of 
many  Companions.  It  is  folly  to  wrap  our  beautiful  robes 
around  us  and  deliver  a  long  line  of  glittering  generalities 
on  the  beauties  of  charity,  hospitality,  service,  etc.,  and 
never  give  the  candidate  a  chance  to  exercise  these  wonder- 
ful privileges. 

"Another  cause  of  lack  of  interest,  in  our  opinion,  is 
the  'Job  lot'  of  making  them  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Coming 
into  many  Chapters  in  large  classes,  the  Chapter  could  not, 
and  did  not  assimilate  them. 

"We  think  that  the  blame  lies  equally  between  the  Chap- 
ter and  the  member,  with  possibly  the  more  blame  on  the 
officers  of  the  Chapter." 

In  his  review  of  Canada  he  speaks  of  the  visit 
of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Kunzig  and  Comp.  Cole  to  us.  Of 
our  progress  he  says  in  speaking  of  the  Grand  Z.'s 
address: — 

"While  not  so  great  as  in  some  past  years,  yet  a  very 
healthy  growth  is  noted.  Each  year  witnesses  substantial 
advancement  all  along  the  line  of  Capitular  activities." 

He  thus  sums  up  good  work  well  done: — 

"Many  Jurisdictions  have  suffered  numerical  loss.  This 
may  not  be  an  unmixed  evil  as  it  may  only  mean  the  weeding 
out  of  numbers  who  for  one  reason  or  another  have  never 
been  interested. 
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"  'Unless  a  member  contributes  something  to  Masonry, 
other  than  an  annual  fee,  he  adds  little  to  the  strength  of 
the  Order  and  nothing  to  the  great  work  which  it  carries 
on.' 

"The  Grand  Scribe  E.  (R.E.  Companion  Henry  T. 
Smith)   is,  as  always,  a  model." 

He  is  too  generously  friendly  to  our  Canadian 
Review  saying,  and  we  glow  with  pleasure  as  we 
read:  — 

"It  is  the  delight  and  despair  of  the  other  novices  at  the 
round  table.  To  write  a  review  of  this  masterly  review  is 
entirely  beyond  the  capacity  of  at  least  one  Correspondent." 

England  is  dismissed  with  a  few  lines  as  it  is 
in  many  Grand  Jurisdictions  because  of  the  partial 
and  pamphlet  nature  of  their  reports  of  Proceed- 
ings, no  annual  being  issued  by  England,  a  great 
loss  to  the  Royal  Craft.     Why? 

Here  are  H.J.B.'s  wise  comments  under  New 
York:— 

"In  our  humble  opinion  the  entire  fabric  of  the  Ritual 
of  the  degree  is  necessary.  No  part  of  it  can  be  dissevered 
without  doing  damage  to  the  entire  ceremony.  Here  is  a 
paragraph  from  the  address  that  has  in  it  the  right  ring: 
'Personally  I  have  believed  for  some  time  that  the  thing 
lacking  in  our  organization  is  a  practical  philanthropic  work 
or  goal.  True,  we  do  give  to  the  Brethren  'More  Light'  and 
eventually  communicate  to  them  the  ineffable  Masonic  secret, 
trusting  that  the  lessons  promulgated  will  tend  to  make  good 
Masons  better  Masons.  This  is  a  great  work  in  itself,  but 
purely  individual  and  ethical  in  nature,  affording  no  means 
of  concerted  outward  expression,  in  a  practical  way,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  less  fortunate  of  our  members,  in  sickness  and 
distress.' 

"We  have  always  believed  that  Masonry  is  not  merely  a 
philosophy  of  life  to  be  taught,  but  a  life  to  be  lived,  and  any 
one  who  wraps  the  mantle  of  Masonic  excellence  about  him- 
self and  does  not  reach  out  and  down  to  help  those  in  need 
has  neither  caught  the  spirit  nor  the  purpose  of  Masonry." 

In  Comp.  Core's  conclusion  we  get  some  good 
practical  and  rallying  advice : — 

"Appoint  a  Committee  of  your  members,  no  officers  or 
Past  High  Priests — to  take  up  the  Proceedings  of  Grand 
Chapter  and  at  the  regular  meetings  make  reports  thereon. 

"Take  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  A 
sufficient  number  of  the  Proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter  are 
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sent  to  each  Chapter  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  the 
necessary  data. 

"Another  Committee  occurs  to  the  writer,  and  he  con- 
fesses that  he  has  never  seen  any  form  for  it.  That  is  a 
Committee  on  Delinquents.  We  appoint  a  Committee  of  in- 
vestigation to  investigate  the  candidate  before  ballot,  why 
should  we  not  have  a  like  Committee  to  investigate  carefully 
and  make  report  to  the  Chapter  before  action  is  taken  on 
suspending  the  Companion. 

"Many  a  Companion,  if  he  realized  the  Companions  had 
an  interest  in  him,  would  reconsider  the  matter  before  allow- 
ing himself  to  be  suspended. 

"Every  Chapter  in  the  State  ought  to  have  a  report  at 
least  on  the  Committee's  report.  But  they  won't  do  it,  and 
no  one  knows  it  better  than  the  writer." 

1927  membership  is  reported  as  61,569. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  J.  Reade,  of  Toronto,  represents 
Pennsylvania. 

QUEBEC. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  B.  J.  Moore,  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal Z. 

The  Fifty-first  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
the  Masonic  Temple,  Montreal  28th,  March,  1928. 

The  next  Convocation  will  be  held  27th  of 
March,  1929,  in  Montreal. 

Four  Past  Grand  Z.'s  were  present. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  was  not  able  to 
be  present. 

From  the  able,  sympathetic  and  characteristic 
address  of  the  Grand  Z.  (extracts  from  which  can 
only  give  a  partial  taste  of  its  quality)  we  make 
the  following  selections  illustrating  his  graphic 
style: — 

"While  on  this  subject  need  I  mention  the  concise  and 
valuable  report  of  our  'Evergreen'  Grand  Lecturer,  who 
always  'Judges  with  candour  and  admonishes  with  friend- 
ship.' 

"The  Master  Mason  may  be  lost  in  nebulous  uncertainty, 
but  the  Royal  Arch  will  act  as  a  warm  zephyr  to  clear  any 
uncertainty  which  may  have  existed  in  heart  and  brain. 

"You  will  note  my  beloved  American  Companions  I  do 
not  use  the  term  'Foreign  Jurisdictions,'  this  to  my  mind 
is  a  misnomer,  for  after  all,  are  we  not  all  of  one  and  the 
same  breed  in  Masonry  whether  we  be  Celt,  Scot,  or  Sassen- 
ach?" 
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He  comments  with  sincere  tributes  upon  the 
deaths  of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Kinghorn,  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
Walter  C.  Hagar,  (Grand  Master  for  three  weeks 
only)  and  Comp.  Henry  J.  Elliott,  K.C.,  identified 
with  the  cure  of  the  crippled  and  under-privileged 
child  and  identified  with  the  writer  and  with  the 
whole  legal  "Brotherhood  of  the  Long  Robe"  as 
Chairman  of  the  Membership  Committee  of  the 
Canadian  Bar  Association,  who  had  from  its  or- 
ganization endeared  himself  to  all  its  2,700  mem- 
bers:— 

"We  do  not  sigh  when  golden  skies  have  donned 
The  purple  shadows  and  the  gray  of  night, 
Because  we  know  the  morning  lies  beyond 
And  we  must  wait  a  little  while  for  light." 

He  speaks  of  the  wonderful  Church  service  at  the 
Church  of  St.  James  the  Apostle,  and  the  sermon  of 
Ex.  Comp.  Canon  Shatford,  upon  the  inspiring  text 
"Go  through  the  midst  of  the  City  and  set  a  mark 
upon  the  foreheads  of  the  men." 

Of  his  visit  to  us  he  thus  speaks: — 

"My  last  official  visit  was  to  our  mother  Grand  Chapter 
namely  that  of  Canada  in  Ontario.  This  annual  session 
was  held  in  London.  My  travelling  partner  was  our  Grand 
Scribe  E.  Our  reception  by  Ex.  Comp.  Dunstan  was  indeed 
cordial,  his  words  of  welcome  having  the  true  ring  of  affec- 
tion that  a  mother  would  tender  her  child,  and  in  my  Ma- 
sonic experience  I  know  of  no  man  whose  principles  I  would 
prefer  to  emulate  than  his." 

The  Earl  of  Cassillis,  Grand  Z.  of  Scotland,  re- 
ceived a  warm  welcome  in  Quebec:  — 

"This  address  would  not  be  complete  without  reference  to 
the  charming  visit  we  received  from  this  renowned  Crafts- 
man." 

And  thus  he  bids  farewell:  — 

"During  my  tenure  of  office  which  calls  for  prudence, 
diplomacy  and  hours  of  acceptable  toil,  I  know  I  have  fallen 
short  in  each  and  every  case,  no  one  need  remind  me  of  my 
short  comings  for  I  know  they  are  many  but  I  endeavoured 
to  serve,  as  I  feel  I  was  never  moulded  to  'rule  and  govern.' 

"And  so!  Fellow  Craftsmen  all!  'we  have  met  upon  the 
level  and  we  shall  part  upon  the  square,'  the  level  of  equity 
and  equality  and  the  tried  square  of  sincere  love  and 
brotherly  affection." 
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M.  Ex.  Comp.  Moore  with  fulfillment  in  his 
words  and  an  Irish  caress  in  his  speech  and  manner, 
will  never  be  forgotten. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith,  R.  Ex.  Companions 
W.  G.  Price  and  Henry  T.  Smith,  were  introduced 
and  received  with  Grand  Honours. 

W.  J.  Edwards,  of  Coaticook,  was  elected  and 
installed  Grand  Z. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Cameron  represents  us  near 
Quebec  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Edward  B.  Brown,  K.C., 
represents  Quebec. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the 
forty-first  in  succession  of  the  dean  of  all  Reviewers 
at  the  Square  Table,  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  P.G.Z.,  who 
in  his  introduction  says:  — 

"The  fact  that  all  important  matters  of  current  Masonic 
interest,  especially  as  affecting  the  membership  and  interest 
of  the  Royal  Craft,  are  dealt  with  in  the  following  pages, 
under  the  title  of  the  particular  Jurisdiction  affected  there- 
by, renders  any  futher  comment  in  this  place  quite  unneces- 
sary, though  it  is  perfectly  germane  to  the  subject  to  note 
the  fact  that  there  is  constant  and  steady  progress  and 
prosperity  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  Capitular  world." 

We  regret  that  apparently  the  Proceedings  of 
Canada  had  not  reached  him  in  time. 

He  gives  a  very  full  and  informing  review  of 
England,  quoting  in  full  several  addresses  of  that 
wonderful  leader,  Lord  Ampthill,  Pro-first  Grand 
Principal,  as  of  course  he  is  also  Pro-Grand  Master. 

Under  Illinois  he  quotes: — 

"The  moving  finger  writes,  and  having  writ, 
Moves  on,  nor  all  your  Piety  and  Wit 
Shall  lure  it  back  to  cancel  half  a  Line, 

Nor  all  your  tears  wash  out  a  Word  of  it." 

This  under  Iowa: — 

"A  Companion  should  ever  be  on  the  alert,  that  his  in- 
fluence will  reflect  Truth,  Right  and  Justice. 

"The  real  test  of  the  inward  light  of  man  is  the  power 
of  its  outward  radiation." 

Comp.  Chambers  has  an  eye  for  the  striking  and 
the  beautiful  wherever  he  gleans: — 
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"Souls  are  built  as  temples  are, 
Based  on  Truth's  eternal  law, 
Every  fair  thing  finds  its  place, 
Every  hard  thing  lends  a  grace, 
Every  hand  may  make  or  mar." 

All  hail  to  Quebec,  our  daughter  and  our  sister. 


QUEENSLAND  (MILES). 

M.E.  Companion  John  Andrew  Miles,  First 
Grand  Principal. 

Thomas  C.  Moxley,  Coorparoo,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

A  Convocation  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  in  South  Brisbane,  30th  April,  1927,  at 
which  a  letter  was  read  from  Canada  regarding 
Queensland's  request  for  recognition.  It  was 
recorded  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ireland  had 
recognized  this  Grand  Chapter  of  Queensland.  The 
Proceedings  of  Canada  are  acknowledged. 

The  Report  of  Grand  Committee  dealt  in  full 
with  the  negotiations  for  amalgamation  with  the 
other  Grand  Chapter.  The  difficulty  appears  to 
have  narrowed  down  to  the  insistance  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  upon  the  eligibility  of  First,  Second  or 
Third  Principal  being  dependent  upon  the  fact  of 
the  elected  Principal  having  been  Master  or  Past 
Master  of  a  regular  Craft  Lodge  holding  under  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  Queensland. 

In  the  discussion  Comp.  Hertzberg,  expressed 
very  liberal  and  conciliatory  views  as  follows: — 

"I  do  not  think  we  should  approach  the  question  in  the 
manner  suggested.  We  should  meet  as  a  body  of  physicians 
to  heal  a  sore  in  Capitular  Masonry  running  deeply  into 
our  body.  We  should  approach  it  with  an  open  mind.  The 
rank  and  file  in  Blue  Masonry  want  union  before  they  will 
join  the  Red  Chapters,  and  until  that  is  accomplished  they 
are  standing  aloof.  The  other  body  are  establishing  Chap- 
ters all  over  the  country.  I  have  told  them  they  were  not 
acting  Masonically  in  doing  so  while  the  question  of  amalga- 
mation is  a  bone  of  contention.  The  only  real  dispute  is  that 
of  the  Principal's  Chair  being  filled  by  a  member  from  the 
floor  of  the  Chapter.  We  must  be  big  in  this  matter.  If 
it  means  we  should  give  way  on  that  point.  I  see  several 
Companions  shaking  their  heads,  but  I  still  think  we  ought 
to  be  big  on  this  question  and  give  way,  if  our  giving  way 
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means  unity.  If  this  delegation  is  appointed  let  us  not  go 
50  per  cent,  of  the  way  to  meet  the  other  body,  but  90  per 
cent.  We  shall  then  stand  higher  in  their  eyes,  and  in  the 
eyes  of  Capitular  Masonry  generally." 

M.E.  Comp.  Bingham  said  during  the  debate: — 

He  spoke  from  experience  of  a  Chapter  which  permitted 
Master  Masons  to  occupy  the  1st  Principal's  chair,  the  re- 
sult being  indifferent  work.  It  was  fairly  easy  to  get  into 
a  Chapter,  and  if  the  resolution  was  adopted  and  Master 
Masons  let  into  office  indiscriminately,  the  result  would  be 
bad  work  and  a  falling  away  from  the  present  high  stand- 
ard." 

R.E.  Comp.  Gillies  made  this  contribution  to  the 
discussion: — 

"I  well  remember  sitting  beside  a  brother  in  a  Blue  Lodge 
who  was  decorated  with  many  jewels,  and,  to  my  astonish- 
ment, when  a  Board  of  Installed  Masters  was  about  to  be 
formed,  this  brother  had  to  retire.  He  explained,  as  he  did 
so,  that  he  was  only  a  Master  Mason,  although  he  had  passed 
through  the  Chair  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  taken 
several  other  degrees." 

The  Grand  Inspector  of  Workings  made  a  com- 
prehensive report. 

A  regular  Convocation  was  held  in  South  Bris- 
bane, 29th  October,  1927,  at  which  full  Reports  were 
presented. 

Grand  First  Principal  Miles  was  re-elected  for 
the  tenth  time. 

From  the  Grand  First  Principal's  address  we 
make  the  following  extracts: — 

"The  silly  point  has  been  raised  that  each  Grand  Chapter 
is  a  law  unto  itself,  and  no  outside  body  can  dictate  what 
it  shall,  or  what  it  shall  not  do.  This,  to  me,  is  the  weakness 
of  Freemasonry  at  the  present  time.  We  boast  that  it  is 
a  universal  science. 

"Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  world 
say  that  an  Installed  Principal  must  be  an  Installed  Master 
of  a  Craft  Lodge.    (Query?) 

"To  be  an  Installed  Principal  in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
and  not  eligible  to  sit  in  a  Board  of  Installed  Masters,  is 
humiliating  to  that  Installed  Principal,  and  a  lowering  of 
the  dignity  of  his  Grand  Chapter." 

There  would  appear  to  be  thirteen  constituent 
Chapters  in  this  Grand  Chapter.  We  trust  that 
before  our  next  Review,  union  will  have  been  con- 
summated. 
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QUEENSLAND  (QUINN). 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  F.  Quinn,  (Director  of 
Public  Works,)  First  Grand  Principal  Z. 

The  Regular  Convocation  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Queensland  was  held  at 
Brisbane,  3rd  October,  1928,  Deputy  First  Grand 
Principal  Fraser  in  the  chair. 

We  note  that  R.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  Frankel  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Grand  Committee.  He  bears  a  name 
well  known  in  Toronto  Masonic  circles. 

The  First  Principal  was  absent  and  with  many 
others  wrote  apologies.  This  is  a  courteous  custom 
found  in  Australasia  as  well  as  in  England  and 
Scotland. 

The  Earl  of  Cassillis  conveyed  heartiest  greet- 
ings through  the  Representative  of  Scotland. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Quinn's  address  will  hold  its  own 
with  any  other  that  we  have  read  this  year.  The 
following  are  extracts  which  will  illustrate  this: — 

"Not  merely  contemplating  and  reflecting  upon  the  truths, 
principles  and  beautiful  ideals  of  Capitular  Masonry,  but  to 
put  them  into  practice  in  the  routine  of  our  daily  vocations. 

"During  the  past  year  some  of  our  Companions  have 
completed  their  sojourn  here,  but  their  lives  and  work  will 
ever  be  to  us  a  fragrant  memory." 

The  material  may  die,  but  the  spiritual  lives 
for  ever: — 

"There  is  a  better  day  dawning;  its  sunbeams  even  now 
are  gilding  the  grim  and  austere  mountain  tops,  changing 
them  into  things  of  beauty,  making  glad  the  hearts  of  those 
who  have  been  in  the  Valley,  renewing  their  hope  for  that 
better  day. 

From  this  profound  and  reverent  Faith  flows  heroic  devo- 
tion, self-respect,  fraternal  affection  and  union,  fidelity  in 
life  and  consolation  in  death.  Upon  this  Faith  our  Order 
stands,  in  this  Faith  it  lives  and  labours,  and  by  this  Faith 
it  conquers;  In  it,  and  over  it,  is  the  Supreme  Will  of  the 
M.H.,  which  initiates,  impels  and  controls  all;  higher  than 
this,  Faith  cannot  fly;  deeper  than  this,  thought  cannot 
plumb,  and  from  it  flow  those  bright  streams  of  hope  on 
which  sail  the  frail  barques  of  our  humanity." 

He  quotes  in  full  Lord  AmpthilPs  address  on 
Zerubbabel  and  Truth,  interesting  from  the  dra- 
matic as  well  as  the  traditional  point  of  view. 
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Ten  new  Chapters  were  added  during  the  year, 
a  splendid  record. 

Distances  travelled  in  some  cases  totalled  1,500 
miles. 

In  July  last  the  District  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot- 
land in  New  South  Wales  paid  an  official  visit  to 
this  State  and  were  warmly  welcomed. 

We  in  Canada  with  our  vast  open  spaces  scarcely 
realize  that  there  is  another  Continent  called 
Australia  and  some  idea  may  be  gathered  of  its  size 
from  the  following  as  to  Queensland  alone: — 

"We  are  now  exercising  Jurisdiction  in  quite  an  appreci- 
able portion  of  the  land  surface  of  the  earth.  This  State  has 
an  area  of  670,500  square  miles,  Papua  has  90,540  square 
miles,  and  New  Guinea  75,240  square  miles,  the  extent  of 
territory  comprising  the  sphere  of  our  operations  thus 
amounting  to  about  836,000  square  miles. " 

The  Grand  Registrar  in  this  Jurisdiction  as  in 
other  British  Jurisdictions,  performs  the  judicial 
duties  of  legal  adviser  and  carefully  scrutinizes  all 
By-laws. 

The  Grand  First  Principal  and  his  official  family 
made  many  visitations  throughout  Queensland. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  amount  to  the  hand- 
some total  of  £3,207. 

Under  Benevolence  the  Committee  report  in  full 
the  whole  of  what  they  deem  the  noble  final  charge 
commencing  "Let  it  be  instilled  into  your  hearts." 

The  Grand  Chapter  closed  in  due  form  with 
solemn  prayer. 

RHODE  ISLAND  (not  received — but  see  pages 
72-219-236-238). 

SASKATCHEWAN. 

J.  Orville  Clarke,  M.E.  Grand  Z. 

Comp.  Orville  Clarke  is  a  Bay  of  Quinte  boy, 
having  been  born  near  Picton  and  like  many  other 
Representatives  of  that  picturesque  and  productive 
district,  has  made  good  in  the  West. 

A  special  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  in  Regina,  November  10th,  1927,  to  receive  M. 
Ex.  the  Earl  of  Cassillis,  First  Grand  Principal  of 
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Scotland.  He  was  accorded  a  warm  welcome  by  a 
large  meeting.  The  R.A.M.  Degree  was  exemplified 
by  Wascana  Chapter  No.  1,  a  Chapter  that  lives  up 
to  its  number,  and  following  the  meeting  a  Banquet 
was  served  after  which  the  Rt.  Hon.  guest  told  many 
incidents  in  connection  with  his  visits  among  the 
Maoris,  in  China,  South  Africa,  in  Australia  and  in 
the  U.S.A.  He  was  presented  with  a  handsome 
Buffalo  robe  as  a  souvenir  of  his  visit. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Sas- 
katoon, February  29th,  1928. 

The  Grand  Z.  while  practical,  is  yet  an  idealist 
in  both  prose  and  poetry,  in  the  latter  of  which  his 
address  teems.  From  his  opening  we  make  the  fol- 
lowing excerpts : — 

"It  is  a  delightful  privilege  to  receive  friends,  both  old 
and  new,  into  the  fraternal  atmosphere  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter— friends  who  rank  among  the  most  interested  and  the 
most  eminent  of  the  Royal  Craftsmen  in  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction. 
"My  struggling  soul  may  never  gain  the  prize  it  covets  so, 

It  may  not  reach  the  gates  of  paradise  at  sunset's  glow : 
But  I  have  faith  that  in  the  shadows  blue,  at  set  of  sun, 

I  shall  be  judged  by  what  I've  tried  to  do,  not  what  I've 
done." 

His  tributes  to  those  in  the  undiscovered  country 
are  touching,  closing  with  this  verse: — 

"In  that  great  cloister's   stillness  and   seclusion, 
By  guardian  angels,  led, 
Safe  from  temptation,  safe  from  sin's  pollution, 
They  live,  whom  we  call  dead." 

Trinity  Chapter,  Melville,  well  remembered  by 
this  Reviewer  on  account  of  his  friend,  Comp.  Hen- 
ning,  receives  worthy  commendation: — 

"This  Chapter  is  to  be  commended  on  its  enterprising 
methods  of  attracting  attendance  at  its  meetings  and  is 
setting  a  worthwhile  example  for  others  to  follow." 

Battleford  and  other  centres  are  also  bright  spots 
in  memory  of  my  official  visits  while  Grand  Z.  when 
Saskatchewan  was  still  within  the  compass  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Their  Past  Grand  First  Principal,  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Spencer,  was  unable  to  come  to  London  as  our  Grand 
Chapters  met  in  the  same  month  and  he  asked  Comp. 
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Spencer  to  represent  him  but  Comp.  Spencer  was 
unable  as  he  was  then  suffering  from  what  proved  to 
be  his  last  illness. 

Saskatchewan  conferred  a  degree  at  our  request 
on  a  Companion  from  Pembroke. 

The  Grand  Z.  says  that  "our  forces  have  started 
on  a  forward  march  such  as  not  heretofore  ex- 
perienced during  the  five  years." 

His  conclusion  differs  from  the  usual  platitudes 
and  touches  on  symbolism  and  land  marks.  He 
says: — 

"To  know  and  understand,  and  above  all,  to  turn  to 
practical  account,  its  symbols  and  hidden  lore,  is  the  very 
perfection  of  Masonry." 

Masonry  has  a  higher  mission  to-day  than  mere 
conviviality: — 

"Symbolism  gives  us  the  poetry  of  life  instead  of  plain 
prose  and  constructs  formulas  to  measure  the  distances  of  the 
stars. 

"And,  as  it  is  impossible  to  render  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  a  country  without  the  knowledge  of  these  laws,  so  it  is 
impossible  for  any  Mason  to  render  a  rational  and  satis- 
factory obedience  to  the  laws  .written  or  unwritten,  of  the 
Lodge  or  Chapter  into  which  he  has  been  introduced,  and 
over  which  he  may  be  chosen  to  preside,  without  the  intelli- 
gent knowledge  and  study  of  these  laws. 

"We  walk  the  path  the  great  have  trod, 
The  great  in  heart,  the  great  in  mind, 
Who  looked  through  Masonry  to  God, 
'And  looked  through  God  to  all  mankind, 
Found  more  than  word  or  sign  or  grip, 
Found  man's  and  God's  relationship." 

Membership,  2,602.     Net  gain,  34. 

During  the  five  years  they  have  gained  115  in 
all,  having  "unmade"  many  members. 

Grand  Secretary  Francis  B.  Reilly  quaintly  says 
that  the  attainment  to  the  position  of  Grand  First 
Principal  has  a  very  mellowing  effect  on  our  Com- 
panions. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  of  their  Districts  re- 
ported on  many  activities. 

$300  was  granted  for  benevolence  and  Assini- 
boia  Chapter  is  reported  as  having  expended  $550, 
having  equipped  a  ward  in  the  local  Hospital.     Well 
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done!  Together  the  seven  Districts  expended  $1,- 
194.00,  a  most  creditable  showing.  They  have  tap- 
ped the  wells  of  philanthropy. 

As  to  raising  dues  of  individual  Chapters,  some 
being  only  $3.00,  the  Committee  on  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry recommends: — 

"For  an  individual  Chapter  to  attempt  to  raise  its  own 
dues  sometimes  raises  such  a  storm  of  protest  as  to  make 
it  impossible  or  at  least  inadvisable,  but  we  feel  that  if  this 
step  were  taken  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  it  would  meet  with  a 
much  more  favourable  reception." 

They  close  thus  well: — 

"Your  Committee  feels  that  there  is  one  shining  instance 
where  it  can  exemplify  its  reason  for  existence  by  combating 
the  insidious  propaganda  of  biogtry  and  sectionalism.  Com- 
panions, as  toleration  is  the  mark  of  greatness  in  a  nation, 
and  should  be  in  our  nation,  as  it  has  carried  to  world  su- 
premacy. 

"To  you  from  faithful  hands  we  throw 
The  torch;  be  yours  to  hold  it  high."' 

We  are  glad  to  note  the  activities  of  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
H.  M.  P.  de  Roche  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Yorke,  both 
well  known  to  this  Reviewer,  and  Comp.  de  Roche 
having  many  relatives  here. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in 
Regina,  February,  1929. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  is  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Arthur  S.  Gorrell,  and  Saskatchewan's  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Bernard  Cairns. 

Brief  but  comprehensive  Reviews  are  from 
the  experienced  pen  of  Grand  Secretary  Reilly  who 
says  under  Alabama:  — 

"The  Committee  on  Masonry  and  American  Citizenship 
submit  a  report  which  rather  knocks  the  State  Administra- 
tion on  education.  If  such  a  report  was  made  in  our  Grand 
Chapter  a  lively  political  scrap  would  be  started  in  less  then 
five  minutes." 

This  under  Alberta  has  a  neighbourly  touch: — 

"(Notwithstanding  their  high  altitude  and  sunny  climate 
they  are  human  like  the  rest  of  us)." 

He  quotes  largely  from  Grand  Z.  Dunstan's  ad- 
dress at  Ottawa. 


192  APPENDIX 

Of  the  Grand  Superintendents'  good  work  he 
says: — 

"The  Grand  Superintendents  are  on  the  job  as  they  seem 
to  be  from  year  to  year.  Canada  has  a  happy  faculty  of 
selecting  none  but  good  men  for  this  work.  Men  who  work 
and  whose  work  is  appreciated  and  through  their  efforts 
Grand  Chapter  reaches  success. " 

Quoting  from  Comp.  Gardiner's  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry he  adds  "what  need  to  say  any  more" — the 
highest  praise. 

He  kindly  calls  our  Review  one  of  the  best  of 
many  good  ones,  full  of  carefully  selected  extracts 
and  comments,  a  very  fine  picture  of  the  year  is 
given. 

He  is  struck  by  Lord  Ampthill's  remarks  under 
England:  — 

"No  body  can  properly  appreciate  the  dignity  and  high 
importance  of  Masonry,  until  he  has  seen  how  large  a  part 
it  plays  in  the  lives  of  our  Brethren  who  live  in  distant 
lands  across  the  seas." 

And  he  explains  to  Comp.  Hubbell  and  answers 
his  query  under  Florida  as  follows: — 

"We  have  no  Order  of  High  Priesthood,  consequently  no 
report.  Our  recognition  of  Past  Officers  seems  to  puzzle 
our  American  friends.  In  Saskatchewan  a  Past  Officer  as 
such  has  no  authority.  He  is  given  the  rank  in  recognition 
of  having  occupied  a  position  and  rendered  service.  If  he 
is  elected  to  an  office  and  does  not  perform  his  duties  he  is 
not  given  the  rank  of  'Past.'  " 

South  Dakota  furnishes  a  worthy  conclusion  to 
our  colleague's  Review: — 

"In  recent  years  a  new  light  has  appeared  upon  the 
Fraternal  horizon.  It  is  the  light  of  Truth,  of  Co-operation 
— of  Human  Service. 

"Our  institutions  that  serve  have  a  right  to  survive." 

Proud  as  we  are  of  our  daughter  and  sister 
Jurisdiction,  we  cannot  do  better  than  reprint  the 
whole  of  the  annual  summing  up  of  the  assets  of 
Saskatchewan.  All  Jurisdictions  always  look  on  the 
inner  cover  for  it.     Long  may  they  prosper ! — 

"The  natural  resources  of  Saskatchewan  are  scarcely 
touched    as   yet,  but,   measured  by  present   production,    coal 
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is  the  chief  mineral.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  sixty 
billion  tons  of  lignite  coal  in  the  Province  and  there  are 
only  some  480,000  tons  mined  annually.  Clay  is  next  in 
importance  and  Saskatchewan  can  boast  of  a  splendid  variety 
grading  from  the  coarser  brick  and  tile  clays  to  the  fine 
pottery  and  semi-china  clays.  Sodium  sulphate  in  large  de- 
posits is  found,  while  copper,  silver,  mica,  gold,  Cobalt  and 
iron  ores  are  also  among  Saskatchewan's  minerals.  In  the 
northern  parts  of  the  Province  there  are  vast  tracts  of 
forests,  suitable  for  lumber  manufacture.  Numerous  rivers 
and  lakes  supply  abundance  of  fish,  and  the  fast  running- 
streams  of  many  of  Saskatchewan's  northern  rivers  will 
produce  when  harnessed  nearly  a  million  horse  power  of 
energy." 

SCOTLAND. 

M.  Ex.  the  Rt.  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Cassillis,  First 
Grand  Principal, 

Rt.  Ex.  G.  A.  Howell,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Among  the  Depute  First  Grand  Principals  is 
C.  C.  Nisbet,  W.S.,  a  kinsman  of  this  Reviewer. 

Canada's  representation  was  blank  in  the  list 
but  A.  J.  Campbell  of  Dalmuir,  represented  Canada. 

W.  H.  Wardrope,  K.C.,  of  Hamilton,  amply  repre- 
sents Scotland. 

All  Districts,  including  the  Transvaal,  Western 
Australia,  Western  Mediterranean,  China,  Fiji,  etc., 
are  found  in  the  roll  of  Officers.  Scotland's  aegis 
is  wide-spread.  As  one  reads  the  far-flung  brother 
line  one  wonders  at  one's  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
geography  of  the  Empire  and  a  useful  lesson  in 
pride  of  race  might  be  learned  from  a  simple  perusal 
of  these  pages. 

"There  is  neither  east  nor  west,  border  nor  breed  nor  birth 
When  good  strong  men  come  face  to  face, 
Though  they  come  from  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

A  new  Chapter  to  be  called  "Sphinx"  in  Sydney, 
was  authorized  at  the  Convocation  held  in  Edin- 
burgh, 21st  March,  1928. 

Many  apologies  were  read.  Scottish  folk  do  not 
forget  these  courtesies. 

The  133rd  Psalm  was  sung. 

We  read:  — 
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"M.E.  Companion  Nisbet,  then  said — 'As  First  Grand 
Principal  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  may  the  blessing  of  Heaven  be  ever  with  you  to 
guide  and  direct  your  thoughts  and  actions.'  " 

And  this  reply: — 

"It  may  be  that  sometimes  we  do  not  see  alike  on  some 
important  matters  that  come  before  us,  but  I  think  it  can 
always  be  said  that  our  differences  are  conducted  with  a 
desire  to  help  things  forward,  and  with  due  consideration 
for  others.  It  also  gives  me  such  pleasure  to  be  installed 
once  more  by  one  whom  I  look  upon  as  my  Father  in  Ma- 
sonry, and  who  has  been  my  guide." 

Then  followed  the  usual  Banquet  of  the  Festival 
of  the  vernal  Equinox  when  Solomon's  invitation 
through  Kipling  was  recognized. 

"Come  and  sit  down  and  be  merry  at  mess 
As  Fellow  Craftsmen,  no  more  and  no  less." 

The  toast  to  the  Imperial  Forces  was  eloquently 
proposed  and  responded  to: — 

"If  the  Forces  of  our  Empire  have  stood  for  anything 
at  all,  it  has  been  for  defence — not  merely  self-defence — 
but  the  defence  of  our  weaker  friends.  Not  so  many  years 
ago  very  dark  clouds  were  over  iis,  and  the  deluge  from 
these  produced  from  these  islands  a  torrent  of  men  and 
women  resolved  at  all  costs  to  compel  peace.  Most  of  us 
were  in  that  torrent,  and  those  of  us  who,  from  age  or  in- 
ability, did  not  venture  in,  can  at  least  remember  many 
Companions  and  friends  who  went  with  the  torrent,  and 
many  who  did  not  return.  It  is,  therefore,  a  sacred  and 
holy  duty,  that  at  a  meeting  such  as  this,  we  should  re- 
member the  Imperial  Forces. 

"We  are  looking  for  a  day,  too;  one  that  is  not  connected 
with  militarism  at  all,  but  a  day  of  righteousness,  when 
'Man  to  man  the  world  o'er  shall  brothers  be.' 

"We  really  are  reduced — bled  white — for  want  of  funds 
to  carry  on.  I  speak  for  the  Navy,  because  I  know  it.  I 
speak  for  the  Royal  Air  Force,  because  I  know  it.  I  speak 
most  wholeheartedly  for  the  Army,  in  which  I  have  spent 
forty-five  years — the  most  happy  years  that  a  man  could 
possibly  live.  I  do  not  say  that  our  Forces  are  below  the 
limit  of  safety,  but  they  really  have  reached  that  limit,  and 
one  can  only  trust  and  pray  that  we  do  have  years  of  peace, 
which  I  feel  assured  are  in  front  of  us. 

"The  Territorial  Army  are  preparing  themselves  in  train- 
ing, in  mind,  and  in  morale  to  meet  the  shock  should  it  ever 
come." 
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The  toast  of  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  received 
of  course  special  attention:  — 

"Supreme  Grand  Chapter  exercises  a  very  great  power 
for  good  over  all  the  habitable  world  where  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  is  known  and  practised.  Founded  in  1817,  it 
brought  together  the  scattered  Chapters." 

Of  Australasian  troubles  we  read  the  Scottish 
point  of  view: — 

"I  mentioned  the  fact  that  we  view  it  as  natural  that 
our  self-governing  Dominions  should  seek  to  set  up  independ- 
ent Constitutions,  but  at  the  same  time  we  maintain  that 
every  consideration  should  be  shown  to  Companions  who 
adhere  to  and  desire  to  perpetuate  and  consolidate  their  con- 
nection with  Constitutions  already  established  there.  I  also 
said  that  we  had  made  the  offer  to  New  Zealand  to  grant 
Charters  only  to  Chapters  in  connection  with  Scots  Lodges, 
but  New  Zealand  desire  more  and  had  presented  an  ulti- 
matum demanding  that  with  three  exceptions  we  must  not 
in  any  Chapters  which  existed,  or  which  might  be  erected, 
exalt  any  but  Scottish  Master  Masons. 

"One  very  pleasing  feature  I  noted  in  my  journeys  was 
that  I  frequently  met  Companions  who  had  held  office  in 
Lodge  or  in  Chapter  at  home,  holding  office  in  the  Constitu- 
tions they  had  joined  in  the  United  States  or  in  Canada.  At 
Winnipeg  all  the  seven  First  Principals  of  No.  1  District 
there  were  Scotsmen." 

In    response  to  the  toast    of    Edinburgh,    Lord 
Provost  Stevenson  said: — 

"Every  year  you  will  find  that  the  City  of  Edinburgh 
has  been  advancing  along  safe  and  sound  lines,  with  always 
one  object  in  view — to  make  our  city  a  happier  and  a  better 
place  for  the  ordinary  man  and  woman  to  live  in. 

"These  are  the  two  things  that  we  are  always  proud  of — 
firstly,  the  number  of  able  business  men  who  willingly  give 
up  their  valuable  time  for  the  public  service;  and  secondly, 
that  when  they  go  in  they  look  for  no  other  reward  than 
the  reward  of  their  own  conscience  that  they  are  doing  their 
best  for  the  city." 

M.E.  Comp.  John  Sime  will  strike  a  responsive 
chord  in  the  heart  of  every  Scot  as  we  read: — 

"The  pioneering  genius  of  the  Scot,  who  likes  to  take  his 
tried  and  proved  institutions  along  with  him,  is  no  doubt 
an  active  element  contributing  to  the  wide-spread  influence 
of  the  Scottish  Royal  Arch  system,  but  it  does  not  wholly 
account  for  it." 
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Professor  D'Arcy  Thompson,  wound  up  his 
subject  with  these  words: — 

"You  always  diffuse  around  you  the  finest  spirit  of  Ma- 
sonry— and  you  know  the  first  duty  of  a  captain — to  keep 
a  happy  ship.  And  so  we  thank  you  all  also  for  the  good 
dinner  which  we  have  eaten,  the  good  friends  whom  we  have 
sat  beside,  and  we  proclaim  the  happiness  which  we  have, 
so  to  speak,  imbibed,  the  cheerfulness  which  has  resulted, 
and  the  gratitude  which  we  all  feel." 

The  end  of  the  festival  is  thus  graphically  des- 
cribed :  — 

"The  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  the  Companions 
circled  round  the  hall,  and  in  the  'Brotherly  Chain/  with 
the  old  hand-clap,  sang  'Auld  Lang  Syne/  and  the  Festival 
was  brought  to  a  close  in  time-honoured  fashion,  with  the 
singing  of  the  National  Anthem." 

The  reports  of  Grand  Superintendents  make  in- 
teresting reading. 

Quarterly  Convocation  was  held  15th  June,  1928. 

The  Earl  of  Stair  and  other  Grand  Superintend- 
ents were  reappointed. 

Quarterly  Communication  was  held  7th  Septem- 
ber, 1928. 

The  report  of  the  consecration  of  Chapter 
Senekal,  Orange  Free  State,  is  very  interesting.  It 
is  the  centre  of  the  mealie  District. 

The  fourth  pamphlet  issued  is  taken  up  by  a  list 
of  fees  received  and  statistics,  the  last  number  of  the 
many  Chapters  on  the  roster  being  642. 

This  Reviewer  could  not  find  any  estimate  of 
membership. 

General  funds  amount  to  nearly  £18,000  and  the 
Benevolent  Fund  to  nearly  £19,000. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

John  D.  Lee,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Convocation 
was  held  in  Orangeburg,  April  25th,  1928.  Ten 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  strengthened  and  adorned 
the  Grand  East. 

William  W.  Wannamaker  as  usual,  faithfully 
represented  Canada. 
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Membership,  5,999.  Net  decrease,  219.  We 
are  sorry  to  note  this  loss. 

General  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  C.  Davis, 
0.  Frank  Hart,  General  Grand  Master  Grand  Coun- 
cil and  George  W.  Vallery,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  U.S.  were  all  welcomed 
together.  For  the  first  time  in  history  Grand  Chap- 
ter had  as  its  distinguished  guests  the  presiding 
officers  of  the  three  national  bodies  of  York  Rite 
Masonry. 

Under  State  of  the  Craft  the  Grand  High  Priest 
says: — 

"Notwithstanding  this  apparently  healthy  state,  I  have 
been  greatly  concerned  over  the  apathy  and  indifference 
which  seems  to  exist  in  so  many  of  our  Chapters. 

"I  am  well  aware  that  some  of  this  is  due  to  the  un- 
favourable economic  conditions  which  have  existed  for 
several  years  and  still  exist.  Yet  I  must  also  conclude  that 
there  are  'drones  in  the  Royal  Hive.' 

"The  consolidation  of  some  of  the  weaker  Chapters  may 
be  beneficial,  but  certain  it  is  that  earnest  efforts  must  be 
directed  towards  stimulating  more  interest  and  creating 
more  enthusiasm  among  the  Craft  generally,  whether,  in 
consolidated  Chapters  or  otherwise." 

He  recommends  that  Chapters  be  permitted  to 
travel  to  different  towns  within  their  own  terri- 
torial Jurisdiction;  what  in  some  Jurisdictions  is 
called  hippodroming.  He  suggests  this  to  avoid 
further  loss  of  members  and  to  meet  the  emergency. 

He  ruled  that  they  could  not  confer  the  Capitular 
Degrees  on  a  candidate  from  West  Virginia  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy  because  in  West  Virginia  the 
Council  Degrees  are  conferred  in  the  Chapters  con- 
trary to  the  constitution  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter. 

He  pays  a  genuine  tribute  to  the  Secretary,  0. 
Frank  Hart,  and  speaks  of  the  close  and  affection- 
ate regard  existing  between  the  Craft  of  the  two 
Carolinas. 

His  journey  to  General  Grand  Chapter  was  a 
triumphant  march  on  which  he  comments  thus:  — 

"We  found  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  these  various  places 
throughout  the  country  just  as  ready  and  willing  to  do  any 
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and   everything   for   our   comfort   and   pleasure   as   our   own 
life-long  friends  and  Companions  at  home." 

He  praises  the  work  of  the  recently  formed 
Secretaries'  and  Recorders'  Guilds. 

Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee's recommendation  authorizing  any  Chapter 
by  a  majority  vote  to  hold  one  or  more  Convocations 
away  from  its  chartered  location  if  approved  by 
the  Grand  High  Priest. 

$2,000  was  granted  for  the  purpose  of  ten 
scholarships  for  the  educational  fund  of  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

From  the  touching  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Necrology  we  take  this  paragraph: — 

"Poor  indeed  is  that  heart  that  treasures  not  the  con- 
tribution of  those  who  have  loved  and  laboured  and  passed 
on.  If  they  could  talk  with  us  to-day,  they  would  speak  not 
of  their  own  present  surroundings  but  of  the  unfinished  task 
below,  and  they  would  urge  us  to  close  up  the  ranks  and 
carry  on.     This  we  will  do." 

A  very  informative  address  on  Mexican  Masonry 
and  on  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  American  Minister  to 
Mexico,  who  founded  it  100  years  ago,  makes  in- 
teresting reading. 

James  B.  Little,  of  Trenton  (not  Tenton  as  in 
the  Proceedings)  represents  South  Carolina  near  us. 

P.G.H.P.  James  L.  Michie  presents  his  eighteenth 
Annual  Review  and  his  thorough  and  sympathetic 
work  is  apparent  throughout. 

Under  Canada  he  says  that  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents' reports  show  that  these  officers  are  alive 
to  their  duties  and  responsibilities. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  our  Ottawa  visit  ap- 
peals to  many  Grand  Jurisdictions,  namely,  our 
reception  by  the  Speaker,  Ministers  and  Members 
in  the  Federal  Parliament  Buildings. 

Comp.  Gardiner's  report  on  the  Condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  is  quoted  from.  Our  colleague 
kindly  says  that  he  has  spent  a  delightful  forenoon 
over  our  reviews  and  says  that  we  are  always 
courteous  in  our  comments  and  our  criticisms. 

Under  Colorado  we  get  this  delicate  touch: — 
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"Of  the  coming  Triennial  he  says,  it  will  be  'the  most  in- 
tellectual and  august  body  of  Masons  the  world  ever  knew.' 
'O  Lord,  give  us  a  good  conceit  of  ourselves,'  prayed  the  de- 
vout old  Scottish  Elder." 

England  receives  a  far  more  comprehensive  re- 
view than  many  Jurisdictions  accord  to  it. 

Speaking  under  Nova  Scotia  of  the  organization 
of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  in  Canada,  in  Tor- 
onto, and  referring  to  the  fact  that  a  Grand  Coun- 
cil was  organized  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1870,  our  col- 
league says: — 

At  this  distance  it  looks  like  as  if  the  Companions  of  Tor- 
onto had  been  just  a  little  'too  previous.'  " 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Harris  recognized  the  Mark  De- 
gree as  conferred  by  Scottish  Lodges.  On  the  even- 
ing's diversions  he  thus  comments  racially: — 

"A  'sumptuous'  Banquet  was  held  in  the  evening,  when 
various  toasts  were  proposed  and  responded  to,  British 
fashion." 

He  finds  much  meat  in  Scotland  but  in  poor 
form,  pointing  out  that  he  has  received  four  very 
small  pamphlets  from  this  Jurisdiction  and  that  they 
are  all  marked  private  and  confidential.  Do  Re- 
viewers violate  that  confidence  or  is  it  just  Scottish 
caution? 

Under  West  Virginia  our  colleague  says:  — 

"The  writer  does  not  believe  in  making  a  Minister  of 
the  Gospel  an  object  of  charity." 

In  his  conclusion  Comp.  Michie  trusts  that  no 
other  Jurisdictions  will  follow  Pennsylvania's  ex- 
ample. He  points  out  the  disastrous  losses  by 
Kentucky  842,  Alabama  600,  Georgia  511,  and  Iowa 
194.  He  summarizes  the  largest  Grand  Chapters 
in  the  following  order:  Illinois,  Ohio,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  and  Michigan  and  he  also  enumerates 
those  who  have  the  smallest  membership,  many  of 
whom,  however,  publish  the  most  interesting  Pro- 
ceedings. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Albert  G.  Granger,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Convocation  was  held  at  Sioux 
Falls,  June  13th,  1928. 

The  address  of  welcome  referred  to  the  fact  that 
Grand  Chapter  was  meeting  in  the  beautiful  struc- 
ture known  as  the  Masonic  Library,  not  only  their 
property  but  also  their  home. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  honoured  in 
the  Grand  East. 

Canada  was  represented  by  L.  M.  Simons. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  contained 
much  that  would  bear  quotation  did  space  permit. 
The  following  will  give  an  indication  of  the  matters 
dealt  with:  — 

"I  hope  I  may  be  spared  for  many  years  to  labour  in 
the  quarries,  and  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  exhibit  from  time 
to  time  specimens  of  my  skill  as  a  Craftsman." 

"On  November  18th  I  visited  Bonesteel  Chapter.  The 
Eastern  Star  was  holding  their  annual  election  and  installa- 
tion and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  hold  an  informal  meet- 
ing at  the  office  of  Judge  Cash.  The  state  of  the  Craft  was 
carefully  discussed. 

WE  WONDER  IF  IN  ANY  OTHER  COUNTRY  IN  THE 
WORLD  THE  EASTERN  STAR  COULD  OR  WOULD  PRO- 
HIBIT A  MEETING  OF  THE  ROYAL  CRAFT.  Place  anx 
dames! 

"It  has  long  been  conceded  that  the  American  Pioneer 
is  the  finest  type  of  man  in  the  World.  This  is  especially 
true  of  the  Pioneer  of  the  Great  Plains.  On  going  to  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  I  was  anxious  to  size  up  the  type  of 
men  whom  I  would  meet.  The  Companions  from  the  Sunny 
South  were  a  very  fine  bunch  when  you  got  to  meet  them, 
but  they  were  not  hunting  new  acquaintances.  The  fellows 
from  the  Pacific  were  wonderfully  impressed  with  them- 
selves and  their  country.  The  fellows  from  the  East  were 
entirely  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are.  But  the  fellows 
from  Michigan  and  Illinois  still  displayed  the  Pioneer  Spirit 
and  like  the  Dakotans  they  were  out  hunting  for  some  one 
to  make  friends  with. 

"I  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  younger  men  to 
keep  that  spirit  alive." 

Speaking  of  his  visit  to  Michigan  he  gives  them 
this  well  merited  praise: — 

"I  marveled  at  the  wonderfully  smooth  and  effective  man- 
ner in  which  the  business  was  dispatched." 
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On  the  State  of  the  Craft  and  the  change  of  con- 
ditions in  modern  travel  he  says:  — 

"The  whole  social  life  has  been  changed.  Twenty  years 
ago,  ten  miles  was  a  long  distance  to  go  to  attend  a  social 
gathering. 

"As  a  result  of  the  changed  conditions,  our  social  affairs 
are  being  concentrated  in  the  larger  places  and  the  smaller 
centers  have  inevitably  suffered. 

"If  we  expect  to  retain  the  proud  place  we  have  always  oc- 
cupied in  the  battle  against  ignorance,  superstition,  intol- 
erance and  oppression,  we  must  profit  by  experience  and 
keep  our  organization  abreast- of  the  times.  In  order  to  do 
so  we  are  inevitably  being  forced  to  stronger  and  more  ef- 
fective units." 

Grand  Secretary  Pettigrew,  revised  his  former 
optimistic  vision: — 

"I  reported  last  year  that  it  was  my  opinion  that  we 
had  struck  bottom  as  to  loss  in  membership,  but  it  seems 
I  was  having  a  'pipe  dream'  as  we  seem  to  be  keeping  along- 
side of  nearly  all  our  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  out 
net  loss  is  greater  then  ever.  What  the  cause  is,  no  one  seems 
to  know;  guesses  have  been  made  all  along  the  line  from 
attendance  at  the  movies,  to  autos  and  the  excessive  use  of 
gasoline." 

Membership,  6,093.     Net  loss,  204. 
The  report  of  Robert  S.  Hart,  Grand  Reviewer, 
is  full  of  interest.     He  says: — 

"Some  of  the  volumes  showed  much  interesting  material; 
many  were  'flat,  stale,  and  unprofitable.' 

"Losses  in  membership  are  a  general  source  of  concern, 
sometimes  frankly  admitted,  oftentimes  hidden  by  'whist- 
ling while  passing  the  graveyard.' 

"We  believe  that  the  greatest  good  could  be  accomplished 
for  the  world,  and  for  the  Order,  if  Grand  Chapters  united 
in  declaring,  as  has  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  that 
the  relief  of  the  Tuberculosis  Brother  is  to  be  counted  a 
Major  Purpose  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

"Jurisdictions  of  the  Southwest  have  had  the  problem  for 
years,  but  T.B.  is  as  nearly  universal  as  Masonry,  and  the 
Chapter  is  either  very  small  or  very  fortunate  that  doesn't 
have  on  its  roll  at  least  one  afflicted  Companion. 

"The  Ritual  is  the  Body,  in  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Order 
lives — through  which  it  is  made  manifest." 

He  found  a  most  interesting  and  actively  con- 
structive programme  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  yet  Nova 
Scotia  showed  a  loss  for  one  year. 
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The  Committee  on  Necrology  give  a  poetic  re- 
port, full. of  devotion: — 

"Hope,  our  steadfast  friend,  is  ever  whispering  in  un- 
mistakable accents,  that  beyond  the  fleeting  shadows  of  earth, 
beyond  the  mistakes  and  discords  of  Time,  there  is  an  un- 
fading substance  whose  attributes  are  Life,  Truth,  and  Love, 
and  whose  presence  is  Harmony,  Peace  and  Rest." 

From  the  In  Memoriam  pages  to  the  honoured 
dead  we  take  these  verses: — 

"So  may  it  be  perchance,  when  down  the  tide 
Our  dear  ones  vanish,  peacefully  they  glide 
Nor  mark  the  unknown  bound;  we  call  it  death, 
To  them  'tis  life  beyond. 
They  are  not  dead  who  live 
In  hearts  they  leave  behind; 
In  those  whom  they  have  loved 
They  live  a  life  again." 

South  Dakota  is  represented  by  Colonel  Albert 
E.  Cooper,  of  London,  Ontario,  a  veteran  and  out- 
standing Mason. 

Reviewing  the  work  of  other  Grand  Cor- 
respondents under  Alabama  Ex.  Comp.  Hart 
says: — 

"For  instance,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  is  given 
eighteen  pages,  while  the  American  Grand  Chapters  average 
two.  This  free  quotation  of  the  British  Grand  Chapters  is 
apparently  designed  to  show  Companions,  who  rarely  have 
access  to  their  Proceeding,  how  striking  are  the  differences 
in  customs  and  procedure  between  the  British  and  the  Ameri- 
can Grand  Chapters." 

We  take  the  following  from  his  review  of  Al- 
berta : — 

"We  wonder  how  they  would  greet  a  Brother  from  Eng- 
land, with  its  Mark  Grand  Lodge.  Or  what  might  be  their 
attitude  toward  Pennsylvania,  which  Grand  Chapter  has 
so  exercised  the  constituents  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter." 

As  to  the  dictum  that: — 

"None  should  rank  as  Past  First  Principal  until  he  had 
served  twelve  months  as  such.  'What  makes  you  a  Mason?' 
The  time-clock?" 

This  from  California  is  interesting  and  we  again 
comment  upon  the  number  of  Grand  Jurisdictions 
that  are  shortening  the  Ritual :  — 
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"They  also  have  their  own  'Essentials'  which  could  not 
be  printed  when  wanted,  because  'until  recently,  I  was  un- 
able to  safely  give  the  prepared  copy  to  a  duly  tiled  printer. 

"The  R.A.  changes  adopted  look  to  the  shortening  and 
simplification  of  the  ceremonies.  Short  Scriptural  passages 
are  substituted  for  the  'second,  third  and  fourth  prayers/ 
and  the  three  trips  to  the  ruins  are  condensed  into  one — all 
discoveries  brought  up  at  once — avoiding  the  tedious  delays 
and  repetitions  which  tend  to  send  the  Companions  on  the 
side-line  home  before  the  exaltation." 

The  review  of  Canada  speaks  of  Comp.  Cooper's 
faithful  activities  in  the  past.  Under  Grand  Z. 
Dunstan's  address  he  says:  — 

"Intervisitation  between  Chapters  is  strongly  urged  'to 
extend  the  cable  tow  of  friendship  and  brotherly  love.'  " 

He  says  the  Grand  Superintendents  show  a  con- 
stant readiness  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Grand  Chapter 
Officers. 

Of  our  Review  he  generously  speaks: — 

"This  dean  of  the  Round  Table  is  readier  with  quotations 
than  any  other  reviewer  we  know,  and  nearly  as  ready  with 
comment  as  with  quotation.  His  review  is  as  good  as  it  is 
great." 

His  review  of  Queensland  is  particularly  signifi- 
cant in  view  of  the  problems  there  confronting  the 
Companions: — 

"It  is  true  American  Masonry  generally  includes  the  Past 
Master's  Degree  in  the  Capitular  system,  but  it  is  so  far 
from  true  that  this  is  equivalent  to  installation  as  Master 
of  a  Craft  Lodge  that  most  Grand  Chapters  refuse  to  accept 
it. 

"The  requirement  that  the  candidate  shall  have  been  in- 
stalled Master  in  a  Craft  Lodge  has  been  no  part  of  Ameri- 
can Capitular  Masonry  (at  any  rate  for  many  decades)  ex- 
cept in  Pennsylvania,  which  has  recently  abolished  the  Past 
Master's  Degree  entirely. 

"The  Companions  of  Queensland  should  recognize  that  our 
action  is  not  to  be  read  as  a  sanction  of  their  rigid  rule 
regarding  Installed  Masters;  we  have  no  objection  whatever 
to  such  a  rule  except  as  a  source  of  continued  dissention  in 
the  Royal  Craft." 

This  from  Texas  shows  how  our  colleague  travels 
over  the  Capitular  world: — 

"Their  second  major  activity  is  the  support  and  maintain- 
ance  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Masons,  a  Royal  Arch  activity. 
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A  wonderful  work  is  being  done  here,  and  it  has  the  active 
backing  of  all  Capitular  Masons.  Funds  have  been  provid- 
ed in  plenty,  so  much  so  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to 
provide  a  yearly  allowance,  the  income  from  the  Endowment 
and  other  funds  and  from  the  farm,  dairy,  etc.,  being  suf- 
ficient to  meet  all  expenses.  Heretofore,  one-fifth  of  the 
income  of  Grand  Chapter  went  to  the  Home;  this  provision 
was  repealed,  as  being  no  longer  necessary. 

"A  lazy  Chapter  can't  hold  good  material  back  in  Texas, 
since  Jurisdiction  is  concurrent  from  Chapter  to  Chapter,  and 
there  is  always  a  live  one  in  the  vicinity  which  works  up  the 
good  material." 

TENNESSEE. 

Charles  F.  Bunbury,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Ninety-ninth  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
in  Nashville,  January  23rd,  1928.  Thirteen  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  completed  the  perfect  square — 
yet  not  altogether  perfect  for  the  Grand  Representa- 
tive of  Canada  did  not  answer  the  roll  call. 

Grand  High  Priest  refused  to  allow  the  use  of 
photograph  of  charter  in  lieu  of  the  original  in  the 
Chapter-room.  Opinions  vary  as  to  this  practice 
throughout  the  United  States. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  made  many  visitations. 

His  report  is  brief  and  business-like.  He  at- 
tended General  Grand  Chapter,  as  did  the  Grand 
Secretary,  Stith  M.  Cain,  who  knew  everybody  and 
to  whom  a  special  grant  was  made.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  dues  of  some  of  the  subordinate  Chap- 
ters were  only  a  dollar  per  year  and  recommended 
an  increase.     This  was  his  conclusion:  — 

"And  now,  wishing  that  the  years  to  come  may  bring 
greater  success,  and  that  my  work  for  this  Grand  Body  will 
never  be  finished,  till  I  at  last  lay  down  the  working  tools, 
I  bid  you  farewell." 

Membership,  11,161.     Net  loss,  106. 

Past  General  High  Priest,  Henry  Dewitt  Hamil- 
ton was  welcomed. 

Grand  Visitor  Comstock  made  a  very  interesting 
report  on  his  duties. 

$1,000  was  donated  to  the  Masonic  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Home. 
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The  By-laws  of  Grand  Chapter  as  amended  to 
date,  and  the  code  amendments,  are  printed  in  full 
in  the  Proceedings,  as  is  the  good  custom  in  many 
Grand  Jurisdictions 

Canada  is  represented  by  J.  Leonard  Wood  and 
Tennessee  is  represented  by  our  Grand  Second  Prin- 
cipal, W.  G.  Price. 

The  strong  virile  and  characteristic  features  of 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  Smart,  a  veteran  Mason,  who 
makes  his  eighth  journey  to  the  Grand  Jurisdictions 
with  his  aeroplane  in  tiptop  shape,  precedes  his  re- 
views. ,  He  says  that  even  the  Pennsylvania  Past 
Master's  questions  did  not  ruffle  the  feathers  of  the 
General  Grand  at  Denver.  He  made  landings  from 
his  aeroplane  at  58  airports,  which  he  reviews  in 
in  characteristic  fashion. 

He  thus  explains  Tennessee  law  as  distinguished 
from  Alberta :  — 

"We  heard  you  the  first  time.  If  a  Companion  in  Ten- 
nessee took  a  dimit  and  went  to  Alberta,  was  not  satisfied 
with  conditions  Masonically,  and  returned  his  dimit  with  an 
application  for  affiliations,  if  he  stood  the  test  of  the  ballot 
box,  he  would  be  affiliated  with  us,  and  might  live  in  Alberta 
until  he  died.     Do  you  get  us?" 

He  protests  against  the  removal  of  Comp.  Plumb, 
of  California,  from  office. 

Under  Canada  he  says  that  he  doesn't  believe 
we  had  prayer  as  the  Grand  Chaplain  was  not 
visible.  We  do  not  indulge  in  Grand  Chaplains  in 
Canada,  our  Grand  J.  Third  Grand  Principal  taking 
on  official  duties  pertaining  to  that  office.  This  Re- 
viewer has,  however,  always  advocated  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Grand  J.  we  should  have  a  Grand  Chap- 
lain. 

He  quotes  largely  from  Grand  Z.  Dunstan's  fine 
address  and  at  the  conclusion  says:  — 

"These  be  serious  words,  and  those  who  run  after  strange 
gods  would  do  well  to  ponder  them  well." 

Henry  T.  Smith's  good  work  is  noticed  with  ap- 
proval:— 
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"The  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  shows  that  the  Chap- 
ters have  all  paid  their  fees  and  dues.  Did  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  drop  dead?     We  hope  not." 

Commenting  upon  the  custom  of  our  printers  to 
number  the  Fraternal  Correspondence  in  Roman 
numerals,  treating  it  as  an  appendix  that  is  being 
cut  out  and  not  a  part  of  the  main  body,  he  puzzled 
over  246  and  says  that  he  has  forgotten  more  about 
Roman  numerals  than  we  ever  knew.  Of  our  After- 
word he  says  with  regard  to  one  of  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  therein:  — 

"In  his  'Afterword'  he  endeavours  to  find  the  reason  for 
the  slump  in  membership  in  our  Chapters,  but  does  not  suc- 
ceed. There  is  but  one  place  to  look  for  it.  When  we  see 
Master  Masons  make  a  mad  rush  through  the  Scottish  Rite 
to  get  to  wear  a  red  fez — after  they  get  it  the  Rite  never 
hears  from  them  again  except  in  the  matter  of  dues — then 
they  lose  all  interest  in  Masonry  and  act  (some  of  them)  as 
if  possessed  of  four  thousand  devils,  then  you  can  begin  to 
see  what  the  matter  is.  They  soon  begin  to  realize  that  the 
Shrine  and  Scottish  Rite  dues  are  pretty  steep,  and  not 
caring  for  the  Chapter  degrees,  they  drop  out.  We  will 
state  that  we  are  a  Shriner,  and  have  been  for  years,  but 
we  never  got  that  crazy  over  it  that  we  forgot  the  American 
Rite  of  Freemasonry." 

BY  WHAT  RIGHT  IS  IT  THE  AMERICAN  RITE? 

Under  Colorado  and  dispensations  he  perhaps 
wisely  says: — 

"The  more  we  note  this  thing  of  paying  for  dispensations, 
the  more  we  are  getting  convinced  that  it  acts  as  a  4-wheel 
brake  on  the  craze  for  dispensations." 

A  movement  is  on  foot  in  some  Jurisdictions  to 
deprive  Past  High  Priests  of  permanent  member- 
ship in  Grand  Chapter.  Not  so  with  Comp.  Smart, 
who  says: — 

"He  says  that  'the  permanent  membership  of  our  Grand 
Chapter  includes  all  Past  High  Priests,  and  is  likely  to  be- 
come cumbersome.'     Not  on  your  life." 

Commenting  upon  the  oration  delivered  at 
Nebraska's  Grand  Chapter,  on  the  Ancient  Craft,  he 
says  critically:  — 

"Jesus  is  given  by  a  Bible  Dictionary  as  the  Greek 
form  of  Joshua  and  Jeshua,  and  as  a  contraction  of  Jehoshua. 
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"We  have  not  written  the  foregoing  for  the  purpose  of 
being  contentious  or  to  provoke  an  argument,  but  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  has  adopted  Jeshua  in  its  Ritual,  and  Masonic 
writers  and  speakers  should  conform  to  the  Ritual  when 
speaking  of  the  son  of  Josedeck." 

Under  Queensland  where  there  are  still  three 
Grand  Chapters  he  says  of  the  British  custom: — 

"This  thing  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  being  attached 
to  Blue  Lodges  is  all  bunk." 

Comp.  Smart  is  nothing  if  not  plain  spoken. 
He  kindles. 

TEXAS. 

Dan  N.  Cushing,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  strong  features  of  Comp.  Cushing  form  a 
fine  frontispiece  for  the  Proceedings.  This  is  the 
second  Cushing  recorded  this  year  who  has  held  the 
office  of  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Seventy-eighth  Annual  Convocation  was 
held  in  Waco,  December  5th,  1927. 

General  G.H.P.  Davis,  0.  Frank  Hart,  and 
Charles  A.  Conover,  all  three  of  whom  appear  to 
belong  to  the  Continent  rather  to  any  one  Jurisdic- 
tion, were  introduced  by  the  inimitable  Sam  J.  Helm 
as  the  heads  of  and  representatives  of  more  than 
800,000  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  concluded  his  welcome 
by  saying: — 

"I  hope  that  now  you  have  found  your  way  to  Texas, 
and  find  that  we  do  not  have  horns,  or  wear  spurs,  or  carry 
six-shooters,  that  you  will  come  back  some  time.  You  are 
perfectly  safe  here." 

Comp.  Hart  made  a  very  happy  response  saying 
"if  you  will  just  let  me  be  one  of  you  folks  I  will  be 
happy." 

Comp.  Conover  said  he  was  always  glad  to  have 
an  ambition  realized  and  it  had  been  long  his  ambi- 
tion to  visit  Texas.     He  added:  — 

"As  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan, 
and  for  many  years  fraternal  correspondent,  I  have  been 
deeply  interested   in   reading  that  volume  of   Webster's   Un- 
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abridged  Dictionary  published  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Texas,  known  as  it's  official  proceedings  (laughter),  and 
when  I  get  through  and  lay  it  down,  I  draw  three  long 
breaths,  as  a  good  job  done. 

"I  want  to  personally  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  deep  appreciation  for  what  Masonry  has  done  and  is 
doing  in  Texas  in  the  way  of  it's  many  Homes.  We  thought 
that  we  had  Homes  in  Michigan,  and  we  have  a  splendid 
Masonic  Home  and  the  Eastern  Star  people  have  a  Boys'  and 
Girls'  Home,  but  when  we  come  to  Texas  and  see  what  you 
good-hearted  and  loyal  Masons  are  doing  in  the  way  of 
Homes  in  this  great  State,  it  makes  us  blush  with  shame. 

"You  certainly  have  achieved  a  wonderful  thing,  and 
now,  I  believe,  if  I  remember  correctly,  you  are  the  only 
Jurisdiction  in  the  land  where  the  Grand  Chapter  alone 
maintains  a  Home  for  its  aged  members." 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  did  not  answer 
roll  call. 

Comp.  Crenshaw,  the  Grand  Representative  of 
far  off  Victoria,  said: — 

"The  reason  why  they  invade  the  Jurisdiction  of  other 
Grand  Chapters  or  some  few  of  them — not  many — is  that 
the  law  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  says  that  no  man 
can  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  until  he  has  been  an  actual 
Past  Master.  In  Victoria  there  are  two  Grand  Chapters, 
one  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Scotland  holding  to  this  law, 
and  the  other,  the  Grand  Chapter  that  I  represent,  believing 
the  same  as  we  do,  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  need  not  be 
an  actual  Past  Master." 

In  his  introduction  the  Grand  High  Priest 
said: — 

"I  found  that  the  office  of  Grand  High  Priest  is  one  that 
a  busy  man  should  not  accept  and  expect  to  do  justice  to 
and  his  own  affairs  also,  one  or  the  other  or  both  will  suffer." 

Much  stress  is  placed  upon  the  work  of  the 
Grand  Visitors  who  report  twice  a  year  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest. 

The  question  of  arrearages  in  bulk,  stalks  abroad 
in  all  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Of  this  the  Grand  High 
Priest  says: — 

"It  is  not  well  for  Companions  to  become  so  far  behind 
with  their  dues,  for  in  almost  every  case  they  then  become 
uninterested  and  •  inactive  members ;  never  attend  and  in 
many  instances  drop  out  entirely  and  allow  themselves  to 
become  suspended.     Masonry  may  have  lost  a  valuable  mem- 
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ber  and  the  Companion  has  lost  the  companionship  and  fel- 
lowship of  the  fraternity." 

As  to  the  financial  duties  of  those  Chapters 
which  are  negligent  the  Grand  High  Priest  says: — 

"This  state  of  affairs  is  the  fault  of  the  local  Secretary; 
for  it  is  his  business  to  send  the  money  to  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary at  once,  as  this  does  not  require  any  action  of  the 
Chapter,  for  the  Chapter  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  part 
of  the  money,  it  is  simply  the  transmitting  agent,  or  rather 
the  Secretary  is." 

He  adds  that  he  would  like  to  see  a  School  of 
Instruction  for  Secretaries  held  each  year. 

As  to  perfunctory  attendance  of  certain  Grand 
Representatives  at  Convocation  he  well  says: — 

"I  do  not  believe  that  Masonic  honours  of  any  kind  should 
be  lightly  considered,  they  are  all  worthy  of  our  highest  ap- 
preciation and  our  best  endeavours." 

He  made  80  visits  during  the  year  and  as  to  at- 
tendance he  records  his  convictions  in  these 
words : — 

"When  we  have  Companions  in  each  Chapter  in  Texas 
and  each  Lodge  in  Texas,  who  will  explain  Masonry  to  the 
newly-made  members,  then  we  will  have  our  halls  full,  when 
there  is  a  meeting  of  interested,  real  honest-to-goodness  Ma- 
sons and  not  mere  button-wearers. 

"We  must  realize  that  our  ritual  needs  interpretation, 
just  as  the  Bible  needs  interpretation,  by  men  who  have 
made  a  study  of  its  hidden  meanings.  Masonry  has  many 
meanings  that  we  are  to  find  for  ourselves." 

Of  the  Home  he  has  nothing  but  good  to  re- 
port:— 

"Each  time  I  visit  this  Home  I  get  a  new  faith  in  Ma- 
sonry and  the  goodness  of  humanity,  and  a  renewed  determi- 
nation to  do  what  I  can  for  the  order  that  has  accomplished 
this  great  work." 

Being  asked  if  it  was  legal  to  open  and  hold  a 
Chapter  with  eight  members  in  the  Chapter-room 
and  the  guard  outside  the  door,  his  decision  is  yes. 

The  much  discussed  question  of  relationship  with 
Scotland  came  up  in  connection  with  a  resident 
member  who  had  received  the  Chapter  Degrees  in 
Scotland  and  obtained  a  dimit  and  now  seeks  affi- 
liation.    The  Grand  High  Priest  says:  — 
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"There  are  many  causes  for  severance  of  fraternal  re- 
lationship with  another  Grand  Chapter. 

"In  my  judgment,  the  acts  upon  which  such  severance  is 
had  has  a  decided  bearing  upon  the  status  of  its  Chapters 
and  members.  At  the  time  of  severance,  the  facts  causing 
such  action  should*  be  considered  with  reference  to  the  status 
of  the  subordinate  Chapters  and  Companions  and  their 
status  stated  in  plain  language  and  thus  avoid  these  embar- 
rassing situations." 

He  speaks  touchingly  of  the  deaths  of  members 
during  the  year: — 

"We  pause  for  a  moment  with  reverent  breath 
To  speak  of  that  Angel,  whom  mortals  call  Death. 

"They  never  quite  leave  us,  our  friends  who  have  passed 
Through  the  shadows  of  death  to  the  sunlight  above." 

Of  Grand  Secretary  Bartley's  merits  he  bears 
testimony. 

He  believes  that  those  who  were  really  Masons 
at  heart  when  they  received  the  vision,  will  become 
ardent  workers  in  the  quarries. 

On  present  conditions  he  thus  comments: — 

"Twenty  Grand  Jurisdictions  report  losses  this  year. 
While  financial  conditions  have  undoubtedly  had  some  bearing 
on  these  losses,  it  also  shows  we  are  getting  back  to  normal 
again;  this  is  simply  the  reaction. 

"We  must  watch  closely  our  material,  for,  Companions,  I 
believe  the  time  is  coming,  possibly  not  in  my  time  nor 
yours,  when  Masonry  will  have  to  help  preserve  the  world 
and  that  old  Book  from  the  enemies  of  Divinity  and  human- 
ity and  bring  order  out  of  chaos.  There  is  an  unrest  and 
disregard  of  law  to-day  that  is  appalling  and  societies  spring- 
ing up  everywhere,  even  in  some  of  the  Universities  of  our 
land,  where  atheism  and  all  of  its  kindred  evils  are  taught 
to  the  younger  generation." 

He  recommends  $5,000  be  appropriated  to  the 
Student's  Loan  Fund. 

Each  demit  blank  and  each  affiliation  application 
should,  he  thinks,  have  a  space  for  the  insertion  of 
the  Companion's  Mark. 

Thus  he  poetically  and  fraternally  concludes:  — 

"And  I  think,  when  I  read  of  the  poet's  desire, 
That  the  house  by  the  road  would  be  good, 
But  the  service  is  found  in  its  tenderest  form, 

When  we  walk  with  the  crowd  in  the  road. 
There  are  wounds  to  be  healed,  there  are  breaks  we  must 
mend, 
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There's  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  give; 
And  the  man  in  the  road  by  the  side  of  his  friend 
Is  the  man  who  has  learned  how  to  live." 

Membership,  43,715.     Net  loss,  50. 
The  Research  Club  reports: — 

"We  are  emphasizing  in  our  work,  not  so  much  the  ritu- 
alistic but  the  symbolic  side  of  the  work.  A  parrot  may  by 
constant  training  become  proficient,  but  only  a  man,  given 
a  body,  a  mind  and  a  soul  by  his  Creator,  may  think  problems 
through,  and  we  are  endeavouring  to  appeal  to  the  many- 
sided  man." 

All  the  printing  is  done  at  the  Masonic  Home 
and  School  and  their  work  is  up  to  the  highest 
standard.  We  have  not  noticed  a  typographical 
error  in  this  biggest  of  all  Proceedings  recording  the 
Transactions  of  Texas. 

Grand  Orator  Sadler  delivered  a  most  striking 
address  from  which  space  permits  us  to  take  only 
the  following  excerpts: — 

"I  have  chosen  as  my  subject:  'Bring  the  Blind  by  Way 
They  Know  Not;  Lead  Them  in  Paths  They  Have  Not 
Known,  and   Make   Crooked  Things  Straight  Before  Them.' 

It  occurs  to  me  as  exceeding  important  for  us  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  tendencies  of  our  people,  our  government, 
and  our  own  fraternity.  Is  it  not  time  that  we  ask 
'Whither  are  we  going?' 

"Safeguard  the  home  and  family  to  the  establishment  of 
a  correct  social  code,  and  adherence  to  its  restrictions. 

'Man  through  all  ages  of  revolving  time, 
Unchanging  man,  in  every  varying  clime, 
Deems  his  own  land  of  every  land  the  pride, 
Belov'd  of  heaven  o'er  all  the  world  beside: 
His   home,   the   spot   of   earth    supremely  blest, 
A  dearer,  sweeter  spot  than  all  the  rest.' 

'•'Our  people  are  running  in  divers  directions,  following 
after  the  will-o-wisp  of  false  leaders  and  destroying  the 
union  of  purpose  which  moved  the  founders. 

"Thoughful  men  everywhere  are  wondering  what  the 
Rising  Cloud  portends  and  it  behooves  Masons  not  to  sit 
by  supinely  and  let  the  storm  break  with  no  preparation  to 
evade  its  fury.  If  we  will  but  actively  perform  our  duty 
in  and  to  this  great  government  and  its  people,  in  loyalty 
to  our  principles,  then  may  we  look  with  confidence  to  the 
edifices  of  government,  society  and  religion  withstanding  the 
shock  of  the  Storm  if  perchance  it  should  materialize,  and  as 
it  passes  away,  see  the  Radiant  Sun  of  Promise  lighting  the 
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Pathway  for  our  government  and  for  society  to  a  more  per- 
fect civilation.  Then  indeed  will  the  blind  have  been  brought 
by  a  way  they  knew  not;  crooked  things  will  have  been  made 
straight;  they  will  have  walked  in  paths  they  have  not 
known  with  the  White-robed  Angel  of  Peace  leading  the 
Van." 

Then  Comp.  0.  Frank  Hart  in  the  absence  of  the 
General  Grand  High  Priest  delivered  another 
thought-producing  address.  We  know  him  well  in 
Canada  and  will  be  glad  to  read  a  few  of  his 
words: — 

"Now,  seriously,  Companions,  I  believe  in  a  Trinitarian 
God  with  every  fibre  of  my  body,  and  in  Masonry  I  see  that 
symbol  of  Trinity  everywhere. 

"I  want  to  make  this  statement,  if  the  Third  Degree  means 
anything  to  you,  as  it  does  to  me,  it  puts  its  stamp  of  ap- 
proval on  a  man,  the  only  animal  created  in  the  image  of 
God,  to  pray  in  public.  Do  I  mean  the  sanctimonious  prayer? 
No." 

The  Credential  Committee  reported  no  less  than 
15  Grand  High  Priests  at  the  altar. 

From  a  very  spirited  discussion  we  take  just 
one  sentence  from  the  remarks  of  Comp.  Helm : — 

"Personally  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  we  acted  prematurely 
in  recognizing  those  new  Grand  Chapters  in  Australia,  but 
just  now  we  are  recognizing  them  and  have  been  for  many 
years." 

The  whole  question  of  affiliation  from  Scotland 
was  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence apparently  by  a  narrow  majority,  many 
desiring  to  heal  the  differences. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  is  Comp.  B.  K. 
Hawkins  and  Texas  is  represented  by  our  virile 
veteran,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  T.  Malone,  K.C. 

A  list  of  the  members  of  constituent  Chapters  of 
Texas  is  a  volume  in  itself. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Sam  J.  Helm  is  in  charge  of  the 
Capitular  Review  and  in  his  introduction  he  well 
says: — 

"An  effort  has  been  made  this  year  to  write  particularly 
for  the  newly-made  Companion,  hoping  to  assist  him  in 
broadening  his  views  and  knowledge  of  Capitular  affairs. 
The  transactions  of  Grand  Chapters  are  to-day's  action  and 
to-morrow's  history. 


APPENDIX  213 

"When  you  have  read  it  through,  if  your  Masonic  store- 
house is  just  a  wee  bit  fuller,  and  your  Masonic  apprecia- 
tion slightly  keener,  then  it  will  be  worth  more  than  the 
time  and  money  which  has  been  expended  in  placing  it  be- 
fore you." 

He  gives  Canada  ample  scope,  saying  at  the  com- 
mencement:— 

"Canada  has  far  more  visitors  from  the  United  States 
than  Texas  does,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  the  airplane 
is  as  safe  as  auto  or  train  and  is  able  to  travel  200  miles 
per  hour." 

He  says  Comp.  Dunstan  gave  one  ruling  and 
in  it  followed  a  rule  of  common  sense  as  distinguish- 
ed from  technical  interpretation,  adding:  — 

"His  administration  was  such  that  all  Companions  may 
have  confidence  in  the  following  year,  since  he  succeeds 
himself  as  Grand  Z." 

Of  the  Grand  Superintendents'  reports  he  com- 
ments thus:  — 

"It  requires  106  pages  for  those  fellows  to  tell  of  their 
work,  which  is  100  pages  too  many,  as  can  be  seen  from  the 
fact  that  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  Colorado  gives  more  actual 
information  in  two  pages  than  they  do  in  106.  But  they 
do  good  work;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that;  and  the  said 
work  is  what  GC  wants — and  gets." 

He  says  that  Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  on  Capi- 
tular Masonry  should  have  at  least  half  a  dozen 
pages  reproduced  for  Texas  readers  but  space  for- 
bade.    He  adds: — 

"This  Committee  is  strong  for  instruction  in  the  philoso- 
phy and  symbolism,  traditions  and  customs,  all  features 
which  are  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  meaning 
of  Masonry." 

With  our  review  he  deals  in  friendly  fashion. 
He  agrees  to  diagree  regarding  Scotland  and  we 
quite  admit  there  are  two  sides  to  every  question 
including  this: — 

"When  nearly  half  the  pages  are  turned,  we  reach  the 
Correspondence,  then  settle  back  for  the  broad  view  of  Col. 
Ponton.  Lowell  says  that  Milton  furnishes  the  'broadest 
vistas,'  but  Lowell  wasn't  talking  about  Royal  Arch  affairs. 

"Comp.  Ponton  thinks  we  made  a  mistake  in  refusing 
to    renew    fraternal    relations    with    Scotland,    and   that    our 
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action  was  more  a  slap  at  the  General  Grand  Chapter  than 
at  Scotland.  It  is  odd  that  he  should  have  received  such 
an  impression.  Texas  has  no  pique  or  quarrel  against  the 
General  Grand,  nor  any  bias  against  Scotland. 

"Comp.  Ponton  has  made  another  mistake — that  of  calling 
his  report  Correspondence.  It  should  be  called  'Royal  Arch 
History  as  it  is  Made.'  His  report  is  just  that,  an  annua] 
history  of  the  Royal  Craft,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Canada 
will  cut  a  hundred  pages  out  of  the  Grand  Superintendents' 
reports  and  let  Ponton's  History  continue." 

Again  referring  to  Scotland  under  Illinois  we 
read: — 

"This  permission  to  establish  Chapters  in  connection  with 
Scottish  Lodges  would  permit  the  chartering  of  eleven  more 
Chapters  by  Scotland. 

"That  Grand  Chapter  now  offers  to  extend  recognition 
with  the  understanding  that  its  Chapters  have  equal  juris- 
dictional rights;  a  position  that  is  untenable." 

Under  Maryland  he  apparently  disapproves  of 
making  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  a  picture  show  in- 
stead of  a  Masonic  Degree  and  adds  in  character- 
istic fashion: — 

"Right  down  at  the  bottom,  they  may  be  right.  There 
is  no  use  in  having  an  airship  if  nobody  is  trained  to  fly 
it;  get  something  that  will  run  on  the  ground.  But  there 
is  no  use  in  getting  a  locomotive  or  an  auto  if  nobody  is 
trained  to  run  them.  Better  just  walk  and  be  done  with  it. 
Masonry  has  occupied  a  large  place  in  the  world  because  it 
has  meant  something.  It  is  high  time  that  Grand  Chapters 
were  teaching  their  members  what  Capitular  Masonry 
means;  when  degree  teams  know  what  a  degree  means, 
they  are  not  going  to  butcher  it. 

"Companions,  ignorance  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  trouble, 
and  ignorance  of  Masonry  is  almost  a  crime." 

Nova  Scotia  intrigues  him  deeply  as  it  must  all 
Jurisdictions  while  Comp.  R.  V.  Harris  presides: — 

"If  a  buck  private  in  the  rear  rank  didn't  know  more 
about  the  army  than  the  average  Mason  knows  about  Ma- 
sonry, he  would  be  discharged  on  a  D.C.D.  or  convicted  of 
malingering.  And  it  is  not  the  average  member's  fault;  he 
has  paid  the  price  asked,  but  we  have  not  delivered  to  him 
the  goods  he  paid  for;  we  still  owe  him  something. 

"What  does  the  Lost  Word  mean  to  the  average  Mason, 
or  what  does  the  search  for  it  mean  to  him?" 
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Quebec  is  fully  and  informatively  reviewed. 

Comp.  Helm's  conclusion  should  be  reproduced 
in  full.  Would  that  we  dare  brave  our  Grand  Scribe 
E.  and  the  Finance  Committee!  We  are  sure  if 
they  read  it  they  would  say  "go  to  it."  Pending 
that  reading  we  quote:  — 

"The  record  of  Masonic  success  cannot  be  written  on  an 
adding  machine.  That  method  has  proven  a  dismal  failure. 
To  this  good  day,  King  Solomon  is  not  noted  for  the  num- 
ber of  houses  which  he  built,  but  for  the  quality  of  the  one 
he  built.  Our  Masonic  structure  lost  more  than  18,000  squar- 
ing up  accounts.  Suppose  that  quartermasters  should  let 
18,000  men  out  of  the  army  when  they  owed  from  $5  to  $25 
each  to  the  government.  Inefficiency  in  the  superlative,  and 
that  is  our  predicament.  Black  balls  in  every  box,  but  no- 
body to  use  them. 

"The  best  man  on  earth  may  not  get  anything  out  of  Ma- 
sonry unless  he  is  likewise  attuned.  The  radio  set  doesn't 
tune  itself  in;  a  good  man  may  be  unable  to  attune  himself 
to  the  wonderful  messages  of  Masonry,  but  it  is  a  pity  when 
there  is  no  Companion  at  hand. 

"The  Mason's  search  is  just  a  magnified  example  of  a 
little  country  boy's  experience  when  he  comes  to  town;  coming 
from  the  backwoods  in  ignorance,  he  finds  a  new  kind  of 
lamp,  and  is  told  that  electricity  makes  the  light;  turn  a 
button  and  electricity  does  the  rest. 

"He  takes  that  knowledge  on  faith  at  first,  but  later 
he  is  going  to  want  to  know  how  that  power  is  generated 
and  where  it  comes  from,  and  he  is  going  to  want  to  see 
the  very  plant  which  furnishes  it. 

"In  thunder  tones,  the  Northern  Kingdom  heard  the  de- 
cree: 'My  people  are  destroyed  by  the  lack  of  knowledge;  be- 
cause thou  hast  rejected  knowledge,  I  will  reject  thee.'  Not 
only  directed  to  build  a  body  to  last  seventy  years,  we  are 
commanded  to  build  an  intellect  which  will  grasp  the  meaning 
of  all  things  about  us,  the  truth  about  all  things. 

"The  Mason  knows  that  he  is  merely  thinking  again  the 
thoughts  of  the  Divine  Creator  and  following,  as  best  he  can, 
the  plans  laid  down  in  the  beginning,  immutable  and  eternal. 

"The  knowledge,  which  we  are  thus  commanded  to  attain, 
leads  on  and  on  to  the  ultimate,  to  the  source  of  all  things, 
and  the  Way  of  Life." 

So  that  Comp.  Helm  in  addition  to  being  a  steers- 
man is  a  deep-sea  philosopher,  a  thinker  and  a 
leader. 
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UTAH. 

Rev.  William  Francis  Bulkley,  M.E.  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  graduate  of  Berkley 
Divinity  School,  Connecticut,  and  also  of  Trinity 
College,  Hartford.  He  is  now  minister  in  charge 
of  St.  Marys,  Provo,  and  the  expression  of  his 
features  is  worthy  of  "the  cloth." 

The  17th  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in  Provo, 
May  17th,  1928,  six  Past  Grand  High  Priests  hold- 
ing up  the  hands  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Distinguished  visitors  were  welcomed  and  a 
letter  from  the  Grand  Master  read. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  did  not  answer 
roll  call  and  this  absence  is  noted  in  the  majority  of 
Jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  Grand  Chap- 
ter to  his  own  home  town  and  spoke  of  its  future 
prospects: — 

"You  see  that  while  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  a  presiding 
officer  to  open  the  Grand  Body  over  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  preside  it  is  still  an  even  greater  pleasure  to  do  this  in 
the  hall  and  at  the  invitation  of  the  Chapter  of  which  he 
is  a  member. 

"Our  Grand  Chapter  still  consists  of  eight  Chapters.  In 
fact  unless  in  some  way  our  great  state  is  opened  and  de- 
veloped to  an  extent  greater  than  can  be  forseen  now,  we 
can  not  expect  growth  in  the  number  of  Chapters  for  some 
years.  Our  hope  for  growth  must  be  in  increasing  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Chapters  already  constituted.  Our  growth 
for  some  years  to  come  will  necessarily  be  intensive  rather 
than  extensive." 

He  alone  represented  Utah  at  General  Grand 
Chapter.  He  attended  all  meetings  and  met  all  the 
wives,  and  found  it  interesting  and  worth  while, 
adding:  — 

"The  meetings  and  the  entertainment  were  inspiring,  but 
above  it  all  was  the  fellowship  with  worth-while  men  from 
all  over  this  land  and  exchanging  views  and  ideas  with  them." 

He  issued  an  edict  agreeing  with  the  Grand 
Master's  ruling  in  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  a  Master 
Mason  to  be  in  good  standing  for  at  least  one  year 
prior  to  solicitation  for  other  degrees. 
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Of  Companions  who  have  passed,  he  quoted:  — 

"The  strife  is  o'er,  the  battle  done, 
The  victory  of  life  is  won." 

He  adds  that  the  real  life  of  a  Chapter  is  in  its 
Secretary;  so  also  in  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Secretary  Roberts  is  not  a  mere  statistical 
official  but  is  a  monitor  of  Companions:  — 

"May  the  spirit  of  loyalty,  integrity  and  harmony  con- 
tinue to  dominate  our  profession,  that  this  united  Brother- 
hood may  ever  command  the  most  beneficial  results  in  this 
domain." 

J.  W.  Beless  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest. 
Under  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood    we    are 
struck  by  this  paragraph: — 

"It  was  the  continual  daily  doings  of  these  Companions 
that  made  them  real  and  formative  factors  in  the  lives  of 
their  day.  They  despised  not  the  day  of  small  things,  nor 
the  doings  of  small  service,  nor  the  living  of  circumscribed 
lives.  Daily,  hourly,  the  little  deeds  made  their  characters 
firm  as  the  interweaving  of  small  thread  becomes  the  endur- 
ing fabric.  May  we  all  in  our  time  and  place  live  our  best 
to-day." 

Membership,  1,290.     Gain,  16. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  of  Regina,  repre- 
sents Canada,  and  Canada  is  represened  in  Utah  by 
Comp.  John  C.  Brown,  of  Ogden. 

VERMONT. 

Raymond  L.  Pearl,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Annual  Convoca- 
tion convened  in  Burlington,  12th  June,  1928. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative,  Charles  W. 
Whitcomb,  duly  answered  roll  call. 

Many  distinguished  visitors  were  welcomed, 
including  General  Grand  High  Priest  Clark  Davis. 

Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  supported  and 
adorned  the  Grand  East. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  addressed  himself  speci- 
ally to  the  younger  members  of  Grand  Chapter  in 
his  introduction  saying: — 
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"You  are  the  ones  who  must  take  the  places  of  those 
Companions  who  have  given  so  willingly  of  time,  strength 
and  ability.     They  have  left  us  a  legacy  to  carry  on." 

The  District  Deputies  meet  once  a  year  in 
September  with  as  many  Grand  Officers  and  Chap- 
ter Officers  as  possible,  a  custom  fruitful  of  much 
good  and  also  cementing  unity  of  purpose  and  emu- 
lation. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  attended  all  the  District 
meetings  in  spite  of  the  flood,  a  good  record. 

Dispensations  were  issued  to  three  Chapters  for 
changes  of  dates  owing  to  flood  conditions. 

Increased  activity  and  enthusiasm  to  carry  on 
is  noted.  The  Grand  High  Priest  in  conclusion 
speaks  of  what  many  have  realized  "the  pleasures, 
cares  and  honour  of  being  Grand  High  Priest." 

Membership,  5,827.     Net  gain,  17. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  in  his  able  report  gives 
utterance  to  two  truths  not  always  realized: — 

"The  presence  of  Grand  Chapter  officers  is  helpful  in  gen- 
eral advice  to  their  representatives,  and  the  importance  of 
such  a  meeting  is  thus  more  fully  emphasized. 

"Many  well-informed  Chapter  Masons  are  evenly  dis- 
tributed about  the  state,  and  are  carrying  on  good,  true, 
and  square  work  exemplifying  by  their  conduct  and  ability, 
the  most  excellent  principles  which  are  inculcated  in  these 
Chapter  degrees." 

The  Capitular  Review  is  by  Archie  S.  Harriman, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  has  a  skilled  touch.  In  de- 
fence of  the  Secretaries  who  are  generally  found 
fault  with  throughout  many  Jurisdictions  he 
says  in  his  introduction: — 

"Chapters  generally  have  always  had  about  the  same 
kind  of  secretaries  with  which  they  are  blessed  now." 

He  gives  a  very  useful  summary  of  outstanding 
events  of  the  Order  throughout  the  .Capitular  world. 

Under  California  he  makes  an  attack  upon  the 
educational  system  administered  by  so  many  Grand 
Jurisdictions  and  we  must  say  we  do  not  agree  with 
him.  His  criticism  is  extreme.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  we  have  had  to  differ,  but  a  subsequent 
reference  with  apparent  approbation  under  another 
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Jurisdiction  (Rhode  Island)  to  an  educational  cam- 
paign is  given: — 

"It  looks  as  if  this  orgy  of  Educational  Assistance  will 
not  end  till  the  rising  generation  of  college-inclined  young- 
sters is  absolutely  pauperized.  It  is  so  easy  to  take  $5  from 
Tom,  Dick,  Harry  et  als.  and  give  the  sum  to  ne'er-do-well 
Toby's  son  or  daughter  for  that  college  education  which  has 
come  to  be  thought  of  as  the  sine-qua-non  of  civilized  ex- 
istence. In  our  youth,  the  boys  who  wanted,  such  an  educa- 
tion worked  for  it  and  won  it  in  the  face  of  all  the  obstacles 
life  could  raise,  unless  born  with  a  silver  spoon,  as  most  of 
us  weren't.  Opportunities  to  earn  a  way  through  college  are 
now  far  more  numerous,  a  multitude  for  those  who  have  the 
grit  and  necessary  ability.  But  mediocrity  must  be  served. 
Hence  this  debauch  of  sentimental  generosity  with  other 
people's  money." 

Under  Canada  he  refers  to  the  presence  of  their 
grand  old  veteran  representative,  J.  B.  Nixon,  as 
always  in  his  place.  He  says  that  Grand  Z.  Dun- 
stan  offers  practical  advice  regarding  Grand  Chap- 
ter attendance,  quoting:  — 

"I  feel  that  the  main  thing  is  to  produce  such  an  atmos- 
phere of  sincere  friendship  and  intimate  fraternal  inter- 
course as  will  cause  Companions  to  look  forward  with 
pleasure  to  each  monthly  gathering  in  the  household  of  their 
friends." 

He  commends  the  reports  of  the  District  Super- 
intendents. Other  Jurisdictions  do  not  approve 
their  length  and  detail: — 

"But  their  reports  are  not  generally  perfunctory  as  ours 
tend  to  be.  They  contain  many  practical  suggestions  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Royal  Craft.  They  go  carefully  into 
details." 

He  says  that  only  consideration  of  space  forbids 
him  from  quoting  at  great  length  from  Comp.  Gard- 
iner's Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  but  he  gives 
one  gem. 

We  are  pleased  that  he  characterizes  our  re- 
views as  "illuminating,"  quotes  our  Foreword  and 
says  that  our  Review  fulfills  our  ambition. 

Colorado  has  abandoned  the  printing  of  the 
names  of  the  members  of  all  the  Chapters  and  our 
Reviewer  says  that  it  is  an  example  which  may  with 
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safety  be  imitated — "there's  profit  in  it,  too." 
Opinions  vary,  men  like  to  see  their  own  names. 

Anything  which  will  keep  the  individual  Royal 
Arch  Masons  interested  as  a  factor  in  the  Capitular 
fabric  is  of  service. 

With  regard  to  the  former  strict  ruling  as  to 
residence,  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Connecticut 
having  established  a  more  liberal  decision,  Comp. 
Harriman  says,  and  most  of  us  will  agree  with 
him: — 

"This  matter  of  Masonic  residence  as  applied  in  some  Ma- 
sonic Jurisdictions  seems  to  us  to  be  a  lot  of  bunk.  As  might 
be  expected,  Vermont  is  as  much  of  a  stickler  on  this  subject 
as  any." 

He  is  struck  by  this  from  Saskatchewan: — 

"Companions,  the  Supreme  discovery  any  man  can  make 
is  that  there  is  within  him  a  Divine  Life,  a  Life  that  is  part 
of  the  All  Life.  This  knowledge  is  the  life  line  that  draws 
us  up  and  holds  us  to  a  higher  life." 

This  gentle  touch  regarding  Scotland  which 
obeys  the  scriptural  command  "to  hold  fast  to  that 
which  is  good,"  is  found  under  the  review  of  that 
Jurisdiction:  — 

"It  is,  of  course,  true  that  Scottish  Chapters  were  or- 
ganized before  the  Chapters  which  now  occupy  the  same 
territory,  but  whereas  other  Grand  Chapters  have  readily 
given  up  control  of  Chapters  when  a  Grand  Chapter  was 
ready  to  take  them  over,  it  seems  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Scotland  holds  on  with  true  Scotch  thrift  to  all  that  she 
ever  called  her  own." 

As  to  dancing  and  card  playing  and  socials  in 
Chapter  rooms,  Comp.  Harriman  says: — 

"If  the  Chapter  Rooms  had  been  dedicated  to  God  and 
Royal  Arch  Masonry,  such  a  law  or  edict  ought  not  to  be 
needed  to  ban  such  use,  as  we  see  it." 

VICTORIA. 

M.  Em.  Comp.  Thomas  Mackenzie  Kirkwood, 
Grand  Z. 

Charles  K.  Cahn,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Supreme  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  at  Free- 
mason's Hall,  Melbourne,  20th  July,  1927,  with  a 
large  and  representative  attendance. 
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In  his  communication  which,  although  he  was 
present,  was  read  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  he 
says: — 

"Much  thought  is  being  devoted  toward  making  these 
Quarterly  Convocations  interesting,  instinctive  and  fraternal, 
so  that  those  attending  may  carry  back  to  their  respective 
Chapters  a  better  conception  of  the  essential  place  which 
Royal  Arch  Freemasonry  occupies  in  the  Masonic  system 
and  a  firm  resolve  to  make  their  Chapters  (what  they  ought 
to  be)  a  place  for  the  thinkers  and  enthusiasts  of  Free- 
masonry." 

He  refers  to  the  installation  in  Moira  Chapter, 
No.  12,  a  familiar  name  to  us. 

They  draw  the  line  closely  with  regard  to  Grand 
Representatives  in  Victoria: — 

"On  31st  October  any  other  Grand  Representatives  who 
have  been  unable  to  attend  Grand  Chapter  at  least  once 
during  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  that  date,  and 
who  have  not  in  the  meantime  resigned  their  Commissions, 
will  be  regarded  as  having  surrendered  their  office,  and  a 
new  nomination  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
affected." 

Canberra  was  recognized  as  belonging  to  New 
South  Wales  but  Grand  Chapter  did  not  thereby  in- 
terfere with  the  rights  of  Scotland  in  that  Juris- 
diction, thus  wording  their  resolution:  — 

"The  Committee  recommend  Grand  Chapter,  without  in 
any  way  departing  from  its  previous  attitude  towards  the 
Grand  Chapters  at  present  exercising  Jurisdiction  in  that 
State,  to  recognize  the  Federal  Territory  of  Canberra  as 
being  for  all  Masonic  purposes  in  New  South  Wales." 

In  the  Australasian  Jurisdictions  a  Companion 
is  not  expelled  but  "excluded"  from  a  Chapter. 

The  rule  of  dependent  membership  working 
mutually  is  thus  expressed : — 

"A  Companion  excluded  from  a  Chapter  in  Victoria  is 
ipso  facto  thereby  excluded  from  every  Craft  Lodge  of  which 
he  is  then  a  member,  and  can  only  regain  membership  in  a 
Craft  Lodge  by  being  proposed  as  a  joining  member  thereof, 
his  Royal  Arch  and/or  Mark  exclusion  having  been  previously 
removed." 

Then  followed  a  lecture  by  Principal  Grand 
Sojourner,  Comp.  Hansford,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  on  "An- 
tient  Artificers,"  and  we  trust  that  it  will  be  made 
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accessible  to  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  by  being  printed 
in  pamphlet  form.  It  does  not  lend  itself  to  quota- 
tion but  we  give  a  few  extracts : — 

"A  humorist  has  stated  that  he  did  not  know  where  all 
the  Smiths  came  from  until  he  saw  a  sign-board  with  'The 
Smith  Manufacturing  Company'  written  on  it, — and  then 
he  knew! 

"The  word  has  no  connection  with  the  similar  word  'smite.' 
It  is  derived  from  an  old  Teutonic  verb,  'smeithan,'  mean- 
ing to  forge;  but  iron  is  smitten  on  a  forge. 

"All  the  great  Religions  of  ancient  times  have,  as  an  at- 
tendant upon  their  gods, — and  sometimes  as  a  co-equal  of 
those  gods, — a  smith.  This  rule  does  not  apply  to  the 
Buddhists. 

"Considering  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  Prometheus, 
the  gods  were  angry  that  the  benefit  of  fire  and  metal-work- 
ing had  been  given  to  mankind  by  one  of  their  number.  The 
gods  had  had  their  troubles  and  foresaw  further  perils  at 
the  hands  of  armed  men. 

"Taking  those  strange  beliefs  as  a  whole,  what  concern 
can  they  possibly  have  with  us?  The  answer  is  simply  that 
we  have  been  following  the  same  tradition,  though  at  a  great 
distance  and  under  very  difinite  restrictions.  We  recognize 
three  great  workers  in  metal, — Tubal  Cain,  Bezaleel,  and 
Hiram  Abiff.  Theorists  have  stated  that  the  first-named  was 
of  the  class  of  divinities  I  have  spoken  about.  The  second 
was  divinely  sent.  The  last  was  the  companion  and  fellow 
of  kings  and  has  been  elevated  by  our  traditions  to  a  lead- 
ing position. 

"These  words  occur:  'And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses 
saying,  'See  I  have  called  by  name  Bezaleel  the  son  of  Uri 
the  son  of  Hur  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah  and  I  have  filled  him 
with  the  spirit  of  God  in  wisdom  and  understanding  and  "in 
all  manner  of  workmanship  to  devise  cunning  works,  to 
work  in  gold  and  in  silver  and  in  brass.' 

"The  Royal  Arch  has  no  artificer,  for  two  especial  rea- 
sons. First,  it  is  a  completion  of  the  Third  Degree  in  which 
the  Master  Artificer  himself  is  so  prominent;  and,  second, 
the  great  purpose  of  this  Royal  Arch  Degree  is  Discovery, 
not  Construction. 

"The  Grand  Master  wrote  these  words:  'Is  there  anything 
of  which  it  may  be  said,  'See,  this  is  new?'  It  hath  already 
been  of  old  time.'  " 

A  Convocation  was  held  19th  October,  1927,  the 
Grand  Z.  absent  through  illness.  Canada  was  repre- 
sented by  Rt.  Em.  Comp.  John  Byatt. 

The  message  of  the  Grand  Z.  dealt  especially 
with  candidates  with  regard  to  whom  he  says: — 
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"In  certain  Chapters  there  se«ms  to  be  a  lack  of  system 
in  regulating  the  flow  of  candidates  for  exaltation.  It  often 
happens  that  four  of  five  candidates  are  exalted  on  the  one 
evening,  and  that  there  are  no  candidates  at  all  for  the  next 
Concovation.  The  ideal  number  of  candidates  is  two  per 
meeting. 

"It  should  be  the  special  duty  of  his  proposer  and  seconder 
to  see  that  his  absence  from  any  Convocation  is  noted  and 
inquired  into,  and  that  the  importance  of  his  regular  attend- 
ance be  constantly  impressed  upon  him." 

Comp.  Thewlis  delivered  a  lecture  on  "The  Order 
of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch;  Whence  did  it  Spring ?" 
The  whole  text  is  printed  and  shows  the  depth  of 
research  of  the  lecturer  as  well  as  the  appreciative 
minds  of  the  Companions  of  Victoria : — 

"Before  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1717  the 
Freemasons  possessed  a  huge  store  of  legend,  tradition,  and 
symbolism;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  from  these 
and  from  the  simple  ceremonies  and  dramas  of  our  operative 
forerunners  our  degrees  as  now  practised  have  been  evolved 
— and  it  is  these  sources  we  must  look  to  find  the  origin 
of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  as  well  as  the  Craft  Degrees. 

"A  guild  of  operative  Freemasons  still  exists  in  England 
and  from  the  Ritual  of  these  operatives  are  to  be  derived 
many  interesting  and  suggestive  particulars. 

"The  Arch  or  Round  Masons  do  all  the  curved  work. 
Their  colour  is  Red,  and  their  symbol  is  the  Compasses. 
These  Arch  Masons  are  again  divided  into  three  grades: 
First,  Arch  Masons,  who  work  in  stone  for  bridges,  build- 
ings, and  ordinary  work;  Second,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  who 
make  arches  for  entrances  of  Royal  Palaces,  Halls,  Arches 
of  Triumph,  etc.,  usually  of  polished  granite;  and  Third, 
Holy  or  Sacred  Arch  Masons,  who  work  only  in  white 
marble." 

Convocation  was  held  18th  January,  1928,  the 
First  Grand  Principal  in  the  chair.  He  said  in  his 
brief  address:— 

"In  these  quarterly  gatherings  we  meet,  not  merely  to 
supervise  the  machinery  of  government  and  to  legislate  for 
the  well-being  of  our  Supreme  Degree,  but  to  break  down 
the  barriers  of  distance,  emphasize  our  unity  of  thought  and 
purpose,  and  encourage  in  every  possible  way  the  'get-to- 
gether' spirit  which  is  the  real  cement  of  the  whole  Ma- 
sonic structure." 

The  Grand  Z.  himself  nominated  his  successor 
Rt.  Em.  Comp.  Henry  Malcolm  Lee. 
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For  the  last  time  M.  Em.  Comp.  Kirkwood  pre- 
sided at  a  Convocation  held  18th  April,  1928. 

In  his  address  he  said:  — 

"The  strength  of  our  position  in  Victoria  has  been  built 
up  in  no  small  degree  by  the  example  and  sacrifice  of  Grand 
Chapter  officers,  who,  while  lacking  nothing  in  enthusiasm, 
have  not  allowed  that  quality  to  take  the  place  of  Masonic 
principle  and  experience." 

He  paid  special  tribute  to  the  great  loss  sustained 
in  the  untimely  death  of  John  E.  Kennedy,  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  whose  spirit  the  great  I  AM  called  to 
be  with  him  in  the  eternal  mansions  of  bliss  and 
glory  early  in  the  year. 

Subsequently  V.  Em.  Comp.  Cahn,  Past  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacant 
office. 

The  reception  to  distinguished  visitors  from 
Western  Australia  and  New  South  Wales  and  His 
Excellency  Comp.  Lord  Somers,  Grand  Master  of 
the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria,  was  most 
cordial. 

In  the  special  welcome  accorded  to  His  Excel- 
lency, Comp.  Lee  said: — 

"Your  Excellency,  I  desire  that  my  first  official  act  shall 
be  to  assure  my  personal  homage,  and  on  behalf  of  all  the 
members  of  this  Grand  Chapter  our  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  your  Excellency  as  our  Grand  Master,  as  the  head  of  this 
State,  and  the  Representative  of  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty 
the  King. 

"The  greatest  of  poets  has  said  that  'the  labour  we  de- 
light in  physics  pain,'  and  you  have  proved  to  be  a  past 
master  in  the  art  of  causing  others  to  love  their  tasks  and 
forget  their  burdens  in  the  joys  of  co-operation  with  yourself. 
This  is,  I  am  sure,  your  great  reward." 

Then  followed  statistics  of  the  67  Chapters  show- 
ing membership  4,427. 

The  late  Joseph  W.  Hickson,  of  Toronto,  lament- 
ed by  all,  represented  Victoria  at  the  date  of  these 
Proceedings. 

Beneath  the  photograph  of  late  G.  S.  E.  Kennedy 
is  this  touching  and  encouraging  verse:  — 
"So  when  a  great  man  dies 
For  years  beyond  our  ken, 
The  light  he  leaves  behind  him  lies, 
Upon  the  paths  of  men." 
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VIRGINIA. 

Claude  W.  Fletcher,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Convocation 
was  held  in  Richmond,  October  25th,  1927.  Eleven 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  maintained  the  dignity  of 
the  Grand  East  but  we  regret  to  note  that  among 
them  is  not  recorded  the  familiar  name  of  our  old 
and  much  missed  friend,  Joseph  Eggleston. 

Canada's  Grand  Representative  did  not  answer 
roll  call. 

Virginia  pays  particular  attention  to  her  Grand 
Representatives  and  records  the  informative  and 
cordially  fraternal  letter  received  by  their  Grand 
Secretary  from  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  McCollum,  of 
Toronto.  Doctor  you  have  begun  well,  keep  it  up. 
This  comment  is  added: — 

"Letters  from  our  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Juris- 
dictions were  more  numerous  this  year  than  ever  before; 
and  we  would  love  to  have  more  yet.  Action  was  taken  at 
this  Convocation  by  which  they  will  hereafter  receive  copies 
of  our  Proceedings,  so  as  to  acquaint  them  with  our  doings 
in  Virginia." 

Many  dispensations  were  granted  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest  to  change  meeting  nights  to  enable 
them  to  attend  Grand  Lodge,  Royal  Arch  Schools, 
etc.  This  is  becoming  a  habit  in  the  Southern 
States. 

To  a  request  for  permission  to  a  Chapter  to  set 
the  keystone  in  the  arch  of  one  of  the  new  Orphan- 
ages of  the  Jurisdiction,  the  Grand  High  Priest 
ruled  that  ceremonies  of  this  kind  have  always  been 
performed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  would  continue 
to  be  so. 

Of  the  Masonic  Home  and  Royal  Arch  School 
he  says: — 

"The  Craft  generally  has  every  reason  to  feel  proud  of 
these  wonderful   institutions." 

Membership,  18,059.     Net  gain,  127. 

Literally  tons  of  books,  chiefly  Proceedings  of 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions  and  records,  were  brought 
from  the  office  of  former  Grand  Secretary  Blanks 
to  Richmond,  an  accumulation  by  him  of  24  years. 
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The  Grand  Lecturer  reports  many  activities 
through  the  Committee  on  Education.  $18,000  was 
set  aside  for  this  purpose. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  High  Priest's  ad- 
dress says: — 

"The  Masonic  Home  is  the .  crowning  glory  of  Virginia 
Masonry  and  as  a  distinguished  profane  expressed  it:  'If 
Masonry  should  do  nothing  else  than  establish  and  operate 
the  Home  for  these  children  in  the  manner  that  it  does,  it 
has  justified  its  existence  for  all  time.'  We  commend  our 
brightest  jewel  to  the  earnest  consideration  and  support  of 
all  the  Companions." 

The  Grand  Council  of  the  Anointed  High  Priests 
was  well  attended. 

A.  L.  Mattern,  of  Richmond,  represents  Canada. 

The  Correspondence  Report  for  so  many  years 
in  charge  of  the  loving  and  beloved  Comp.  Eggleston, 
is  this  year  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Fenno  Heath  and 
the  mantle  has  descended  upon  worthy  shoulders. 
He  says  in  his  preliminary  that  Comp.  Eggleston's 
snappy  style  was  individual  and  few  there  are  who 
wield  a  pen  the  equal  of  his  and  none  excel.  He 
notes  in  going  through  all  the  Proceedings  that 
there  is  not  recorded  one  single  case  presented  for 
consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and 
Grievances. 

Alberta,  as  in  most  Reviews,  has  three  full  pages. 
Our  Colleague  thus  introduces  it: — 

"The  Grand  Z.'s  picture  and  his  address  denote  him  to 
be  a  'Gentleman  of  the  Cloth.'     This  is  his  opening: 

"A  year  ago  you  entrusted  me  with  the  helm  of  the  Ca- 
pitular ship.  I  steered  forth  at  your  behest  into  the  deep  and 
placid  watere  of  Masonic  thought  and  found  calm  and  peace- 
ful seas  prevailing;  this  calmness  and  harmony  has  charac- 
terized our  voyage,  no  breakers  have  been  encountered  other 
than  the  surge  and  spray — the  ebb  and  tide  of  general 
volition." 

This  under  Arkansas  as  to  double  burden 
bearers: — 

"A  live  wire  Grand  Lecturer  would  work  wonders.  In 
our  humble  opinion,  based  on  Virginia  practice,  one  person 
cannot  do  justice  to  the  two  offices  of  Grand  Secretary  and 
Grand  Lecturer." 
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Canada  does  not  find  a  place  in  our  confrere's 
reviews. 

Speaking  under  England  of  Lord  Ampthill  stir- 
ring Grand  Chapter  out  of  lethargy  into  action, 
Virginia  says: — 

"These  remarks  had  such  an  electrifying  effect  that  at 
the  November  Quarterly,  when  a  similar  report  was  pre- 
sented, there  were  actually  two  questions  propounded  by 
members,  which  being  properly  answered  the  Grand  Chapter 
again  settled  back  into  its  accustomed  attitude  of  calm  com- 
plaisance: whereupon  the  Pro.  First  Grand  Principal  gave  a 
ten-minute  lecture  on  'The  Royal  Arch  Degree  as  the  Key- 
stone of  English  Masonry,'  which,  as  presenting  an  English 
viewpoint  appears  of  sufficient  interest  to  quote  in  its 
entirety." 

Here  is  a  rare  experience  recorded  under  Georgia 
as  to  a  brother  who  realized  in  action  that  "mystic 
light  which  Craftsmen  only  know"  though  blind: — 

"In  his  ritualistic  work  he  was  ably  assisted  by  a  Com- 
panion, who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  blind,  but  whose  mem- 
ory is  evidently  perfect.  In  the  latter  respect  he  resembles 
those  whose  duty  it  is  in  Virginia  to  be  custodians  of  the 
work.  Virginia  has  no  cipher  or  ritual  of  any  kind  except 
that  existing  in  the  minds  of  the  Grand  Working  Committee. 
In  our  stimation  there  is  no  place  in  Masonry  for  a  written 
cipher." 

Texas  and  Virginia  still  stand  outside  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter,  but  Texas  has  made  a  fine  con- 
ciliatory gesture. 

We  read  under  Indiana: — 

"All  we  can  say  is  'better  be  right  than  President,'  and 
Virginia  is  right  in  keeping  clear  of  an  'entangling  alliance' 
with  the  General  Grand  Chapter." 

The  reprinting  year  after  year  of  the  full  mem- 
bership list  of  the  members  of  the  constituent  Chap- 
ters is  much  discussed  as  to  advisability  or  other- 
wise.    This  is  what  Comp.  Heath  suggests: — 

"For  economy's  sake  he  recommends  'a  complete  list  of 
the  members  of  subordinate  Chapters  be  printed  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings every  five  (5)  years  and  that  in  other  years  only 
the  names  of  officers,  past  presiding  officers  and  change  in 
membership  list  be  printed,'  but  did  not  get  away  with  it." 
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With  us  and  with  all  Reviewers,  Comp.  Heath 
is  struck  by  North  Carolina's  policy  of  progress: — 

"The  conception  and  execution  of  affairs  connected  with 
the  Educational  Fund  in  North  Carolina  is  simply  marvelous, 
and  all  of  us  are  beaten  to  a  frazzle  along  that  line." 

The  great  Jurisdiction  of  Texas  travels  another 
road  with  Virginia,  together  referred  to  in  the  fol- 
lowing:— 

"We  are  glad  to  note  that  in  Texas,  as  in  Virginia,  there 
are  no  printed  rituals,  but  'the  attentive  ear  receives  the 
ritual  from  the  instructive  tongue.'  " 

And  let  us  add  the  "faithful  breast."  as  another 
factor. 

WASHINGTON  (not  received). 

WEST  VIRGINIA, 

Carson  B.  Trenor,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Convocation  was  held  in 
Huntington,  14th  November,  1927. 

We  note  that  the  new  Grand  High  Priest,  James 
H.  Gollehon,  was  first  a  farmer  and  second  a  lawyer. 

Ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests  spread  light  and 
knowledge  in  the  Grand  East. 

Canada  was  faithfully  represented  by  Comp. 
Fred.  C.  Steinbicker.  General  Grand  King  O'Hara 
was  warmly  received  and  he  replied  "to  mingle  with 
you  is  a  source  of  inspiration." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  welcomed  the  members 
of  Grand  Chapter  and  trusted  that  they  came  as 
bearers  of  glad  tidings. 

The  following  extracts  are  worthy  of  reproduc- 
tion : — 

"No  mind  can  compute  the  extent  of  your  combined  in- 
fluence for  good  or  the  latent  powers  you  command,  if  fully 
exercised  for  the  welfare  of  humanity.  Never  before  has 
Masonry  been  more  robust,  more  highly  respected. 

"We  should  never  be  unmindful  of.  the  fact,  however,  that 
Masonry  can  never  be  bolstered  up  by  numbers. 

"Ours  is  a  fraternity  which  emphasizes  not  the  spectacu- 
lar, but  the  simple  fundamental  virtues  of  a  worthy  life;  a 
fraternity  whose  mission  is  to  build. 

"The  conservative  thought  of  Masonry  is  needed  more 
and  more  in  public  life  to-day ;  its  unselfish  spirit  and  honesty 
of  purpose  in  our  civic,  social  and  commercial  problems. 
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"It  becomes  robust,  strong  and  attractive  by  the  associa- 
tion and  good  fellowship  of  its  members,  but  its  life  blood, 
indeed  its  very  soul  is  the  ennobling  spirit  of  charity." 

Here  is  one  of  his  rulings:  — 

"Held  that  these  Companions  were  irregularly  suspended 
for  the  reason  that  members  can  be  suspended  only  at  stated 
Convocations,  or  at  a  special  Convocation  called  for  that  pur- 
pose with  proper  notice  being  given  to  every  member  of  the 
Chapter." 

Membership,  12,202.     Net  gain,  83. 
Grand  Secretary,  George  M.  Ford,  embraced  the 
following  in  his  Report:  — 

"A  Companion  when  signing  an  application  for  a  dis- 
pensation to  form  a  new  Chapter  U.  D.  automatically  trans- 
fers his  membership  to  the  new  Chapter  when  dispensation 
is  granted. 

"A  Chapter  U.  D.  collects  no  dues  nor  pays  dues  or  as- 
sessments to  the  Grand  Chapter." 

He  wishes  it  were  possible  for  all  the  reviews 
to  be  read  by  every  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

The  Representative  of  Kentucky,  Comp.  John 
R.  Reese,  said  in  his  address : — 

"And  then  a  few  years  ago  we  had  a  Grand  High  Priest 
of  Kentucky,  who  asked  them  what  they  had  done  in  their 
respective  positions,  and  then  it  developed  that  the  whole 
number  was  just  like  any  one  of  them,  none  of  them  had 
done  anything  and  none  of  them  knew  what  they  were  ex- 
pected to  do,  and  so  they  reported  that  they  had  discharged 
their  duties  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge.      (Applause). 

"Most  of  us  to-day  came  of  the  line  of  Scotch  and  British 
blood,  and  it  is  only  an  imaginary  line  between  us.  And  I 
want  you  all  to  draw  closer,  without  going  across  that  little 
old  muddy  stream,  and  be  one,  be  strong  in  the  nature  of  the 
grand  people  we  represent." 

West  Virginia  certainly  had  breezy  visitors  from 
Kentucky.  Comp.  Cochrane  of  that  Jurisdiction 
said:  — 

"It  was  written  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mulligan,  of 
Lexington.  Of  course  you  can  put  'West  Virginia'  in  where 
I  have  got  'Kentucky,'  and  it  will  mean  the  same  thing: 

"The     moonlight     falls     the     softest 

in  Kentucky, 
The  summer  days  come  oftest 

in  Kentucky, 
Friendship  is  the  strongest 
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Love's  light  glows  the  longest, 
Yet,  wrong  is  always  wrongest 

in  Kentucky. 
Orators  are  the  grandest 

in  Kentucky, 
Officials  are  the  blandest 

in  Kentucky, 
Boys  are  all  the  finest, 
Dangers  are  ever  nighest, 
Taxes  are  the  highest 

in  Kentucky. 
The  song  birds  are  sweetest 

in  Kentucky, 
The  thoroughbreds  are  fleetest 

in  Kentucky, 
Mountains   tower  proudest, 
Thunder  peals  the  loudest 
The  landscape  is  the  grandest — 
And  politics — the  damnedest 

in  Kentucky." 

Comp.  Scholl,  of  Ohio,  quoted: — 

"Oh,   the   world's    a    curious    compound, 
With  its  honey  and  its  gall 
With  its  cares  and  bitter  crosses, 
But  a  good    world  after  all. 
And  a  good  God  must  have  made  it 
At  least  that  is  what  I  say — 
When  a  hand  is  on  my  shoulder 
In  a  friendly  sort  o'  way." 

The  Grand  Chaplain  of  West  Virginia  is  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  Gravatt  and  he  led  in  prayer  after  the 
Committee  on  Necrology  had  made  their  report  in 
which  they  quoted  the  well  known  lines  "he  is  gone 
on  the  mountain,  he  is  lost  in  the  forest." 

In  the  memorial  tribute  to  the  late  W.  T.  Work- 
man, P.G.H.P.,  this  verse  is  quoted: — 

"Whatever  task  was  given  him  to  do, 
He  did  with  all  his  might, 
He  was  faithful  in  both  great  and   small, 
And  served  the  Truth  and  Right." 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  Cowan,  of  Barrie,  repre- 
sents West  Virginia. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  for  the 
sixth  time  is  in  the  capable  hands  of  George  M. 
Ford,  Grand  Secretary,  who  in  his  introduction 
wisely  says:  — 
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"We  hate  to  appear  pessimistic,  but  these  figures  do  not 
bear  out  the  assertion  made  by  some  reviewers,  that  'we  have 
passed  through  the  trying  times,  and  that  the  process  of 
weeding  out  the  dead  timber  is  done.'  • 

"While  we  frankly  admit  we  do  not  know  the  cause,  nor 
can  we  suggest  a  remedy  to  fit  all  cases,  we  do  believe  that 
if  proper  means  were  adopted  by  subordinate  Chapters,  elect 
none  but  competent  officers,  and  give  more  attention  to  the 
selecting  of  competent  Secretaries  and  pay  them  sufficient 
to  demand  of  them  close  attention  to  their  duties,  not  only 
within  the  Chapter  room,  but  to  see  that  a  Companion  is  not 
suspended  for  N.P.D.  until  every  effort  to  collect  is  ex- 
hausted." 

Under  Alabama  we  read: — 

"This  Grand  Chapter  has,  we  believe,  the  only  committee 
of  the  kind  existing  within  a  Grand  Chapter.  'Committee 
on  Masonry  and  American  Citizenship.'  and  it  is  a  mighty 
good  thing  to  take  up  and  give  heed  to." 

This  from  Alberta: — 

"That  the  Scribe  'Make  it  a  point  to  inquire  when  a  Com- 
panion pays  his  dues,  if  he  has  a  receipt  from  his  Craft.' 
Adopted.  But  what  if  he  does  not?  Don't  seem  to  us  that 
this  is  enough.  We  believe  all  Grand  Chapters  have  realized 
that  some  action  should  be  taken  regarding  this  matter." 

And  this  under  British  Columbia: — 

•  "With  reference  to  these  rulings,  we  must  confess  a  liking 
to  our  own  law,  requiring  membership  in  good  standing  in 
a  lodge  as  a  prerequisite  to  Chapter  membership. 

"The  thought  presents  itself.  Is  it  not  strange  that  it  is 
seldom  that  the  members  of  a  Grand  Chapter  really  know  any 
thing  about  their  Representative.  Take  the  case  of  M.  W. 
Manson,  we  had  no  knowledge  as  to  his  profession  or  his 
honourable  career,  and  we  certainly  are  proud  to  have  Com- 
panion Manson  represent  West  Virginia." 

Under  Canada  our  colleague  is  greatly  impressed 
by  the  address  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  E.  Clark  in 
tendering  greeting  to  Grand  Chapter.  He  makes 
a  long  quotation  of  which  the  following  is  one 
sentence: — 

"To  these  attacks  and  this  propaganda,  in  accordance 
with  long  established  practice,  we  make  no  reply,  take  no 
action  save  that  with  a  firm  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the 
principles  to  which  we  adhere." 

He  says  Grand  Z.  Dunstan's  address  shows  care- 
ful attention  and  thought  to  the  work  of  his  great 
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office  and  he  emphasizes  inter-visiting  and  show- 
ing special  attention  to  new  members.  He  not 
merely  praises  ?  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendents but  singles  out  that  of  Comp.  Harry  Camp- 
bell who  he  says  comments  on  the  conditions  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  offers  suggestions  which 
if  carried  out  would  undoubtedly  be  of  general  bene- 
fit. He  commends  also  the  report  of  Grand  Scribe 
E.,  Henry  T.  Smith,  as  very  complete,  making  an 
analysis  of  all  conditions.  Comp.  Gardiner's  report 
on  the  Capitular  Craft  is  thorough  and  compre- 
hensive and  he  quotes  largely  from  it. 

Of  our  own  review  he  is  kind  enough  to  say: — 

"As  one  who  has  followed  his  writings  we  always  look 
for  something  out  of  the  ordinary,  and  again  were  not  dis- 
appointed. 

"Both  Foreword  and  Afterword  are  teeming  with  origin- 
ality and  very  applicable  to  the  subject  in  hand." 

And  of  our  Grand  Representative  he  says:  — 

"We  might  add,  we  as  West  Virginians,  are  justly  proud 
of  Companion  Steinbicker.     First  as  a  man  then  as  a  Mason." 

This  under  Colorado  is  one  of  the  many  ex- 
planations given  of  what  in  several  Jurisdictions,  is 
a  tragedy: — 

"A  lack  of  knowledge  always  induces  a  lack  of  interest 
among  the  individual  members,  and  a  lack  of  proficiency 
among  the  officers  creates  an  apathy  in  the  Chapter." 

England  receives  emphatic  commendation  from 
our  colleague: — 

"Above  is  about  all  the  business  transacted  according  to 
the  record,  but  we  are  greatly  impressed  with  the  remarks 
of  the  M.  E.  Pro.  First  Principal  so  much  so  that  we  take 
the  liberty  of  giving  excerpts.  Lack  of  space  prohibits 
quoting  all,  but  it  is  good  reading  and  shows  that  at  least  one 
of  the  Companions  is  not  a  'Me  too'  which  alas  is  too  often 
the  case  found  in  our  Grand  Chapter  meetings. 

"Congratulations,  Most  Excellent  Sir.  Not  only  for  the 
real  pleasure  in  reading  your  addresses,  but  at  your  having 
aroused  the  interest  of  the  Companions  to  the  need  of  some- 
thing of  that  kind  to  stimulate  to  work  and  interest  in  the 
Royal  Craft." 

Scotland  has  these  comments  with  others:  — 
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"Although  they  are  noted  private  and  confidential,  no 
secrets  would  be  divulged  were  they  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  profane. 

"As  intimated  at  the  beginning  it  is  difficult  to  write  an 
interesting  review  of  the  working  of  Grand  Chapters  of 
Foreign  Jurisdictions,  owing  to  the  lack  of  printed  informa- 
tion but  we  know  our  Companions  of  Scotland  do  good  work 
and  lots  of  it." 

Wyoming  opens  up  this  approved  opportunity: — 

"  'If  the  timber  is  of  good  quality,  a  tactful  Recorder 
(Secretary)  will  see  to  it  that  it  is  retained.'" 

WISCONSIN. 

Winfield  W.  Gilman,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Seventy-eighth  Annual  Convocation  was 
opened  in  Madison,  February  21st,  1928. 

In  his  introductory  address  the  Grand  High 
Priest  says: — 

"The  more  important  condition  is  shown  by  the  lives  of 
the  individuals  composing  our  membership.  It  is  not  our 
profession,  not  our  spoken  words,  not  the  praise  we  bestow 
upon  each  other,  or  upon  our  Order,  but  the  facts  spread 
upon  the  records  of  the  recording  Angel  that  determine  to 
what  extent  we  have  made  a  success  or  a  failure  in  life,  and 
it  is  the  sum  total  of  those  records  to  which  we  must  look 
for  a  justification  of  the  existence  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

"We  feel  that  an  occasional  'breathing  spell'  is  not  neces- 
sarily detrimental." 

Under  Necrology  we  have  this  poetic  touch:  — 

"Thou  hast,  indeed,  entered  the  promised  land,  while  we 
are  yet  on  the  march.  To  us  remains  the  rocking  of  the  deep, 
the  storm  upon  the  land,  days  of  duty  and  nights  of  watching; 
but  thou  art  sphered  high  above  all  darkness  and  fear,  beyoud 
all  sorrow  and  weariness." 

All  publications  of  circulars  or  other  similar 
documents  pertaining  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  are 
prohibited  from  being  sent  to  or  circulated  among 
the  subordinate  Chapters  without  first  obtaining  the 
permission  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  special  Dispensation  was  refused  to  receive 
and  act  on  the  petition  of  a  non-resident  of  the 
State,  and  also  one  to  receive  and  act  on  a  petition 
of  a  Military  Instructor  in  the  Federal  Service  hav- 
ing no  "legal"  residence. 
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Among  his  other  decisions  are: — 

"Is  it  proper  for  the  High  Priest  to  wear  his  official  robe 
while  acting  as  installing  officer  for  a  Chapter  of  DeMolay? 

"The  High  Priest's  robe  is  to  be  worn  only  in  conferring 
the  R.A.  Degree,  when  the  wearer  represents  a  certain 
character. 

"Where  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  has  received  the  degrees, 
may  the  fees  paid  by  him  be  remitted? 

"No. 

"How  may  a  High  Priest  remove  an  appointive  officer? 

"He  has  no  power  so  to  do. 

"May  a  Chapter  be  granted  a  dispensation  to  hold  a 
Convocation  in  the  Lodge  room  of  a  Lodge  within  the  terri- 
torial Jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter,  but  not  in  the  municipality 
in  which  the  Chapter  is  located? 

"No. 

"May  a  dispensation  be  granted  to  receive  and  refer  peti- 
tions for  degrees  at  a  special  Convocation? 

"No. 

"When  a  Master  Mason,  who  is  also  a  E.A.M.,  is  suspended 
by  his  Lodge  for  a  period  of  five  years,  does  he  drop  from 
membership  in  the  Chapter? 

"A  committee  on  discipline  of  the  Chapter  should  in- 
vestigate as  to  what  action  was  taken  by  the  Lodge  and  report 
the  same  at  a  stated  Convocation  of  the  Chapter.  The  dis- 
cipline of  the  Lodge  will  prevail  in  the  Chapter.  The  Secre- 
tary should  duly  record  these  proceedings." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  recommends  all  who 
desire  to  improve  themselves  in  Masonry,  to  read 
the  reports  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

With  this  verse  he  closes: — 

"And  so,  in  future  years,  should  we  be  spared, 
May  we  recall  this  very  happy  year; 
This  group  of  cheerful  faces,  every  hand 
Strong  in  the  grip  fraternal,  every  eye 
Filled  with  the  light  fraternal.,, 

Sixteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  evinced  their 
faith  and  fidelity  by  active  presence.  Canada  was 
represented  by  David  Harlowe. 

This  verse  is  the  tribute  to  the  memory  of  George 
Edgar  Carson,  General  Grand  High  Priest: — 

"For    when    a    good    man    dies, 
For  years  beyond  our  ken, 
The  light  he  leaves  behind 
Lies  on  the  paths  of  men." 

Membership,  25,947.   Net  gain,  580. 
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The  Order  of  DeMolay  appears  to  be  a  prime 
favourite  in  Wisconsin.  The  present  membership 
is  reported  as  about  4,000,  and  the  sponsor  says 
that  an  unexpected  percentage  are  joining  the 
Craft.  It  will  be  too  bad  if  this  impression  of  one 
of  the  prime  objects  of  DeMolay  gets  abroad. 

The  report  by  Comp.  Isham  further  says  and 
we  give  both  sides:  — 

"Within  the  past  year  the  Eagles,  the  Elks  and  Knights 
of  Pythias  have  all  instituted  junior  orders  following  the 
same  general  lines  of  the  Order  of  DeMolay. 

"Now  the  thought  that  I  wish  to  sink  home  is  this.  Con- 
sider the  difference  of  the  cost  of  membership  fee  of  the 
various  organizations  mentioned. 

"I  believe  the  time  is  either  here  or  in  the  near  future 
when  the  Blue  Lodges  as  such  should  join  with  and  share 
in  the  responsibilities  and  obligations,  more  especially  of  a 
financial  nature,  with  the  Grand  Chapter.  Financially,  the 
Blue  Lodges  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  have  benefited  some- 
thing like  fifteen  times  the  amount  that  has  been  invested  in 
the  Order  of  DeMolay  by  the  Grand  Chapter." 

The  Obituary  Report  has  not  the  ordinary  plati- 
tudes:— 

"Death  does  not  destroy  the  spirit,  it  only  liberates  it. 
Rather  it  sets  the  soul  free  from  the  lassitude  and  in- 
activeness  of  the  body. 

"The  Pattern  in  the  Mount  was  the  Hebrew  phrase  for 
the  sublime  conception  of  life  which  the  Greek  found  in 
Plato's  philosophy,  the  conception  which  makes  all  mortal 
things  symbols  of  immortal  ideas  and  the  whole  material 
creation  the  sign  and  disclosure  of  a  spiritual  order. 

"Death  is  the  loosing  of  the  cable  that  the  bark  may 
freely  sail  to  the  fair  heavens." 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Perry  was  officially  proclaimed 
Grand  Secretary  Emeritus  with  full  pay,  and  W.  F. 
Weiler  was  elected  Grand  Scribe. 

A  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  then  sitting  which  was  welcomed  by  us. 

William  J.  Wadsworth,  of  Toronto,  represents 
Wisconsin. 

Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  by  an  honoured 
Companion,  Samuel  Wright. 

Under  Alabama  he  speaks  of  working  the  Ma- 
sonic guillotine  overtime  and  as  to  this  not  tending 
to  develop  glad  peace  and  harmony. 
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Canada  has  four  pages  of  Fraternal  Review. 
Our  colleagues  speaks  of  our  many  grand  visitors 
at  Ottawa,  of  our  benevolence  which  for  a  Grand 
Chapter  looms  large,  and  he  speaks  commendingly 
with  citations  of  Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  on  Ca- 
pitular Masonry.  The  member  who  is  in  arrears 
because  he  has  lost  interest  appears  a  much  harder 
proposition  to  deal  with  than  the  others.  Then 
follows  an  original  suggestion  which  is  emphasized 
under  other  Jurisdictions  and  which,  whether  we 
agree  or  not,  requires  consideration:  — 

"This  Committee  on  Capitular  Masonry  appears  to  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  their  system  of  perpetual  dues,  a 
certain  fixed  amount  payable  annually  during  the  Com- 
panion's life  time,  without  regard  to  his  previous  years  of 
membership,  his  age,  his  inconvenience  or  his  inability  to 
pay,  backed  by  a  drastic  penalty,  is  not  an  Ancient  Land- 
mark, nor  even  a  remote  offspring  of  the  principle  of  Ma- 
sonic love  and  affection,  as  inspired  by  our  idol,  it  is  of  our 
own  free  will  and  accord.  But  on  the  contrary,  it  is  absolutely 
a  labour  union  invention  pure  and  simple,  unfortunately 
embraced  by  Masonic  Bodies  on  account  of  its  seeming 
financial  convenience. 

"By  adhering  to  this  labour  union  practice,  the  frequency 
of  'carelessness'  and  'lost  interest'  as  complained  of  by  the 
committee,  is  not  remarkable. 

"One  thing  seems  certain,  there  should  be  a  time  when  a 
Companion  should  have  completed  his  duties  to  his  Chapter, 
at  a  time  when  time  and  age  have  impaired  his  earning 
ability  and  limited  his  income,  when  N.P.D.  is  not  one  of 
his  vexations." 

The  wonderful  addresses  of  Lord  Ampthill,  Pro 
First  Grand  Principal  of  England,  at  their  various 
meetings  last  year  are  reprinted  in  full. 

Again  Comp.  Wright  strikes  an  original  note 
under  Kansas:  — 

"A  Chapter  desired  to  know  whether,  'as  a  means  of  cre- 
ating better  fellowship  among  members,'  it  would  be  proper 
for  the  Chapter  to  confer  the  Mark  Master's  Degree  in  'an 
abandoned  stone  quarry.'  The  Grand  High  Priest  evidently 
questioned  the  superannuated  quarry's  ability  as  a  pro- 
mulgator of  the  desirable  grade  of  'fellowship,'  vetoed  the 
enterprise." 

Probably  the  longest  review  is  given  to  Rhode 
Island  and  especially  to  the  striking  addresses  of 


APPENDIX  237 

1926  in  that  Jurisdiction.     The  following  may  be 
quoted  with  interest:  — 

"Brother  Durkee  likened  George  Washington  to  a  real, 
human,  virile  man,  with  some  weaknesses  and  many  virtues. 
He  said  that  he,  for  one,  wanted  to  raise  his  voice  in  protest 
against  any  man  pointing  out  Washington's  weaknesses 
rather  than  his  virtues." 

Again  under  South  Dakota  our  colleague  returns 
to  the  subject  which  has  gripped  him  and  which  we 
pass  on  for  the  consideration  of  our  Canadian  and 
other  Companions  who  may  read  this  review : — 

"A  Companion  whose  earning  ability  and  income  have 
been  impaired  by  age  and  its  intimities  to  a  point  perhaps 
barely  meeting  his  family  expenses,  without  the  strictest 
economy,  his  Masonic  'zeal  and  interest'  (as  the  Committee 
call  it)  wanes  and  he  escapes  by  N.P.D.  that  which  would 
otherwise  bother  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  grave. 

"This  Committee  suggest  certain  changes  of  this  labour 
union  dues  system  which,  are  in  the  right  direction.  Its 
'Trust  Fund'  plan  should  provide  that  after  paying  the  Com- 
panion's dues  by  its  interest,  the  principal  should  be  returned 
to  the  Companion  after  demit  or  death,  its  work  then  being 
completed.  The  plan  based  on  'expectancy  of  life,'  which  it 
claims  'is  absurd.'  we  do  not  know  why.  Certainly  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fixed  sum,  or  if  distributed  during  a  fixed  term  of 
years,  the  Companion  who  accepts  it  of  his  own  free  will 
and  accord,  and  pays  it,  will  not  in  his  later  years  have  the 
N.P.D.,  the  main  reason  for  'loss  of  zeal  and  interest'  and 
final  suspension.  Some  Grand  Bodies  lose  as  much  as  the 
alarming  five  or  six  per  cent,  annually  and  mildly  state  it  is 
merely  removing  the  'dead  wood.'  " 

From  his  conclusion  we  take  this  interesting 
matter: — 

"Generally  the  greater  the  dues  the  larger  such  loss, 
showing  conclusively,  we  think,  that  it  will  be  found  that  the 
trouble  is  simply  one  of  finances.  This  so-called  'dead  wood,' 
etc.,  is  merely  the  result  of  financial  stringency  which  the 
Companion  is  up  against. 

"But  if  in  the  beginning  he  had  been  requested  in  lieu  of 
dues  to  pay  a  certain  sum  or  even  the  same  distributed  for 
a  number  of  years,  terminating  at  a  certain  time,  he  would 
have  paid  it  while  abundantly  able  and  of  his  'own  free  will 
and  accord,'  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Order, 
now  we  fear  fast  becoming  obsolete,  and  the  Companion 
would  not  have  lost  his  'zeal  and  interest'  now  complained 
of. 

"The  older  large  Chapters  of  the  large  cities  have  not 
more  than  held  their  own  as  to  the  number  of  members  the 
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last  year,  except  Providence,  No.  1,  of  Rhode  Island,  which 
has  distanced  them  all  with  a  membership  of  4,179,  the 
largest  in  the  world." 

WYOMING,  1927. 

Terrell  G.  Scott,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  Canadian,  a  native 
of  Halifax,  where  he  was  born  in  1880,  another 
victory  for  the  Blue  Noses.  It  is  due  to  his  Nova 
Scotian  thoroughness  that  his  biographer  is  able 
to  record  that  he  visited  every  one  of  the  constituent 
bodies  of  this  very  large  Jurisdiction,  addressing 
and  instructing  the  members  of  each. 

The  Nineteenth  Convocation  was  held  in  the 
City  of  Evanston,  July  12th,  1927.  Fourteen  out  of 
the  eighteen  chartered  Chapters  were  directly  repre- 
sented, with  five  Past  Grand  High  Priests  doing 
duty. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  described  Evanston  as 
"delightfully  situated  with  its  vista  of  foot  hills 
and  mountain  scenery."  In  referring  to  those  who 
have  passed  to  rest  he  says  that  while  death  is  in- 
evitable:— 

"It  is  not  wise  to  fear  death,  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
learn  and  practice  how  to  live." 

The  grateful  acknowledgment  of  Wyoming's  con- 
tribution to  the  Florida  Relief  Fund  is  thus  ex- 
pressed:— 

"I  trust  your  Grand  Jurisdiction  may  be  immune  from 
such  devastation  as  we  have  had,  but  should  occasion  require 
it,  we  will  be  pleased  to  contribute  as  you  and  the  other 
Grand  Jurisdictions  have  so  generously  contributed  to  us 
in  our  distress." 

No  less  than  $1,385  was  contributed  also  by 
Wyoming  to  the  Mississippi  River  Flood  Relief. 

Many  Grand  Representatives  were  replaced  be- 
cause of  failure  to  attend  their  Grand  Convocations. 

One  of  his  decisions  reads: — 

"Candidates  may  be  grouped  in  all  three  degrees,  but 
each  must  receive  the  Obligation,  signs  and  grips." 

We  can  see  the  finish  of  a  Chapter  at  Ther- 
mopolis  who,  although  notified  that  the  Grand  High 
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Priest  would  visit  them,  held  no  meeting,  the  Secre- 
tary saying  that  the  hall  was  occupied,  and  the  High 
Priest  coolly  informed  the  Grand  High  Priest  that 
he  was  otherwise  engaged.  Comp.  Scott  is  evidently 
not  a  despot  or  he  would  have  arrested  the  Charter 
at  once.  It  is  rather  disconcerting  to  think  that 
there  are  such  men  as  these  officers  in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  anywhere.  They  should  be  tried  and 
eliminated. 

Membership,  2,231.     Net  gain,  5. 

Many  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Grand 
Library. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  say  in  their  Report 
"from  this  inexorable  law  of  decay  even  man,  the 
masterpiece  of  creaton,  is  not  exempt." 

Grand  Chapter  discussed  constructive  sugges- 
tions to  stimulate  interest  in  Chapter  Convocations. 

The  retiring  Grand  Officers  placed  their  Rituals 
in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  re-issued 
them  to  the  newly  elected  Grand  Officers  in  the 
presence  of  Grand  Chapter,  a  fine  custom  not  often 
observed. 

David  H.  McCraken,  of  Port  Colborne,  repre- 
sents Wyoming  and  Canada  is  represented  by 
Richard  H.  Repath,  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Cor- 
respondent, whose  brother  is  an  esteemed  and  active 
member  of  Toronto  Chapters. 

Comp.  Repath  submits  his  fourth  review,  saying 
in  his  introduction:  — 

"The  reading  of  Proceedings  under  review  supports  our 
observation  of  last  year,  to  the  effect  that  there  is  a  growing 
desire  to  elevate  the  work  to  comport  with  the  dignity  and 
beauty  inherent  therein  through  the  medium  of  instruction; 
to  require  a  higher  standard  of  efficiency  among  officers  of 
constituent  Chapters;  to  weed  out  undesirable  timber  admit- 
ted as  the  result  of  war  hysteria;  and  to  scrutinize  more 
closely  the  standing  of  candidates." 

He  then  gives  a  summary  of  some  interesting 
statistics  involving  complicated  research.  He  esti- 
mates the  Royal  Arch  membership  in  the  United 
States  at  925,809  and  has  calculated  that  during  the 
past  year  there  had  been  in  those  Jurisdictions  10,- 
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975  deaths,  7,868  demissions  and  17,036  suspensions, 
the  suspensions  being  approximately  2,500  more  than 
last  year  so  that  the  peak  does  not  seem  yet  to  have 
been  reached.  Out  of  60  Grand  Representatives 
only  19  were  reported  as  present  and  with  regard 
to  this  our  colleague  says: — 

"It  can  mean  only  that  the  nominations  on  which  our 
commissions  were  based  were  not  well  considered,  or  that 
the  system  of  representatives,  which  really  has  much  to 
commend  it,  is  falling  from  grace." 

Illinois  still  leads  with  240  Chapters  and  Nevada 
and  Utah  with  eight  Chapters  show  the  smallest 
membership. 

This  concrete  suggestion  appears  to  be  made  all 
along  the  line: — 

"Pointing  out  that  a  number  of  Chapters  were  in  too 
close  proximity  to  each  other,  especially  since  the  advent  of 
the  automobile,  he  suggested  a  consolidation  in  the  interest 
of  a  strong  and  healthy  organization." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Arkansas  having 
started  out  by  sending  monthly  letters  to  every 
Chapter  in  the  State,  Comp.  Repath  says  "ap- 
parently the  reaction  was  negative." 

Again  the  question  arises  as  to  whether  the  Ca- 
pitular Degrees  are  too  long  and  the  query  appears 
to  be  answered  in  the  affirmative  in  many  Juris- 
dictions. 

Illinois  Grand  Chapter  was  regaled  with  a  couple 
of  selections  on  the  bag-pipes  in  true  Scottish  style 
on  which  Comp.  Repath  comments  "no  wonder  the 
Craft  is  so  popular  in  Illinois !" 

Our  colleague  points  out  that  under  the  old  regu- 
lations it  was  actually  possible  for  a  candidate  to 
receive  the  M.M.  Degree  on  Saturday  evening  and 
within  the  next  four  days  commencing  on  Monday 
morning,  to  receive  as  high  as  the  32nd  Degree.  If 
this  condition  existed  we  agree  with  our  colleague 
that  it  was  a  travesty  and  lowered  the  dignity  sur- 
rounding our  splendid  orders. 

Massachusetts  is  as  impressive  in  the  west  as  it 
is  in  the  east  and  north :  — 
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"An  air  of  prosperity  and  dignity  permeates  the  trans- 
actions of  this  grand  old  Jurisdiction,  more  noticeable  per- 
haps in  the  older  Jurisdictions  of  the  east  than  elsewhere." 

British  Jurisdictions  are  by  themselves  at  the 
end  of  the  Review,  we  trust  for  the  reason  given  by 
another  Reviewer  "the  best  at  the  last."  Comp. 
Repath  possibly  has  in  his  mind  the  British  League 
of  Nations. 

Wyoming  is  an  adherent  to  the  old  customs  and 
with  reference  to  Comp.  Dunstan's  dispensation  in 
which  he  well  ruled  that  mental  and  moral  qualifica- 
cations  were  more  important  than  physical  disquali- 
fications, our  Reviewer  said : — 

"As  to  the  latter,  some  there  be  who  will  say  it  is  a  tribute 
rather  to  his  heart  than  to  his  regard  for  ancient  land- 
marks." 


Comp.  Gardiner's  Report  on  Capitular  affairs 
again,  as  in  every  Jurisdiction,  receives  praise,  as 
comprehensive,  as  also  does  the  clear  report  of  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

He  is  kindly  generous  in  his  appreciation  of  our 
Review,  with  regard  to  which  he  says  and  we  must 
confess  to  a  modest  glow  of  pleasure  as  we  read: — 

"Its  great  worth,  aside  from  the  information  conveyed 
of  the  Proceedings  in  each  Jurisdiction,  are  the  discriminat- 
ing quotations  from  the  writings  of  other  reviewers,  a 
practice  that  appeals  to  us  because  presenting  the  opinions 
of  a  group  of  men  whose  experience  and  knowledge  of 
matters  Capitular  are  greater  and  more  profound  than 
obtainable  from  any  other  source. 

"We  consider  the  review  work  of  Companion  Ponton 
among  the  most  brilliant,  thorough  and  informatory  in  the 
Capitular  world." 

Of  England  and  Wales  he  says  that  our  system 
has  no  "counterpart,"  and  "its  printed  minutes  are 
brief  and  formal." 

He  closes  his  excellent  review  with  an  account 
of  the  visit  of  the  Earl  of  Cassillis  to  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming,  where  a  brother  lived. 


242  APPENDIX 

WYOMING,  1928. 

John  Arnon  Whiting,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  whose  "counterfeit  pre- 
sentment" appears  as  a  frontispiece  to  the  Proceed- 
ings, is  a  Civil  Engineer  of  note  and  Inter-state 
Stream  Commissioner. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Rawlins,  June  26th,  1928. 

Seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present, 
diligent  in  duty. 

Richard  H.  Repath,  brother  of  our  own  Comp. 
Repath,  is  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Correspondent, 
Grand  Librarian  and  Grand  Representative  of  Can- 
ada. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  thinks  that  Capitular 
Masonry  to-day  is  coming  into  its  own : — 

"A  democratic  institution,  whose  high  standards  are  be- 
ing exemplified  in  the  lives  and  conduct  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

"Forms,  ceremonies  and  ritualistic  work  are  necessary, 
but  they  must  bear  the  fruit  of  brotherly  love  and  fellowship, 
otherwise  will  wither  and  decay." 

Comp.    Emerson,    Governor   of   Wyoming,    gra- 
ciously assisted  in  dispensing  hospitality. 
This  ruling  may  be  of  interest: — 

"Is  there  a  time  limit  on  the  carrying  of  a  demit?  (d) 
Should  a  member  withdrawing  from  the  Order  return  his 
penny? 

"It  is  my  presumption  that  a  Companion  can  carry  a 
demit  as  long  as  he  desires,  as  the  granting  of  a  demit  severs 
his  membership  with  the  Chapter,     (d)   No." 

Many  men,  many  minds,  and  here  is  a  new  and 
strong  sidelight  on  the  much  discussed  debacle  in 
membership: — 

"I  resent  the  statement  which  I  often  hear,  and  declare 
the  same  unmasonic,  that  our  suspended  and  demitted  Com- 
panions represent  the  riff-raff  and  undesirable  members  in 
Masonry. 

"I  feel  that  many  a  poor  fellow  Companion,  a  victim  of 
the  financial  depression  following  the  close  of  the  World 
War,  has  been  unwillingly  forced  to  sacrifice  his  membership 
that  those  dependent  upon  him  might  be  supplied  with  the 
necessities  of  life.     Judge  your  Brother  not  too  harshly." 
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The  gem  of  obituary  messages  from  the  Grand 
Commander  and  Grand  High  Priest  is: — 
"Though  the  Warrior's  sun  is  set, 
Its   light   shall   linger   'round   us   yet — 
Bright!      Radiant!      Blest!" 

Membership,  2,237.     Net  gain,  6. 

$5,000  insurance  has  been  placed  upon  the 
Library. 

Comp.  Whiting  is  described  as  a  man  of  untiring 
energy  and  who  believes  in  doing  things  and  finish- 
ing them. 

A  dinner  "excellently  purveyed"  was  served  to 
the  Knights  Templar  and  Companions  to  the  ac- 
companiment of  tuneful  melodies  by  the  Sage  Brush 
Syncopators. 

Wyoming  is  represented  by  David  H.  McCracken. 

The  Correspondence  Report  is  by  Henry  G. 
Watson,  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil,  with  an 
introduction  by  Grand  Secretary  Repath,  who  be- 
speaks for  him  encouragement  and  courtesy.  We 
welcome  him  to  the  Square  Table. 

He  makes  a  good  introduction  as  the  following 
will  show: — 

"Nearly  always  the  reason  given  is  'lack  of  interest.' 
From  our  own  observation,  however,  we  are  inclined  to 
ascribe  the  losses  to  financial  reasons.  Royal  Arch  Masons 
are  not  hermits;  they  are  members  of  other  orders,  clubs, 
churches  charitable  organizations,  etc.,  all  of  which  require 
revenue  for  their  operations,  and,  when  the  financial  burden 
becomes  too  heavy,  they  have  to  'drop  out'  of  some  organi- 
zations. Many  times  when  a  Companion  says  'I  have  lost 
interest'  he  means  that  his  grocery  bill  is  unpaid  or  his  in- 
surance premium  due.  But  most  men  are  very  adverse  to 
saying  'I  can  not  afford.'  " 

This  under  British  Columbia: — 

"Companion  Prescott  objects  to  the  term  'Foreign  Juris- 
dictions,' which  is  sometimes  used.  We  have  for  some  time 
appreciated  the  inappropriateness  of  the  term  and  have  re- 
cently changed  our  heading  for  sister  Jurisdictions  without 
the  United  States  to  'British  Jurisdictions,'  which  is  still 
inclusive  of  all  such  Grand  Jurisdictions." 

In  his  Review  of  Canada  our  colleague  says  that 
the  address  of  Grand  Z.  Dunstan  was  concise,  re- 
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fleeting  a  business-like  administration.  He  refers 
to  and  quotes  largely  from  Comp.  Gardiner's  Ca- 
pitular Masonry  and  adds: — 

"If  such  ideas  were  generally  exemplified  we  would  hear 
few  complaints  of  a  lack  of  a  constructive  programme." 

Of  our  review  he  is  kindly  appreciative: — 

"The  Review  of  sister  Jurisdictions  is  again  by  that 
Craftsman,  Comp.  Ponton,  who  always  turns  out  'good  work, 
square  work,  such  work,'  as  we  like  to  receive.  He  seems 
to  have  missed  nothing  of  interest  in  the  more  than  sixty 
Jurisdictions  he  has  reviewed." 

Under  Nova  Scotia  we  read: — 

"Nova  Scotia,  like  some  other  British  Jurisdictions,  has 
a  Board  of  General  Purposes,  which  seems  to  act  as  a  sort 
of  board  of  directors  between  the  times  of  the  annual  Con- 
vocations." 

On  Scotland  and  Australasian  independence  we 
have  this  comment: — 

"A  little  less  reliance  on  the  proverbial  dependence,  of  a 
'daughter,'  on  the  'mother'  might  tend  to  clarify  the  situa- 
tion in  this  day  and  age  when  a  daughter  is  mistress  in  her 
own  house,  and  the  wise  mother  allows  her  daughter  to  run 
her  own  home  without  interference." 
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AFTERWORD. 

It  is  within  our  province  to  appreciate  ourselves.  The 
Proceedings  of  each  Grand  Jurisdiction  express  justifiable 
self  respect  and  the  Mother  Grand  Chapter  always  looms 
large  in  our  esteem.  The  light  that  shines  the  farthest, 
shines  the  brightest  nearest  home.  But  the  higher  we  climb 
the  broader  should  be  our  horizons  and  our  helpful 
sympathies.  If  we  are  to  live  rather  than  to  exist 
we  must  make  contact  outside  the  range  of  our  own 
immediate  experience.  That  is  one  of  the  purposes  of 
our  Fraternal  Correspondence  Reviews — to  keep  the  step — 
to  keep  the  touch — to  keep  the  faith.  So  doing  we  cannot 
lose  our  way,  or  if  in  haven  we  will  not  drift  from  our 
moorings.  Let  us  strengthen  the  grip  of  hands  and  hearts 
across  the  Seas — across  the  Lakes.  Royal  and  Master 
Craftsmanship  is  the  co-operative  achievement  of  men  of 
brave  and  affable  demeanor,  who  loyal  to  Sovereign  power, 
each  under  his  own  flag,  are  loyal  to  each  other.  Confidence 
is  essential  and  good  steersmanship ;  let  us  hold  our  rudder 
true.  Our  .ways  lie  together  on  the  road  map  of  life.  Let 
us  be  interested  in  each  other.  So  doing,  we  can  overcome 
any  burden  with  light  but  steady  heart,  and  solve  any 
problem  in  the  great  game  of  life.  United,  we  have  iron 
and  fire  and  power — the  hand  can  never  go  back  on  the  dial 
of  time.  We  men  of  the  present  must  face  the  future  to- 
gether and  it  should  be  on  an  eminence  from  which  we  may 
look  back  on  great  things  accomplished  and  forward  on  the 
greater  things  to  come.  May  this  summary  of  acts  and  facts, 
of  actors  and  factors  in  the  Royal  Craft,  give  impetus  and 
impulse  to  the  will  power,  and  unity,  copiousness  and  flexi- 
bility to  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Soli- 
darity. 

"We  need  the  comrade  heart 

That  understands, 

And  the  warmth,  the  living  warmth 

Of  human  hands. 

We  seek  a  loyal  friend 

Who  understands, 

And  the  warmth,  the  pulsing  warmth 

Of  human  hands. 

We  need  a  patient  guide 

Who  understands, 

And   the   warmth,   the   loving   warmth 

Of  human  hands." 

WILLIAM  NISBET   PONTON,  P.G.Z. 

Belleville,  February,  1929. 
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